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5 THE PREFACE. OF THE 


MOST FAMOYVS. CLERKE MAISTER 
Lodouic Utues vpou bis boke called the Juſtructiou 
of a Chꝛiſten woman, vnto the moſt gracious 
pzinceNTe Kathariue of Euglande. 


HAVE BEN moued partly by the ho⸗ 
lynes and goodnes of your liuyng,par- 
lp by the fauour and loye*that your 
grace beareth towarde holy ſtudy and 
learnyng, to wzite ſome thing vnto your 
— good grace, of thynfozmacion and bzyn 
* gyng bp ofa Chziſten woman: I mattet neuer pet ens 
treated ot any man, amonge ſo great plentie and va- 
rietee of wittes and wziters. Foz Xenophon and Irt- 
ſtotle, geuyng rules of houſe kepyng, and Plato ma⸗ 
kyng pꝛeteptes of 0zd2yng the common weale, ſpake 
many thynges appertetnyng bnto the womans office 
and dewtte:And ſaynt Cypztan,ſaint Hieronime, ſaint 
'Ambzoſe,and ſaint Iuguſtine,haue entreated ot mai⸗ 
des and wydowes, but in ſuche wyſe, that they appere 
rather to exhozte and counſayle them vnto ſome kynde 
of lyuynge, than to inſtructe and tea che theim. They 
ſpende all theyz ſpeche in the laudes and pꝛayſes of 
chaſtitee, whiche is a goodly thynge and ſyttynge foz 
thoſe great witted and holy men: how be it they wzrte 
but kewe pzeceptes and rules howe to lyue, ſuppoſyng 
it lo be bettet, to echoꝛte them vnto the beſt, and help e 
them vp to the hygheſt, than to enſozme alld teache the 
lower thynges. But J wyll let paſſe all ſuche exhozta- 
tions, bycauſe cuery body ſhall choſe and pyke out the 

wapes of liuyng, out of theſe mens auctozitee, rather 
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THE PREFACE. | 
than of my fantaſic:and J wyl copyle rules oflfuyng, 
¶ Therkoze in the fyꝛſte boke, J wyll begynne at the 
begynnyng ofa womans lyfe, and leade hir fozth vn- 
to the tyme of mariage. In the ſeconde, from mariage 
bnto wydowehead : howe ſhe ought to paſſe the tyme 
ok hir lyke well and vertuoufly with hir huſvand . In 
the laſte boke J enfozme and teache the wydowhead. 
And bycau ſe the matter coude not be otherwiſe hand⸗ 
led, there be manp thynges tolde in the kyzſt boke per⸗ 
tainyng bnto wyues and wydowes: and muche in the 
ſecond, belongyng vnto bninaried women: and ſome 
in the thirde pertainyng vnto all: Leſt a mayde ſhuld 
thynke, that ſhe nede to rede but only the fy2\t boke, oz 
a wyfe the ſeconde, 02 a wydow only the third. J wyll 
that euety of them ſhall rede all. In which J haue ben 
moze ſhoꝛt, than many wolde J ſhulde haue ben. Not 
withſtandyng who ſo conſidzeth wel the cauſe of myne 
entent, and taketh good hede, all fpnde it done not 
without alkyl. Fo in giuyng pꝛeceptes, a man ought 
ſpecially to be bzefe :leſte he ſoner dull the wyttes of 
the reders, than teche theim, with longe bablyng, And 
pꝛeceptes ought to be ſuche, that euery body may lone 
can theim, and beare eaſilp in mynde. 
¶ Noꝛ we ſhulde not be tgnozaunt of the lawes that 
Chziſt and his diſtiples, PetrePaule, James, Johfi d 
Jude taught vs: where we mate ſe, that they giue vs 
Yeutne pꝛeceptes bzefe and ſhoztely , Foz who can 
bete in remc:nb:aunce thoſe la wes, whiche they beare 
not wel in inynd,thathaue ſpent their hole lyfe in ſtudy 
of them And therfoze haue J neither thzuſt in many er 
amples,no2 gon out of my matter to intreat generally 
ok vice and vertu, which were a large fplde to 5 in 
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THE PREFACE, 
vnto the ende that my boke myght bee, not onely redde 
without tedtoulnes, but alſo be red often, 
¶ Moꝛeouer though the pzeceptes foꝛ men be innume⸗ 
rable: women yet mate be enkoꝛmed with fewe woꝛdes. 
Foꝛ men muſte be occupied bothe at home and fozthe a⸗ 
bzode, both in their owne matters #foz Þ comon weale. 
Therfoze it can not be declared in few bokes but in ma⸗ 
ny and longe, how ther Chal handle them ſetfe in ſo many 
and diuers thynges . Is foza woman hathe no charge 
to ſe to, but hir honeſtee and chaſtitee. Whetkoꝛe whan 
* hes infourmed of that, ſhe is ſufficiently appopncted. 
"= woherkoze theyz wyckedneſſe is the inoze curſed and de⸗ 

- teſtable, that go about to periſſhe that one treaſure of 
women: as though a man had but one eye, and an o⸗ 
ther wolde go about to put it out. 

¶ Some wzyte fylthy and baudy rymes. whiche men 
Ican not ſe what honeſt excuſe thei can lep foz them ſelf, 
but that they; cozruptinynde and ſwelled with popſon, 
can bꝛeath none other thyng but venome, to diſtroy the 
that ate nere vnto it. But they call theim ſelfe louers: 
and J beleue they beſo in dede, ye and blynde and mad 
to withal. And though thou loue, canſt thou not opteine 
thyne owne, except thou infecte all other therfoze eFn 
my mynde, no man was euer baniſſhed moze ryght⸗ 
fully, than was Ouide, at leſt wiſeitfhe was baniſhed 
fozthe wzityng thecrafre of loue . Foz other wzite wans- 
ton and noughtie balades, but this wozſhipfull artift- 
cer muſte make rules in goddes name, and pꝛeceptes 
of his vnthriftynes, a ſchole maiſter of baudzy, and a 
| common corrupter of vertue, 
C Nowe J doubt not but ſome wyll thynke mp pze- 
. ceptes ouet ſoʒe and ſharpe, How be it the nature of all 
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THE PREFACE 
thynges is ſuche, that the waie of vertue is eaſpe and 
large bnto good men, and the waie of bice con 
ſtrayte, and coughe . But vnto yll men neyther the 
that they go in, is pleaſant,no2 the wate of bertue large 
and eaſy inough : And ſeyng it is ſo, it is better to afs 
ſent vnto good men than yll :and rather to reken the 
bad folkes opinion falſe, than the good mens. Pythaz 
go2as the philoſopher, and other of his ſchole, in the 
diſctipcion of this letter, E, ſap,that whia man is paſt 
the kyꝛſt dificultee of vertue,al after is eaſy and playne. 
Plato giueth coũſail, to choſe the beſt way in lining, ;. 
| whiche way ble and cuſtome ſhall alſo make pleſant. » = 

Patt. 7, C Our lozde in the goſpell ſapthe, The waye into the 
kyngdome of heuen is ſtrayte, not bycàuſe it is ſo in dede, 
but bycauſe fewe go it: except a man wolde counte his 

Matt n. Wwozdes falle, where he ſapth, My yocke is ſwete, and my 
Watt. 19. burden lyght. Oz els where he pzompſeth, that there is 
5 uso man that fozgothe any thynge foz his ſaze, but he 
1 (hal haue farre moze foz it agayne, yea and that in this 

lyfe. Ind what was ment therby, but the pleaſures of 
vertue e Therfoze J ſe, vuto whom mp pzeceptes ſhall 
ſeme tigoꝛous and ſharpe, that is yonge men, that be 
15 ignozant. wanton, and bnthzifty : whiche can not ones 
beate the ſyghte ol a good woman. Ind lyke as ranke 
ho:ſes ney vnto eyery mare, ſothey go aboute eyery 
. tryflynge and peuyſhe wenche, that hath a pleaſure to 
1 be log ed bpon and loued, and they wold haue theyz fo- 

ly to be alon able by the multitude of myſdoers, 18 

| who ſayth, the agrement and abuſion of people mygh6 
| chaunge the nature of thynges. 

| n It is no newes, that yll folke hate them that aduyſe 


. 2. well. Fo; Cheophtaſt whan he wzote of this ſame | 
matter 
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THE PREFACE. | 
matter; and ſpake moche of martage ſadly and wyſely, 


he 2 harlottes in his toppe. Ind one Leon⸗ 
cium, the concubyne of Metrodorus, ſtarted out, and 
babled fourth a boke without all reaſon, oz hame, a- 
gaynſte that man moſte excellent in wyſedome and elo⸗ 


quence:which dede was beſo intollerable, that as 
though no mozehope of nes wereleft.ther role vp 
a pꝛouerbe of that matter, that the next remedy was to 


ſeke a tte to go hang vpon, 

C Dapynt Hierome wzyteth of hym ſelfe vnto the holy 
mayd Demettias in this wyſe: Moe thã.xxx.pete a go 
A wzote a boke of virgtnitte,in the which J muſt nedes 
ſpeke againſt vice, and patefy the trappes ofthe deupl, 
foz the inſtruccion of the maid that J taught:the which 
wzytyng many be agreved withal, whan euery one ta⸗ 
keth ß matter, as ſaid by him ſelf, and wyl not here me. 
as an erhoztour and councellout:but lotheth me, as am 
accuſer and rebuker of his doyng. This ſaith he. 

¶ Lo what maner ot men we ſhall diſpleaſe with tea⸗ 
chyng them vertuouſliy: veryly ſuche as were a ſhame 
and rebuke to pleaſe: but ſad men, chaſt maydes, ver⸗ 
tuous wyues, wple wydowes,and fynally all that are 
true chziſten people, not onely in name but alſo in dede 
and with their hertes, will ſtande on our parte, whiche 
knowe and agree all tn this, that nothyng can be moze 
mylde and gentyl than the pꝛeceptes of our faith. From 
the which Chziſte graunt vs neuer to declyne out mind 
and purpoſe one heares bꝛedthe. 8299 

¶ I baue put in remembꝛance ot their duetye the good 
and holy women but flepghtly, other nowe and than 
Jtake vp ſharply: bycauſe Iſawe that only teaching 
auapleth but a lytle, bnto thoſe that ſtruggle wa the 
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leader, and muſt be dzawen, Therfoze have f ſpoken 
ſomtyme the moze playnly : that they myght le the fil- 
thynes of they; condictons, as it were peincted in a ta- 
ble, to thentent that they ſhuld be aſHamed, and at laſt 
leaue they: ſhamefull dedes. And alſo that good woz 
men ſhuld be gladder to ſe them ſelf out of thoſe vices, 
and labour moze to be fyrder from them, and to entre 
tn to the abitacle of vertue. Foz J had leauer (as ſaint 
Hieronime counſapleth) aduenture my ſhamefaſtnes 
a lyttell whyle, than teoperde my matter: ſo yet that 
I wolde not fall in any vnclenlynes, whiche were the 
gretteſt ſhame that can be, foz hym that ſhuld be a mai⸗ 
ſtet of chaſtitie. yoherfoze often tymes thereder muſte 
vnderſtand moze1n ſentence than J ſpeke in wozdes. 

And this wozk moſt excellent #gractous pʒinces. J 
ofter vnto you in like maner,as if a peinter wold bztng 
bnto you your owne vyſage and image, mooſte coun⸗ 
nyngely peynted. Foz lyke as in that puttratute you 
myght ſe your bodily ſimilitude: ſo in theſe bokes (hal 
you ſe the reſemblaunce of your mynde and goodnes: 
bycauſe that you haue bene bothe mayde, wyke, and wp 


dowe. Ind ſo you haue handled your ſelfe in all che oz- / 


dzeand courſe of your lyte, that what ſo ever you dyd, 
myght be an example vnto other to lpue after. But you 
had leuer Þ vertues to be pꝛaiſed tha your ſelf, Dow be 
it no man can pꝛaiſe the vertues of women, but he muſt 
nedes cop:chend you in the ſame pꝛaiſe. Bow be it your 
mynd oughtto be obeted. Therfoze you (hal bnderſtad 
Þ many like vnto you be pꝛaiſed here by nameerpzeſlelt 
but your ſelf ſpoke of cõtinually though you be not na- 
med.Foz bertyes can neuer be pꝛaiſed, but thet mult ne 
des be pꝛeiſed with al, p be excellent in the, though their 
name 
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name be not ſpoke of. alſo your dereſt daughter Mary 
ſhal rede theſe inſtruciõs of myne, and folow in liuing. 
whiche ſhe mult nedes do if ſhe oꝛder hir ſelfe after the 
example that ſhe hath at home with hir of pour vertue 
and wyſedome.No2 there is no doubt, but he wyll do 
after them, and except ſhe alone of all other, diſa poynt 
and begyle euery mannes opinion, ſhe muſt nedes bee 
both very good and holy, that is come of bu and no⸗ 
ble kyng Henty the. viii. ſuche a couple of mates: that 
pout honour and vertue paſſe all craftes of pzaiſyng, 
Thert̃oꝛe all other women ſhall haue an exaumple of 
your lyfe and dedes : and by theſe bokes that J haue 
dedicated vnto your name, they ſhall haue rules and "TS: 
p2eceptes to lyue by, and ſo ſhal they be bounden vnto : 
pour goodnes, bothe foz that, whiche it ſelfe hath done 
in gyuyng example, and that it hath ben thoccaſion 
of my wzytyng. And ſo J pzay godgeue your 
good grace longe well to fare. At B2zu- | 
ges the yere of our loꝛde god. M. * 
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HE FIRST BOKE OF THE 
INSRYCTION OF A CHRI- 
STEEN VVOMAN. 


5 T 


Of the bring yng vp of awaide whanſhe is a 
4 babe, The ſuſt chapter, 


= B1ivs Quintilian in his boke, where 
Ka E272 N he doth inſtruct and teache an ozatour, 
122 KA wylleth his begynnyng and entrance to 
be taken from the cradel,and no tyme to 
be dacked vnaplied towarde thende and 
— burxpoſe of the faculteeentended : Rowe 
muche moe dylygence ought to be geuen in a Chziſten 
virgine, that we may bothe enkourme hir encreace, and 
oꝛdze it and hir inſtruction and entringe, and that by 
and by from the mylke: whiche J wolde if it were paſs 
ſible, ſhuld be the mothers. Ind the ſame counſaple gt- 
ueth Plutarche and Phauozine,and many other of the 
wyſeſt and greatteſt philoſophers. Foz by that meanes 
the loue ſhall be the moze betwene the mother and the 
daughter, whan none of the mothers name ſhalbe takẽ 
from hit and put vnto any other. Fo: nurces be wont 
alſo to be called mothers. Ind the mother mai moe tru 
ly reken hir daughter hir own, whom ſhe hathe not on⸗ 
ly bozne in hir wombe and bought in to the woꝛld, but 
alſo hath caried ſtyl in hir armes of a babe, vnto whom 
(he hath gyuen tete, whom ſhe hath noutiched with hir 
ownebloud, whoſe llepes ſhe hath cheryſhed in hir lap, 
andhathcherfullyaccepted à kiſſed the firſt laughes, 
x firſt hath toifully herde the ſtamaring ofit,counmegy 
to ſpeke,andhath holden harde to 11 bꝛeſt Peers Al 
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7 THE INSTRYCTION OF. 
good lucke and foztune. Theſe thinges Call cauſe and 
engendꝛe ſuch reuerent and in warde loue in the doug 

ter towarde the mother agayne, that ſhe ſhall be ca 
moꝛe loued and ſette by of hit doughter, bycaule of the 
loue that ſhehath ſo abundantly conceyued toward hir 
in grene and tender age. Who can nowe expꝛeſſe, what 
charite thelf thinges encreace among folke, whan w ld 
pbeaſtes that haue no znowlage no: perceyuynge what 
loue meaneth, pet lone their noztſhers and bzingers bp, 
noi ſhon the daũgers of deth to © efend and ſaue theme 
Moze ouer J wote not ho we, but I it is, that we ſucke 
out of our mothevs teate togither with the milk not on 
ly loue but alſo condicions + diſpoſicions. And that is 
the cauſe ſaith the phtloſpher Phauozne, that mazcth 
men to maruayle why they ſe many chilozen, comen of 
cha ſt and good women, nothyng like their parentes, 
neyt her in mynd noz body. Noz the comon ſaiyng come 
bp of nought, which is not vnknowe not buto childze, 
They that haue ben nurced with ſowes milkehauerol: 
ted in the mier. Fo2 that cauſe the wiſe man Chiſippus 
bad choſe the wyſeſt and belt nurces , whiche pzecepte 
I my ſelfe woll enſue and counſaile th mothers, th t 
mate not noziſhe their child en with their owne milk. to 
do like wiſe. Neyther J wyll ſo great diligence to be ge 
uen in ſeking a nurce foꝛ a bay, as fo: a made. Qumti⸗ 
Han thought it ſuffictent to command, that the nurces 
ſhulde not be koule and rude ſpoken, becauſe the wates 
and maner of ſpeakyng taken in yoyrch, wold be harde 
to get away. As foz thetr maners he cared not ſo grea⸗ 
ty, which the man child doth ofter lerne from home tha 
at whome. and yet he doth pregerye opinion of Chas 
{ippus as though he allowed tit aiue. But the maide, 
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whom we wold haue ſpecially good, requireth al inten⸗ 
dance both of father and mother, leſt any ſpot of bice 02 

vnclenlynes ſhulde ſtycke on hir: Let hirtake no ſuch 

thynges. neither by hit bodily ſenſes and wittes, noz 
by hit noziſſyhyng and bzingyng vp. She ſhall firſte | 
here hir nurte, firſt ſe hit, and what ſo euer ſhe lerneth 
in rude and ignozant age, that wyll ſhe euer labout to 
countettete and folowe cunnynglye. Therfoze ſaincte 
Hieronpme, whan he did teach the doughter of Leta, he 
warned, that the nurce ſhuld be no dzunkard, noꝛ wan 
ton, uoz full ot᷑ tale and chattyng. 


Cot tde reſidue ot᷑ hit tnfancie. Cap.ii. 


FTER that ſhe is ones weaned and beginneth to 
ſpeake and go, let al hir play and paſtime be with 
maides of hit owne age, and within the pꝛeſence either 
ok hir mother 02 of hit nurce, oʒ ſome other honeſt wo⸗ 
man ok ſad age, that mate tule and meaſute the plapes 
and paſtimes of hit mynd, and ſet them to honeſtte and 
vertue. Auoyde all mannes kyn away from hit. noꝛ let 
hir not lerne to delyte among men. Foz naturally out 

. louecontinucth the longeſt towarde them, with whom 
we haue paſſed our time in youthe. Ychiche affection of 
loue is the molt ſtronge with women, becauſe they be 
moze diſpoſed to pleaſure and daliaunce. Nowe in that 
age, whiche can not yet diſcerne good from badde, they 
ſhulde be taught none yuell, Ind it is an vngracꝰous 
opinion of them that ſay, thei wil haue theit childzen to 
knowe hothe good and yuel. Foz by that meanes they 
ſap, they (hal the better flee vice and folow vertue.But 
it were moze ſuerty,and moze pzofitable, x therto moze 
happynot only to do none * alſo not ones * 
ol, > 2, 
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it. foʒ who hath not herd, that we were caſt into miſery 
that ſelte houre that the fyꝛſte anceſtryes of mankynde 
knewe what was good and what was badde: And vez 
rely,fathers that wyl not haue their childzen bnerpert 
and ignozant of euil, be wozthy that their chtldze ſhuld 
know both good and yl:And whan they repent them of 
their yucll doynge,ſhulde cal yet vnto remembzauuce, 
that they lerned to do puell by their fathers mynde and 
wyl. Let the maide lerne none vnclenly woꝛdes, oz wan 
ton, o bncowly geſtute and mouing of the body, not ſo 
much as than whan ſhe is yet tgnozant what ſhe doth, 
and innocent. Foz ſhe (ſhall dove the ſame, whan ſhe is 
growen bigger and of moze dilcrecion : and it chanceth 
vnto many, that what thyng ſo euer they haue been ac⸗ 
cuſtomed in befoze, they do the ſame afterwarde at vn- 
wares and vnauiſedly. Ind often tymes ſuche bꝛaydes 
come vpon them againſt their wyll. Ind the wozſe they 
be, the oftener they do them. Foz folkes myndes beate 
them better away. Lette the father and mother be well 
ware, that they allo we none vncomely dede ok hit, ney⸗ 
ther by wozdes, laughpnge, noz countenance, neyther 
kyſſe and enbzace hir therfoze : which is the fouleſt dede 
of all. Foz the mayde wyll labour to rcherle often that, 
which he thinkethe (hall pleaſe beſt hit father and mos 
ther, Let all hit banging vp be pure and chaſt the firſt 
ycres, becauſe of hit maners, whiche take their fp;(t 
furm-yuge ofthat cuſtome in pouthe and infancy, 
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V HAN ſhe is of age able to lerne any thing, let 
hir begynne with that, which parteyneth vnto the 


oznament ot hir foyle,and the keping and an 5 
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A CHRISTEN VVOMAN © 3 
houſe. Howe be it Jappoint no time to begyn. Some 
tekenbeſt to begyn at the ſeuenthe pete: in whiche opt⸗ 
nion ate Iriſtotel, Exatoſthenes, c Chziſippus Quin⸗ 
tilian wolde begynne at the fourthe oz kyft pere. But J 
put al the ozdzyng of this matter in the diſcrecion of the 
fathers and mothers:which may take aupſement after 
the qualities and complexcions of the childe, ſo they be 
not letted with inozdinate affection ; by reaſan wherof 
ſome ſet ſo much by their childzen, and care ſoo ſoze fo; 
them, that thei kepe them from al labout, leſt thet ſhuld 
tal in to any ſyckenes. Do whan they wene to encreaſe 
and ſtrength their bodtes, they bzuſe and weaken them 
The cheryſhinge and ſuffrance of the fathers and mo⸗ 
thers hurteth muche the chyldꝛen, that geucth theim an 
vnbzydled libertte vnto vyce tnfinite,and ſpecyally the 
maydes.But thele be refrapned and holden vnder, foz 
the molt part by feate: whiche if it lacke,than hath ſhe 
al the bzydell of nature at large, and renneth headling 
vnto mpylchicke, and dꝛowneth hir ſelfe therin: and co⸗ 
meth not lightly to any goodnes, without ſhe be ok na⸗ 
ture ſuch as we mai ſe ſome. Thetfoze let hir both lerne 
hir boke, and beſide that to handle woll a flaxe: which 
ar two craktes, vet left of that old innocent woꝛld, both 
pꝛotytable and kepers of temperance, which thing ſpe⸗ 
cially women ought to haue in pꝛice. Þ wyll medle here 
with no low matters, leſt I ſhuld ſeme to make much a 
do about things that be to ſimple fo2 my purpoſe. But 
I wolde in no wiſe that a woman ſhulde beignoꝛant in 
thoſe feates,that muſt be done by hand, nonot though 
the be a p;iceſle 02 a quene. Fo2 what ci ſhe do better oz 
ought to do rather, what time ſhe hath ryd hir buſines 
in hir houſe: Dhuld ſhe talk ha men oz W ä 
| u. I 
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And what ſhal ſhe ſtil taltze of e Shall ſhe neuer holde 
hir peace: Oz ſhal ſhe ſyt and muſe: what J pzay youe 
womans thought is ſwyfte, and fo: the molt part vu⸗ 
fable, walking and wandering out from home, a ſone 
wyl ſlide, by the reaſon of it owne ſlipetnes, J wote not 
how tat. Thetfoze reding were the beſt, # ther vnto J 
geue them coũſaile ſpecially. But yct whan (he is wery 
of teding. J can not ſe hir idel, as it were the women of 
Perſcland, dzowned in volupties and plelures, littung 
amonge the company of gelded men, ſingyng and bans 
kettyng continually, whiche plealures were oft chan⸗ 
ged and renewed to eſchewe tedyouſnes, and thend of 
one pleaſure was the beginning of an other folowing. 
Sapynt Hieronyme wold haue Paula to handle wolle, 
that moſt noble woman comen of the bloud of Scipio 
and Gracchus, whiche was alſo deſcended of the linage 
of kyng Agamemnon the pzince of all kynges, and to 
lerne to dzclle it, and to hold and occupte a rock, with a 
wolle baſket in hir lap, and turne the ſpindel,and dzaw 
fozth the th;cd with hir owne fingers, And Demettias, 
whiche was as great of birth, as mighty of poſſeſſions 
as the, he bad haue wolle in hit handes, and hir ſelfe 
either to ſpin, to warpe, 02 els wynd ſpindels in a caſe, 
fo; to thzow wofe ot, a to wynd on clewes the ſpinning 
of others, and to oꝛdꝛe ſuch as (Muld be wouen. Foz the 
dzeſſyng of wolle hath ben euer a honeſt occupacion foz 
a good waman. Ju Rome all mapdes, whan thet were 
fy;lte matięd, bꝛought vnto they; huſbandes houſe 
diſtaſte and ſpindel with wolle, and wiped, ſtriked, and 
garniſthed the poſtes with wolle. Whiche thyng was a 
* ceremony with them. Ind after the ſhuld de made 
lyt ona telle with wolle, that ſhe myght lerne, what —— 
ou 
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A CHRISTEN VYOMAN. . 
ought to do at home. Than after warde ſhe ſhulde ſafe 
thele woꝛdes vnto hir huſband, where as thou att Cad 
us, there am J Caia. Howe was this Caia Tanaqutl 
an Etruſcean bozne,a very noble waman and a ſad, 
wyke vato kyng.Tacquin Patſcus. vohich Catia Tana 
quyl vſed al hit lobour in woll. Therfoze after hir deth 
ſhe was wo:ſhipped foz a goddes, and hit image ſet vp 
with a rocke,as a token and a ligne of chaſtitee and la⸗ 
bout. Alſo there was a cuſtome to cry at Þ wedding of 
tentimes, Thalaſſto, Thalaſſio, that is as ye wold lay, 
The wol baſket, The wol baſket, To thentent the new 
matii d wife ſhuld remẽbꝛe, what the ſhuld haue to do. 
Cher koʒe it was rekened a ſygne ofa wiſe and a chaſte 
woman to do that buſineſſe. The kynges ſon of Rome, 
and noble yong men of the kynges bloude, whan they 
fel at argument about theit wyues, and came ſodainly 
home to Rome, they found other of the kynges daugh⸗ 
ters in la we amonge their compantons and mates ma 
kyng good chere. But they founde Lucrecia ſittynge 
at hit wolle, vntyll late in the nyght, and hir maydes, 
buly about hit, in hir ownehouſe : Than all they by 
one aſſent gaue hir the pzyce of goodnes and chaſtitee. 
That tyme al the empire # dominion of Rome was in 
Auguſtus handes, yet he ſet his daughters a his nicis 
to wozke vnpon wol. Like wiſe Terence, where he doth 
deſcribe a ſobze and achaſt yonge maman, ſayth: Get- 
tyng hit liuyng by wolle and webbe. Ind Salomdn, 
where he dothe {pcke of the pꝛaiſe of an hoĩye woman, 
ſayth.Sheſought fo; wolle and flare,and wzought by 
the counlaile of hir handes. Noz it maketh no foꝛce, ał⸗ 
tet my mynd e whethet it be wolle oz flare,fo2 bothe per 
tepne vnto the neceſſasꝝ ples of out lyfe, and be honeſt 
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occupacions foʒ women. Inna, mother vnto Samuel 
the pzophet, made with hir owne handes a lynen rochet 
foz hir ſonne. The molt chaſt quene of Jthace Penelope 

d the. xx. ꝓeres that hit huſband was away, with 
weauyngc. Nucnes of Pacidony and Epyze weaued 
garinentes with their owne handes,foz their huſbades 
and bzetherne,and fathers, and childzen:of whiche ma⸗ 
ner garmentes, kyng Alexander ſhewed ſome vnto the 
quenes of Perſe lande, that his mother and ſiſters had 
made . Wꝛiters of hiſtoʒies make mencion, that in old 
tyme there was wont in Spapne, great wagers to be | 
layde, who ſhulde ſpyn,o2 weaue moſt, and tymes were 
apoynted to bzynge fozthe they: woꝛke to ſhewe it, and 
geue iugement ofit. And great honour and pzeple was 
tuen vnto them, that labouted moſt and diligentlieſt, 
And pet vnto this day remayneth the ſame mynde and 
loue of ſobze ſadnes in manp, and thapplipnge of their 
wozke ts boſted and talked of. And among al good wo 
men it is a great ſhame to be idel.Therfoze quene Iſa 


bel, kyng Fardinandos wyfte, taught hir doughters to 
ſpyn, ſow, a peint:ot᷑ whom two were quenes of Poztu- 


ut 


the third of Spayn mother vnto Carolus Ceſar, 
the kourth the moſt holy and deuout wife vnto the 
moſt noble pꝛince Arthure, bꝛother vnto our moſt gra⸗ 
cious ſouerapgue lozde kyng HENRI the, VIII. 
Let the maid alſo lerne cokety not that lubbering and 
exckſſe in meates to ſerue a great menp, ful of delicious 
pleaſutes and glotony, which cokes medle with, but ſo 
vꝛe d meaſurable, that ſhe may lerne to dꝛeſſe meate fo 
hir father, and mother, and bzetherne, whyle ſhe is a 
maide:and fo; hir huſband and childzen. whan ſhets a 
wife;and ſo hal he gette hir great thanke bothe of the 
one 
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one and thother, whan ſhe dothe not laye all the labour 
vpon the ſeruantes. But hir ſelfe pzepare ſuch thynges 
as ſhalbemoze pleaſant vnto hit father aud mother, bꝛe 
therne, and huſvand,andchild:en,than if they were dzeſ- 
ſed by leruauntes. Ind that the moze pleaſaune. if thep 
were ſicke. No; let no body lothe the nãm̃e of the kechin, 
namely beyng a thing very neceſſary, without the which 
neither ſicke folkes can amed, no: hole folkes lyue. The 
whiche occupacion Achilles bothe a kyng anda kpnges 
ſon,and a loꝛde moſt noble, dyd not diſoayne to do. Foz 
what time Uliſſes and Netto2 came to hym, foz agtemet 
bet wene hym and Fgaimeinnon, he layd the tables hym 
ſelfe, and tucked vs his clothes, à went in to the kechin, 
and pzepared they; meate, to make the noble pꝛinces ſo⸗ 
bꝛe and temperate chere, whom he loued ſo wel. Alſo it is 
a thyng parteinyng vnto temperaunce and honeſtie,foz 
whan the maiſtres oz hir daughter is by, all thyng is 
done the moze dil:gently. What deintenes of hande is 
that, and what lothyng ofthe kechin, that they maie not 
abyde to handle oz ſe that whiche their father oz mother, 
oꝛ huſvand, o2 bzother,oz elles their child maſt eate. Let 
them that dooe ſo, vnderſtand, that they beray and fyle 
their handes moze whan they lay them on an other man, 
than their owne huſband, than though they babled and 
blacked them i ſout. Ind that it is moze ſhame to be lene 
in a daunce than in the kechyn, and to handle weltables 
and ca: des than meate. And wozſe becometh a good wo⸗ 
man to taſt a cuppe ofdzynke in a feaſt oz a banket, tea⸗ 
ched vnto hir by an other man, than to taſte a ſuppyng 
in the kechin to geue hir huſbãd. Therfoze by my coun- 
ſayle a woman ſhall lerne this crafte, that ſhe may in e⸗ 
uety tyme of hir lyfe pleale hit — and that — 
meace 


— 


: THE 1NSTRYCTION OF 
meate mai come mozeclenly vnto the table. I haue ſene 
in Spain and in France, ? haue mended of their ſicknes 
by meates dꝛeſſed of their wiues, doughters, oꝛ dough⸗ 
ters in lawe, and haue euer after loued theim farre the 
better foz it. Ind againe J haue ſene, that haue ben ha- 
ted, as doughter of the father, and doughter in lawe of 
the father in lawe, and wyfe of hir hulbande, becauſe 
they haue ſated, they coude not ſkele of coquery. 


Cot the learupug ot mapdes. Ca p.iiit. 


r MaiDES ſome be but littel mete fo; learning, 
Elpke wyſe as ſome men be bnapt: againe ſome be 
euen bozne bnto it, oꝛ at leſte not vnfete foz it. Therfo e 
thei that be dulle are not to be diſcozaged, and thoſe that 
be apt, ſhuld be herted and enconraged. J perceiue that 
learned women be ſuſpected of many : as who ſaieth, the 
ſubtilitee of learning ſhuld be a noziſhement fo: the maz 
liciouſnes of their nature. Uerely J do not aloweing 
ſubtil and a crafty woman ſuchclerning,as ſhuld teach 
hir diſceite, and teach hir no good maners and vertues: 
Not withſtanding the pꝛeceptes of liuing, and the exam 
ples of thofe that haue liued well, and had knowlageto 
gether ol holines, be the kepers of chaſtitee #purenes, 
and the copies of vertucs, and pzyckes to pꝛicke and to 
moue folkes to continue in them. Ariſtotel aſteth a que⸗ 
ſtiõ, vohy trompettes and minſtrelles, that play at feſtig 
foz wagis.and reſoztynges and gatherynges of people, 
whom the grekes cal tn their language, as ye wold ſap, 
Bacchus ſeruantes, be euer geuen bnto pleaſures, and 

no goodnelle at all, but ſpend out their thꝛifte and their 
Iyfe in naughtynes . He maketh anſwere hym ſelle that 
it is ſo, becauſe they be euer among volupties * plea⸗ 

ures, 
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ſures and bankettyng, no2 here any time the pzeceptes 
of good ltutng,noz regarde any man that liueth wel, and 
therefozc they can lyue none other wiſe, than they haue 
learned, either by ſeyng oz heryng. Now haue thei herd, 
no: ſene, neither vſed any thing, but pleaſure and beaſtli , 
nes, amonge vncomely criyng and ſhouttyng, amonge 
dauncers and kiſſers,laughers and eatcrs,dzunkerdes 
and ſpewers, amonge folke dzowned in excedyng ouer⸗ 
muche toye and gladnes,all care and minde ofgoodnes 
laid apart. Therfoze muſt thet nedes ſhew ſuch thinges 
in their condictons all their life. But you ſhall not light⸗ 
ly kynde an yll woman, excepte it be ſuche one, as either 
knoweth not, oz at leſt way cõſidereth not what chaſtitee 
and honeſty is woꝛth, no ſeeth what milchiefe ſhe doth, 
whã ſhe foꝛgoeth it,noz regardeth how great a treaſure, 
fo: how fowle, fo: how lyght, and triſitozy an image of 
pleaſure ſhe changeth, what a ſo:t of vngraciouſneſſes 
ſhe letteth in, what tyme (he ſhutteth fo:th chaſtitee, noz 
pondzeth what bodily pleaſure is, howe vaine x folyſhe 
a thing, whiche is not woꝛthe the turnyng ok an hande, 
not onely bnwozthy, wherfoze ſhe ſhulde caſt awate that 
which is molt goodly treaſure, that a woman can haue. 
And ſhe that hath learned in bokes to caſt this and ſuch 
other thynges, and hath furniſhed and fenſed hir minde 
with holy counſailes, ſhall neuer find to do any bilany. 
Foz if ſhe can finde in hit herte to do naughtily, hguyng 
ſo many pzeceptes of vertue to kepe hit, hat ſhuide we 
ſuppoſe (he ſhuld do, hauig no knowlage of goodnes at 
al and truly if we wold cal the old wozld to remeinbzace, 
and reherſe their tyme, we ſhall finde no learned woman 
that euer was yll, where J coude bzynge fooꝛth an hun⸗ 
dzed good, as Coꝛnelia the mother rar 
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was an erample ofal goodnes and chaſtitie,and taught 
hir childzen hir owne ſelfe. Ind Poztia the wife of Bzuz 
tus, that toke of hir fathers wyſedome. Ind Cleobula 
daughter of Cleobulus, one of the. vit wyle men, whiche 
Cleobula was ſo geuen vnto lernyng and philolophie, 
that ſhe clerely deſpiſed al pleaſure ofthe body, and liued 
perpetually a mayde, at whome the daughter of ytha⸗ 
goꝛas the philoſopher toke exainple,whiche after hir fa- 
thers death was the ruler of his ſchole, and was made 
the maiſtres of the college of virgins. Alſo Theaneo, 
one ofthe lame ſect and ſchole, doughter vnto Metapõ⸗ 
tus, whiche had alſo the gift of pꝛopheſy, was a woman 
of ſingulat chaſtitee. ud ſaint Hieronime ſaith, that pᷣ.x. 
Sibdilles were virgins. Alſo Caſſandza, and pꝛophetes 
of Appollo, and Juno at Criſſa, were virgins. And that 
was a common thing. as we rede, that thoſe women that 
were pꝛophetes, were virgins eke. Ind ſhe p aunſwered 
ſuche as came to aſke any thyng of Apollo in Delphis, 
was euer a birgine, of whom the firſte was Phemone, 
whiche firlt found verſe roial. Alſo Sulpitta wyfe vnto 
Caleno, lefte behynde hir holy pzeceptes of matrimo⸗ 
ny, that ſhe had vſed in hit liuyng hit ſelke, of whom the 
poet Moꝛztiall waiteth on this wile, 

Kedeth Sulpitia all yonge women, 

That caſt your mynde to pleaſe one man. 

Kedeth Sulpitia alſo all men 

That dooe entende to pleale one woman. 

Ok honeſt and vertuous loue doth ſhe tell, 

Chaſt paſtymes, plates, and pleaſure, 

hole bokes who ſo conlidereth well, 

Shall ſaie there is none holper, 

Jud it is plainely knowen, that no man in that tyme 
mas 
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was moze happy of his wyfe than was Caleno of Sul- 
pitia, Yo2tetia the douhter of Hoꝛtentius the ozatour, 
dyd ſo reſemblehir fathers eloquence, that ſhe made an 
ozacton vnto the tudges ofthe citie foz the women, which 
o2acio the lucceſſours of that tyme dyd rede, not only as 
a laude and pꝛaiſe of womes eloquence, but alſo to lerne 
cunnyng of it, as well as of Cicero 0z Demoſthenes 
ozactions , Edeſia of the citie of Alexandꝛe, kinſwoman 
vnto Dirtan the philoſopher, was of ſo great leatnyng 
and vertuous d:[policton, that ſhe was a woundꝛe vnto 
all the wozldeen hirtyme . Cozinna Theia a vertuous 
woman ouer came the poete inder. v. tymes in verſes. 
Paula the wyfe of Denec, enfourmed with the doctrine 
of hir huſband, folowed alſo hir huſband in condicions. 
And Denec hym ſelfe maketh ſozowe, that his mother 
was not wel lerned in the pꝛeceptes of wyſe men, whiche 
ſhe had ben centred in at hir huſbandes commaundment. 
Argentaria Polla, wyfe vnto the poet Lucan, whiche 
after hir huſoandes death cozrected his bokes, and it ts 
ſaced, that (he helped hyin with the makyng, was a nos 
ble woman of birth, ryche, and excellent of beautie, and 
wyt, and chaſtitee, ot whom Calliope in Statius, ſpea⸗ 
keth thus vnto Lucan, 

J ſhall not geue the onely excellence in makyng, 

But alſo bynde in mariage the vnto 

One mete koz thy wytte and great counnyng, 

Suche as Uenus wold gyue, oz the godpeſſe Juno 

Jn beaute, ſymplicitee, and gentimeg 

n byzthe, grace, fauour, and riches, | 

Aſo Diodoꝛus the logician had. v. doughters excellen 
in lernyng and chaſtitee : of whom Philo, maiſter vnto 


Carneades, wꝛiteth the hiſtozy. Zenobia the queene of 
C. iti. Pale 
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palmyza, was learned bothe in latine and greke, and 
wꝛote an hiſtozie, of whome, with other mo in the nexte 
boke, I hall tel the metuailous chaſtitee. Jnede not to 
tehetſe the Chziſten women, as Tecla diſciple of Paule, 
a ſcholer mete foz ſuche a noble maiſter, and Cateryne 
of Alexand ua, doughter vnto Coſtus, whiche ouercame 
in diſputacions the greatteſt and moſte exerciſed philo⸗ 
ſophers . There was one ofthe ſame name Catharyne 
Senenſis, a wondzous counnyng mapde, whiche hath 
lefte behynde hir exaumples ok hir witte: in the whiche 
doth appere the purenes of hit moſte holy mynde. Noz 
we nede not to enuy the pagans foz theit poetis, whiche 
haue in one houle foute maydes all poetis, the doug 
ters of Phtlip . Ind in ſainct Hietomimes tyme all ho 
women were bery well learned. wolde god that now a 
dates, manp olde men were able to bee compared vnto 
theim in counnyng. Sancte Hierontme wꝛyteth vnto 
Paula, Leta, Euſtachium, Fabiola, Marcella, Futia, 


Demettias, Salma, and Pterontia : Dainct Imbzoſe 


vnto other: Dainct Juguſtine vato other, and all mer⸗ 
uatlous witted, well learned, and holy. UaleriaPzoba, 
whiche loued hir huſbande ſyngulatly well, made the 
Iyfe ot our lozde Chziſte out of Utrgils verſes, wꝛiters 
of Cronicles ſaie, that Theodoſia,doughter vnto The⸗ 
odoſtus the ponger, was as noble by hit learning and 
vertue,as by hit Empire, and the makynges that be ta⸗ 
» ken oat of Homer, named Centones, be called hers . J 
haue ted epiſtoles and counning wozkes of Hildegard, 
a mayde ot Almayne. There hath ben ſeene in our time 
the foure doughters of quene Jſabel, ot whom Iſpake 
a liteli befoze,that were well learned all. It is tolde me 
with great pzaiſe and meruatle in many places of this 
coun- 
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cotntrey,thatdame Joanne, the wife ofkyng Philippe, 
mother vnto Carolus that now is, was wonte to make 

anſwere in latine, and that without any ſtudp, vnto the 

ozactons that were made after the cuſtome in townes, 
vnto newe p2inces. The (ſame ſaith euery body by the o⸗ 

ther. ii.ſyſters, which be dead in Poztugal. Then whiche 
liui.ſyſters there were no quenes by any mannes remem⸗ 
b:aunce inoze chaſte of body thanne they, none of bettet 
name, none better loued of their ſubtectcs, noz moze fa⸗ 
yozed,no; better loued their huſbandes, none that moꝛe 
lowely dyd obey theim, noz that kepte bothe thetm and 

all theirs, better without ſpotte of vtlany, there were 
none that moze hated futhynes and wantonnes, none 
that cuer dyd moze perfectly fylfpll all the poyntes of a 
good woman. 

¶ Nowe it a man maie be ſuffered amonge queenes to 
lpcke ofmoze meane folkes. ] wold reken amonge this 
ſozt the daughters of S. T. M. Kn. M. E. and C, with 
them their kynnes woman M. G. whome their father 
not content onely to haue the good and very chaſt, wold 
alſo they ſhuld be well leatned, ſuppoſyng, that by that 
meane they ſhuld be moze truely and ſurely chaſt. Wher 
in neyther that great wiſe man is diſcetued, noz none os 
ther that are of the ſame opinion. Foz the ſtudy of lear⸗ 
ning is ſuch a thing, that it occupieth ones minde holly, 
and lifteth it vp bnto the knowlage of moſt goodly mat 
ters, and plucketh it from the remembzance of ſuch thin 
ges as be foule.and if any ſuch thought come in to their 
mpynde, either the minde, well foztifycd with the pꝛecep⸗ 
tes of good lyuing, auoydeth thetm awaie, oz els it ge⸗ 
ueth none hede bnto thole thynges that be vyle a foule, 
whan it hath other moſt goodly and pure PEE 
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with it is delyted - Ind therfoze Aſuppoſe that 
the goddes of wiſedome and cunnyng, and all che Mu⸗ 
ſes, were feigned in olde tyme to de virgpns' Ind the 
mynde, ſet vpon lernyng and wyſedome, ſhall not only 
abhozre from foule luſt, that is to ſate the moſte whpte 
thyng from ſout,and the moſte pure from ſpottes : But 
aiſo they ſhall leaue all ſuche lyght and triflyng-pleaſu- 
res, wherin the lyght fantaſies of maides haue delite, as 
ſonges, daunces, and ſuche other wanton and pyutſhe 
plates I woman ſaythe Plutarche,geuen vntolernyng, 
wyll neuer delyte in daunſyng. But here parauenture 
a man wolde aſke, what lernyng a woman (huld beſet 
bnto, and what ſhall ſhe ſtudy: Þ haue tolde you. The 
ſtudy of wiſedom, the which doth enſtruct their maners, 
and enfoutm their liuyug, and teacheth them the waie of 
good and holy iyfe . Is fo: eloquence J haue no great 
care, noz a woman nedeth it not, but ſhe nedeth goodnes 
and wiledome. Hoz it is no ſhame foz a woman to holde 
hir peace, but it is ſhame foz hit and abominable to lack 
dilcrecion,and to liue pl. Ao I wyl not here condempne 
eloquence, which both Quintilian, and ſainct Hieromme 
folowpng hym, ſay, was pꝛeyſed in Coznelia the mother 
of Gracchus, and in Hoztentia the doughter of Hozten⸗ 
tius . If there mate be founde any holy and wel learned 
woman, J had leauet haue hit to teach them. It there be 
none, let vs choſe ſome man either well aged, oz els very 
goob and vertuous, which hathe a wyfe, and that right 
tapze ynough, whome he loueth well and ſo (hall he 
not delpze other. Foz theſe thynges ought to be ſene bn- 
to, foz as much as chaſtitee in bzingyng vp a woman re- 
quireth the moſt dilygence, and in a maner all to gether. 
whan ſhe ſhalbe taught to rede, let thole bokes be taken 
in 


4 


- 
, - 
—_— 
— —— = 5 : _ _ — 


CHRISTEN vvon Ax. 9 
in hande, that mate teache good maners . Ind whan ſhe 
ſhall learne to w2ite, let not hit example be voyd verſes, 
noz wanton oz triflynge ſonges, but ſome ſad ſentence, 
pzudente and chaſte, taken but of holy ſcripture, oz the 
ſaiynges of philoſophers, whiche by often wattyng (be , 
mate faſten better in hir memozy. Ind in learning, as 
I poynte none ende to the manne,no moze J dooe to the 

woman: ſauyng it is mete that the man haue knowlage 
of manp and diuers thinges, that mate both p2ofite him 
ſelfe the comon welthe, bothe with the vſe and encrea- 
ſyng of learning. But J wold the woman ſhuld be al to 

er in that parte of philoſophy, that taketh bpon it 

to enkourme, and teache, and amende the condicions. 
Finally lette hir learne foz hit ſelfe alone and hir ponge 
childzene, oz hir ſyſters in out loꝛde. Foz it neyther be⸗ 
cometh a woman to tule a ſchoole, noz to lyue amonge 
men, oʒ ſpeke abode, and ſhake of hit demurenes and 
honeſtee, either all together oz els a great parte: whiche 
if ſhe bee good, it were better to bee at whome within 
and vnknowẽ to other folkes. And in company to holde 
hir tonge demurely. Ind let fewe ſc hir, and none at all 
here hir. The apoſtle Paule the veſſell of election, en⸗ 
kourmyng and teachynge the churche of the Cozinthis . Cor. 4. 
with holy pzeceptes, ſaithe: Lette your women holde 
their tonges in congregacions, no; they be not allowed 
to ſpeake, but to be ſubiecte as the lawe biddeth. It they 
wolde learne any thing, let theim aſke their huſbandes 
at home. Ind vnto his dilciple Timothe, he wzitethe x; ,. 
on this wyſe: Let a woman learne in ſilence with a ſub⸗ 
iection. But J geue no lycence to a woman to bee a te⸗ 


cher, noz to haue aucthoꝛitee of the man, but to be in ſi⸗ 
lence. Foz Adam mene Gel 
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Adam bas not betraied, the woman was befrafed into 
the bꝛeche of the commaundement . Therfoze becauſe a 
woman is a frayle thyng, and of weake dilcceacion,and 
that maie lyghtly be diſceiued, whiche thyng our kyzſte 
mother Eue ſheweth, whome the dyuell caught with a 
Iyght argument. Therfoze a woman ſhulde not teache, 
leaſte whan (he hath taken a falſe optnion and beleue of 
any thyng, ſhe ſpꝛed it in to the hearers,by the auctozitee 
of matſterſhyp, and lyghtly bzynge other in to the ſame 
errout: fo: the learners commonly doo after the teacher 


with good wyll. j 
C What dokes be to de redde, and what not. Cap. v. 


84 Nr Hieronyme wzityng vnto Leta of the teas 
chyng ol Paula, commaundeth thus: Let hir ſearne 
to heate nothyng. noꝛ ſpeake, but it that perteineth vnto 
the feare of god. Noz there is no doubt, but he will coun 
faile the ſame ot reading. There is an bſe nowe a dates, 
woꝛſe than amonge the pagans, that bokes wzitten in 
our mothers tonges, that be made but foz idel men and 
women to teade, haue none other matter but of war and 
loue: of the whiche bokes Þthinke it ſhall not nede to 
geue any pꝛeceptes. It Iſpeake vnto Chziſten folkes, 
what nede J to tell what a miſchtefe is to warde, whan 
ſtra we and dzy woode is caſt into the fyzez Yea but theſe 
be wꝛitten late they, foz tdellfolke, as thoughe idelnes 
were ot a vice great enough of it ſelf, without fire bzon 
des be put vnto tt, wher with the fyꝛe mate catche a man 
all together, and moze hote . what ſhoulde a maide do 
with armoure e whiche ones to name were a ſhame foz 
hir. I haue hearde tell, that in ſome places gentilwo⸗ 
men behold meruatlous buſily the plaies and *. 
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of armed men, and geue ſentence and iudgement of the: 
and that the men feare and ſet mozeby their tudgemen- 
tes than the mens, It can not lyghtly bee à chaſte 
maide, that is occupied with thinkpng on armour, and 
turney, and mans valiaunce, What places amonge 
theſe be foz chaſtitee bnarmed and weakeeF womã that 
vſeth thole feates.dzinketh poyſon in hir hert, of whome 
this care and theſe wooꝛdes bee the playne ſaieynges: 

{This is a deadly ſickenes, noz pet oughte to be ſhewed 
of me, but to be couered and holden vnder, leaſte it hurt 
other with the ſmel, and defile theim with the infection, 
Therfoze whan J can not tell, whether it bee mete foz a 
Chziſten man to handle armour, ho we ſhulde it be lea⸗ 
full foz a woman to loke vpon theim, yea thoughe (he 
handle theim not, yet to bee couuerſant amonge theim 
with herte and mynde, whiche is wozſe e Moe ouer, 
wherto readeſt thou other mennes loue and gloſynge 
woꝛdes, and by littell and littell dzinkeſt the enticemen⸗ 
tes of the poyſõ bnknowing, and many times ware and 
wittyngly e Foz many,tn whom ther is nogood mpnde 
al redy,reden thoſe bokes, to kepe the ſelf in the though 
tes of loue. It were better fo2 them not only to haue no 
learning at all, but alſo to leſe theyz eies, that thei ſhuld 
not reade, and theyz eates, that they ſhuld not here. Foz 
as our lozde ſaith in the goſpel : It were better fo2 them NM. is. 
to go blind and deffe into like, than with. ii.eies to be caſt 
into hell. This mayde is ſo bile bnto Chʒiſten folkes, 
that ſhe is abominable vnto pagans, wherfoze J won⸗ 
der of the holy pꝛeachers, that whan they make great a 
do about many ſmall matters, many times, they cry not 
out on this in euery ſermone. J meruaple, that wyſe 


fathers will ſuffre their <1 that huſbandes 


wyll 
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will ſuffre their wyues, oz that the maners and cuſto⸗ 
mes ok people will diſſemble and ouer loke, that women 
ſhall vſe to reade wantonnes . It were ſyttynge, that 
common lawes and officers ſhuldenot onely loke vpon 
the courtes and matters ofſute,butalſo mattiers bothe 

commune and pziuate. Therfoze it were conuentent by 
—— law to put awate foule rebaudy ſonges, out 
ofthe peoples mouthes, whiche bee fo vſed as thoughe 
nothyng ought to be ſongen in the citee, but koule and 
fylthy ſonges, that no good manne can heare withoute 
ſhame, no2 no wyſe man without dyſpleaſure. They 
that made ſuche ſonges, ſee me to haue none other pur⸗ 
poſe, but to coʒcupte the maners of younge kolkes, and 
they dooe none other wyſe, than they that infecte the 
common welles with poyſon. What a cuſtome is this, 
that a ſonge all not be regarded, but it be full ok fy 
thynes ; And this the lawes ought to take hede of, and 
of thoſe vngracious bokes, ſuche as bee in my countrey 
in Spapne: Imadiſe, Floxtſande, Tirante, Triſtane, 
and Celeſtina the baude, mother of naughtynes . Jn 
Fraunce : Lancelot du Lake, Paris and Uienna, Bon⸗ 
thus and Sidonia, and Melucyne. Jn Flaunders: 
Flozy and white flowze, Leonell and Canamour, Curi⸗ 
as and Flozet, Pyzamus and Thiſbe. Jn Englande: 
Parthenope, Genarides, Pippomadon, willyam and 
Meltour, Libius,and Arthur, Gupe, Beuis, and many 
others Ind ſome tranſlated out of latine into vulgare 
ſpeaches, as the bnſauery conceites of Pogius, and of 
Aeneas Stlutus, Eurtalus and Lucretia. vohiche bo⸗ 
des but ydel men wzote bnlearned, and ſet al vpon filth 
and victouſnes, in whome J wonder what ſhulde delite 
men, but that vice pleaſeth them ſo muche. Is fo: lear⸗ 
5 ; ning, 
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nyng. none is to be loked foz in thoſe men, whiche ſatne 
neuer ſo muche as a ſhadowe of learnyng theim ſelfe. 
Ind whan they tell ought, what delyte can bee tn thoſe 
thynges, that be ſo plapne and folyſhe lies One kyl⸗ 
leth. xx. hym lelfe alone, an other. cxx.an other wounded 
with - C. woundes, and lefte deade, ryſeth vp againe, 
and on the next date made hole and ſtrong, ouer cometh 
i. gyauntes, and than goeth awate loden with golde, 
and ſyluer, and pꝛecious ſtones, mo than a galy wolde 
cary a waie. What a madnes is it of folkes, to haue plea 
ſure in theſe bokes 7 Alſo there is no witte in them, but 
a fewe wozdes of wanton luſt, which be ſpoken to moue 
hir mynde, with whome they loue, ik it chaunce ſhe bee 
ſtedfaſt . Ind if they be red but fo2 this, the beſte were to 
make bokes of baudes craftes, fo2 in other thynges, 
what crafte can be had of ſuche a maker, that is igno⸗ 
rant of all good crafte? No2 J neuer hearde man late, 
that helyked theſe bokes, but thoſe that neuer touched 
good bokes. Ind J my ſelfe ſometime haue red in them. 
but IJ neuer founde in them one ſtepe either of goodnes 
oʒ witte. Ind as foz thoſe that pʒaiſe them, as IJ knowe 
ſome that doo, I will beleue theim, if they pꝛaiſe theim 
after that they haue reade Cicero and Senec, 02 ſainct 
Hieronyme, oz holy ſcripture, and haue mended they: 
lyuyng better. Fo2 often tymes the onely cauſe why 
they pꝛaiſe theim, is becauſe they ſein theim theyz owne 
condicions, as in a glaſle. Finally thoughe they were 
neuer ſo wytty and pleatant, yet wolde Jchaue no plea⸗ 
ſure infected with poyſon, noꝛ haue no woman quicke- 
ned vnto vyce . Ind verily they be but fooliſhe huſban» 
des and madde, that ſuffer their wiues to ware moze vn 


graciouſly lubtyle by readynge of ſuche bokes . But 
D. iii. wherto 
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wherto ſhoulde Jſpeakeof foolyhe and (gnozant v3 
0 e keo e a 
ſeynge that Oude wolde not, that he that enten- 
to flee vnchaſt maners, ſhuld ones touche the moſt 
witty and well learned poetes of the grekes and latins, 
that wꝛite of loue: wohat can be tolde moze pleſant,moze 
were, mozequicke, moze p;ofitable, with all maner of 
learning, than theſe poetes, Calimachus, Phileta, Ana⸗ 
creon, Sappho, Tibullus, Pꝛopertius, and Gallus e 
whiche poetes all Grete, all Italy, vea and all the 
woꝛlde ſetteth great paice by: and yet Ouide byddeth 
chaſte folkes let them alone, ſaiyng in the ſeconde boke 
of the Remedies of loue. 
Though J be lothe, pet wyll J ſate, 
With wanton poetes thou do not mell. 
Ha myne owne vertues nowe Jcaſt awaie. 

Beware Calimachus: fo2 he teacheth well 
_ Toloue, and Cous alſo well as he, 

And olde Inacreon wꝛiteth full wantouly, 
And Dappho cke often hath cauſed me 6. 
To deale with my lady inoze liberally, 

who can eſcape free, that readeth Tibullus, 
OP: P2operttus, whan he dothe ſynge 

to his lady Cynthia e Dzels Gallus: 

nd iny bokes alſo ſounde ſuche lyke thynge. 
¶ They ſounde ſo in dede, and therfoze was he baniſ⸗ 
ſhed, nothynge without a cauſe of that good pꝛynce. 
Whẽttoze I pʒaiſe greatly the (ated maners eyther of 
that tyme, oz elles of that pzince. But we lyue nowe in 
a Chꝛiſten countrey, and who is he, that is any thynge 
diſpleaſed with makers of ſuche bokes nowe adates e 
Plato caſteth out ofthe common welthe of wyſe men, 


whiche he made, Homer and Heſiodus the poetes: and 
pet 
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pet haue they none yl thing in compatiſon bnto Ouidis 
bokes of loue, whiche we reade, and caty theym in our 
handes,and fearne them by herte, yea and ſome ſchoole 
maiſters teache theim to their ſcholers, and ſome make 
expoſictons and expound the bices. Auguſtus baniſhed 
Ouide hym ſelfe, and thynke _ than thathe woulde 
haue kepte thele expoſitours in the countrey © ercepte a 
man woulde reken it a wozſe dede to wzite vice than to 
expounde it, and enfourme the tender myndes of ponge 
folkes therewith . We banplthe hy in that maketh falſe 
Sand meaſures, and that counterfeteth covne, 
oz an inſtrumente : Ind what a wozke is made in theſe 
thinges fo2 ſmalle mattiers. But he is had in honour, 
and counted a maiſter of wyſedome, that co:ruptethe 
the yonge people. Therfoze a woman ſhulde beware of 
all theſe bokes, lyke wyſe as of ſerpentes oz ſnakes, 
Ind if there be any woman, that hath ſuche delpte in 
theſe bokes, that ſhe wyll not leaue them out of hit han⸗ 
des: ſhe ſhulde not onely be keptefrome theim, but alſo 
if ſhe reade good bokes with an yll wyll and lothe ther⸗ 
to, hir father and frendes ſhulde pꝛouide that ſhe maie 
be kept from all readyng , Ind ſo by biſuſe, foꝛget lear- 
nyng, if it can be done. Foz it is better to lacke a good 
thyng, than to bleit yl]. Noz a good woman will take 
no ſuche bokes in hande, no2 fyle hit mouthe with them: 
And as muche as ſhe can. ſhe will go about to make o⸗ 
ther as lyke hirſelfe as ſhe mate, bothe by doynge well, 
and teachyng well, and alſo as far as ſhe maie rule by 
commaundyng and chargynge, Nowe what bokes 
ought to bee teade, ſome, euety body knoweth, as the 
golpelles, the actes, the epiſtoles ofthe apoſtles, and the 
olde Teſtament, ſainct Hieronpme, lainct "> = 
guſtine, 
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guſtyne, Imbzoſe, Hillary, Gregozye, Plato, Cicero, 
Denec, and ſuche other. But as touchyng ſome, wyſe 
and ſad men muſt de aſked counſaile of, in them. Noz 
the woman oughte not to folowe hit owne iudgemente, 
leſt whan ſhe hath but a lyght entring in learning, ſhe 
ſhoulde take falſe foz true : hurtfull in ſtede of hollome, 
folyſhe and peuyſſhe foz ſad and wyſe, She ſhall fynde 
in ſuche bokes as are woozthy to be reade, all thynges 
moe witty, and ful of greatter pleaſure, and moze ſure 
to truſte vnto : whtche (hall bothe p:ofyte the lyle, and 
. meruatlouſſy delyte the minde. Therfoze on holy dates 
continually, and ſometyme on wozkyng dates, lette hir 
ceade 0; here ſuch as ſhall lifte vp the mind to god, and 
ſet it in a chziſten quietnes, and make the liuing better. 
Alſo it ſhoulde be beſte afoze ſhe go to maſſe, to teade at 
home the goſpel and the epiſtole of the date, and with it 
ſome expoſicion, if ſhe haue any. Nowe whan thou co⸗ 
melt from maſſe, and haſt ouer loked thy houſe, as mu⸗ 
che as perteineth vnto thy charge, reade with a quyete 
minde ſome of theſe that J haue ſpoken of, if thou canſt 
reade,if not, here. And on ſome wozkyng dates do likes 
wyſe, if thou be not letted with ſome neceſſary buſynes 
in thy houſe, and thou haue bokes at hande: and ſpeci⸗ 
ally ik there be any longe ſpace betwene the holy dates. 
Foz thinke not that holy dates be ozdeined of the chur⸗ 
che to p ape on, and to ſitte ydell, and talke with thy 
goſloppes: but vnto the entente that than thou mate 
moze intenttueip, and with a moze quiete minde, thynke 
of god, and this lyfe of ours, and the Iyfe in heaven, 
that is to come, | 
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Cot virginitee. Lap, vi. 


Nſovye bill J talkeall together with the mayde 
hit ſelfe : whiche hath within hir a treaſure with⸗ 
out compariſon, that is the pureneſſe bothe of body and 
mynde . Nowe ſo many thinges come vnto my remem⸗ 
b:aunce to ſaie, that J wot not where is beſt to begyn: 
whether it were better to begynne where as ſaincte Au- 
guſtyne dothe, whan he will intreate ol holy virginitee, 
All the holy Churche is a virgine, maryed vnto one 
huſbande Chuſte, as ſaincte Baule wziteth vnto the 
Coꝛinthies. Than what honoure be they woozthy to 
haue, that be the membzes of it, which kepe the ſame of- 
kyce in fleſthe, that the hole Churche kepeth in faythe, 
whiche foloweth the mother of hir huſbande and lo2de : 
foz the churche is alſo a mother and a virgine, Noz 
there is nothyng that our lozde delyteth moze in, than 
virgmes: noz wherein aungelles moze gladly abyde, 
and plate with, and talke with Foz they be virgines 
alſo them ſelfe,and their loꝛde, whiche wolde haue a vir⸗ 
gine batohis mother, and a virgine to his moſte dere 
diſciple, and the churche his ſpoulea birgine. And alſo 
he maryed vnto hym ſelfe other 'virgines, and goethe 
vnto mariages with virgins. And whither lo euer 
he goethe. that lambe without ſpotte, whiche made vs 
cleane with his bloude, an hundzed and. xl. thoylande 
virgins kolowe hym. It is wziten in the cgnticles? Our 


ſiſter is a littell one and hath no bzeaſtes, whether that Can. 8. 


bee the ſateyng of Chziſte 02 aungelles to the ſoule, in 
whom ſtandeth the verie virginitee pleaſant vnto god. 


All glozy of the kinges daughter is in warde, ſaith Da- pal. 44. 


uid in the plalme. There is that golden n. there 
is 
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is the garmente ſette and powdzed with ſo in inp ver⸗ 
tuous and pꝛecious ſtones . Be not pꝛoude mavde, that 
thou arte hole of bodpye, if thou bee dzunken in mpnde : 
1102 becauſe no man hath touched thy body, it many men 
haue perſed thy mynde , What auatleth it, thy body to 

be tleane, whan thou beareſt thy mpnd and thy thought 
infected with a foule and an hozrible blotte? © thou 
mayde,thy mynde is withered by bournyng with man⸗ 
nes heate, no2 thou freteſte not with holy lone, but haſt 
dꝛied bp all the good fatnes of the pleaſures of para- 
dile . Therfoꝛe arte thou the fooliſhe mayde,and haſt no 
oplc, and whyle thou renneſt to the ſellat, arte ſhutte 
fo:the £ Ind as our lozde in the goſpell thꝛetneth: whan 
thou commeſt againe, and knockeſt, thou ſhalte be an⸗ 
ſwered : who art thou e Jknowe the not. Thou ſhalte 
ſaic than: Knoweſt thou not this bodye cloſed and vn? 
touched of men e Our lozde ſhall ſate again: J ſe not the 
body: I ſe the ſoule open bnto men, and vnto dynuelles 
wozſe than men, and often knocked at. Thou art pꝛoud 
mayde, becauſe thy bealy hath no cauſe to ſwelle, whan 
thy mynde is ſwollen, not with mannes ſede but with 
dyuels . Foz here howe well thy ſpouſe lyketh the, thou 
- knoweſt not thy ſelfe. O moſte goodly of all women. 
come fo;the and folowe the ſteppes of thy flockes, and 
fede thy kyddes by the tentes of the heatde men. Thou 
knowcſt not howe all onelp birginitee is good, thou art 
not mp ſpouſe, come fozthe, and go after the ſteppes of 
thoſc flockes,*whom thou haite no2yſhed in thy mynde, 
And ſith thou doeſt not fede my kiddes, kede thine own: 
Thou loueſt not me ſo muche, that am onelp the higheſt 
and the beſte hearde man. Tary nere the tentes of the 
herdemen, whom thou folowelt , Foz if thou folowedeſt 
| me, 
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me, onely one herdeman ſhulde be knowen bnto the and 
not many. Foz he will haue all to bee plaine and euen. 
Thy wombe ſwelleth not. noz there is no cauſe why, no: 
lette not thy mynde than (well, no: let there bee no cauſe 
why. FJ pzate the, vnderſtande thyne owne goodneſſe , 
mapde, thy pzyce can not be eſtemed it thou ioine a chalk 
mynde vnto thy chaſte body, if thou ſhutte vppe bothe 
bodye and inynde, and ſeale theim with thoſe ſcales 
that none can open, but he that hath the keye of Da- Apec. 3. 
uid, that is thy ſpouſe whiche reſteth ſo in the, as in a 
temple moſte cleane and goodly. Thynkeſt thou this 
any (mal thyng, that thou mateſt recetue onely by pure 
neſſe that thyng, whiche can not bee comp;ehended in 
this hole wozlde e Pow glad is a woman, if ſhe beare in 
hit wombe a childe, whiche ſhalbe a kynge * But thou 
beareſt all a kyng redy not onely in thy wombe, but alſo 
in thy minde: whiche is moze goodly, yea and that ſuche 
a kynge, in whole garment this tytle ot dignitee is wꝛi⸗ ; 
ten: Kynge of all kynges, and lozde of all lozdes , Of Apoc. 19» 
whome pꝛophetes haue pzophected, and his reygne is 
the reygne of all wozldes, whoſe reigne the angell tolde 
ſhulde haue none ende. Let bs nowe lyfte vp our ſelke 
aboue the common people, and let vs diſpute this moſt 
| goodly mattier with ſaincte Auguſtine: but yet ſo that 
thou maieſt percetue bs : and doubtles thou ſhalte per- 
ceiue vs better than we ſhall our ſelfe. Foz we ſpeake of 
thy goodneſſe, whiche thou arte not ignozant of: and we 
ſhewe the that thynge, that thou haſte wilhin the. The 
holy virgine our lady conceiued fyzite in hir mynde our 
lozde Chaiſte, and after in hir body , Ind it was a moze 
honozable, noble, and excellente thynge to conceiue in 
mynde than in bodp. Wherkfoze * — partener ofthe 
moze 
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moꝛe excellent concepcion . O happy art thou, that arte 
meruatloufly mother vnto an excellent and meruelous 
childe , Our loꝛde in the goſpel, whan the woman ſaied, 
Bleſſed bee the wombe that beare the, and the bzcaſteg 
that thou ſuckedſt: he aunſwered, Nay,But bleſſed be 
they that here the wozde of god, and kepe it. And whan 
the Jewes tolde hym that his mother and bzetherne 


tarted hym with out, heaſked them: who is mp mother 


and my bzetherne © Ind poyntynge his hande towarde 
his diſciples : Thoſe be ſaied he, my bzetherne and mo⸗ 
ther, and who lo els obeyeth the commandement of mp 
father. voherefoze virgins and all holy ſoules, engen- 
dꝛe Chzilte ſpiritually , Howe be it cozpozally onely one 


virgin dyd beare god and man, whiche is ſpouſe and 


alſo father vnto all other virgins . O thou maide, thin⸗ 
keſt thou this but a ſmalle thyng that thou arte bothe 
mother, ſpouſe, and doughter to that god, in whome 
nothyng can be, but it be thyne: and thou mateſt with 
good ryght, chalenge foz thyne: Foz bothe thou getteſt 
and arte gotten and marted vnto hym. Pfthou woldeſt 
haue a fay:e ſpouſe,itts ſated by hym: Thou arte beau⸗ 
tifull aboue the chꝛildꝛene of man, grace is diffuſed in 
thy lyppes.· It thou woldeſt haue a ryche huſband, thou 
maieſt here ſaied of hym: Honout and ryches is in his 
houſe, It thou woldeſt haue a gentilman, he is goddes 
ſonne, and rekeneth kourtene kynges in his petegrewe, 
and hts gencracions can not be expꝛeſſed, and the aun⸗ 
ctante ot his ſtbcke is befoze the makyng of the wozlde, 
tyme euer laſtynge. If thou woldeſt haue a myghty 
huſbande, It is ſaied by hym: He is wyſe in herte, and 
mightee in ſtrength. Ind in the. rclitif.pſalme:Gyzde the 
with thy ſwoꝛde vpon thy thygh molt myghtily. It you 
wolde 
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woldeſt haue a good one, thou ſhalt here nothyng ofte- 
ner of hym, than that he is the beſte. It thou wouldeſt 
haue one of great poſſeſſions, thou redeſt of hym, that 
all thynges bee ſubiecte vnder his keete. And in an o⸗ pal. 8. 
ther pſalme, that all thinges do homage bnto hym, and 
that not onely men be ſubtectes vnto hym, but alſo an- Pl. us. 
gels, and the elementes, and the heauens: whiche thing 
the veritee it ſelfe teſtifieth of his owne ſelfe, ſaiyng: Al 
power is geuen vnto me, in heauen and earth. It thou Mat. 28. 
woldeſt haue a wyle huſbande, all thinges be naked and 
open vnto the eies of hym . Noz he is not onely wyſe, 
but alſo the very wyſedome it ſelke, not the wiſedome of 
Socrates, oz Plato, oz Itiſtotle, but of god almyghty: 
Whiche by that ſame wyſedome hath made and gouer⸗ 
neth this wozlde that thou ſeeſt. Now thinke with what 
diligence this peerle ought to be kepte, that maketh the 
like bnto the churche,like bnto out lady, ſiſter vnto an⸗ 
gels, mother vnto god, and the ſpouſe of Chzifte, beſide 
wozldely honours, whiche ought to haue no place, oꝛ a 
verate lyttell place, in a chʒziſten bodies herte 5 But pet 
alſo they as it were faſten their eies vpon a virgine. 
Howe pleaſaunt and deare to euery body is a birgyne : In whas 
Howe reuerent a thing, euen vnto theim that be yll and — 
vicious thetin ſelfe? And amonge thoſe koule and fyls e 
thy goddes ofthe pagans, they ſaie that Cybele, whom 
thep all called mother, was a virgine. And Diana was 
the moſt fauoured of the goddes, becauſe ſhe was d per⸗ 
petuall virgin, Alſo the thinges made Pallas honou⸗ 
rable, virginitee, ſtrength, and wyſedome, and ſhe was 
feigned to bee bꝛedde of Jupiters bzayne, whome they 
called the greatteſt and pztnce of the goddes, of whiche 
nothyng myght growe, but pure, chaſte, and wyſe . So 

E. ttt, that 
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that they thought virginitee and wiſedome were ioyned 
together. And they dedicated the noumbze ok ſeuen, 
both to chaſtitee and wiſedome: Ind (ated that the Mu⸗ 
ſes, whome they called the rulers of all ſctences, were 
virgins. Ind in the temple of Apollo Delphicus. the 
wyle woman, whiche inſpired with the heauenly ſpirite, 
ſhewed thynges to come vnto them, that demaunded to 
knowe, was euer a virgine : whome they called alwate 
Pithta . Ylſo ſaincte Hieronyme ſateth, that all the Dt- 
byls, whom Uarro ſaieth were tenne in noumbze, were 
virgins. At Rome there was a temple of Ueſta, vnto 
whome virgines dyd miniſter, whiche were called Ue⸗ 
ſtales, and ail the Senatouts wolde ryſe and reuerence 
then, euery offycer gaue theim the waie, and they were 
in great honour with all the people ot Rome. Uirgi⸗ 
nitee was euer an holy thynge euen amonge theues, 
bzcakers of Daintuary, vngtacious liuers, mourde⸗ 
rets, and alſo amonge wilde beaſtes . Sainct Tecla, as 
ſainct Imbzoſe ſaith, altered the nature of wilde beaſtes 
with the reuerence of virginitee. Uirginitee hath ſo mu 
che meruailous honour in it, that wild lyons regarde it. 


COfthekepyng of virginitce aud chaſtitee. Cap. vii. 


oOvVvE Muche than oughte that to bee ſet by, that 
hath ofte tymes defended women againſte greate 
capitaues, tyꝛannes, and great hoſtes of men: we haue 
ted oß women, that haue ben taken and lette go againe 
of the moſte vnruly ſouldiouts, onely fo: the reuerence 
of the name ot virginitee, becauſe they (ated that they 
were virgins , Foz they iudged it a great wickednes, 
fo: a ſhozte and ſinall ymage of pleaſure, to miniſhe ſo 
greata treaſure: Ind every of theim had leauer that 
an 
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an other ſhoulde bee the cauſer of ſo wyked a dede than 
hym ſelke. O curſed mynde, and not wozthy to lyue, the 
whiche willyngiye ſpoyleth hir ſelfe of ſoo pzecious a 
thynge, whiche men of warre, that are accuſtomed to 
al mtſchiefe, yet dzede to takeawate. Alſo louers, which 
be blynde in the heate of loue, yet they ſtay and take a» 
uiſement , Foz there is none ſo outragtous a louer, if he 
thinke (he be a virgin, but he willalwate open his cies, 
and take dilcreacton to hym and deliberacion, and take 
counſaile to chaunge his mynde. Euety man is ſo ſoze 
a dꝛed to take a waie that, which is of ſo great pʒice, that 
afterwarde neither can they their ſelfe kepe noz teſtoze 
againe, thoughe they ſhall haue no loſſe by the meanes. 
And the vngracious mayde doubteth not to loſe that, 
whiche ones gone, ſhe ſhall by no meancs recouer a⸗ 
gain, whan ſhe hath ones [oſt the greattelF treaſure that 
euer ſhe had. Ind ifmocions of the mind may do ought, 
whiche if they be reaſonable and honeſt, ought to beate 
great rule. Let hir, thathath loſte hir virgtnitee, turne 
hir whiche waie ſhe will, ſhe ſhall fynde all thynges ſo⸗ 
rowfull and heauy, wailing,and mourning,and angry, 
and diſpleaſerfull. what ſoꝛowe will hir kynneſfolkes 
make, whan euety one ſhall thynke theim ſelfe dyſſhoe 
neſted by one ſhame of that mayde ? What mournynge, 
what teates, what wepynge of the father and mother, 
and bzingers Vpe Dooeſt thou quiete theim with this 
pleaſure fo2 ſoo muche care and laboure © Js ths the 
tewarde of thy bzingyng vp? wohat curſyng wyll there 
be of hir aquaintance: what talke of neighbours, fren- 
des, and companions, cutſyng that vngracious yonge 
woman. what mockynge and bablynge of thoſe mai⸗ 


des, that enuied hir befoze e What a lothynge * 
0» 
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hozrpnge of thoſe that loued hir e what fleynge of hir 
companp and deſertnes, whan euery mother wyll kepe 
not onely they: daughters, bit alſo they ſonnes frome 
the infection of ſuche an vnth:iftee mayde e And woars 
alſo, if ſhe had any, all flee awate frome hir. And thole 
that befoze ſeinbled loue with hir, they openly hate hit. 
yea and nowe and than with open woozdes, will caſte 
the abominable deed in hir tethe, that J wonder howe a 
ponge woman, ſeeyng this, can either haue iope of hit 
Iyfe,o: lyue at all, and not pine awate foʒ ſoꝛowe. Now 
wherto ſhulde J reherce the hate and angre ok folkes 
Fo: I knowe that many fathers haue cut the thꝛotes of 
their daughters, bzetherne of their ſyſters, and kynnel⸗ 
men of their kynnes women. 
¶ Hippomenes, a great manne of Athenes, whan he 
knewe his daughter defoyled of one, he ſhut hir vp in 
a ſtable with a wylde hozſe, kepte meatcles, ſo the hozſe, 
whan he had ſuffred great hunger longe, and becauſe 
he was of nature fierſe, he wared mad, and all to tate 
the yonge woman to fede hym ſelfe with. 

CPontius Aufidianus a Romaine, whan he perceiued 
his daughter to bee betrayed bnto Fannius Saturni⸗ 
nus by hit tutour, he lewebothe hir and the ſeruante, 
¶ Publius Attilius Philiſcus ſlewe his daughter be⸗ 
cauſe (he defouled hir ſelfe in aduoutry. 
¶ In the ſame citee, Lucius Uirgineus the Centurion, 
becauſe he had leauer loſe his daughter, and ſe hir dye 
a good maybe, than haue hir deflowzed, ewe with a 
ſwoꝛde his welbeloued and onely daughter Uirginea, 
whan he coude fynde none other meanes, leaſt ſhe ſhuld 
be compelled to be at the luſte of the iudge. 

In Spaine by out fathers dates in Tarraco, two 
= bie 
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whan they ſawe hir great with childe, they diſſembled 
theyz anger ſo lounge as ſhee was with chude: but as 
ſoone as ſhe was delyuered of hit childe, they thzouſte 
ſwoꝛdes in to hir bealy, and lewe his, the mydde wyfe 
lokyng on. In the ſame parte of Spame, whan J 
was a chylde, thze maidens with a longe towell ſtran⸗ 
gled a mayden that was one of they; compamons, 
whan they toke hir in the abominable dede. Hiſtozies 
be full ot examples, and dately ye ſee, neyther it is mer⸗ 
uaile, that theſe bee done of fathers and frendes, and 
that the affection of loue and charitee is tourned ſo (0- 
deynely in to hate: Whan the women taken with the 
abominable and cruell loue, all loue caſte quite out of 
theyz herte, hate their fathers and mothers, bꝛetherne 
and childzen, not onelp their frendes and acquaintance. 
Ind this J wolde not that onely maydes ſhulde thinke 
ſpoken vnto theim, but alſo maryed women and 'wpz 
dowes, and finally all women, 

C.Nowe let the woman tourne to hir ſelfe, and conſp⸗ 
dze hir owne vngtaciouſnes, ſhee ſhall feare and ab⸗ 
hozre hir ſelfe, noz takereſte date noꝛ nyghte, but euer 
vexed with the ſcourge of: hir owne conſtpence, and 
burned as hote fp:e bꝛondes, (hail neuer loke ſtedfaſtly 
bppon any body, but ſhe ſhall bee in feare, leaſte they 
knowe ſome what of hir lewdenes : that than no body 
ſhall ſpeake ſoftely, but ſhe ſhall thynke they ſpeake of 
hir bnthaiftynes . She ſhall neuer heare talkynge of 
naughtie women, but ſhe ſhall thynke it ſpoken by⸗ 
cauſe ofhir. Noz (he (hall neuer hearename of cozrus 
pcion ſpoken by an other, but ſhe ſhall thynke it mente 
by hir, 02 ofhir ſelfe. Noz no __ (all tour pztuelp 
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in the houſe, but che ſhall feare, leaſt hir vngraciouſnes 
dee opened, and that ſhe ſhall bee punyſhed treyght.- 
What realme wouldeſt thou by with ſuche perpetua 
veracton e vohiche many a man ſuppoſeth to bee none 
other peine in hell. The ſame pepne haue wytked men, 
' + but women karte ſozer, betauſe they offences bee reke⸗ 
ned fouler, and they bee moze tzmozous ot nature. Ind 
doubtles, if it be well conſydzed, women be wozthy thele 
punyſhementes, and muche wozle, that kepe not theyz 
honeſtce dilygently. Foz as foz à man nedeth manye 
thynges,as wiſedome, eloquence, knowlage ofthinges, 
with remembzaunce, ſome crafte to lyue by, Juſtice, 
Lybetalytee, luſtre ſtomacke, and other thynges moo, 
that were to longe to reherce, and thoughe ſome of theſe 
do lacke, it is not to be diſlik ed, ſo that many of theim 
be had: but in a woman, no manne will loke fo: elo- 
quence, great wytte, 02 pꝛudence, oz cratte to lyue by, 
oz oꝛdzyng ofthe commen weale, oz tuſtice, 02 lybera⸗ 
litee: Finally no man will loke foz any otherthynge of 
a woman, but hit honeſtee: the whiche onely, ik it bee 
lacked, is lyke as in a man, it he lacke all that he ſhulde 

haue. Foz in a woman the honeſtee is in ſtede ok all. 
It is an euyll keper, that can not kepe one thynge well 
committed to hir kepyng, and put in truſte to hir with 
muche commendacion of wozdes : and ſpecially whiche 
no manne wyll take frome hir agaynſte hir wyll, noz 
touche it, excepte ſhe be wyllyng hit ſelte. The whiche 
thynge onely, if a woman remembze, it ſhall cauſe hir 
to take bettet hede, and to be a moze ware keper of hit 
goodnes : whiche alone, thoughe all other thynges be 
neuet ſo well in ſaftes, ſo loſte, all other thynges periſ⸗ 
s together there with , what can be ſafe to a woman 
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ſaieth Luerecis, han bir honeſtre is gone e Ind yet 
had ſhe a chaſte minde in a coꝛtupte body. Thertoꝛe as 
Qutntiltan ſaieth ſhe tiyſte a ſwoʒde in to hit body, 
and auenged the compulſion, that the pute mynde 
myght be ſeparated from the defyled body, as ſhoztely 
as coulde be. But I ſaie not this becauſe other ſhoulde 
kolowe the dedde, but the mynde: Becauſe ſhee that 
bath ones loſt hir honeſtee, (houlde thynke there is no⸗ 
thynge lefte. Take frome a woman hir beautie, take 
from hir, kyared, riches, comelines, eloquence, ſharpes 
nes of witte, counnynge in hir crafte : geue hir cha⸗ 
ſtitee, and thou haſt geuen hir all thinges . Ind on that 
other ſyde, geue hit all theſe thynges, and calle hir a 
naughtie packe: with that one wooꝛde thou haſte taken 

all from hir, and haſt lefte hir bare and foule. There be 
alſo other thynges, bothe in the body and mynde, that 
helpe a woman vnto the keppng of hir honeſtee, wherof 
I wyll ſpeakenowe, 


COftheozderyngofthedody in a virgine. Cap. viii. 


T. o von it were not foz this purpoſe to ſpeake 
ok the bodye, not withſtandynge fo2 as muche as 
ſome thynges that be in the mynde come of the reaſon 
aud complexion of the body . Therfoze muſte we ſpeake 
ſome thynge of the oꝛdzyng of the body of a birgine. 
Fyzſte of all me thinke that it is to be tolde theyz father 
and mother, as Ariſtotle doeth bydde in his hiſtozte of 
beaſtes, that is, that they kepe their daughters, ſpecial⸗ 
ly whan they begynne to growe frome chyldes ſtate, 
and holde thetin frome mens companpe. Foz that time 
they be geuen bnto moſte luſte of the bodye . Ilſo the 
mapdens ſhulde kepe them ſelfe, bothe at all other, and 
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— — — either heatyng mtr os do 
yet nganp pnge, whiche thyng 
labour to dooe. Neuer the leſſe at other tpines to, and 
vnto the tyme, that they be matytd, muche faſiynge 
ſhall bee good, whiche doeth not keble the body, but 
bꝛydell it, and pꝛeſſe it downe, and quenche the heate 
of pouth. Foz theſe be onely the berate and holy faſtes. 
Lette they meate be meane and caſy to gette, neyther 
hot of it felfe,no2 ſpiſed with ſpices, no delpcate. Ind 
they oughte to remembꝛe, that our fy2ſte mother foz 
meate was caſt out of paradiſe . Ind many younge wo⸗ 
men that had ben vled to delycate meates, whan they 
had not theym at home, haue gone fo:the frome home, 
and icoperdedthey; honeſtee, Lette their dune be the 
dꝛynke pzcpared of nature. that is cleane water. Uale⸗ 
tius Maximus laieth, that wyne was vnknowen vnto 
women of Rome tn olde tyme, leaſte they ſhoulde fall 
in any ſhame. Foz by cauſc it was wont to be the nexte 
waie krome Bacchus the father of intemperance, vnto 
Uecnus bnletull. But if their ſtomacke will not beare 
water, geue theim ſome ale 02 bete, o2 ſmall wyne, as 
ſhall be ſufficient to digeſt thetr meate, and not enflame 
their bodies. Noz that is not onely good foz they ma⸗ 
ners and rankenes of the bodye, and wantonnes to 
kepe theun vnder, but alſo (Hall kepe better they; hel⸗ 
the . Jhaue ted in an epiſtole of ſaincte Hieromme vn- 
to Furia in this maner. 
CPÞPbiſicians; and ſuche as wꝛite the natutes of men: 
nes bodies, and ſpectally Galen in the boke of Helthe 
ſaithe, that the bodyes of chudzene and younge menne, 
and thoſe that be in luſtie age, bothemen and women, 
de veratehotte ot naturall heate: and that all meates 
1 XY that 
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that encreaſe heate, be berate noyſome foz them: and 
that it is good fo; theym to vie all colde thpuges in 
meates and dzinkes : As in contraty wyſe vnto olde 
men, aud ſuche as be full ot fleme and told, hote mentes 
and olde wyne be beſte . Wherfoze our ſauiour ſaythe: 
Take you heede to pout ſeite, that pour hertes bee not 
ouer coinmen with ſurket and dzunkennes, and the ca⸗ 
tes of this lyfe. Ind the apoſtle ſateth: wyne, in whom 
is lechery . Neyther it is wonder that he that made the 
veſſell dyd percetue this by the veſſell, that he made. 
where Terence, whole entente was to dyſcribe and 
ſhewe the condicions of the wozlde,ſated thus: without 
meate and d2tnke courage wareth colde , Therfoze firſt 
if theyꝛ ſtomacke be ſtronge enoughe, take water in thy 
wpne 02 dzinke, bntill thy maydes yeres be paſte: and 
ſuche water as is moſte colde . Ind if thou matelt not 
fo; feblenes, myngle it as Timotheus dyd, with a ly⸗ 
tell wyne koꝛ thy ſtomacke and weakenes , Than in 
meate eſchewe all hotte thynges . J ſpeakenot onely of 
fleſh, wherof the veſſel of election ſatnct Paule ſpeaketh : 
this ſentence, ſatynge: Jt is good to eate no fleſſhe, noz Rom1t> 
dzinke no wyne: but alſo of pulſe, all thoſe that be full 
of wynde and heauie oulde be eſſhewed . And a littell 
befoze: what nedeth it vs foz'to boſte out chaſtitee, 
whiche without it haue all beſyde that apperteyneth, 
as abſtinence and ſmalle fare, it can not dzpngpzore of 
it ſelke e The apoſtle werteth his bodye, and ſubpucthe 
it vnto the commandement of thempnde, keaſthe ſhulde 
not kepethathym ſelfe, whiche he byddeth other to doo. 
Than ho we can a ponge woman, that hath a body hot 
with meate; be ſute ok hit ſelfe £ Noz J condempne not 
with thele wooꝛdes meates r bath 2 
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vie with rendzyng of thankes, but J.take frome yonge 
men and maydens, the kendlyng of luſte. Foz neyther 
the bournyng Etna, no: the countrep of Uulcane, noz 
Ueſenus, uo2 yet Olunpus boyleth with ſuche heate,as 
the bodtes of younge folkes cnflamed with wpne and 
¶ u this haue Jbzoughte in of ſaincte Picronpme, 
thatyou myghte knowe what thinges that mayſter of 
chaſtitee dydde teache, whiche waityng vnto Dajuina, 
hadde leauer teoperde the healthe of the bodye than the 
foule, ſaiyng : It is better that the ſtomacke ake, than 
the mynde, and to tule the body, than to doo it ſeruice, 
and ſtagger in goyng, than in chaſtitee. 

C Che moſte holy man Gtegouus Raʒtanmzenus, that 
was ſaincte Hierommis matſtet, wolde that his mayde 
—— hir hunger with bꝛeade, and quenche hir 
zſte with water. 
C Hilarius the heremite, lyued in wylderneſſe with 
(mail foode, ſcantly pꝛeſetuyng the lyke, and pet felte 
hym ſelfe dyuers tymes pxcked with the bodtely luſte, 
he weried his body with faſtyng, ſaipng : J hall tame 
the concupiſcence, to make the thynke — thy weate, 
and not vpon thy pleaſure. Ind this ſate the diſciples 
of Chzilte, the felowes of ſaincte Paule, beynge geuen 
vnto ſobze and chafte religion: Xs who knewe, that 
the nouryſhementes of holy men ſente by the grace of 
god, dvere but ſymple and ſinall to contente — 
ut any pleaſure. , (129 
4. Reg. ¶ Heliſe nouriſſhed hym ſelfe and the chyivzene of the 
et. 5. pꝛophetes with wylde herbes, and he byddeth, make 
ſwete the bytter meate with flower, and not with ſuger. 
Ind he commaunded the ſouldtours W of 
whome 
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whome ne the cies, to be fedde with bzeads 
and wa 01 0 5 Ju I 
C Johfi the Baptiſte, that was choſen the ſhewer of 
Ch2trſte, and the lyght to come, was fed in deſette with 
graſhops and wylde hony. Habacuch carped the mate 
of the reapers bnto Daniell in Babylon, whiche was 
bꝛeade baken vnder the aſlhes . Ind a cuppe of water 
was ſent vnto Helie krom heauen, torefreſhe him with, 
and yet myght god haue ſent frome heauen partriges, 
and pheſauntes, and capons, and marche paines, as 
well as bzeade, but holy folkes nede noziſhemente to 
holde ths ſoule in the body, and not to dzowneit with. 
¶ what ſaie philoſophers, and the maiſters of wozdly 
wiſedome, all fpeake ofmeate that is eaſye to gette, to 
kepe the mynde ſobꝛe and the bodye chaſte? Socrates 
the father of Philoſophie dyd get by ſobze diet, that he 
was neuer infected with any ſoze oz ieoperdous ſicknes. 
C Alſo Coznelius Tacitus waiteth, that Deneca the 
philoſopher; in all his riches fed hym ſelfe with fruite 
and water: andtherefoze his bodye was bzoughte ſo 
lowe, that whan his veynes were opened, there woulde 
almoſteno bloude renne out. | 
CHowe trow you that renocrates liued, whiche whan 
his ſcholers hadde lapde hym a goodly queane in his 
bedde; and was muche pꝛouoked of hir onto luſte, yet 
he was not moued £ 30 | 

¶ Plato in his lawcs fozbyddeth pounge men wyne. 
Cicera in his offyces woulde haue all the ſyuynge and 
arrate of the bodp, to be taken to the helth and ſtrength, 
and not foʒ pleaſute. And he ſaitde alſo, it we woulde 
conſyder, what excellence and dignttce is in ce nature 
of man, we ſhulde underſtande, howe great ſhame it - 
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to waſteit awaieriottouſly, and to leade the lyfe dely⸗ 
cately and delictoufly : and how honeſt it is tolyue cha⸗ 
ſtely,ſobzely.ſadly,and meaſurably.Thts ſaieth Cicero, 
CAlfo-Oudius, geuynge remedye of loue, byddeth 
theim that (hall lyue chaſtelp alſo to lyue temperately, 
and eſchewe ſuche meate as moucth the bodye to luſte, 
and wynes ſpeciallp, and to bzynge ſuche to the table 
as tefreigne the luſte ofthe body. 
¶ whan J ſpeake of hotte meates, J wolde be vnder⸗ 
ſtande in ſuche exerciſes alſo, that heate the body, and 
of oyntmentes, ſpices, talkyng, and alſo ſighte of men. 
Fo: all theſe be hurtfull vnto the chaſtitee : foz they fire 
the mynde with fylthy and teoperdous heate. Noz let 
not your bed be berate ſoft, but cleane: the whiche thing 
alſo is to bee regarded in clothes, that they be not oer 
delicate, but without fylthe and without ſpotte, and 
Iyghtly the minde rctoyſeth in the clenlines of the body. 
Ind againe, a deyntee and a delycate mynde delpteth 
in ſylkes and coſtely clothes: and what ſo euer is not 
ſuche, it counteth harde and greuous. Gregozius 
Nazianzenus fo:byddeth matdes to weare golde and 
peerle, What a foly is it, to wene that theſe wooꝛdes of 
our ſauiout Chzilte, Ecce qui mollibus ueſtiuntur, in do⸗ 
mibus regum ſunt, cht is to ſaie, Lo, they that be clothed 
in delycate clothes, bee in kynges houſes: ſhoulde be 
bnderſtanden on this wyſe, that thoſe, whiche bee in 
the companye of Chziſten kynges, houlde be clothed 
with kyne and coſtely clothyng. Chziſtes faithe is holy 
and ſadde, and as the yocke of it is eaſp, pleaſant, and 
ſwete vnto the ſoule, and wherein the ſoule kyndeth reſt, 
ſo is it heuy and peinful vnto the pleaſures of the body. 
C No: let not a mayde ſlepe ouet longe, and pet ſuſfy⸗ 
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he, the whiche we pzoupde fo; on this 
wile, 1 kate better that folowe this ſobze 
dyette of ours, than they that kolo we pleaſures and de⸗ 
lycates : vnto whiche pleaſtites who ſo is geuen, we le 
be pale and conſumed, Ind beſpde all this, is ſome la⸗ 
bour to be geen, and fome occupacion mete foz a vir- 
gin, as Jhaue reherſed. Foz the diuelles ſubtiltee ne⸗ 
yer coineth.moze ſooner than in idelnes: Noz Uenus 
neuer vleth hir crattes moze redelp in any other caſes, 
and that not onely in women, but alſo in men, whiche 
be moze ſtedefaſt and conſtant . Dutde the craftes man 
ofhandiyng loue, determineth, that Egiſthus lette his 
mynde to defoule Clytemneſtra, the wyfe of kynge A⸗ 
gamemnon, and to kyll Agamemnon hym ſelfe, foz 
none other cauſe, but becauſe he was louthfull. Ther⸗ 
foze inthe remedies ot loue, that is one of the chiefe pꝛe⸗ 
ceptes, that the darte of Cupide take vs not idell, Foz 
he ſaieth. | 

It thou wpltebanyſheidelnes, 

Cupides bowes on the ſhall haue no myght : 
Ind alſo his hotte ve bzondes 
Shall lye quenched deuopde of lyght. 
C. Sainct Yieronime counſaileth the holy virgin De- 
metrias to eſchewe pdelnes , Ind cherefoze whan ſhe 
hath dooen hir pꝛaiers, to goe in hande with wolle and 
— that by ſuche chaunge of wooꝛkes the paies 
ſeme not longe. Noz he bad not, that ſhe ulde wozke, 
becauſe that ſhe was in any pouertee, whiche was one 
ok the mooſte noble women in Rome, and rycheſte, but 
that by the occaſion ot wozkyng, ſhe ſhulde thynke on 
nothynge, but ſuche as perteineth vnto the ſeruice of 


our lozde : whiche plate he endeth in this wiſe , J wyll 
G ſpeake 
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ſpeake generally, nothy Il be ſpecially pjectotts 
in ght, but in that thou makeſt thy ſelfe, ey⸗ 
ther fo; thyne owne ble, oz enſample of other virgins, 
o2 to geue bnto thy grande mother, oz thy mother, no 
not though thou deale all thy goodes vnto pooze fol⸗ 
kes . And verely ſo it is, fo; ſhe that wyl be idel, oʒ alſo 
geuen to play, and paſſyng of hir life in pleaſures, is 

not wozthy to haue hit meate in the churche of Chailte, 

inthe whiche ſapnct Paule the greatteft pzeachour-of 
2, Theſ. 3. Chzilte crieth, and pꝛonounceth as a lawe: who that 

labozethnot, lette theim not cate , This is the commen 

peyne of mankynde, geuen vnto theim fo2 the fyzſt of- 
Gefiiz> fenceofour auncient father Adam: Thou ſhalte eate 
thy bzed in the ſweatte ol thy face. Ind doubtles thoſe 
that be ſubiecte vnto this generall peyne, whan they 
offende and ſynne no leſſe than other, they ſhall haue an 
other peyne, eyther fozer, oz els no leſſe. | 
C Nowe ſeyng that J haue byd, that womens mpndes 
ſhuld be occupied, eyther with wozke oz els holy ſtudpe 
and communicacion, leaſt they fall in to vyce by ydel- 
neſſe : what ſhulde we thynke by them that play at car⸗ 
des 02 dice, whiche maner of paſtyme, whan it is foule 
in a man in a woman it is to be abhozred £ vohat can a 
woman learne, oz thynke, plaiyng at the dyce The 
mynde muſt nedes be altred and tourned all to coue⸗ 
touſnes, that is of it ſelfe enclined there bnto; and after 
fall fo pariury, fo; gredineſſe of the money. Alſo onthe 
other (yde, if men be there, (he hal here many thynges 
vncomly foz a woman to here. what a foule thynge is 
it, to ſe a woman in ſtede of hir wolbaſked, to handle 
the table bourde, foz hit ſpindell, the dyte, and fo2 hir 
clewe 02 pzayer boke, to toutne the cardeg : _ 

wp 
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wyſe man, but he had leauer ſee hir ydell, than ſo occu⸗ 
pied. Noz thete is no wyſe man, but he will curſe bothe 
ir that leatneth ſuche thynges, and hem that taught it 
hir, and theim that ſuffred them. 


Cort the rapmentes. Cap.ix. 95 , 


J- ſemeth to apperteine vnto the ſame place, to en⸗ 
create of the other oꝛnamentes of the body: Fyzſte of 
peyntynge. Uerely J woulde fapne knowe, what the 
mapden meaneth, that pepnteth hir ſeife £ ik it bee to 
pleaſe hir ſelfe. it is a vayne thynge : if it be to pleaſe 
Chuſte, it is a folp : if it be to delyte men, it is an vngra- 
ctous deede. Thou haſte but one ſpouſe, and to pleaſe 
hym with, make thy ſoule gate with vertue, and he (ſhall 
kyſſe the foz thy beautee . But parauenture thou ſekeſt 
ſome man to be thy ſpouſe, and woldeſt pleaſe him with 
peyntynge: Fyzſte I ſhall Hewe the, howe foolyſhe a 
thynge it is, and than howe vngracious . Me thynke 
it muche lyke, ik thou wylt go about to wpn theim with 
peynctyng, as thoughe thou wouldeſt entiſe 02 atempi 
bym with a viſer: whome whan thy viſer is ones oc, 
thou ſhalt make as muche to lothe the, as thou madeſt 
to lyke the, whan it was on. Thou art but in yll caſe, 
if thou haue nothyng els to pleaſe hym with, that ſhall 
be thyne huſbande, but onely peyntynge : howe ſhalte 
thou pleaſe hym, whan thou lackeſte thy — 

Excepte thou wylte neuer waſhe out that cruſt, dut go 

ſo · with a cruſte of peynctyng to bedde, and ſo riſe, and 

bee ſo with in and abꝛode amonge folkes . Ind moze 

duet, what a peyne is it to entende that peyntynge fo? 
any bodye, and not onely koꝛ the to kepe it holeifpllee { 
— a chame is it, if any mater 9 at” — 
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it, 02 the peyntynge foztune to melte by the occaſion of 
ſwette oz heate; and ewe the verate ſkpnne ? there can 
nothyng be mozefylthp to ſe to. Ind who J pꝛaie pou, 
wyll count them to be feyze, that he knoweth to be ub 
bered with peintyng, and not rather the fouter £ They 
' loſeallthehonourof beautie, whan they be pepnted. 
Foz all the beautie, that there is, is conteyned to be in 
the peyntyng . Ind alſo the tender [Rynne will reuyll 
the moze ſoone, and all the fauoure of the face wareth 
olde, and the bzeath ſtynketh, and the tetheruſten, and 
an cuyll apꝛe all the bodye over, bothe by the reaſon of 
the ceruſe, and quicke ſilucr, and ſpecially by the reaſon 
of the ſoopes, wherwith they pzepare the bodye, as it 
were a table, againſte the peyntynge on the nexte date. 
Wherekoze Oupde called theſe doynges venomes, and 
not without a cauſe. Alſo Juuenall aſt ech a queſti⸗ 
on pꝛopꝛely: She that is with ſo manye oyntementes 
flubbered and ſtarched is it to be called a face oʒ a ſoʒe a 
The whiche thinges J wolde moze largely intreate, bus 
that J am bozne in that Citee, where as the women 
haue a byle name foz this thyng : and in mp mynde nos 
without a cauſe, J will rebuke mine ownecountrey, wht: 
che is to me the molt dere, that fo; ſhame it mate leaue. 
¶ Nowe it᷑ thou canſte not els bee matyed, it is better 
neuer to mary, than to offende Chaiſte fo2 it, and be ma⸗ 
eyed to ſome fooliſhe man, that ſhalt haue moꝛe delyte in 
thy peyntyng, than in thy ſelle. Foz what hope canſte 
thou haue in that man, that hath moze delyte in a cruſte 
of white Ceruſe, than in an honeſt woman ? God hath 
geuen the a face after the image of his ſon :nozhehath 
not geuen it naked: Foz he hath inſpired the ſptrite of 
iyfe, that the image ol his lyfe, and all thynge mate aps 
pere 
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pere in it. Why than doeſt thou ouer couer it with dirte 
and mpze r The apoſtle Paule byddeth a man not to 
couer his heade, becaulett is the imageof god: what 
will he ſaie of the image of god in a womans face, ſo fti> 
led with that myze ? And becauſe no man ſhall teken it 
as a bourde, Saincte Hieronime ag ainſte Heluidius 
w2iteth in this wile, 
¶ She that is peynted by a glaſſe, and in diſpyte of 
hyin that made hit, ſhe gothe aboute to bee feyzer than 
ſhe is bone. Ind vnto Futia: what dothe purpurice 
oz Cetuſe in a chʒiſten bodyes face, of whome the one 
counterfaiteth the rudde of pꝛecious ſtones in the lyp⸗ 
pes, the other whytnes of face and necke, whiche is a 
fyze batoyonge. men, andafoment of lcchery, and in⸗ 
ſamples of vncleane myndes: Howe can ſhe wepe foz 
hir (ynne, that muſte bare hir ſuynne therewith, and 
fozowe hu face © This apparell is not the couerynge 
of our lozde, it is the couer of Anticryſte . Howe dare 
ſhe lifte vp towarde heauen that kace, that hir maker 
will not knowe? This ſaith ſapnce Hieronime. Nowe 
here the holy martyz ſayncte Cipztan, Ercedynge gap 
rayment, and immoderate trimmyng and peyntynge 
is mete fo2 them that haue ſet out chaſtitee to ſale, and 
Iightly they that ſette littell pztce by thetr honeſtee and 
goodneſle, are moſte deſirous of coſtly apparell. Ind 
in the ſcripture, that god wolde haue vs inſtruct with 
al and taught, the citee is diſcribed an harlot, piked and 
appareled goodlp, that ſhall periſhe together with hir 
apparel; and ſpecially becauſe of hir apparel, 
¶ Nowe what a madnes is to delite in that, whiche 
euet hath done hurte, and hurteth ſtylle: and to wene 
that thou ſhalte not peryſhe * that, _—_— 
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thou knoweſte that other haue d + Foz god 
made nepther purple, no; ctimſin ſhepe, noz taughte to 
die with the iuce of herbes : nepther kyne ſylkes enbzo- 
dzed with golde, perles, oꝛ pzectous ſtones, to hyde the 
necke in, whiche he made: and to hyde that, whiche god 
made in man: and ſhewe that, whiche the deuill hathe 
founde out and his damned aungelles : whan they felle 
from the heauenly vertue vnto the earthly contagyouſs 
ues, than they taught to peynte the blacke of eies, and 
ruddynesof chekes, and alter the naturall coloure of 
the heares and viſage. And verily me thynke, that foz 
the dzede that our faithe teacheth vs, and foz the loue 
that bzotherhod requireth, not onely maydes, but alſo 
wydowes and wyues, ſhulde be warned, pe and all wozx 
men in generall, that the wozke of god ought not tobe 
defyled with pelo we, oz blacke, 0z cedde colours, layde 
on it. Fo2 god lated ; Let vs make man after our owne 
ymageand lykenes. 4:45 1 24:34 
¶ Nove than,howe dare any be ſo bold to change that, 
whiche god hath made Foz they late violent hande on 
god hym ſelfe, whan they goe aboute to refourme and 
change that whiche he hath made, not wen > thas 
all thynge naturall is the wozke of god: and all that is 
by alteracion, is the woꝛke of the diuyll: Is if a coun⸗ 
nynge peynter had peynted any bodies p coun- 
nynglye, expꝛeſſyng bothe the fourme and qualitees of 
the bodie, than if any other come and laide to his hand, 
as thoughe he wolde amende it, ſhulde not he greatly 
diſmate and offende the fyꝛſte woozke man e Than-wez 
neſte thou to eſcape vapuniſhed, that offendeſt god the 
woozkeman of thy body e Foz thoughe thou bee not an 
adulterer towarde men, yet whan thou cozrupteſte — 
. 2 marr 
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matreſt that, which is goddes doyng, thou art a w 
adulterat: Ind wherechou thynkeft hp ſelke gay and 
well picked, that is a ſtrife ageynſt goddes wozke and 
bzeakyngeoftrouthe, Thy loꝛde ſayeth, Thou cauſte 
not make one whyteheare oꝛ blacke, and thinkeſt thou 
thy ſelfe able to ouercome the woꝛde of thy loꝛd e Chou 
dieſt thy heareby a bold pzeſumpcion and vngracious 
tontempte: and afoze hande thou ſygnifieſt thy heare 
to be flamed, and vngoodlye ſinneſte with thy better 
parteof the, that is thy head. Thele be ſayncte Cypzt- 
ans woozdes., ene 

¶ Alſo after theſe pzeceptes of Chʒiſten men, I am a» 
ſhamed to tehetſe oughte out of pagans . J will lay 
to, only one ofthe moſte wyſe men Lpcurgus, the ma⸗ 
ker of thelawcs of the Lacedemons : whiche whan he 
wolde haue women of his countrey to be regarded by 
their vertue, and not their oꝛnamentes, he baniſſhed 
out of the counttep by the la we, al peintyng, and com⸗ 
manded out of the towne all crafty menne of pikyuge 
and appatellyng. | 

COur loꝛde ſheweth by Oſee the pꝛophet, that the 
woman, whiche fel vnto adultery, apparelled hir ſelte 
with ouches and bzouches, that ſhe myght go wayte 
vpon men, and not hir loꝛde. Ind ik thou apparell thy 
ſeife foz god and good folkes, thou arte fapze enough. 
whan thou atte good: but thou canſte not pleaſe the 
diupll, and pll people, excepte thou myniſhe mukhe ok 
thy naturall fayꝛenes. What ſhuld all that golde dooe 
to bee wozne, as thoughe thou woldeſte ſhewe howe 
ſcronge thou arte, that canſte beare ſo muche weyghte 
Weneſt thou to ſeme feyzer, nobler, oz wyſer, if thou 


haue loo muche metall vppon the Nay neuer a —— 
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what than, thou wy e paraduenture, eme 
the rycher . O vaineſle of mpnde : is —— 
a ſaiyng of a chʒiſten mynde? Chou carieſte ſo muche 
golde about thy necke, that doeth no good, whan tho 
denieſt a halfpeny vnto theim that haue nede, and b. 
an hungred : and robbeſt thy neyghbours, and para⸗ 
uenture thy houſeholde, thy childzen, and thy huſband, 
that the beines of golde and pzecious ſtones (hyn 
mate dare the cies of theim, thatbeholde the. Js this 
Chziſten charitce e Dyddeſte thou ſweare this in thy 
baptyſme, whan thou laideſt, that thou fo:ſakeſt Sa- 
tanas and all his pompe : Ind pet what pompe of Sa: 
tanas is there, but thou bſeſt it moze ſuperſſuoulſlpe, 
than docth any pagan e Loke well on thy ſelfe : Chou 
ſhalt fynde thy ſelle one of ®atanas officers; that bſeſt 
at home fo many choſen meates to the full, bulkynge 
out capons, perttyges, pheſaundes, delycate cakes, 
potages, ſauſes, and ſoppes, and all coſtely; amonge 
ſo many of thy pooze neyghbours, that die fo: hunger: 
thou thatliueſt tn pleaſures, amonge ſo many Jabours, 
and paines of thy neyghbours : thou that goeſt in ſpl⸗ 
kes, and fine garmentcs,amonge ſo many naked: thou 7 
that arte ſo goodly to ſee to, amonge ſo many 2 
Arte thou the diſciple of pooze Chziſte, of that 
Nay nay, thou arte rather the diſciple of ryche Pluto, 
J wolde not, thou ſhuldeſt go bare necked: noz J wolde 

not haue the to excedyngly couered, to make a ſhewe 
of it. Folow Chztiſte, by whome thou haſte pleaſure to 
bee named: folowe his ſobze and meaſutable mother, 
whome men nowe honour as their ladye, and dpuelles 
dzeade,and ſainctes woꝛſhip: whoſe outwarde garment 
was courleciothe and ealp to * 
; ng, 
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thyng, that is to ſaie: hit hette and mynde gylted with 
golde, and ſet with pꝛecious ſtones, Thou canſte not 
be golde of bothe parties:chofe which thou wylte haue 
thy body oz thy ſoule golden. J can not reherſe al that 
longeth to this matter: pet wyll J ſpeake of ſmelles 
ſome thynges. | | 
¶ A chiſten mynde dothe not pꝛeyſe bnclenlyneſſe and 
ſtynke: fo2 Mary Magdalene poured vpon the head 
o our loꝛde oyntment of pꝛecious ſpike: wherok all the 
houſe ſmelled: no; that was not bnpleaſant vnto our 
loꝛde: But thele ſuperfluous ſauours, and fomentes 
of the body, whiche the inoze it is cheriſhed, the moze it 
riſeth and rebelleth agaynſt the ſoule, and lyke a tyran 
ruleth all the man, dꝛaweth all vnto vile antaſy, where 
the ſeate is of his delicatenes . Sapnct Hieronyme wzt- 
teth thus vuto Demetrias the birgyn : Let a mayde 
auoyde, as a miſchiefe oz a poyſon of chaſtitee, yonge 
menne with heades buſthed and trimmed, and ſwete 
ſmellyng ſkynnes of outlandiſſhe myſe. xcherfoze this 
ſaiyng of the poet arbiter was ſpoken: 

Be is not lyke toſauer well 

That euer hath a good ſmell. 
Alyke ſaiyng hath Marcial. 

J had leauer haue no ſmell, 
Than to ſauer euer well. 


¶ And plautus ſapeth, A woman euer ſmelleth beſt, 
whan ſhe ſinelleth ok nothyng. . 
¶ But here parauentur ſome dangerous dame wolde 
anſwer, that with hir quicke aunſwers hathe gotten a 
name of wiſedome: we muſt dooe ſome thynge foz uor 
byzth and gentyl bloude,and poſſeſſions , But what art 
thou, that ſo ſaieſt? I chziſten oz a 1 At _ | 
ea 
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be a pagane, J wyll not argue with the: if thou be a 
ch:iſten woman, wite thou well thou pzoude woman, 
that Chziſte knoweth no ſuche difference: that is a 
poynt of a diuiliſche pꝛide, and not ofa chziſten mynd. 
Seeſt thou not, howe that is none apparel;but fedyn 
ok thy pꝛyde e It is an old ſatyng and a trewe:No bea 
is p:0uder than a woman wel apparelled. Than wylte 
thou ſaie, we muſt nedes do ſome thynge foz the vſe of 
the woꝛlde and cuſtomes 5 Nowe wolde J know, whole 
cuſtome muſt be folowed : It thou name me wyſe men, 
graunt ; if thou ſate of fooles, why ſhulde they be fo- 
owed but offooles « And Quintilian ſaieth, thaggre⸗ 
ment and conſent of good folkes ought to be called an 
vſe. Parauenture there is an cuyl cuſtome bꝛoughte 
vp: be thou the firſte to laye it downe, and thou (halt 
haue the pꝛepſe of it, and other Mall folowe thyne en⸗ 
ſample . Ind as the yl enſaumple is bzought in of pl 
folkes and ſtabliſſhed : ſo of good folkes it ſhall be put 
awaie, and good bzought vp. Than if we muſte euer 
folow the cuſtomes of the wozld, welhall neuer amend, 
but euer ware wozſe, fo: than ſhal one fynde an yl vſe, 
and none inate put it awaie. 
¶ Nowe whoſe is that cuſtome, that thou talkeſt of, 
and of whome was it taken? Of pagane women, Why 
dooe not we than kepe ſtylle our paganes lawe e Foz if 
thou lyſt bee called Chzyſten, vſe maners accozdynge 
thers vnto . She is a pagane, andknolveth not god, 
noz the temperance of liuyng : Ind thou that knoweſt 
god. and arte chziltened, what dooeſt thou moze than 
e: What menteſt thou by that that thou renuncedſt 
Satanas with al his poinpe, whan thou doeſt not only 
matche the pagan in Datcanas pompe, but alſo paſſeſt 
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hir? Noz pet thou folowelt not thoſe ſad and holy pa- 
gans, but che moſt lewde, and lyght, and full of riotte, 
vice, and miſchieffe. Noz thou foloweſt not the women 
of Lacedemon, that were ſo honeſte, whoſe quene, the 
wyke of Lyſandze, and hit daughters, whan Dionp⸗ 
ſius the kynge of Spꝛacuſe ſent theim riche robes, they 
anſwered and ſated : They ſhal do vs moze ſhame than 
honour . Noz thou foloweſt not the women of Rome, 
that were in olde tyme, bnto whome whan kynge Ppy;* 
thus ſent his ambaſſadour with ſiluer, and golde, and 

. kercheffes of ſylke, there was none ſo deſirous oz gre- 
dy of apparel, oz ſo vnthziftilye mynded, to take any, 
Quinta Claudia, a religious virgin, was reputed foz 
a mys woman, bycauſe ſhe vſed to were gay rayment. 
There was in Rome, after the ſeconde warre agaynſt 
the Cartaginenles, a law called Optus lawe, that no 
woman ſhulde weareouer halfe a nounce of gold :noz 
weare no dpuers colozed clothyng. vohiche lawe indu⸗ 
ted vntil the great outragious ſuperfluitee came into 
the citie, whan women came rennyng fo:th, as though 
they had be mad, aſkyng a lycence to weare what they 
lyſte. But Marcus Cato, the great wyſe man, gaue 
counſaile contrary, with an ozacion full of wyſedome: 
and. u. Tribunes ſpake fo: them: whoſe folyſſhe and 
feble ozacions bee reherſed in Liuie the hiſtozpogra⸗ 
pher.But the women ouercame with their tmpoztunitee 
and buſines, that the bzpdel of their p:ide, inyght bee 
lette lippe, that they myght do what they luſt: wherof 
what hurt ſhulde come, Cato tolde befoze : and as in 
many of his other (aiynges, lyke wyle in that he was 
a true pzophet . Foz what man can tell, howe great'a 
loſſe is of chaſtitee, cauſed by this ſtriuynge foz ap* 
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parclle, whan cuery one is aſhamed to be ouercome of 
hir fclowe in raymente £ Ind whan they bee trymmed 
and decked, than deſpze they to go fooꝛth amonge men 
to ſhewe theim ſelfe . Ind there in is the ſhyppe wzacke 
of chaſtitee. 

CÞlutarchus ſateth, that it is a cuſtome in Egypte, 
that women ſhoulde weare no ſhowes , becauſe they 
Mulde abyde at home. Lykewiſe ik thou take from wo» 
men ſylke, and cloth ot gold, and ſilyer, pzectous ſtones, 
and gemmes, thou ſhalte the moze eaſily kepe theim at 
home. Alſo he reherſeth. it, ſentences, the one of Do- 
phocles the poete, and the other of Crates the philoſo⸗ 
pher. Sophocles ſpeaketh of riche oznainentes thus: 
That is none oʒꝛnamente thou wꝛetche, but a ſhame and 
a manyfeſte ſhewe of thy foly . Crates ſateth, that is 
an oznament, whiche exalteth: anda woman is exalted 
with that, whiche maketh hir moze honeſte : But that 
doeth nepther golde, noz perle, no2 purple, but ſuche 
thynges,as be ſignes of grauitee, ſobzenes, a chaſtitee. 
CDemocrates lateth, that the adoznamente of a wo⸗ 
man ſtandeth in ſcarſitee of ſpeache and apparell . In 


whiche opinion Dophocles is. Ind amonge the Gre». 


kes this was a common lateyng, and ina maner of a 
pꝛouerbe: The oꝛnament of a woman is not gold, but 


condtcions e Alſo Itiſtotle, the moſt wile philoſopher, 


byddeth women ble leſſe apparell than the lawe ſuf - 
kreth e and he byddeth theim conſydze, that neyther the 
goodlynes of apparell,noz the excellence of beautie, noz 
the abundaunce of golde is of ſo great eſtimacion in a 
woman, as is meaſurablenes and dylygence to Iyue 
well and honeſtly in all thynges. And of the ſame opi⸗ 
niov e the other wiſe men ol the pagans:that a chꝛiſten 

woman 
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woman mai e be a ſhamed to folowe pagans, not thoſe 
ſage and wyſe men, no2 thoſe vertuous and honeſt wo⸗ 
men, but the errour of fooles, and enſample of madde 
women. Ind J conkeſſe, that I can not tel, what honeſt 
colour women mate late foz their apparell, but onely 
that they mate ſeine fayzer, aud entyſe men, whiche wer? 
a ſhame, ye foz Gentyls . Therfoze thou bothe ſerueſte 
thy pꝛyde, and ſetteſt the deuylles nettes in thy bodye, 
to catche with all the ſoules of theim, that beholde the. 
Thou woman, not a Chꝛiſtiane, but the miniſter ofthe 
diuyll, the felle thꝛetnyng of our lozde diſpleaſed with 
the, (hall be pzonounfed vpon the, ſaiyng by Eſate the 
pꝛophet: Dur lozde ſhall make balde the heades of the 
daughters of Sion, and in ſtede of oꝛnament thei ſhall 
haue ſhame, and fo2 their ſhowes, and yppers, and 
cheynes, pꝛecious ſtones, pommanders, and glaſſes, 
and ſwete ſauours, they ſhall haue ſtynke: and foꝛ theit 
gyꝛdelles, they ſhall haue ropes : and fo2 their criſpe 
heare, they hall haue baldepatis . Theſe wozdes our 
loꝛde (ated of women. 

¶ And the holye inarty2 ſaincte Cypzian ſaieth: There 
be ſome ryche women and abundant in goodes, whiche 
beare their treaſure on theim, and ſate they muſte ble 
they: goodes . Firſt let theim knowe, that ſhe is ryche, 
that is riche in god: and ſhe is abundant of poſſeſſions, 
that is abundant in Chziſte: and thoſe be good, that be 
ſpitituall, diuine, and heauenly, whiche ſhall abyd? with 
vs in perpetuall poſſeſſion. But and thou arraie thy 
body ſumptuoudſlp, and goe gayly fooꝛthe abꝛode, and 
entyſe the etes of thein that beholde the, and dꝛawe the 
ſyght ofyongemenafter the, and noꝛiche the luſt ofcon- 
cupiſcence, and fpze and kendle the ſmel of ſpnne, in ſo 
H. iii. muche - 
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much that thoughe thou peryſhenot thy ſelfe, yet thou 
halte cauſe other to peryſhe, and make thy ſelfe as a 
poyſonerand a ſwoꝛde vnto theun that ſe the:thou canſk 
not be excuſed as chaſte in mynde, thyne euyll and vn⸗ 
chaſte rayment ſhall rep;oue the, nepther thou canſte 
not be counted among maidens and virgins of Chziſt 
that ſo liuiſt, that men (hal loue the tnozdinatly . Thou 
boſteſt thy poſſeſſiõs and virginttee:but a virgin uld 
8 not boſte hir tyches, ſeynge that holy ſcripture ſaithe: 
5. what hath pꝛyde auayled vs Oz what good hathe 
the boſt of xyches done vs ? Al they be paſſed as a ſha⸗ 
dowe. Thou ſapeſt thou arte riche, and thynkeſt that 
thou mult vie thole thynges, that god wolde thou 
ſhuldeſt haue. Uſe them, why note But pet in goodnes 
and good wayes, ble theym in ſuche thynges as god 
commanded, and as our loꝛde taught. Let theim fele 
thy ryches that haue nede, let theim knowe the to be of 
ower: get winnynges vnto Chzilt of thy patrimonp, 
egod , This ſaieth the marty; ſayncte Cypztan. 
wwhiche thynges are a great deale better foz a chziſten 
woman to know and do, than that the pagans do: and 
it were mete foz theim to take hede vnto the phyloſo⸗ 
phers, and not to folow the dedes of fooles, and apply 
bato the fantaſies of madde folkes, excepte we wolde 
ſpende our lyfe madly and fooliſhly, | 
(But here ſome man wolde ſate: what, woldeſt thou 
part won; to be filthy and luttiſſhe - Nap verely, 
wolde not haue them ſo : noz my pzeceptes be not ſo 
vnclene: noꝛ I ipyke not luttyſhnes. Ind what maner 
a ones they ſhuld be, ſaynt Peter and ſaint Paule, two 
defenders of the churche, teache in two ſhozte pꝛecep⸗ 
. pet 3. tes. Daynt Peter ſapth: Let not the outwarde appa- 
rel 
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rel of women be decked with p bꝛaidyng of hit heare,noz 
with wzappyng of golde about it, oz goodly clothyng: 
but the mynde and the conſcience, that is not ſene with 
cies, it it be pure and quiet, that is a goodly thynge, 
and excellent afoze god. Ind ſapncte Paule ſayth : wo⸗ 


men in their array ſhoulde apparell theym ſelfe with 


ſhamefaſtnes and ſobzenes: and not with bꝛaidyng of 
their heates, oz golde, oz petles, oz pꝛecious clothyng: 
but as women ought to dooe, let theim ſhewe bertue by 
good wozkes. han the apoſtles ſaie theſe wooꝛdes. 
they bydde not women be luttiſſhe and ſlubbered: noz 
foule with dyzte and clowtes: but they counſaile theim 
from ſuperfluous tayment, and wyl theim to vſe mean 
clothyng, and ſuche as is caſp to come by. Foz meſura⸗ 
blenes hath his clennes, and that far moze purethan 
the great exceſſehath, as it is moze eaſy to kepe a lytel 
- veſſel than a great meany . Let hir not be clothed with 
veluet, but with wollen: noz with ſilke, but lynnen,and 
that courſe . Let not hit rayment ſhyne, ne let it not be 
fluttiſh, neythet let it not be tobe wondzed on: noz let it 
not be to be lothed:as foꝛʒ the wearing of gold, oꝛ ſiluer, 
oz perle, 02 pꝛecious ſtones, J ſe not what it is good 
foz, ſauyng that the vertue ot ſome ſtones is moꝛe ſet dy 
than p che we, as coꝛal 0: emeraude: it᷑ at leſt way thoſe 
lytel thinges haue ſo muche vertue in them as men ſay. 
But nowe mo ſeke them foz vanitee, that he may ſeme 
moze tiche, than foz Þ vertu. Noz let hir not peyiſt noꝛ 
anoynt hit face, but waſh it ⁊ make it clene:noꝛ dye hit 
heare, but come it clenly. Noz lette hir not ſuffer hir 
head to be full ofſcurfe:no2 let hir not delyte to waſhe 
it in ſwete ſauours: noz to kepe it ſtynkynge: noz loke 
in a glaſſe to peynte hir, oz trymme hir gaply by s but 
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to haue awate, if any foule thyng oz vncomly be on hir 
head, that ſhe could not els ſe: and than lette hit arap 
hir (clfe therby, leſt any thyng be in hir face to defoule 
ir, beyng els chaſt and ſobze - Fynally, that whiche 

ocrates badde his ſcholers, lette hit thynke ſpoken 
vnto hit to, that they ſhulde loke them in a glaſſe, and 
ik they were kayze, that they ſhoulde ſe leſte the mynde 
were foule:and if they were foule, that with the beautee 
vk the mynde they ſhulde countterpeyſe the dekozmitee 
of body. Moꝛe ouer, let an honeſt mayde remembze ſtil, 
that beautie hathe bzought many of thepin that haue 
had it, in great pzyde : and many of theym that haue 
ſene it, into abhominable ſynne. wherfoze many holy 
women haue labozed to ſeme leſſe fapze than they were. 
Is fo this nedeth not to byd J ſuppoſe, that a woman 
all vſe no mannes tayment, elles let hir thynke ſhe 


Deu. 22, hath the mans ſtomacke, but take hede to the wozdes 


ok our loꝛde, ſatyng: A woman ſhall not put on man⸗ 
nes apparell : fo: ſo to dove is abhominable afoze god. 
But Ittuſte no woman wyl dooe it, excepte ſhe be paſt 
bothe honeſtee and ſhame. 


Cot the liupng alone of a virgin, Cap. x. 


o Lr wziters (ay, that death goth into the ſoule 

by the ſenſes of the body like wyndowes : except 
a man be wyſely ware , Folkes be toled and entyced 
with the pleaſures ofthe wozlde: where with alſo the 
ſoule is caughte and holden . Therfoze a mayde ſhulde 
go but ſeldome abꝛode: becauſe ſhe neyther hath any 
buſineſſe fozthe, and ſtandeth euer in ieoperdpe of hir 
chaſtitec, the moſte pꝛecious thynge that ſhe hath, And 
let hir wayte vpon hir mother, not onely whan ye 

got 
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gothe fozthe, but alſo at home: whiche thinge they; mo- 
thers muſte alſo be charged with, 

¶ Satncte Hieronyme counſayleth Leta, that whan 
ſhe gothe to hirmaner place in thecountrey, ſhe doo not 
leaue hir daughter in hir houle within the citee: lette hir 
not canne ne maie to lyue without you ſateth he: and 
whan ſhe is alone, let hit keare. whiche ſaiyng J wold 
haue thus bnderſtande, that the mother ſhulde take hir 
daughter awa'e with hir, ik ſhe tary any whyles. Foz 
els it is no nede to take hir daughter with hir, as ofte 
as ſhe goth fozth: and ſpetially it ſhe go to any feaſtes, 
02 mariages, 02 metynge of men, oz any other lye 
place, that ſhe muſte go to, 02 to fulfyll hir huſbandes 
pleaſure: where it is not mete fo2 hit daughter to goe: 
and lette there bee at home ſome good woman keper of 
hirchaſtttee . Foz there is no greatter miſchiefe, than 
that that is bzeade at home, noz moze ieoperdous. How 
ſhalt thou auoyde that, excepte thou eſchewe it vtterly : 
what auayleth it to ſaue the wodde frome all harme, 
whan there is a wozme within, that eateth it: 

C Jknowea very good woman, whiche was made the 
ouer ſcar of mapdes, that woulde not cozrecte and take 
awaie hir ſonnes, whan they played ſomewhat wan⸗ 
e tonly with wenches, becauſe ſhe loued theim ſoinewhat 
t tendꝛely, no2 kepe frome harmynge of they chaſtitee. 
d Where koꝛe it is to bee taken heede of, that the woman, 
e whome the mayde is put in truſte to, haue no wanton 
e ſonnes, noz bzetherne, whome ſhe dare not be agapnſt. 
p Lette hir not be onely chaſte, but alſo in countenaunce 
* and grauitee, bothe of wyſedome, maners, and ſpeache, 
d woozthp to behadde in reuerence: whole eies and loke 


e they will be aferdeof, and not _—_ theyz ſpeache: — 
| an 
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and though they be hit elder bzetherne, that ſhe feare 
nothynge in doynge hir duetee of watche and kepyng 2 
So that ſhe make al thing belogyng vnto hit chaſtitee, 
ſafe with hir pꝛeſence: and ſuche as wolde tolle theym 
vnto wantonnes and vice, with hir example is foz to 
be dzyuen far awaie. But ſhe that wyll be hyzed of a 

louet, to pzouoke, to moue with ſpeche and woozdes, 

lacketh the name of a teaſonable creature : Foz that is 

a diuilliſſhe thyng: whiche a maide ſhall flee fro, lpke 

as ſhee wolde krome an adder oꝛ a ſerpente: whiche all 

folkes ſhulde dꝛyue out of the countrey as a commen 

diſtruction of theim all. It can not be tolde, hom much 
milchiefe ſuche women becaule of. Therfoze let not 
a mapde ones abyde the ſyghte of ſuche women , Foz | 
they be very cocatrices : and inſpire popſon with their 
loke, and flea with the only beholdyng . Noz lette any 
man thynke, that I ſpeake this as a ſtmilitude beyond i 
the very trouthe : Foz ſome be lo craftye, that they can ! 
catche one with a loke, without wozdes, and ſome ble U 
inchantementes and charmes : where of there be ma- h 
n 

b 


ny examples. Fiſo with the onely loke and ſalutynge, 
this ſerpent caſteth a blot on the ponge woman, bnto 
whame ſHeſpeaketh and loketh, namely there as ſuche 
a woman is knowen:beſyde the ſhame that ſhe cauſeth 
in that houſe, that (he teſo:teth vnto. Therefozelet the 
mapde flee vnto hir mother, as vnto hir ſaynctuary, 
and ſhewe vnto hir, what that vngracious body wold 
haue done: oz els ſo auopde and keepe hir ſelfe frome 
bir, that they that ſee it, mate perceyue by hir cheere, 
that ſhe feareth the miſcheuouſnes of that woman: 
and ſo ſhe ſhall dooe hir ſelfe good with the dede, and 
other with hir exaumple, whan (hee ſheweth — 

maides, 
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matdes, what they ought to feare in that woman. Ft 
were good foz the common welthe , that inquiſtcion 
were made ofolde pooze women, that the ruler of the 
citee myght knowe, howe they gette thetr liuyng. 

C Alco of the ſeruantes ſaint Hieronime ſaith, Þ wolde 
ſhe ſhulde loue none of hir maides inoze than an other, 
in whoſe care ſhe ſhulde vſe to rowne and tytle often. 
What ſo euer (he ſaieth to one, let al here it: Let hir bee 
content with a maide not pyked, and fayze, and wan⸗ 
ton, that can ſpnge a balade with clere voyte: but fad, 
pale, and bntrimmed . Allo he ſateth vuto Demetrias * 
Se that none of hir felowes dooe hir harme, either with 
nyce rayment, oꝛ wanton wooꝛdes. 
¶ Baue nought to dooe with ſuche women, that haue 
pleaſure to bee ſene, and loued, and make their boſte, 
that they haue ſuche a fayze louer, oz ryche, os noble: 
and beareth about letters ſent frome hym, and other 
whyle ſheweth theim vnto their companions, oz telle 
his dedes, oz reherſe his woozdes : This he dyd, this 
he ſaied to me: thus he cometh to me, thus he pꝛayſed 
me: auoyde theim a waie, be they neuer loo nere neigh⸗ 
bouts, be they neuer ſo ryche, bee they frendes, kyns 
folkes, alyans, yea though they be thy ſyſters, refuſe 
theym . Foz they be bytten of the woode dogge the 
diuyll: and be fallen woode their ſelfe: wherin there is 
no name ſo dere, that ſhulde oꝛ ought to bꝛynge a maide 
to thetr company, but rather the mother ſhuld kyll the 
child, and the ſiſter the bzother;and the bꝛother the ſiſter, 
and ſiſter the ſiſter, and bzother the bother. Therkfoze 
the maide that wil dooe by my counſaple, (hal paſſe the 
tyme with choſen virgins, lyke hir ſelfe : and in good 
and honeſt paſtimes, and other 4 with dot, re⸗ 
ui. yng 
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' dynge oz communicacion, ofſuche thynges as ſhe hath 
redde: but let hir talke nothyng of daunſynge, 02 feas 
ſtynge, oz pleaſures, leaſt hir compamons bee moued 
with ſome falſe colour of delite: noʒ let no man be by, 
And whan che is left of hit felowes in hir chaumbze a» 
lone, let hir not be vtterlp idel, foz it is ieoperdous to 
be idel, ſpecially beyng alone. No2 I wolde ſhe ſhulde 
ſuffre hir mynde to mule, thoughe it be neuer ſo good 
and holy at the beginnyng . The mynde of a woman is 
vnſtable, and abideth not longe in one place, it falleth 
frome the good buto the bad without any labonr . And 
©y1Uus the poet ſemeth not al without a cauſe to haue 
ſaied. A woman that thynketh alone, thynketh eupl. 
Noz Maty Magdelene, whiche late at the foote of our 
loꝛde, and herde his woozde, dyd not onely vſe the cons 
templacion of heauenly thynges, but ſhe dyd that whe⸗ 
ther (he redde oz herde, oz pzapde. Ind ſo ſhal (by mine 
aduiſe) not only a maide, but alſo any woman. Foz in 
many places of this boke we geue pzeceptes foz all wo⸗ 
men in generall. Therkoze on the holy daie let hir ep⸗ 
ther rede, 02 p:ay, whan ſhe is alone: and on the wooʒ⸗ 
kynge dapes likewyſe, oz els let hir wozke, And it is 
no doubt, but the aungell founde Maty doynge ſome 
ſuche thynge, whiche was afrayde, whan ſhe ſawe a 
maus face, where ſhe was not wont. Therkoze ſhe is 
called in Ebze we Alma, that 1s as pe wolde ſaie, a vir- 
Efaie, 7» gin cłoſed in. And this ts the that Elaye the pꝛophet 
ſpeaketh of ud theſe woozdes ; Be holde a virgin cloſed 
bp ſhall concepue and beate god and man. Ind onely 
that maide concepueth Chziſte, whome fewe knowe, 
but only Chꝛiſte. Therfoze (hall the mapde let no man 
into the houle at home, but whome hir father by Gay 
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al wozdes commaundeth to be let in: and in pzoces of 
tyme (he (all begynne to helpe to eaſe hit mother of 
hir Jabouretn the houſe . vchome, and hir father to 
gether, ſhe all haue moſte dere of all thynges nexte 
god. And ik they commaunde their daughter to go in 
hande with wolle oz flax, 0z any handy wozke, ſhe ſhall 
not onely except their commaundement without grut- 
chyng, but alſo gladly, and with mery chere, and that 
the moze diligentlp and featly, if the father and mother 
gette any parte of their liupng thereby: and than (hall 
the thynke hir lelfe happy, and thynke that ſhe rewar- 
deth theun, that ſhe ſhuld of duetee, and to nozyſh them 
ageyne, that haue noziched hir. 

Whan a maide mate foz houſeholde buſpnes be a- 
lone, and pꝛap, firſte let hit geue hir ſelfe holp to god, 
let hit woꝛchyp Chaſte and his mother, and aſke per⸗ 
done and peace ot theim, and than conſidze hir ſelfe to 
be à chuſten virgin, Chaiſtes ſpouſe, and the folower 
of Mary: and that the virginitee ofthe body is nought 
wozthe, except the inynd be pute with al, and ik that be, 
nothynge to be moze clene, nothyng moze pleaſure to 
god: and hir ſelfe to be the folower of the moſte holy 
mother of ourlozde. Ind kyzſt of all let hir countrefete 
hir excellente vertue, that ſobzeneſſe and humilitee of 
- mynde, whiche was ſo great, that whan ſhe hadde all 
thynges moſt goodly and erceilent, yet was ſhe neuer 
the moze hygh mynded oꝛ pzoude : The moſte Hoble 
maide that had ofhir lynage. xu. kynges, and (oo 
many dukes of Jſrael, commen of ſuche a noble kpn 
and ryche, alſo hir ſelfe made ryche of the wyſe men, 
hir ſelfe moſte fapze, inoſte wyſe, and well learned, and 
pet foʒ all that, howe euen a mynd dyd ſhe beate, howe 
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humble opinion ſhe had of hir ſelfe e Alſo knowynge 
of the heauenly byzth, beyng mother ol ſuche a ſonne: 
pet diſdeigned ſhe not to haue a carpenter to hit huſ⸗ 
bande, and to dooe hym ſerutce, and to goſehir kinnes 
woman, and to be with hir at hir labozyng, and ſerue 
hir: ſhe dyd ſet no moze by hir lelfe, than by any other: 
no; diſdeigned none other, in compatiſon to hir ſelke, 
neyther foz hir kyn, noz beautee, noz wyt, noz dignitee: 
but ſhe thought hit ſelfe wozſe than any other, whan 
(he was in dede better than angels, whoſe queene ſhee 
was ozdeyned to bee. voherfoze J holde not with it, 
that out lady ſhulde be peincted ſo in ſtikes and golden 
garmentes, and decked with gemmes and perles, as 
thoughe lhe had had any delite in ſuche thynge, whan 
he was in carch here: but nothynge leſſe repzeſenteth 
hir, and J had leauet Cc ſhulde be poztured in a ſym⸗ 
ple aray, and ſuche as ſhe vſed in dede, that we myght 
haue afoze our cies the humilitee of hir inynde moze 
- plainly, that it mought be an enſample to teache ryche 
men, and to comkozte the pooze : and that the pooze 
mens ſtomackes inate increale, and the ryche decreaſe. 
and both their ſtomackes be bzoughte to a reaſonable 
meane, that neyther the ryche men diſpeite: noz the poze 
be ouet bolde to truſte ouer muche . Therkoze by my 
counſayle the maide ſhal folowe hir example, not with 
a feignyng and a diſſemblynge mynde, but true and 
ſcedkaſte, leſt there be a wozſe vice lyeng vnder a colour 
of vertue, as it were a poyſon vnder an holſome thyng, 
02 aſoze bnder an hole ſkynne, 

CLet women ble no feignyng, noz clokyng, to ſeme 
good with all :nozlet theum not thynke, that they can 
cloke, oz els chaunge the nature of thynges : the coun⸗ 
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terfete is not lyke the very thinge, the couered and ſha» 
dowed is feble and vnſure, and ſhall bee at laſte open 
and knowen.Therfozelet a yonge woman be in dede,as 
ſhe ſheweth demure, humble, ſobze, ſhamekaſte, chaſte, 
honeſt, and vertuous, bothe let hir ſeme ſo, and bee ſos , 
and let hit pʒaie vnto the holy virgin, whome ſhe hall 
truely repzelente with hir lyuynge, and bee therfoze the 
moe pleaſant vnto hir, and alſo vuto Chziſte, that ſhall 
aknowlage hir his ſpouſe: let hir pzate fp2ſt fo2 hit (elfe, 
that he mate be encreaſed in vertue, and purpoſe of hir 
holy chaſtitee, and other vertues: ſecondelp foz hir fa- 
ther and mother, bzetherne, (iſterne, and kyns folkes, 
and other,foz whom hir duetie is to pꝛaie. Foꝛ hir pꝛater 
ſhall be moſt acceptable vnto god, and moſte cffectuous 
to obteyne, becauſe it commeth of a pute and a holy 
mynde, and moſte chʒiſtiane. wolde ſhe ſhulde either 
vnderſtande what ſhe pꝛaieth, oz cls ſpeake in that lan⸗ 
gage, that ſhe dothe vndetſtande: oꝛ what ſo euer ſhe 
pꝛaieth in latine, let hit gette it declared vnto hir in hir 
owne tonge befoze, of ſoine body , Noz let hir not wene, 
that pzater ſtandeth in the murmuring and wagging of 
the lyppes, but in the herte and mynde, whan ſhe tyf- 
teth vp hir mynde frome theſe vile thynges in earth, vn⸗ 
to heauenly and diutne thynges. And where we be com⸗ 
manded in the maſſe, where it is (ated, Surſum corda, 
that is as muche to ſate, as Vp our hertes: weanſwere, 

Habemus ad dominum, that ts to (aye, we haue“ vnto 
our loʒde: In whiche anſwere full many lye, that whan 
ther ate ſo thynke in dede vpon ſome wozldly buſpneg. 1 n. 4, 
But Chziſte ſaieth, that true woꝛſhyppets de theſe, 1 
that wozſhip the father in ſpitite:and that this wozſhtp- 
ppnge is moſte pleaſaunt bnto hym, and this bunte 

moſte 
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moſte acceptable. Therfozelet hit ſee, that hir thought 
and mynde diſcoꝛde not from hit wozdes: let hit ſpeake 
the ſame within, that Che lpeaketh without, ye and hold 
hir tongue outwardly and ſhe will, oz talke of other 
matters, ſo that ſhe crie vnto god inwardely, and ſaie 


Cant.5/ with the ſpouſe, J llepe, and iny herte waketh, 


C Of the vertues of a woman, and examples that 
ſhe ſhoulde folowe. Cap. xi. 


A voman (halllearne the vertues of hir kynde 
all together out of bokes, whiche ſhee ſhall ey⸗ 
ther read hit ſelfe, oz elles heare read , Ind it becom⸗ 
meth euery woman to bee indewed with all kynde of 
vertue, but ſome bee neceſſary foz hir: as all vyce is 
hamefull, and ſome abominable and curſed : and ſome 
vertues bee foz wyues, ſome fo: wydowes, ſome fox 
religious women, but J will ſpeake ot ſuche as belong 
vnto the holle kynde of women. 


Chaſtiee ¶ pꝛſte let hit vnderſtande, that Chaſtitee is the pꝛin⸗ 


cipall vertue of a woman, and countrepeyſeth with all 
the reſte : if ſhe haue that, no man will loke foz any o⸗ 
ther: and if ſhe lacke that, no man will regarde other. 
And as the Dtoicke philoſophersreken, that all good; 
nes ſtandeth in wiſedome 2 and all vll in kolp, in ſoo 
muche that they (ated, onely the wiſe man to be ryche, 
free, a kynge, a citeſpn, fapze, bolde, and bleſſed; and a 
foole,pooze, a thzall, an outlawe, a ſtraunger, foule, a 
cowherde, and wꝛetched: lykewiſe it is to be iudged of 
Chaſtitee in women, that ſhe that is chaſte is fapze, well 
kauouted, riche, fruittul, noble, and all beſt thinges that 
can be named: and contrarte, ſhe that is buchaſte, is a 
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ſee and treaſure ot all plnes: Now Shamfaſtnes and So- 
brenes be the tnſeparable companions of Chaſtitee, in ſo 
muche that he can not be chaſte, that is not aſhamed: 
fo; that is as a couer and a baylle of hit face , Foz 
whan nature had ozdepned, that our faces ſhoulde be o⸗ 
pen and bare of clothes, ſhe gaue it the vaylle of ſham- 
kaſtnes, where with it ſhulde be couered, and that koz a 

reat commendacion, that who ſo dydde loke vpon it, 

uld vnderſtand ſome great bertu to be vnder that co- 
yer: noznoman ſhulde ſee it couered with that vaple, 
but he ſhulde loue it: noʒ none ſee it naked of that, but 
he ſhulde hate it. Our loꝛde cutſeth an vnchaſt woman, tere. ;. 
ſaiyng: Thou haſte the face of an harlot, thou arte paſt 
ſhame, Ot ſhamekaſtnes cometh demurencs and me⸗ 
ſarablenes : that whether ſhe thynke ought, oz ſate, 02 
do, uothyng ſhall be outragious, neyther in paſſyons 
of mynde, no2 wooꝛdes, no: dedes, no2 pꝛeſumptuous, 
no2 nyce, wanton, pierte, noz boſtyng, noz ambicious. 
And as foz honours ſhe wyll neyther thynke hir ſelfe 
woozthp, no; deſpꝛe theim, but rather flee them: and if 
they chaunce bnto hir, Che wyll bee aſhamed of theim, 
as of a thynge not deſerued, noz be fo2 nothynge hygh 
minded, nepther fo: beautee, noz pzopzenes, no kynred 
no: ryches, beyng ſure that they (hall ſone peryſhe, and 
that pzide ſhall haueeuerlaſtpng peyne. 
C owe Sobrenes kepeth continence, lyke as dꝛon⸗ Sebzenes 
kennes exceſſe dꝛiueth it out. Euery ma wotteth what 
foloweth ſurfet . Ind vnto ſobzenes is ioyned meaſu⸗ 
table and Sklender dyet, whiche thynges be in houſe⸗ Stender 
holding the womans parte, as Plato and Iriſtotle ſap det. 
full well . The man getteth, the woinan ſaueth and 
kepeth . Therfoze he hath ſtomacke ** hym to — 
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ther luſtely,andſhe hath it taken from htr, that ſhe may 
warely keepe. Ind of this Dobzenes of body coineth 
ſobzeneſle of mynde : no2 the fantaſies of the mynd (hall 
as they were dzonken, trouble and diſeaſe the quiet⸗ 
nes of bertue, but that (he mate bothe thynke well and 


dooe well, 
CLet hir applye hir ſelfe to bertue, and be contente 
with a littel, and take in woꝛth that ſhe hath,no: ſeke fo 
other, that ſhe hath not, noz fo other folkes : where of 
ryſeth enuy, hate, oz cutioſitee of other folkes matters. 
The deuocton of holy thynges mooſte agreeth ko; wo- 
men. Therfozeit is a farre wozle ſyghte of a woman, 
that abozreth deuocton . She muſte haue muche ſtryke 
with enuye, whiche is bothe a folyſhe vice and ſhameful 
in women, and yet J wotte not howe it aſſauteth cheun 
the moſte ſoze: but ſhe that is of good behauoute, and 
hathe enoughe to ſerue hir with, haueno cauſe to 
enup other, noz to be curious in an other bodies houſe: 
and ſhe that is ſhametaſt, ſobze, and reſonable of mind, 
hall neyther beragious angrie, no2 falle to railynge, 
cruelty, oz beaſtiyneſſe, Foz whan it is naturall fo: wo⸗ 
men to be kynde and gentyll, becauſe they bee feble, 
and nede the ayde of other, who can be contente with 
outragious ite and crueltee in a woman? Jn ſo muche 
that ſhe wolde ſpyll that ſhe can not ſaue, if nede were, 
and to kepe hit vengeable mynde vnto tyme and oc- 
caſion of teuengeance Suche a woman were wooz- 
thy to haue ſo inuche peyne, that ſhe ſhulde be euen ops 
pꝛeſſed and bzuled with noumbze and weyghte of it, 
and graunce hir ſeife ouer comen, and leaue hir mind 
of angre, vengeance, and other madnes. Foz a foolyſh 
woman ſtriueth even with wylde beaſtes in angre and 
enup⸗ 
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enty, becauſe their tendze and lyght myndes thynke 
euery offence peynfull and intollerable, and wozthy to 
be greuouſſy puniſſhed: and (malle and iyght matters 
ſeme great and grevous vnto folylhe folkes. Therfoze 
excepte a woman either eſchewe by crafte, oz ouercome 
by power ſuche felle ennempes, it is teoperdy, leaſt ſhe 
be diſtroyed, and haue euerlaſtynge peyne, bothe in 
this lyfe, and in an other. 

C Rowe J ſuppoſe it be ſhewed playnly enoughe, that 
Chaſtitee is as the queene of vertues in a woman, and 
that two inſaperable compantons euer folowe it, and 
that of ſhamefaſtnes commeth Sobzeneſſe, of whiche 
two comme all the other ſozt of vertues longyng vnto 
women, Demurenes, Yeaſure, Frugalitee, Dcarſitee, 
Diligence in houſe, Cute ofdeuocton, Mekenes, which 
vertues J ſhall declare all largely in an other place: 
and ſhe ſhall fynde them al moze abundantly intreated 
ok holy and wyſe men. 

¶ Beholde the image of Honeſtee dꝛa wen in picture, 
whiche is ſo goodly and ſo excellent of beautee, that if it 
coulde be ſene with our cozpozall eies, as Plato ſateth 
in the boke called Phedo, it wolde take folkes wonde⸗ 
roufly with the loue of it ſelfe , Nozno beautee dothe ſo 
enamour our cies, and taketh and holdeth, as Honeſtie 
ſhulde bothe take and leade with hir, if (he were ope- 
ned and ſhewed vnto vs, 

¶ Alſo the mapde ſhall gether by heryng and redynge 
holye examples of bicgins, whiche ſhe mate folowe, 
whome ſhe mate deſp;e and labour to be lyke, and ſpect- 
ally, as Jhaue (ated, the moſte excellente and flowze 
of virginitee our lady, the mother of Chziſte, god and 


man: whoſe lyfe, not only mapdes haue ko aneram- 
R. ii. ple to 
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ple to fozme and faſhen them ſelfe after, but alſo wyues 
and wydowes . Foz ſhe hath been all thynge vnto all 
folkes, to pꝛouoke all and bzynge theim vato the ex⸗ 
ainple of hir chaſtitee : vnto virgins the moſte demute 
virgin: vnto wyues, the moſte chaſte wyfe: and vnto 
wydowes, the moſte deuout wydowe . She was the 
fyꝛſte that toke this ſttaunge waie of vitginitee with a 
bolde ſtomacke and holy purpoſe: ſhe was the kyꝛſte 
that lyued aboue the wozldiy cuſtome in marpage, an 
angelles lyte, without carnall bſe: in ſo muche that ſhe 
toke hir a keper of hit chaſtitee, rather than an hul⸗ 
bande: whiche becauſe they were wonders . Therfoze 
bzought the fozth a ſonne inoze wonderfully , that na⸗ 
ture wond ed on. And whan ſhe was wydowe, becauſe 
ſhe lyued all in ſpizyte, ſhe Iyft vp hir ſelfe aboue the 
nature of the body, yet liuyng in the body, haupnge 
in god a ſonne moſt obedient, and moſte chaſte ſpouſe, 
and moſte cheryſhyng father, that becauſe ſhe fozſake 
all thynge foz god, ſhe myght fynde all thynge in god. 
But whatdooe J holy virgin: what dooe J enterpzile 
to ſpeakeofthyne infinite pzeyſe £ Nap nay, that is not 
fo: mp dul witte, and rudenes of langage, oz this lytle 
roume, we had nede of great time and lciſuretherbnto, 
and pꝛompte eloquence, and wyt and counnyng moſte 
excellente. But you virgins tolowe hir, as many as 
wyll keepe your virginitee ſafe and Holle , Folowe hir 
wyuck, as many as care foz the pleaſyng ofpour huſ- 
bandes, and lyſte perfozme that pe haue ſwozne., You 
wydowes deholde hir, in whome por ſhall haue bothe 
frutefull conſolacion ot᷑ the loſſe of your huſband, and 
tounſayle of keppnge your chyldzen, and example of 
leadyng the reſidue of pour lyfe , There hath folowed 

thts 
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this birgins oꝛdze mightie great companies of our 


gins £20ught vnto the Kynge after hir: whoſe actes 
ſhall pzofette not onely them that are nowe, but alſo all 
that ſhal come hereafter in example. Ind hiſtozies dooe 
tel of pagane virgins, that were famous only by cha⸗ 
ſtitee, Df whome lainct Hieronime, wzityng agaynſt 
Jouinian, grutched not to reherſe a great nombze out 
of the hiſto;tes of the greekes, becauſe he ſawe that in 
this maner of matters folkes wyll bee moued muche 
with examples. Foz it ſemeth not veraie harde to do it 
that ſometyme hathe be dooen . Ind he reciteth many, 
that had leauer loſe their Ipues than their virginitee. 
Noz J wyll not dooe ſuche a diſpleaſure vnto that moſt 
auntient and holy manne, as eyther to paſſe as ſuper- 
fluous that he hathe tolde, oz to reherſe it vuder other 
_— but by and by wzyte here as he hathe put in 
his boke, 

¶ So than ſateth he in this wyſe. The thirty tyꝛans 
in Ithens, whan they had Cayne Phedon at a banket, 
they commaunded his doughters yonge maydes, to be 
bꝛought vnto thenn, and to be ſtripped naked lyke har- 
lottes, and to playe on the flooze blody of their fathers 
blode, with vncomly and wanton geſtures : whiche foz 
a whyle diſſemblyng the countenance of their ſozowe, 
after that they ſawe the folkes mery with dzynke, they 
went fozthe, as it were to dooe their naturall necellitee, 
and enbzaſyng one an other caſte downe theim ſelfe in 
to a welle, that they myght ſaue their verginitce, 

Can other, doughter vnto Demotto the pꝛynce of 
the Jriopagites, whan (hee herde that hir ſpauſe Le⸗ 
oſthenes was llayne, whiche had been the cauſe of La⸗ 
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thoulandes,as the ſpalmiſt ſated There ſhall be vie- ,, 44. 


| 


THE INSTRYCTION OF . - 
mpante warre, lewe hit ſelfe, affirmyng that thoughe 
hir body was pet vntouched of any manne, neuer the 
leſſe if ſhe were matied vato any after, ſhe ſhulde haue 
as it were a ſeconde huſbande , becauſe in mynde (hee 
was maryed vutc the fyzſte. | 
C The Spartanes, and the Meſſenianes had frende- 
(yp and confederacion together longe tyme, in ſoo 
muche that they vſed to ſende either vnto other virgins 
to dooe certayne ſacrifyce, So on a ſeaſon, whan the 
Spartanes had ſente fiftie virgins , and the Meſſe⸗ 
nyanes wolde haue dcfloured theim: of all that great 
numbz;e was not one kounde, that wold conlent to that 
abhommable deede, but all dyed gladly foz their cha⸗ 
ſtutee. wherkoꝛe many a date there was great warre be» 
twene theym and in longe ſpace Matmertia, one of 
their cities was deſtroped. 
¶ Atiſtocudes the tyzan of Drchomene loued a maide 
of the citce of Stymphalis, which whan hit father was 
Rylled, fledde vnto the temple of Dyane, and enbꝛaced 
the image, no coude not be d;awen from thens agapne, 
but was flayne in the ſame place. Foz whome all the 
laud of Ircady was lo (vze moued, that they made open 
warre to reucnge the inaydes deathe. 
¶ Iriſtomenes of Meſſene, a good & a iuſt man, whan 
he had conquered the Lacedemonians, and on a tyme 
as they kepte a feſtiuitee in the nyght, which they called 
Hiacituhiua, toke awaie. xb. maydens that were plap⸗ 
enge in companp there, and went all nyght a pace, flee- 
pnge out of the counttey with theim: and whan ſome of 
his men wolde haue defloured theim, he charged them, 
as well as he coude, that they ſhuld not do ſo: and at 
the laſte ſome that wolde not obey, he put to deathe, to 
feare 
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feare the reſte with all. After, whan theſe mavdes were 
redemed ageyne by their frendes, and they ſawe this 
Ariſtomenes ſewed fo: the deathof a man, they wolde 
neuer go home, butlate pꝛoſttate at the fete of the iud⸗ 
ges, vntyll they ſee hym quptte, that was defender of » 
eir chaſtitee. 
gowe ſhulde we ſuffictently pꝛeyſe the doughters of 
Scedaſus of Leuctres, a towne ofthe coũtrey of Boece, 
whiche their father beyng from home, as we rede, had 
recepued two vounge men by the waie of hoſpitalitee, 
and they dzonke with ouer muche wyne, in the nyght 
rauiſhed the maydes, whiche whan they had loſte their 
b:rginitee, wolde lyue no longer, but kyld one an other. 
Cane the maides of Locrean be woozthy to be ſpoken 
of, that hadde a cuſtome in their countreis, to bee ſende 
perely vnto Jlium : whiche cuſtome hadde continued a 
thouſand yere,noz yet was there neuer herd tel, that any 
had any gepozt & name of diſteignyng their virginitee, 
who can let paſſe vnſpoken of the. vu. maides of 
tleſpe, whiche whan the frenche men deſtroyed al a⸗ 
bout their countrey, killed them ſelfe, leſte they ſhulde 
be compelled to anv villany, leauynge an example vns 
to al virgins, that vntoan honeſt mynd the chaſt pure- 
nes of bodye ought to be moze regarded than the lyfe. 
¶ Apycanoz after he had conquered Thebes, the citee, 
was taken in the loue of a maide, that he had taken pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner, and wolde haue matied hit, whiche thyng moght 
haue pleaſed a pooze p2tſoner : but ſhe ſette moze by hit 
virginitee, than by his kyngdome, and there kylled hir 
ſelfe. wohiche thyng he made great ſozowe foz, holdyng 
the deade body in his armes. 


¶ Greke waters tel of an other mayde of „ 
whan 
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whan hir ennemie a Macedone had deflowzed hir, a 
whyle ſhe diſſelnbled hit angte, and after founde the 
corupter of hit birginitee lepyng, whom (he Newe, 
and after that hir ſelfe, ko; iope that ſhe had auenged 
hir ſelfe of that abhominable vilanye : noz ſhe wolde 
lyue no longer, than ſhe had hit virginitee : noz dye, tyl 
ſhe had auenged hir chaſtitee. Alſo this ſateth ſapncte 
Bieronyme . Therfoze chztſten women mate be aſha⸗ 
med, if any ſhame were in them, that do not kepe their 
chaſtitee truly: liupnge bnder the moſt chaſte Chziſte, 
ſon of the moſte chaſte mother, and in the moſte chaſte 
church, and faythe, ſepng that pagans, wozſhippers of 
filthy Jupiter, and baudy Uenus, haue ſette moze by 
eit chaſtitee, than all other thynges, 
where to ſhulde Jrecyte here the examples of holy 
— * to moue them with, that be not aſhamed, that 
chaſte pagans ſhulde be ones named? whome ſhulde 
ſpecially ſhewe theim to folowe example of amonge 
o many thouſandes, Tecla, oz Hagnes, Catharine, 
Lucia, oz Cecile, Agatha, Barbara, oz Pargarita, oz 
Dozothe, oꝛ rather the holle flocke of the. xi. thouſande 
birgins, whiche all had leauer dye, than they: enempes 
Qulde do theu curſed pleaſure with theim e Thou ſhalt 
ſkarſe fynde two men, that (hall ſo ſtedfaſtly agree in 
that holy purpoſe : wherin.rt.thouſand tend ze virgins 
were ſo kaſt and ſtable, There were infinite in numbze, 
that had leauer be kylled, headed, ſtrangled, downed, 
oʒ haue their thzotes cut, than loſe their chaſtitee, which 
whan they coulde not flea theim ſelfe, pet they Cought 
craft to come by their death, whan they were in ieoper⸗ 
dye of their chaſtitee, as Bzaſilla, a noble mayde, bozne 


in Dirrhache, a citee of Jtaly, whiche whan ſhe ſaw hu 
ennemp 
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ennemp come to be ratte hit of hir virgtnitee, pꝛomiſed 
vnto hym, that if ſhe wolde do hit no vilany, ſhe wolde 
geue hym an herbe, where of i he were annoynted 
with the iuſe, no weapon ſhulde perce hym: the man ol 
warre was content with the offre. Do ſhe wente in to 
the nexte garden, and there toke vp an herbe, the fyꝛſte 
that came to hande, and badde hym auenture the fy2ſte 
pꝛofe on hir ſelfe, of the vertue of the herbe, and an⸗ 
noynted hir thꝛote there with, and bad hym ſinyte, to 
aſſate : ſo he ſinote,and kylled hir. Neither ſainct Hiero⸗ 
nyme diſſaloweth, that a woman kylle hir ſelfe, to ſaue 
hir chaſtitee with. Ind ſaincte Imbzoſe in the. iii. bo ke, 
that he wziteth of virgins, layeth againſte this doubte 
the example of Pelagey the mattyz, ſaiyng, There ne- 
deth none other confirmacion, where we haue the deede 
of a virgineand a martyz, of fyftene peres of age, whi- 
che with hir mother and hir ſiſters together, caſte hit 
ſelfe in to a water. 

C Datncte Euſeby in the Eccleſpaſticall hiſtozte ſaieth, 
that one Sophzonia a noble woman, whan ſhe ſawe 
hir huſbande that was the chyetffe offpcer of the citee 
afferde, and vnable to defende hir goodnes againſte 
the foule and vnlawfalle pleaſure of Maximpne the 
emperoure, cloſed hir ſelfe in hir chambze, and there 
kyliled hir (elfe : and pet the churche hath alowed hit 
koꝛ a martyz. All thele examples of chaſtitee be readde 
in the churche. 

¶ Howe date an vnchaſte and naughtie woman come 
thpther. noz be abaſſhed to bzpnge a bzothelry in to the 
company of virgins, and defyle thoſe pure eyes with 
bir fylthy lokes, and polute tendze peres with hir coz⸗ 
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name Catharin, Hagnes, oz'Barbara, and fyle thoſe 
holy names with thyne vnpute mouthe e Darſte thou 
name thy (elfe by any of thoſe names, and make thy 
ſelfe in name lyke vnto theim, to whome thou arte 
ſo vnlyke to in condictons,and a berate deadly enemie e 
Noz cometh it not to thy remembzaunce, whan thou 
hereſt thy ſelfe called, what maner one ſhe was, whoſe 
name thou beateſt: And whan thou remembzeſt, that 
ſhe was ſo pure, chaſts, and good, and againe thy ſelfe 
ſo bnpure, vnchaſte, and vngracious, dooeſt thou not 
rage daie and nyght, foz thought and repentaunce ? O 
thou moſte ſhameles of all women, howe darſte thou 
balowe the natiuitee of the moſte pure virgin, that arte 
thy ſelke vnwozthy euer to bebozne?e And darſte thou 
ewe thy Chameleſſe face vato hir moſte demute eyes: 
And wouldeſte thou haue hir toheare oʒ lake at the lo 
ouer cauerte with naughtines, whiche. whan (hc was 
in this woꝛlde, was neuer wonte to ſee noꝛ here uo man, 
not thoughe they were full good e It were better foz 
the neuer to come into their (pght, leaſte they auenge 
on the, the imurpe ofthey; kynde: noz to name thy ſcife 
by their names, leaſte they puniſhe the fo2 filyng their 
names. And J ſpeake in erneſt, foz herets no place to 
bourde in: there ſhulde be made ſome decre, that none 
vnhoneſt woman ſhulde be called Maty. Foz why, do 
not me geue as muche honoure vnto that name, whome 
all we atyſe and make reucrence vntyll, as the pagans 
gaue vnto ſome of their folkes . Foʒ in Athenes, whan 
Hermodius and Atiſtogiton had baniſhed the tyrannes 
out ofthe citee, there was by a decre determined, that 
no bonde man, noz any that occupied any vile crafte, 
Mulde be named by their names. ; | 
- : howe 
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. How the maſde ſhall bet aue hir ſclfe tozth abꝛode. Cap. xi. 


FA ſhe muſte nedes go ſometymes, But J 
& wolde it ſhulde be as ſelde as maie be, fo; many caũ⸗ 
ſes, Pzincipally becauſe as ofte as a maide gothe fozth * 
amonge people, ſo often ſhe cometh in tudgement and 
extreme peril ot᷑ hir beautte, honeſtte, demurenes, witte, 
ſhamfaſtnes, and vertue. Foz nothyng is moze tendze, 
than is the fame and eſtimacion of women, noꝛ nothyng 
me indaunger of wzonge: in ſo muche that it hath be 
ted, and not without a cauſe, to hange by a copweb, 
becauſe thoſe thynges, that J haue reherſed, be requt- 
red perfet in a woman: and folkes iudgementes bee 
dangerous to pleaſe , and ſuſpicious : and as Ouide Onde. 
ſafth, we be quicke enoughe in beleuynge the pll. Ind 
as Cicero ſaieth: Nothynge fleeth moze ſwiftly than #450 
an pll wooꝛde, nothyng gothe ſoner fozthe, nothyng is 
ſoner taken, noz bꝛoder ſpzeade . That it aſklaunder 
ones take holde in a maydes name by folkes opinion, 
it is in a maner euerlaſtynge, noz can not be waſſhed 
awate withoute great tokens and ſhewes of chaſtitee 
and wyſedome. Jfchou talke littel in company, folkes 
thynke thou canſte but littell 75 ; tf thou ſpeake 
muche, they reken the lyght : if thon ſpeake vncun⸗ 
nyngly, they count the dul witted: if thou ſpeake coun⸗ 
nyngly, thou ſhalte be called a ſhzewe: itthou aunſwere 
not quickly, thou ſhait be called pꝛoude, oz ll bzought 
vp: if thou anſwere, they Mall ſate thou wylte be ſone 
ouer comen: it thou ſitte with demure countenaunce, 
thou arte called a diſſembler: if thou make muche mo⸗ 
upnge, they wyll call che kooliſhe: ik thou loke on any 


ide, than well they late, thy mynde is there :if thon 
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laughe whan any man laugheth thoughe thou do it not 
a purpoſe, ftreyght they wyll ſaie thou haſte a fantaſye 
vnto the man and his ſaiyng,and that it were not great 
maiſtry to wynne the. wherto ſhulde J tel, howe much 
occaſion of vice and naughtynes is a bzode © xherkoze 
the poet ſemeth to haue (ated not without a cauſe : Jt 
is not letull fo maydes to be ſene abode. How muche 
were it better to abyde at home, than gofozth and here 
ſo many iudgementes, and ſo dyyers vpon the, and be 
in ſo many teopardies e Noz there is none, that hadde 
moze nede to folow this greke ſatyng, Live vaknowen, 
Therfoze Tucydides ſated, ſhe was the beſte woman, 
of whome was leafte talke, either vnto hir pzeyſe, 03 
hit diſpꝛepſe. I woman ſhulde be kepte cloſe, noz be 
- knowen of many, foz it is atoken ofno great chaſtitee 
02 good name, to beknowen of many, oz be ſongen as 
bout in the citee in ſonges,0z to be marked oz named by 
any notable marke, as white, lame, gogle eted, lyttell 
eat, fat, maymed, oz ſtuttyng, theſe ought not to be 
nowen abꝛode in a good woman. 2 

¶ why than ſate ſome, ſhulde we neuer walke out of 
our owne doozes : Shulde we euer lye at home : that 
were as though we ſhulde lye in p:yſon . Foz ſoo dothe 
ſome pzoud fooles take this ſatyng, that deſite to ſe and 
to be ſene. Nap Vertly,thep ſhall gooe fozthe ſomtyme, if 
nede require, and if their father commaunde oz their 
mother : but atoʒe ſhe go fozthe at daze, let hir pzepare 
hir mynde and ſtomacke none other wyſe, than if ſhee 
went to fyght . Let hir remembze, what ſhe ſhall here 
what ſhe (hall ſe, and what hir ſelfe ſhall ſafe , Let hit 
conſidʒe with hit ſelfe that ſome thynge ſhall chaunce 
on eucry.[pde,that (hall moue hir cha ſtitee and hir good 
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mpnde . Agaynſt theſe dartes of che diuell lepng on e⸗ 
nerp ſyde, let hit take the buckler of ſtomacke defended 
with good examples and pꝛeceptes, and a firme purpoſe 
of chaſtitee, and a mynde euer bent towarde Chaiſt, 
And let hir knowe, that ſhe gothe but to vanitee, which 
leſt ſhe be taken with, ſhe had nede to pꝛouyde wiſelp. 
And that that ſhe ſhall ſe foꝛth abzode, is to be counted 
none other thyng, but a ſhewe of the lyfe of the wozlde? 
by whole vices let befoze hir epes, ſhe mate learne, not 
onelp to kepe hir ſelfe out of the contagtouſnes, but 
moze ouer to amende hir owne kautes : and that what 
houre ſo eter ſhe turneth hir ſelfe from god vnto men, 
whether ſhe lyke thetm oz be lyked of theim, (he fozſa- 
keth Chaiſte, and of Chziſtes ſpouſe ſodeynly becometh 
an adulterat. Jfſhe ſe auy goodnes, let hir loue it foz 
Chziſte: it ſhe ſe any euyll, let hir flee it foz Chʒiſte. Let 
hit take hede neuer to gatnyſhe hir ſelfe ſo, noz ſo go, 
noz do, oz ſpeake ſo, that ſhe be the diuelles ſnare to cat⸗ 
che men in. She ſhuld not onely dooe none yl hit ſelfe, 
but as muche as the can, ſo behaue hir ſelfe, that ſhee 
be none occaſion vnto other of doyng pll : 0z els ſhall 
ſhe be a membze of the diuyll, whoſe inſtrument ſhe is 
all redy, and not.Chaiſtes , They ſaie, that the holy vir- 
gin our lady was (o demure and ſad, that if any man 
dyd caſt a wanton eie vpon hir, that foule Heate was 
all quenched as thoughe a man had caſte a fyze bande 
in to the water. * 
¶ nome whan ſhe is appoynted with theſe thoughtes 
and ſuche other, let hir go fozth with hir mother, if ee 
aue any, and haue leaue to go, if ſhe haue no mother 
hir go with ſome ſadde woman, that is a wydowe, 
0; a wyte, oʒ ſome good mayde 2 — lpuynge, 
8 — 9 
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ſobze of (peche, and holy ſhamefaſteneſſe , Homerus 
wziteth, that the chaſte woman Penelope dyd comme 
fozth in to the company of hit wowers, but not alone, | 
but with two honeſt maydes in hir company : and alſo | 
ir ſonne Telemachus was amonge theym ſittynge , | 
And as ſaint Dieronyme commandeth, whan ſhe gothe 
fozth abode, let hir not beate hit bzeſtes and hir necke 
bare, but hyde hir face, and with ſcarſly an eie open to 
ſe hir waie with all: ther let hir deſitre to ſe, noz to 
be ſene, noz caſt hit eyes vnſtable hither and thether: 
ng be buſy to knowe, who dwelleth in this place, oz in 
that, whiche ought ſcantly to knowe hit owne neigh⸗ 
bours. He wolde haue all hyd, ſaue the cies to lede hir 
the wate . Noz Þ can not ſe, what honeſtee 0z goodnes 
can be in ſhewynge ofthe necke bare: Howe be it that 
maie be ſuffered, but to bare the bꝛeſt and thepappes, 
and betwenethe ſhulders on the backe, and almoſte the 
ſhulders, howe foule a thynge is that, as the commen 
ſaiyng is, a blynde man mate eſpy, whan thoſe that ſee 
it, ſome abhozre the abhominablenes 2: and ſome wan⸗ 
ton menne ſepug the parte of the bodye, not vſed to be 
. ſene, are ſet on fyzethere with. Whereto were gloues 
oꝛdeyned, but to hyde the handes, that they ſhulde no 
appere, except it were in wozke. | 
C we rede, that the maydes of the citee of Milete were 
in ſuche a rage in olde tyme, that in dyuers places thet 
hanged their ſelfes, noz any remedye coude be founde 
fo; that cauſe, there was commaunded vnder gteatte 
pepnes, that they ſhulde not do it, they ſet not by pay⸗ 
nes, no in dede there is no peyne ſoꝛer than death, and 
2 as fo: that they went to on they; owne myndes. Chan 
were they watched and kepte, yet found they the mea⸗ 
| nes to 
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nes to die fo; all their keppnge : Than atlaſte there 

was a commaundement geuen, that whiche ſo euer kil⸗ 

led hir ſel fe, ſhoulde be dzawen naked and bare, though 

the market place of the towne tn the open date : and 

that peyne onely made them a ferde : fo; they wolde not 

beſenenaked: no not whanthey were dead. 

¶ O incredtbledemurenes, and woozthy to bee ſpoken 

ok, they that feared not death, the extremeſt of all ſozow, 

pet dzeade they honeſtie in the deade bodye: and fo was 

that rage ſeaſed. 

C and moe ouer Nature hir ſcife, the wyſe mother 

of all thynges, pzouydeth foz the honeſtie of women. 

Fo2 a wonderous caſe, Pliny in his naturall hiſtozte PIT 

wziteth, that mens bodyes caſte in to the fea, ſwymme 

vpryghte, aud womens on the bealy. So nature hath 

care and reſpecte to womens honeſtie, and pet they 

thetm lelfe ſet naught therby. 5 

¶ Jngoyng, lette the woman neyther walke ouerkaſte, 

noz ouerflowlp, | 

¶ Nowe whan ſhe is in companpe of people, lette hir 

ſhewe greatte ſobzenes bothe in countenaunte, and all 

the geſture of hir body, whiche thynge let hit not dooe 

of any pzyde, 02 to make hir ſelfe the inoꝛe comely, but 

of ſobze and berate chʒiſten mynde: noꝛ lette hit not bes 

holde men muche: no: thynke that they beholde hir. 

Nowe if the men ſytte a parte, and talke together, 
dyng hir, yet lette not hir thynke, that they talke 

ok hir, noz loke at hir. Foz ſome maydes and younge 

women, that haue gotten an opinion of beautie and 

pzetines in their ſelfe, wene that euerye man loketh at 

them onely and ſpeake of them: and tf any man loke at 

them, thoughe it be but by chaunce, nothyng chung 
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vpon them, yet wene thei that thei loke at their beautie, 
and than they ſmyle: and becauſe they will not ſeeme 
to laughe at that matter, they caſte fozthe ſome trifyll, 
that they thynke ſhoulde make folkes laughe , I man 
mate ſometymes ſee. rx. ſpttynge together, whome if a 
man beholde theim, they will all laughe at ones, and 
ule they laughe at ſome wozde oz dede of ſome of theim 
elfe, whiche is neuer a whyt wozthe the laughyng: but 
that euerpe one thynketh hir ſelke ſo wonderous fap2e 
and goodly to ſee and beholde, in whiche doynge they 
plainly ſhewe they; owne koly and lyghtnes . But the 
mapde that will dooe after my counſaile, ſhall uot ſet by 
r beautie, no2 iudge hir lelfe fapze, nozlaughe at fo⸗ 
yſſhe oz lewde wooꝛdes, no; ſhall teioyce to bee muche 
loked vpon, and to be a talkyng ſtocke foz yonge men, 
whan ſhe hath moze cauſe to wepe fozit, that the moſte 
excellent goodnes, that he hath, ſhulde be aſſaulted by 
ſo many craftes and ennemies, and that hir face doeth 
enflame pounge mens myndes vnto foule and bnlaw- 
full luſtes, whome ſhe knoweth not, whether ſhe can 
withſtande oz not. | 
¶ And fo as muche as we be in hande with laughyng, 
whiche is a ſygne of a beraie lyght and diſſolute minde, 
let hir ſe that ſhe laughenot vnineſurably . Foz this J 
nede not to bydde hir, that ſhe ſhallnot laughe againe 
vnto pounge men, that laughe towarde hir, whiche 
none will dooe, but ſhe that is naught, oꝛels a foole. Let 
hir not ſuffre to bee plucked at, oz to bee touched wan⸗ 
tonly : let hit chaunge hir place, oʒ go awaie, and nede 
be: let hir geue nothyng to no man, noz take ought ot 
any man. The wyſe man ſaieth: He that taketh a be⸗ 
nefpte, ſelleth his libertee . Ind there is in Fraunce and 
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Dpapyne a good ſaiyng: A woman that gettetha gykte, 
geueth hit (ſelfe: a woman that taketh a gyfte, ſelleth 
hir ſelke. Therefoze an honeſtee woman ſhall nother 
geue, 102 take. 
¶ Fall oftalke I woulde not haue hir, no not amonge 
mapdes. Foz as foz amonge men to be full of bable, J 
meruaple that ſome regarde ſhame ſo lyttell, that they 
do not dilpzaiſe it. That cuſtome was confirmed,as J 
trowe, by the decree of the diuell, that women ſhoulde 
be pꝛaiſed fo; talkynge eloquently and pꝛomptly with 
men, and that by many houres together. what J pꝛaie 
pou, ſhulde an 1gnozant mapde talke with a ponge man 
ignozaunte of goodnes, and counnynge enoughe in 
naughtynes e What ſhulde fyze and towe do together : 
what ſhulde they talke of ſo longe? what J am ſure 
of Chatſte and out lady. Nay, but rather by their com- 
municacion they ſhall bee incenſed and kendled, and 
whether they will oz no, ſhall bee compelled to talke of 
their heate : and ſuche they call women of courte, and 
J trowe well, of ſuche courtes as be nowe a dates, that 
be euen the fathers of outragious vice, and the ſeates of 
Satanas: whiche not onely a chziſten body ſhall keepe 
theun from, but alſo pagannes, if they haue any witte 
02.good mynde. But ye will paraduenture ſaie, Thep 
be not all naught. Fyzſt, I can not tel that, and though 
they be chaſte of body, pet bee they vnchaſte of mynde: 
and thoughe they be good of body, yet be they common 
in hert. Noz they lackenothyng to make them naught, 
but a good and conuenient occaſion, becauſe they bee e⸗ 
uer in the eies and coinpanye of many folkes, But 
wherto ſhulde J diſpute with theſe folkes : What good 
man will alowe this eO; who will 8 it, but = 
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as neuer knewe ſo muche as a ſhadowe of honeſtie e 
whiche wolde, ik they coulde bꝛinge it to paſſe, haue all 
women naught, that they myght the moze eaſply fulfpll 
they: vnſaciable luſtes : whiche be theim ſelfc dzowned 
vppe to bothe the eares in vice, vnhappynes, and bn- 
thuktines, that they can neyther lee their owne vice, noz 


other mens. Fpꝛſte let theim put of that curled dark⸗ 


nes, where with they bee ouer layden: and than ſhall 
we beleue their iudgementes of vertue. As foꝛz a ponge 
woman anda ponge man, to talke of loue in a cozner, 
ts not mete, thoughe they were bzetherne and ſiſterne. 
C[. There mate be reherſed many olde exaumples and 
newe bothe, of vices that haue be dooen amongebze- 
therne and ſyſterne, hauyng occaſion and tyme ſecrete, 
So Amnon, ſon of kynge Dauid, defloured his owne 
ſiſter Thamar. So Caunus laie by his ſiſter Byblis, 
¶ Sainct Juguſiyne wolde neuer dwel with his ſiſter 
in houſe : He (ated it was naught to ſee a woman, wozle 
to ſpeake with hir, and wozſte of all to touche hr. 

C Pion an holy abbot, hadde a ſiſter ſoze ſicke, whiche 
whan he was deſyzed to goe ſpeake with hit oz ſhe dyed, 
he cloſed vp his etes,and was led of an other body bnto 
hir chambze,and talked with hir, and ſo departed awate. 
¶ Neyther J woulde not haue bzetherne to plate with 
they: ſyſters, noz kyns men with their nere kyngs wo⸗ 
men, be they neuer ſo good, and chaſte, and contynent: 
neyther to kyſſe them, no groope, no plucke at thetm. 
What ſhoulde that ſerue foz, but to type and pꝛepare 
theym readye fo: ſuche as bee mozelewde: that if they 
deſp:e any vnhoneſt thynge, the women ſette in heate 


therewith, ſhall thynke on ſuche thinges as ſhulde tou- |. 


che thep: chaſtitee ? Noz in a great courte I wolde they 
ſhulde 
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ſhulde not crepe in to cozners , What wolde they (aye 
there, that other folkes mate not heare : if they purpoſe 
to ſpeake of that, that is pute and chaſte * 

C Neyther J wolde there ſhulde be many wooꝛdes be⸗ 
twene yonge men and maydes, thoughe folkes be by, 
excepte they be ſo pute and honeſte, that no ſuſpecte of 
yll can come of theym . Foz ſome men be ſo crafty in 
noughtynes, and can w2appe in darke ſentence, their 
myndes in luche wyſe, that they mate yet be vnderſtan» 
den of hir what they meane, by that they ſpeake vnto 
hir, and yet ſhall the double (ence cauſe, that they maie 
denye that they ment ſo, and blame hir foz wzonge ta⸗ 
kynge their wo2des, and vnderſtandyng theim in cuyl 
ſence, whiche they ſpake foz no harme. And than they 
ſet muche by their owne witte, whan they be cunnyng, 
in theſe craftes, thoughe they be deuoyde ok all good- 
nes, but able and counnyng enough to dooe pl. Whiche 
thynge dooeth not pꝛoue any great wyt, but an exerciſe 
in noughtynes: whiche as Senet ſaiethe, is wozſe,and 
moze foule, thay is a dull and luggyſhe wyt. Foꝛ wyt 
is not to be tekened in ſubtylites and diſceites, excepte 
we wyll teken diuylles moze wyſe than angelles: but 
one good aungel is moze wyſe than all pᷣ diuilles in hel. 
¶ At fewe wooꝛdes, it is good to haue very lyttell oz 
nought to dooe with men, and ſpeake very fewe woꝛdes 
with theim, and thoſe full of ſobzenes, honeſtie, a wiſe- 
dome: noz thou ſhalte not therefoze bee rekenened the 
' mnozemope and foole, but the moze wyſe , Ind if tudge- 
ment ſhulde be geuen of thy diſpoſicion, J had leaucr 
pll folkes (hulde reken the rude, than good kolkes bad, 
¶ Tell me, howe muche redeſt thou in all the hiſtozte 
of the goſpell, that our lady euer ſpake, The aungell 
M. ii. cometh 
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comethe in vnto hir: and ſhee fynyſſhed the matter 


with fewe wozdes, and thoſe wiſe and (ad, and alſo ho⸗ 
ly. She gothe foztoſe Eliſabeth, and ſpeaketh to the 
pꝛeyſe of god, She bꝛyngeth fozthe a ſonne, whiche is 
god. She is lauded of the angelles, wozſhypped of 
the hearde men, and holdeth hir peace, gatheryng and 
kepynge in hir remcmbzaunce all their ſaiynges, 

She was honoured of the wyſe men of the caſte, that 
came thyther a great wate : and what dooelſt thou rede, 
that euer ſhe ſpake e Some other perauenture wolde 
haue aſked of their countrey, of their treaſure; oftheir 
Icarnyng, oz of the ſterce: but (he, as became a ponge 
maide, ſpake neuer a wozde. She offereth hir ſonne 
in the temple : and whan Dymeon pꝛophiſied of hym, 
an other wolde haue aſked ſome mo thynges, oz elles 
the reaſon and maner of thole that be tolde . The olde 
man tourned his ſaiyng vnto the mayde, ſpeakynge of 
hir ſonne. Lo he is putfo2 a falle and atiſyng ageyne 
of many in Ilrael, and a ſigne, againſt whom there (hal 
be ſpeakynge, and a ſwozde ſhall cut thy herte, vnto 
the ende that the thoughtes of many hertes in Jſracl 
mate be opened. Dome other woman wolde haue aſ- 
ked, whan, how, and where it ſhulde haue ben: but we 
rede not, that ſhe ſated any thynge. 

C She loſt hir dereſt ſonne at Hieruſalem: and whan 
ſhe had ſought hym thꝛee dayes, and at the laſt founde 
hym, howe many wooꝛdes ſaied ſhe to hym e Sonne 
why haſte thou ſerued bs ſoo « Lo thy father And J 
fought the carefully . After that whan ſhe was ofmoze 
age, at a maryage ſhe ſaied no moze but this: Sonne 
they haue no wyne. And at the croſſe ſhe was cleane 
dumme: che aſked neuer a whytte of hir ſonne, neyther 
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with whome he wolde haue hir, noz what he wolde 
commaunde hir to do, whan he dyed. Foz (he had not 
learned to pꝛattle among folkes. All maydes, and all 
women folowe you hir:fo: ſhe was but of fewe wozdes, 


but wonderous wyſe. 
C Theano Metapontina a poet, and a maide excel- 


lent cunnynge, rekened that Silence was the nobleſt Stmco, 


oꝛnament of a woman. Ind Sophocles ts of the ſame 
opinton : foz with ſylence bothe wiſedome and chaſtttee, 
be ſwetely poudered. 
¶ Chou arte none attourney ot lawe good doughter, 
no: pleadeſte not in courte, that thou halte neede to 
quaile eyther thyne owne, oz thy clyentes matter, ex⸗ 
cept thou ſpeake. Holde thou thy peace as boldly as 
other ſpeake in court: and ſo ſhalt thou better defende 
the matter of thy chaſtitee, whiche afoze iuſte tudges 
ſhall be ſtronger with ſilence than with ſpeche. 

C we rede in hiſtozyes, that a child was ones bzought 
in to the common place at the citee of Rome, vpon a 
matter of chaſtitee, and with holdyng downe his eies, 
on the grounde, and ſtylle ſilence, defended his matter 
better than he ſhulde haue done with longe ozacions 
of ozatours. But nowe to ſpeake of women. 

C Sapynte Suſan excuſed hir ſelfe of the cryme of ad- 


ultery with ſplence, and not with woozdes , Nowe let Den . 


vs here ſaynt Ambꝛoſe. N 

¶ The holy woman Duſan helde hir peace, and ouer 
came hir ennempes: foz ſhe defended not hir ſclfe with 
reaſonyng of wozdes, noz with ſpeche of any atturney. 
but the holy woman hir ſelke holdyng hir tounge, hir 
chaſtitee ſpake fo; hir. | | 
CAlſoin the boke of virgins he ſaieth on this wyſe: 
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»C02.14 Jhad leauer a maide ſhulde loue to lytle talke than to 


muche: Foz if women be commaunded to holde their 
peace of holy matters in the churche, and aſke their 
huſbandes at home, what ſhulde maydes do (ſuppole 
vou) that whyle, in whome ſhamefaſtnes qarnyſſhech 
they: age, and ſtylnes comendeth theyz (hamefaſtnes :? 
No: ſhe ſhall not onely amonge men behaue hir ſelfe 
ſo, but alſo amonge women: moderate and litel ſpeeche 
ſhall becomme hit, and not ſhzylle, no pꝛeſumptuous, 
oz ſygne of a mans ſtomacke, no iuigned with othes : 
wh iche thynge whan it is vncomely in men, muſte nee; 
des be in women abhoinynable, noz vſe hir voice to bee 
keate and nyce, n02 ſette hir countenaunce to crueltee 
and frownyng, no2 ouer ſadde and ſozowfull, oz dyſ⸗ 
dayniſhly, noz diuerſelp, no; full of pleaſaunce,o2 ouer 
cherefulle, 02 vnſtable, oz wandzynge, oz diſſolute, 
ſhewynge tokens of a mynde there vnto accozdyng. 
Some bee ſo ſubtle mynded, that amonge their com⸗ 
panyons they bable out all at large, bothe their owne 
matters and other folkes, no haue no regatde what 
they (ate, but what ſoo euer cometh on theyz tounges 
ende: and therof cometh a fantaſpeto Ive, whan they 
lacke trouth: and hereof ryſeth the fable by theiim, that 
of one rauin made an hundzed, and of one man layne, 
a thonſande, and of a meane dogge, one moze than an 
Elyphant of Inde: inſo muche that nowe no man can 
fynde woozdes to tepzehend that inoꝛdynate and ſham⸗ 
full thynge with all accozdyngly . Every body taketh 
the matter with myzthe and ſpozte, who ſo can tell a 
thynge the moſte ſhamefull: Some bable becauſe they 
thynke their ſelfe they can no good, without they talke, 
oz elles that they be not halfe frendly , without they 
pꝛattle 
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p:attle out all ſecretes they can vnto other, though it be 
tyght teoperdous. voherfoze many wyſe men take octa⸗ 
(pon of that, to geue pꝛeceptes, that men ſhulde neuer 
commptte theyz counſaile vnto women, neyther to his 
ſyſter, his mother, noꝛ his wyfe: but this is but a vice 
of ſome, and not ot the hole kynde, as hath appered by 
example of dyuetſe, as that womanne of Pythagozas 
ſchole and ſecte, that byt of hir owne tonge, and ſpytte 
out in the face of the tyꝛanne that dydde tourmente hir, 
leaſte ſhe ſhulde be compelled of neceſſitee, to telle that 
ſhe woulde not. 

¶ J let paſſe here the women of Mylete, whiche kepte 

theyz huſbandes counſaile at Maſſile many a daie, ſo 

longe as was neceſſary. 

Tacitus wziteth, that Epicaris, becauſe ſhe was Epicaris, 
of counſaple ofthe treafon that ÞPiſo wente about, was 
commaunded to bee haled with tourmentes, to cauſe 
hir fo2 to ſthewe. The kłyʒſte date ſhe was attaſted with 
beatynge and fy:e, and that the moze greuouſelp, be⸗ 
cauſe the tourmentours were anarye, that a woman 
ſhoulde ſette theim at ſo lyghte: yet fo all that ſhe was 
not ones moued, noz wolde not conkeſſe that ſhe knewe 
any thynge. The nexte date ſhe was bzoughte vnto 
the ſame peynes agayne, and was caried vppe in a 
chayze, becauſe hir bones were ſo haled in ſunder, that 
ſhe coude not ſtande, and there ſhe toke a towell, that 
was tyed aboute hir b2eaſte, and faſtened it to the top 
of the chayze in maner of a ſnare, and put inhirnecke, 
and there hanged by it with all the ht of hir body, 
and wꝛonge out that lyttell Iyfe that ſhe had, 

¶ we reade in the hiſtozies of the Athentenſes , that 
the concubine of Ariſtogiton, whiche oa Pt- 


Leena, 
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ſiftrotes childꝛen, called Leena by name, whan (he was 
haled bpon tourmentes, to ſhewe where hit louer was, 
ſhe ſuffced all chynge ſtyll and paciently, | 
Cf that harlottes and naughtte women didde thus, 
what ſhulde we ſyppoſe good women wolde dooe e Let 
not the mayde bee ouer buſy in a nother bodyes houſe, 
neyther riffle vp and ſerche euery cozner: noz deſpzeto 
haue 2 * moze than folkes will ſhewe ol their own 

ood wyll. 
2 Noz let hir not ſkolde and chide foozthe abzode, nei⸗ 


poſſeſſions : it is better to abyde the loſſe of hit goodes, 
than of hir good name, and honeſtte, and hir ſhame⸗ 
kaſtenes, whiche thynges ſhe ought to haue in mooſte 
pꝛyſe. Is fo; feaſtes, great dyners, and bankettes, Þ 
wotte not what pꝛeceptes to geue chziſten folkes con⸗ 
cernyng theim, in the cuſtome that nowe is wozſe than 
amonge paganes: in ſo muche that he ſhall ve rekened 
madde, that wyll not ſuffre hym ſelfe to bee taken and 
dꝛawen with the vſe of the wozlde, but wyll withſtande 
ſuche multitude of people hym ſelfe alone, oꝛ els with 
veraie fewe mo. Therfozelette the woman geue an eate 
bnto the pagane Ouide, becaule ſhe wyll not regarde 


a chʒiſten mans wooꝛdes: Foz he in geuyng thoſe vn- 
thziftie rules of louyng, ſpeaketh of theſe commen re: 


ſoztynges vnto plates and feaſtes in this maner. 
Ther came to ſee, and cke foz tobe ſene, 
Full muche chaſtitee quapled there hath bene. 
Juuenal the poete, in his boke called Satyzs ſaieth: 
t no wyues, that lyſte contente and pleaſe ſad and 
honeſt men, wyll be founde and ſene at commen plates, 
daunſynges oz other great teſozte of people. — 
aleth, 


er koʒ ſmalle mattiers, no thoughe it were foz great 


1, 
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ſaieth, that feaſtes and banketces bee the inſtrumentes 
and armour ofUenus and Cupide. Ind to ſate' good 
ſothe , what garde of chaſtiteecan there bee, where the 
maydeis deſired with ſo manye eyes, where ſo many 
faces loke vpon hir, and agayne ſhe vpon ſo many? » 
She muſte nedes kyze ſome, and hir ſelfe alſo be fy;ed 
agayne, and ſhe be not aſtone, Mozeouer there is 
layde great noutyſſhement vnto that heate, by the re- 
aſon of meate and dzynke of the feaſte, and talkynge, 
touchynge, gropyng, and pluckyng, and many other 

'- wanton poyntes, whervnto that bnbzydled Bacchus 
geueth libectee and boldnes . what mynde can be pure 
andholle amongeall this geare, and not ſpotted with 
any thought of luſte e | 
C The foolylhe people weneth ayonge woman dooeth 
no ſynne, ercepte ſhe Iye with a man in deede. Than 
thou that arte chʒiſtened, by the goſple of Chaiſte, how 

il. dooeſt thou heare oz teade the wozdes of Chzilte in the 

goſpell, where he ſaieth: Thou ſhalte geue a counte in 10 411.5. 

the date ol iudgement foz every idell woozde that thou 
ſpeakeſte « Nowe than amonge pounge men and yonge 
women, in reſo:tynges and dzynkynges, howe many 

wo2des flye to and fro, not onely idell, but alſo ieoper⸗ 

dous , Ind alſo where he ſateth: who ſo lok eth vpon an Satt 12. 
other mannes wyke, and deſpzeth to haue hir, he hathe 
committed adultery all ready with hit in his herts ſup⸗ 

poſe you not, that this was mente as well by the wo⸗ 

man, beholdynge a mane Ind to be bztefe, thou arte 

not chaſtened,noz ſpirituall, but a pagane and carnal, 

ik thou dooeſt not deleue, that thou haſte a ſpꝛynge of 
vngraciouſnes within the: Ind that it fozceth not, what 

the mynde be, but thebody, It | 
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I dare be holde to ſate, that fewe yonge women, after 
they begynne to ware to warde womannes ſtate, come 
fromefeaſtes, and bankettes, and reſozte of men with 
ſafe myndes , But ſome be taken with eloquence, ſome 
with deliuerneſſe of bodye, ſome with one pꝛopzetee, 
and ſome with other: whiche a yonge woman ſhall find 
in great multitudeof men, ſet lyke nettes. Ind it is an 
harde thynge to ſcape bncaught with thoſe thynges, 
where vnto ſhe is ſome thynge inclyned all ready. How 
muche were it better, not to loue this teoperdy, than to 
peryſhe in it, as the wyſe man ſateth : 
CUerely my mynde is, and J trowe Chziſtes to, that 
maydes ſhoulde be kepte at home, and not goe abode, 
extepte it be to heare maſſe, and that well coucred, leaſte 
they eyther geue oz take occaſyon of ſnarynge. A chzi⸗ 
ſten mayde oughte to haue nothynge a dove with wed⸗ 
dyng , feaſtes, banketces, and reſo:tynges of men. 
. C Fynally, what myne opinion ts, concernynge wo» 
men; pou mate knowe by that, that I woulde not haue 
younge boyes bꝛoughte vnto feaſtes, bothe becauſe it 
hurteth the ſtrengthe and the helthe of the childe, in his 
tyme of growyng: and becauſe that feaſtes be the ſpztn- 
ges ofgreatte and manye vices, bee they neuer ſo ſobze 
and moderate. I chylde ſhall ſee there many viicomelp . 
thynges , and learne muche naughtines, cuen amonge 
aged men. thoughe they be tight wiſe. where to ſhulde 
JF fate amonge women and menne, where after they; 
myndes be inflamed bothe inwarde and outwardly vn- 
to foule luſte, bee they neuer (0 well keepte bnder, pet 
wyll they ewe theym ſelke foule and outragyouſely, 
no: will be bzidled in, no; obey they; gouernour : what 
than wyll they dooe, ik they bee pzoyoked ay 
n 
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A 
(Than in dede there will bee neyther rule noz meaſure, 


no; any reſpecte ofhonellte, 
Cot daunſynge. Cap. ciul. 


or vr let vs ſpeake ot᷑ that thynge; whiche ſome 
| N mapdes do, nothynge mozegladly, and be taught 
alſo with great diligence, of bothe father and mother, 
that is to daunce cunnyngly. I wyl make nomencton, 
here ofthe olde ble of wzaſtiyng, whiche bothe Plato 
and many of the ſtopke phyloſophers ſaid, was hol- 
ſome fo: honeſte mens ſonnes : and Cicero and Quin⸗ 
tiltan called neceſſary fo; an ozatour. whiche was noz 
thynge but a certayne infourmynge of geſture, and 
moupnge of the body, to ſet and moue all in comly 0zz 
dze: whiche crafte nowe, as inanye other be, is cleane 
outof ble . J will intreate of this daunſynge , that 
nowe a dapes is muche vled, whiche manp of the Gres 
kes pzeyſed, as they dyd many mo thynges, ſome fo- 
lyſſhe, and ſomealſo filthy : whiche the (age people of 
Rome refuſed: no; we rede not that euer any of thoſe 
ſadmotrones bled daunſyng. Saluſte wꝛyteth, that 
one Sempꝛonia, dyd bothe ſynge and daunce-moze 
counnyngly, than was neceſſary foz a good woman. 
Aſo Cicero, defendyng Wurena agapuſt Cato, which 
had layde vnto his charge, that he had vſed daunſyng 
in Aſia, where he was gouernour foz a ſeaſon; 
dede was ſo dilſalowable, that he durſte not defende 
it foz well done, but ſtyffely denyed, ſaiyng moze oner, 
that neuer ſobze man daunſed, excepte he were mad, 
neyther beynge alone, neyther at anhoneſt and' mea» 
ſurable banket. Feaſtynges out of tyme, and pleaſant 
fpoztes; and delycate paſtyme, b 8 9 
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in the laſte ende: So that daunſyng muſt nedes be the 
extreme of all vices, 
CBut we nowe tn ch:iſtiane countreis haue ſchooles 
of daunſynge, ho we be it that is no wondze, ſeyng alſo 
we haue holes of baudzp, ſo muche the pagans were 
better and moze ſad than we be: noz they neuer knewe 
this newe faſſhyon of daunſynge of ours, (o vnreſo- 
nable, and fulle of ſhakynge and b:aggynge, and vn⸗ 
clenly handlynges, gropynges, and kyſlynges ; and 
a very kendlynge of lechery . Wherto ſerueth all that 
baſſyng, as it were pydgyns the byzdes of Uenus ? 
In olde tyme kyſſynge was not vſed, but amonge 
kynſekolke:nowe is it a common thynge in Englande 
and Fraunce, If they do it becauſe of Babtiſme, that 
they mate ſeme all as bzetherne and ſyſterne, J pzeyſe 
the entent : if other wyſe, Þ ſenot where vnto it pertey⸗ 
neth to vſe ſo muche kiſſpng, as thoughe that loue and 
charitee coude none other waie ſtand betwene men and 
women. without this were their purpole, to ſtcre bp 
their bodily luſtes in ſuche colde countrets . Uerily me 
thinketh it ts a foule and rude maner, But nowe to 
ſpeake of daunſyng. | 
what good dothe all that daunſynge of yonge 
women, holden vpon mens armes, that they mate hop 
thehygher e wohat meaneth that hakynge vnto myd⸗ 
nyght, and neuer wery, whiche if they were deſpꝛed to 
go but to the nexte churche, they were not able, excepte 
they were caryed on hozſe backe: oz in a charette £ ho 
woldenot thynke theim out of their wittes ? 
¶ I remembze, that Jharde vpon a tyme ſaie, that 
there were certayne men b2ought out of a fatte coun- 
trep in to our partes ofthe wozlde, whiche 2 
awe 
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ſawe women daunce, they rounne awate wonderſly gs 
kraide, cryeng out, that they thought the women were 
taken with an bnked kynde of franſy. Ind to ſate good 
ſothe, who wolde not reken women frantycke, whan 
they daunce, ik he had neuer ſene women dauncebefoze? 
And it is a woꝛlde to ſe, howe demurely and ſadly ſome 
(yt beholdyng theim that daunce, a with what geſture, 
paſe, and mouynge of the body, and with what ſobze 
kotyng ſome of theim daunce. vherin alſo a man maie 
ſpye agreat part ofthetr folp : that go about to handle 
ſuche a foolyſhe thynge ſo ſadly : neyther ſe theim ſelle 
haue a matter in hande without any wyſedome, ney⸗ 
ther any thynge wozthe, but as Cicero ſateth, a compa⸗ 
nyon of vices. what holy woman dyd we euer rede of, 
that was a daunſer: Oz what woman nowe adayes, 
that is ſad and wyſe, wyl be knowen to (kyll of daun- 
ſyng, and wyl not refuſe it, if ſhe be delyzed to-daunce e 
Foz they knowe wel enoughe, it is a folyſhe thynge, oz 
els they wolde dooe it of their owne courage. But they 
wyll not be gladde to come where daunſynge is. Foz 
what chaſtitee ot body and mynde can be there, where 
they (hall ſee ſo many mens bodyes, and haue their 
myndes entiſed by the wyndowes of their eyes, and by 
the meanes of the moſte ſubtill artificer the dyuill. 
There is alſo a certapne ſaiyng of an holy man: That 
he had leauer plowe and dygge vpon the holy daie, 
than daunce. ny, 
¶ Sainct Imbzoſe wꝛiteth vnto his ſyſter, ſaipng in 
this wile : Myꝛth ought to be in a clere conſcience, and 
a good mynde, and not in ſpyſed bankettes, and wed⸗ 
dyng feaſtes full of mynſtrelſpe . Foz there ſhamefa- 
ſtnes is ill defended, and vnlefull abuſion ſuſſpected : 


Nl, where 
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whete the laſte ende of pleaſure is daunſynge : frome 
0; 


whiche J deſire all birgins ol god to kepe theim ſelfe, 
no man (as acertaine wyſe manne of the pagans 


daunſeth, if he be ſobze, excepte he be mad. 
we than, if that either dzonkennes oz madnes 


gans, what than ſhulde we counte to bee commaun⸗ 


') 

ded in 

14; Johan the Babtiſte, the meſſanger of Chziſte, was put 
$6.14: death atthepleaſure — — 


full paſtyme of daunſynge bathe been cauſe of moze 
burte, than the franſy ofrobbers and murtherers. 
| ly feaſte was pzepared with a kyngly lar» 


was at the moſte, and than the doughter, whiche was 
4 bj 1 tn —— — —— be⸗ 

people. What cou 0 moze 
ol hir mother, whiche was an harlot, but to leaſe hir 
houeſtie e Foz nothynge inclyneth folke moze to bo⸗ 
dily luſte, than by vncomely mouynge and geſture, to 
ewe the operacion of theſe parties, whiche either 
Nature hathe hydde ſecretly, oz good maner and nour⸗ 
ture hathe couered : oz to plate caſtes with hiretes, 02 
ſhake thenecke, oz * hit heate. voherefoze they 
muſte nedes fall in to offence agaynſt the mateſtee of 
god. Foz what honeſtie can be kepte there, where 
daunſynge is e Do than the kynge delyted with that 
paſtime, bad her aſke what ſo euet ſhe wolde, This is 
ſapnct Imbzoſe ſaipng. 


Of 


rekened to be the cauſe of daunſyng among the pa⸗ 
the holy ſcripture; where we rede that Sapncte 


. this vnlau⸗ 


gelle and exceſſe , and watche layde whan company 
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L.. VE is bzendedy reaſon of company and commits 
nicacion with men: fozamonge pleaſures, feaſtes 


laughyng.daunſing,and voluptees,is the hyngedome 
of Uenus and Cupide. Ind with theſe es © folkes 
mindes be entiſed and ſhared, and (p 3 


nes, on whome pleaſure hath ſozeſt — 
¶ O miſerable yon ponge woman, carefull mayſt Goth, 
ik thou depatte out of that company entangled all redp, 
howe muche better had it bene foz the, to haue bydden 
at home, and rather to haue bꝛoken a legge of thy bo⸗ 
dye, thanaleggeof thy mpnde ?Howe be it J will go 
aboute to fynde a remedye, to ſaue the from akynge, 
if thou be vntaken: and if thon bee taken, that thou 
mapeſt (kape out againe. 
CF willlet paſſe here, that hath dee ſaied by philoſo⸗ 
— and all holy and wyſe men agaynſte Cupydes 
:no2 Þ will not reherſe the wzitynge of thoſe, whi⸗ 
che ſeeme to haue pꝛaiſed loue purpoſely , But they, 
—_ FJ ſpake of here afoze, what ataylynge dooe 
they make ofloue, callynge hym tyzanne, myſcheuous, 
cruel, harde, bnkind,foule, bngractous, curſed, wicked, 
and cauſer of mooſte bnhappynes . Daincte Hiero⸗ 
nyme ſaicthof loue in this maner, Ifter the opinion of 
Ariſtotle and Plutarche. | 
¶ Loue of the beautie is a gof reaſof}, and 
the nexte thynge bnto franſp, a foult vice, and an bn- 
manerly fozan hole mynde, it troubleth all the wittes, 
it bzeaketh and abateth hyghe and noble ſtomackes, 
and dzaweth theim downe frome the ſtudye and thyn⸗ 
kynge of highe and excellente thynges, vnto lowe _ 
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vile, and cauſeth them to be full of gronyng, and com⸗ 
plainyng, to be angrye, haſtiefoolchardy, ſtreicte in ru- 
lynge, fulle of vile and ſeruile flaterynge, vnmete fo; 
euerye thynge, and at the laſte vnmete foz the loue it 
elke. Foz whan they bourne ſo without meaſure in 
deſy:e to opteyne they; purpoſe, they loſe the mooſte 
parte of theyz tyme, in ſuſptctouſnes, mournyng we- 
pynge, waylyng, ſyghynge, and complainyng: where- 
with they make them ſelfe hated, and in concluſion hate 
their owne ſelfe . Thus laieth (atncte Hieronime. 
¶ who can no we expꝛeſſe with wooꝛdes, howe muche 


petiutp, what diſceites, what murther, what laughter, - 
what diſtruction of citees, of countrepes, and nacions, 


this loue hath cauſed © wohat nedeth me to rehetſe here 
the diſtruction of Trope made foz Helapne : oz to telle 
what greate multitude of people was there flapne : oz 
of the great warre betwene the Lacedemonians and 
Mecentans, foz the maidens taken awate* oz the holle 
empire of the Lacedemomans bzoughte in decape by 
Epaininundas the capitayne of Thebes, at Leuctras 
in Boece, whiche toke vengeance bpontheim (as Plu⸗ 
tarche maketh mencion) foz the doughters of Dceda- 
ſus rauiſhed by the yonge men of Lacedemon : and be⸗ 
cauſe the rulers of the citee regarded not his complaint. 
C kynge KRodericke of Spapne loſte his counttepe, 
whan it was moſte flowziſhynge, foz defylynge Cana, 
the daughter of Julian therle, and lefte it to bee ouer 
trenne and ſpopled of the Agatens. Adam alſo foz the 
loue of Eue, loſte and caſte awaie mankynde. Uirgil 
crieth out ſatynge : what miſchyete dooeth not golde 
cauſe : Nay but what miſchtefe dooeth not loue cauſe - 
It coinpelled Dauid the mooſte gentyll ay — 
innoc 


2 


innocent Ury in to manyteaſt teoperdp, that he mought 2 
haue Barſabe at his libettee. Salomon the moſte wife 
kynge was ſo doted with loue, that he fell to idolstry. Neg. 
Sainpſonloſte his ſttength thetby. Medea was com⸗ Juda. 16. 
pelled to all to cutte hix bother, and flea hir owne chil- , 
dzen: and Catiline toflee his owneſonnefo2 the loue ot 
Oziſtill, that he myght tydde his houſe foz hit. Many 
younge women haue hated bothe father and mother, 
and all their kynne becauſe they haue letted theym of 
their loue. Many haue poyſoned they: owne mothers, 
that they myght renne awate with their louers. 

¶ This inozdinate and cruell affection if one myght 
ſee it with the bodilye eyes, he woulde bre as ferde as 
thoughe a wylde beaſte were bꝛoughte ſodeynly bppon 
dym, and wolde renne awaie fo: dꝛede as farreas euer 
he myght. Whertoze it thou be not enfected all teadye 
with the venome of this ſerpent, call ofte vnto remem⸗ 
b:ance this littell verſe. 

Loue mate be taken vp at ones pleaſure, 

But not lay de awaie. FI. 
Therefoze it is in thy power to loue oz leaue befoze 
thou fall in to it. But alter thou att ones in, than arte 
thou not in thyne owne power, but vnder it, neyther 
thou canſte not rydde thethereof whan thou wouldeſt. 
Who woulde be gladde to teceiue home ſuche a gueſt: 
who wyll not keepe hym awaie frome his houſgz Foz 
loue fy:ſte of all troubleth and toſſethe all thynge vppe 
ſette do wne at his luſte, that hym ſelfe maie beate the 
moꝛe outragions rule, and confoundeth and blindeth 
the wit andreaſon, that it ſhall not ſe and knowe what 
is dooen within, but ſuffre it ſelfe to be holly leade and 


dꝛawen at loves pleaſure, 
O This 
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C This cruell venome, that ſo robbeth vs of our ſygbt, 
dꝛaweth vs ouer a thouſande rockes and hilles, and 
many tymes thꝛoweth bs in to ſuche a doungton, frome 
whens we can neuer (cape out. There is no dede ſo bn- 
gracious, ſo cruell, ſo outragious, oz fo ſtraunge, that 
we wyll not dooe to obey loue. Diſteiue frendes, kylle 
kyns folke, ſlee father and mother, murther chyldzene, 
whome hir ſelfe hath bozne, all thefe bee but crifpls fo 
loues pleaſure: neither it is rekened any great greuous 
acte to deſtroye vtterly they; countreye, to peryſſhe an 
holle tealme, oz ryd bp all mankynde . Yohatremem= 
dzaunce can here bee of holynes, of vertue, iuſtice, of 
god, of deuocion, 02 good inyude, all is but tapes, yea 
and finally thine owne helthe foꝛgetten. Voherfoze, wha 
ſo is ſafe enoughe, and conſydereth theſe th and 
doeth not his dilygence, neuer to come into this rage 
and kranſpe, is wooꝛth to be kepte therin, noʒ neuer to 
fynde ende 02 meaſure of that tuell, but to bee vered 
bothe daie and nyghte with the fyze bzande of Cupide: 
neyther to take meate, nozflepe,no; ſe, noz reſte, neither 
to haue anp ble belongyng vnto mankynde. 
¶ This affection of loue taketh wonders ſoze the 
myndes of all folkes, and ſpectally of women. Wher⸗ 
foze they had nede to take the moze heede, leaſte it ſteale 
in vpon theim . Foz it cometh commouly at vnware v- 
pon ſuche as will take no laboure to auopde it, whan 
they been the daunger and occaſions thereof, noz care 
what mynde come, but recetue it whan it cometh, as a 
ſwete and pleaſaunt thynge : not knowpnge what and 
| howe perillous a poylon, Iyeth hyd bnder that plea⸗ 
ſant face. Therfoze they ſhulde ſpecially withſtand the 


fpʒſte occaſions : whiche thynge Ouide the * of 
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loue counſapleth, and as the Pꝛophet in the pſa 
dothe teache : Duffre not thoſe chyldzen of Babylon 
to growe vp, but knock theim vpon a ſtone, and bzeake 
them on the hard fyzmament of religion, that is Chuſte, 
whiche in the cantikels geueth warnyng vnto virgins, 
ſatyng : Take ye the yonge foxes, whiche marre your 
vines, Ind commaundeth to take theim the moze dilt> 
gently, if the vynes ſhewe all redye flowers of good 

te. Nowe loue by longe ſpace waxeth moze , and 
gathereth ſtrength, as many other thynges dooe: Fo: 
Oudd ſaieth: 

J baue ſene a wounde, that in the begynnyng. 
Mought caſily haue be bzought to healyng, 
Wyiche by delay and continuaunce - 
Dathe after growen vuto moze greuancc. 
CSyue none eare vnto the louer, no moze than thou 
wol deſt dooe bnto an inchauntoute 02 a ſo:cerer, Foz 
he cometh pleaſauntly and flatteryng, fyꝛſte pꝛeyſynge 
the maide, hewynge hir, howe he is taken with the 
loue of hir beautte, and that he muſte be decade foz hir 
loue: fo: theſe louers knowe well enough, the vayne 
glozitous myndes of many, whiche haue a great delyte 
in their owne pꝛeyſes, wherwith they bee caught, lyke 
as the byꝛder begyleth the byzdes, 
De callethe the kayze, pzopze, wittie, welſpoken, and 
of gentyll bloude, wherof parauenture thou arte no⸗ 
thynge at all: and thou lyke a foole arte glad fo here 
thoſe lyes, and weneſt that thou dooelt ſeme lo in dede, 
whan thou arte neuer a whytte ſo. 
Goo put caſe thou dooeſt ſeme ſo. Loke whether he 
the wyſe and honeſt, whiche tf he dooe not, all thy 


Karts. 


pꝛeyſe is nought : and if he do, what mate he hope to get 
O. ii. ofthe? 
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ok the e Foꝛ ifhe hope to obteyne ofhis purpoſetherbp, 
than hathe he belyed the. Howe hath he than handled 
this matter: | 
C Be ſaieth he is taken with thy pꝛopzeties. what tha? 
and ſaicth he ſhall dye, excepte he mate haue the, yea 
there is the cauſe ofhis complapnt. Therfoze beware 
thou, leaſt thy ſelte be taken alſo with his wozdes, and 
peryſihe as well as he. He ſaieth he ſhall dye fo: the, yea 
and that he dyed euen ſtreyght waic . Beleucſte thou 
that : Ja foole, let hym ſhewe the, hoo mano haue died 
fo: loue, amonge ſo many thoulandes as haue bene 
loucrs . Loue dothe peyne (ome tymes, but it neuer 
deeth , Oz though he dyd dye foz the, yet it were better 
fo: the let hyin peryſh, than be peryſſhed thy ſelfe: and 
that one ſhulde periſhe than twayne., 
¶ I nede not to reherle here, the coinon ſongeof louers 
whiche ther (png only to diſcetue, whan they haue many 
tyines not one dzoppe of loue towarde hir. Foꝛ it he had 
ones fulfylled his appetyte ofthe, than wolde he ſhewe 
how muche heloued the. At he had loued thy good vers 
tues and mind, as log as thou haddeſt liued, he wold ne 
uer haue ben full o: wery of the.But now becauſe he lo⸗ 
ued but only thy body, #the ſhozt pleaſure therof, ther⸗ 
foze whan the body decapeth, his loue alſo vamſſheth 
a waie, and he fylledand ſaciate with pleaſure, lothcth 
the plentte, 

C There be not a fewe examples therof : neither we 
nede not to fetche theim of the olde wozlde. Foz there is 
none ſo igno;ant, but he hath harde tel and ſene thou⸗ 
ſandes of men, whiche whan they had abuſed yonge 
women foz a ſeaſon, haę caſte theim vppe in to ſome 
ſtewes, becaule they nzifer loued theim in dede. And 

many 
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many that haue loued very feruently, haue ben turned 
at the laſt from hotte loue vnto moztall hate, and haue 
. kylde their loues, oz cutte their thꝛottes. There is no 
citee, wherinthoſe thynges be not harde daily. wher⸗; 
foe wonder muche of the foly of pong women: which 
willyngly dzowned theim ſelfe in the great ſea of wzet- 
chednes . vohere of come ſo many ſtewes, and fo many 
harlottes,-yea that haue been comimenofhoneſtekyn. . 
¶ what is the caule, that ſo many ponge woinen [ye 
pockye,and ſcabbed, in ſpittels, and lazer houſes, and 
that yonge women ? what is the cauſe that ſo many 
go a beggyng, pale and ſycke but theſe meanes? woher⸗ 
koze it no regarde of bertue, no regarde of goodnes and 
honeſtie mate moue ß; it none actes oł holy virgins may 
reuoke the, at leaſte wyſe let thele miſerable chaunces 
of yonge women tourne the, whiche doutles (hall lyght 
vpon the if thou folowe on the ſame wate that they 
haue gone befoze. Foz the louer wyll diſceiue the, ei⸗ 
ther becauſe it is his cuſtome to diſceiue, 02 becauſe 
that is the rewarde of this filthy loue, oz elles becauſe 
the pleaſure lothed by the reaſon of abundaunce, mo⸗ 
ueth hym ſo to dove, 

C.Pere vnto many thynges Mall pꝛokpte, that haue 
bene tolde in the place, where J haue intreated of the 
kepynge and ſauynge of chaſtitee: as that good fare of 
meate and dꝛynke, do not kendle and nozyſhe loug, nei⸗ 
ther alſo ydelnes, noz over muche kepynge ok coͤmpa⸗ 
ny with men. 
¶ Lucian the Rhetozician enduceth Uenus aſkynghir 
ſon Cupide, what is the cauſe that whan he woundeth 
2 


with his datte of loue bothe Jappiter, Neptune, Ip 
pollo, Juno, yea and hit e owne —_— 
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tynally all the goddes, yet doeth he not ones meddell 
with Pallas, Diane, and the Pulſes ? whervnto he 
anſwereth : Pallas ſaieth he, th:etneth me, whan J 
come towarde hir, and reſiſteth and withſtandeth the= 
occaſions . Nowe the Muſes be full of vertuous teue⸗ 
rence, and euer occupied with ſome vertuous labour: 
and ſo they keepe theim out of loue with their ſtudy. 
Ind Diane renneth about in the woddes and delartes, 
and ſs ſhe can not loue, becauſe ſhe fleeth company. 
Foz muche of loue crepeth in by the bodily ſenſes:which 
after nourillhed with in tendze mindes and thoughtes, 
groweth vnto moze . But parauentuce the maide is 
caught all redy : than muſt we ſeeke a remedy foz the 
woiiade,afoze it conſtrayne hir to do that thyng, which 
cauſe hir euetlaſtyng repentaunce, 
2ſt thou maieſt be ſozy, that thou haſte wittyng⸗ 
ly thzowen thy ſelte in to that doungion. Noz thole 
folkes ought to be taken hede vnto, that (ape, it lyeth 
not in their owne power, to eſchewe loue , Fozſo ſaye 
ſome, whiche excuſe their owne vyce with neceſlitee: as 
ougy they had done it agaynſt their wyll. Noz they 
that lo ſaie, ſeme to knowe the power and nature of 
loue. Ilſo remembze this littell verſe : Loue can not be 
thruſt out, but it maie crepe out. Wherby, we maic per- 
cepue, that loue nepther bzeaketh in biolently, noz can 
be caſte out violently . But lyke wyſe as it hath by ly⸗ 
tel and littel crept in, ſo by littel and littel it mate be put 
awaie agayne. Therfozelet not thy mynde wandze. Foz 
ik it be not kept, it will run thither of it owne accoꝛde. 
Gnome tyme conſider thy ſelte, howe many thynges 
u haſte done foliſſhip, blyndly, and without wyt, 
bꝛapne, 02 reaſon, by the meanes of loye ; Ind w_ 
muche 
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muche good tyme thou haſte loſte in it, with vnpzofita- 
ble and koolpſhe cares, and loſte the occaſions of many 
good dedes. 

C Remembze alſo, howe thou haſte bourned, howe ma- 
ny thynges thou haſte thoughte, (ated, pea and dooen, - 
parte foolyſhe, parte madde,yea and ſome vngtacious. 
Kemembze into what miſerie thou caſteſt thy ſelfe like 
a blynde body: and what a benefyte againe thou haſte 
obtepned, that haſte recouered thy ſight, and a purpoſe 
and wyll co come vnto better mynde agapne: whiche 
thpnge thou maieſt reken to bee a great gyfte ot god, 
and thy ſelfe to be muche bounde to hym foz it. Ther⸗ 
fo:e ſette thy ſelfe vnto ſome woozke, and kepe thy ſelfe 
from the ſyght and hearynge of the perſon, that thou 
louedſt : and if he come by chaunce into thy thought, 
turne thy mpnd ſome other wate, either with readyng oz 
p:atyng, oz ſome good communtcacton, oꝛ ſome honeſt 
ſonge, 0: ſtudiyng of ſome mery mattier: ſo that it bee 
cleaneandhoneſt. And if he, whome thou loueſte, haue 
any faulte oz vice, call that ofte bnto remembzaunce, 
and not what vertue and goodnes hehath : Foz there 
is no body lyuynge, but he hath ſomethpng, that mate 
de diſp2aiſed ; therfoze lette that be had fy2ſte in remem- 
bzaunce, and conſydze this, that great vices lpe often 
hyd vnder thecolour of vertue, and manpe perillous 
thynges cloked vnder an honeſt face outwards, 

C Beautie makethe folkes pzoude and diſdayious : 
noble byzthe maketh them ſtately: ryches, intollerable : 
ſtrengthof body cruell . Therfoze conltdze in thy mind, 


not what he hath (ated, that hath lyked the, but what 

he hath ſpoken, that hath dullyked the: as ik he hath 

ether dooen oz ſaied ought peuyſſhelp, 1 — 
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hozrible; abhomiuable,lewedly, vuthziftyly,madly,bn- 
gracioully : and by that that cometh foozthe, make con 
tecture, what lyeth hyd ſecretly and cloſely within. Foz 
there is no body, but he hydeth his faulte as muche as 
he can, aud ſheweth his vettue vnto the bttermoſt, and 
ſo the vertue appereth moze than it is, and the vice leſſe. 
¶ Moꝛe ouer, we bee diſceyued with the nete ſimilitu⸗ 
des of vices aud vertues, whan eyery man labozeth to 
ſeeine better than he is, and we -vuwpſcly,and after. the 
common opumon eſteeine vertues, caliyng hun liberall 
that is a walter: and hym bolde, that is foolchardy: 
and eloquent, that is a great babler 2 and wyttee that is 
inconſtant, where with yonge women bee ofte diſcetued, 
whan they can not perceyue the ſothe, and iudge the 
man by that, whiche outwardly appereth . Neither any 
man gothe to his loue, but he ſetteth hym ſelfe foozthe 
with all his beſte pꝛopꝛetees, that he mate ſeeme to lacke 
nothyng, that any man oughte to haue: and by that 
meanes diſcetueth foolyſſhe younge women, hydynge 
great vices, bnderathyn colour ot vertue, as by:ders 
— — lyme with meate, and kyſſhers the hoke with 

e bayte. | | 44 ent 
C.This a younge woman oughte to conſyder, befoze it 
be to late to repente, leaſte ſhee begynne to ware wyſe, 
whan it ſhall nothynge auayle. Ind if thou bee cleane 
gotten out of loue, and healed, and haſte recouered thy 
ſyght game, than ſhalte thou ſe, howe muche thou arte 
bounde vnto god, that hath taken the out of thy mad⸗ 
nes, and reſtozed the vnto thy wytte. Foz what bertu⸗ 
ous chzilten woman, oz elles pagane, of any wytte oz 

neſtie, loued euer any other than hir huſband . Ther⸗ 
oe thou ſhalte neither deſpꝛe thy ſelfe to bee - 
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this wyſe, neyther by vngracious craftes (1flame the 
myndes of men, the whiche fy;e ſhall retourne againe 
vnto thy ſelfe . Many women retoyce to haue louets, 
whole hertes they mate bourne and inflame purpoſely, 
O thou vngractous woman, ſeeſt thou not, howe thou 
biingeſt hym into the poſſeſſton of the diuell with thy 
crafce, whuher thy ſelfe (hall go alſo, there to recetue 
thy mede, where ye ſhall bothe bourne, he foz beynge o⸗ 
uercome of the diuell, and thou foꝛ ouertommyng hym 
fo; the diuell, ye (hall both be pated your wages e Now 
the apoſtle ſaieth : The wages of ſynne, is death, Nom. C. 


CHowe a mapden ought to loue. Cap. xv. 


"A n pet I woulde not a mayde ſhoulde clerely be 
without loue, foʒ mankynde ſeemeth to bee made 
and ſhapen vnto loue, to the entent thei mate be coupled 
togither in charitee, and not with this carnall and fyl- 
thy erthely Cupide and Uenns, but the heauenly and 
ſpirituall, whiche cauſeth holy loue . Xoherefoze the 
mayde ſhall haue to loue the father almyghtie god, hir 
ſpoule Chatlte, and his mother the holy virgine, and the 
churche ol god, with all the holy virgins, whole ſoules 
dwell bleſſedly in heauen: and their names be had in ho⸗ 
nour here in earth, 

C She hath alſo hir owne father and mother, whiche 
bꝛoughte hir into the wo;zlde, and bꝛought hir vp and 
nouryſſhed with ſo great laboure and care : whome ſhe 
oughte to haue in the ſtede of god, and loue and wooz- 
ſhyp, and helpe with all hir power. Therefoze lette hir 
regatde greatly their commaundementes and mekely 


obey theim, neyther ſhewe in mynde countinaunce noꝛ 
ieſture 
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ieſture any ſtubbernes, but reken theim to be as it were 
a berie image of almightie god, the father of al thinges. 
¶ Shehath alſo to loue, hir owne vertues and ſoule, 
and mynde geuen bnto god: and moze ouer the eter- 
nall pleaſure and welthe, whiche neuer ſhall haue ende. 
whiche thinges i ſhe loue truely, ſhe ſhall neyther loue 
man aboue god, neyther ſette mozeby a bgudte felowe, 
than hir ſpouſe Chaiſte : noz regarde mot an olde fyl- 
thy baude, than the pure virgin Mary : neyther loue 
better the ſtynkynge ſtues, than the Holy churche of 
god: noz the companpe of vncleane women, aboue the 
company of holy virgins : no: ſtrangers aboue father 
and mother: noꝛ hit body aboue hir ſoule:neyther ſette 
moze by other folkes vices, than they: vertues: noz 
myndes that ſerue the diuell, aboue thoſe that ſerue 
god : neyther theim that woulde haue hir deſtroyed, a⸗ 

oue theim that woulde haue hir ſaued : noz a ſhozte 
pleaſure, aboue toye euerlaſtynge : no2 the myſerye 
of. dampned folkes, aboue the perfyte wealthe of theim 
that be ſaued. 
¶ By theſe meanes the commaundementes of God 
ſhall be moze eſteemed with hir, than the counſatles of 
a diſceytefull manne: and rather geue credence vnto 
Chziſte, than vnto the wooꝛdes of a lecherous knaue: 
and rather folowe the virgin ary, than bodily plea⸗ 
ſure ; and haue hym moze deare, whome ſhe hath conci⸗ 
led vnto the, than whome a baude dꝛabbe counſaileth 
the vato, Neyther bzeake the la wes of the churche, to 
kepe the lawes of the b:othell houſe : and rather choſe 
the company of ſainct Catherine, ſainct Hagnes, ſainct 
Clare, ſaincte Tecla, and ſainct Agatha, than the com⸗ 
pany ot them, of whom bothe the lyfe is bnknowen 
to god, 
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to god,andthenames vntoman,and both wellenough 
kno wen vnto the diuell. | | 
C Neither fozlake thy father and mother, to folowe 
thy louer :noz geue theim perpetuall ſozowe, to gene 
thy louer the ſhozte pleaſure of thy ſelfe , Neyther 
wyſſhe rather to fare wel in thy body, than in thy ſoule: 
neither thy body to be in iope, and thy ſoule tn woo: 
neyther geue an eare rather vnto an vnthziftie tale, 
than a bertuous : noz beleue the miniſter of the diuel, 
cather than the miniſter of Chziſte . Foz the pleaſure is 
but ſhoꝛte, and the peyne euerlaſtyng. 


CHow the maide (hal ſecke an huſband, Cap. xvi. 


# wyſe poet Uirgille, where he dothe bzynge in 
kynge Latinus, and his wyfe Amata, talkynge 
to gether with Turnus, whiche ſhulde be their dough⸗ 
ters huſbande, their doughter alſo pzeſent, hemaketh 
the matde to do no moꝛe but wepe and bluſſhe, without 
ſpeakyng of woꝛdes: wherby he ſygnifieth, that it beco⸗ 
meth not a maide to talke, where hit father and mo⸗ 
ther be in communicacion about hir mariage : but to 
leaue all that care and charge holly vnto theim: whiche 
loue hir as well as hir ſelfe dothe. Ind lette hir thynke 
that hir father and mother wyll pꝛouyde no leſſe dili⸗ 
gently koʒ hir, than ſhe woldefoz hir ſelfe: but muche 
better, by the reaſon they haue moze experyencg and 
wyledome . Mozeouer it is not comely foz a mayde 
to deſire matiage, and muche lelle to ſhewe hir ſelfe to 
longe therfoze, 
Ct was accuſtome in olde tyme amonge the Ro- 
mayns, whyle that chaſt wozlde laſted, whiche was 


the example of honeſtie, that whan a mayde was fy:ſte 
P. ii. marted, 
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maried, and bzought in to hir huſbandes houle , (he 
ſhulde not go in at his doze hir ſelfe, but be taken vp 
and be caryed in by other: as a token, that (he came 
not thether with hir good wyll, where ſhe ſhulde loſe 
hir virginitee. | 
¶ Therfoze whan the father and the mother be buly 
about their doughters mariage, let hir helpe the mat⸗ 
ter foʒ warde with good pꝛayer: and deſpze of Chziſte 
and his mother with pure affection, that ſhe mate haue 
ſuche an huſbande, whiche ſhall not let noz hynder hit 
krom vertuous lpupnge, but rather pzouoke, exhozte 
and helpe hir vnto it. 
¶ And the fathers on their parties, lette theim calle to 
remembzance, the ſaiyng ot Themiſtocles, the noble 
man of Grece, whiche whan he was aſked of one, whe⸗ 
ther hehadde leauer mary his daughter to a tyche yl 
man, oꝛ to a poozegood man, made anſwere againe: 
I had leauer haue a man without money, than money 
Without a man, ; 
¶ Aiſo let hym remembze the doynge of Pittachus, 
the wyſe man of Mytilena, whiche whan a yonge man 
that had choyſe of.«t.wpues, the one of great ſubſtance 
and kynne, the other egal vnto his ſelfe of ryches and 
{by2:the, aſked hym counſayle, whether were better to 
mary : the wyſeman bad hym go to childzen platynge. 
No had the chyldzen a plate, wherin they were wont 
to ſynge and repete often theſe woozdes : Take to the 
thy pere: wherby they ment, that moſte wyſedome was 
foz euerp man to dooe ſo. 
¶ Itis a great charge foz a man to ſeke an huſbande 
koʒ his doughter, neither it ought not to be gone about 
. neglygently, It is a knot that can not be lyghtly 15 
ä Fe ed, oni 
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ſed, onely death vndoeth it. wherekoze the fathers and 
mothers, pzocure vnto thetr doughters, eyther perpe: 
tuall felicitee, if they mary theim to good men, oz per⸗ 
petuall miſery, matiyng them vnto ylil, Here is muche 
to be ſtudied, and great delyberacton to be taken, with 
good adutſeinent and counſaile afoze a man determine 
ought . Foz there is muche werynes in maryage, and 
many peynes muſte be ſutfred . There ts nothyng but 
one, that (hal cauſe inariage to be eaſy vnto a woman: 
that is, if ſhechaunce on a good and a wyſe huſbande. 
CO foolyſhe krendes, and maydes alſo that ſet moze 
by theiin, that be fapze, oz ryche, 02 of noble byzth: than 
them that be good: and caſte pour ſelfe in to perpetuall 
care. Foz it thou be maried to a fayze one, he wyll be 
pꝛoude of his perſon: And if thou be maryed to a riche 
one, his ſubſtance maketh hym ſtately : Ind if thou be 
maryed to one of great by:the, his kynred exalteth 
his ſtomacke. 

Howe ik thou be matied vnto one foz his fayzenes, 
whiche hath neyther reaſon, noz bertue, noz any dꝛoppe 
of witte, as it is ofte pꝛoued by experience, as the wiſe 
man of Grece ſaied by theſe goodly Jnnes, where be 
koule hoſteſſes : by lyke reaſon thou myghteſt mary an 
yinage oz a peynted table. Canſte thou fynde in thy 
harte to be a fooles wyfe,fo: his goodes : Than mygh- 
teſte thou as well deſire to bee marted to an imgge of 
golde. woldeſtc thou bemaryed vnto a gentylmanne 
bozne, whiche is of fplthy and noughtie liuynge, foz his 
bloude e as well than thou myghteſt chole the yinage 
of Dcipto 02 Caeſar : And in very dede it were better to 
be maryed bnto an ymage, oz a picture, ozto a peynted 
table, than to be matied to a vicious, oʒ 8 fooliſthe, oz 
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a bzayneles man. wherfoze J mate better compare 
theim vnto aſſes, 02 ſwyne, iyons, oz wolfes, than to 
mad men. Ind in tyme paſſed, thought it had been 
but a fable, that men telle, howe Paſyphae the queene 
of Candy, dyd lye with a bulle : and other as vngra⸗ 
cious dedes as that, whiche J haue hearde ſape, other 
women haue done: but nowe me thinketh them al likely 
enoughe to be true, whan J ſe women can fynde in their 
hartes, to tomple and lye with vicious and filthy men, 
and dzonkerdes, and bzaulers, and dawyſh,and bzatne 
les, cruell, and murderars. Foz what difference is be⸗ 
twene them and aſſes, ſwyne, bozes, bulles, oz beares : 
what madnes is it to haue delyte tn ſuche men, and to 
flee and eſchewe wyſe men: as Plutarke the philoſo⸗ 
pher ſaith, and flee honeſt men and good men, as wares 
lpas they wold flee from venemous beaſtes : voherfoze 
it was well and aptly ſpoken, that a countrep man of 
myne ſated, that thenature of women was in choſpng 
men, lyke vnto the female voolues : Yohiche amonge a 
great ſozte of males, take the fouleſt and wozſt fauou⸗ 
red: but men neuer caſt any fauouretoa woman, but 
fo: ſome good p2opzetee, eyther of ſubſtance, perſon, oz 
wptte. And women many tymes loue ſome men, bes 
cauſe there is nothynge in them wozthy to be beloued , 
wherby they declare the moze playnely, that they go 
without reaſon . whiche thynges J ſaie by ſome that 
hauenothyng a do with their reaſon, but all geuen and 
applied vnto their body: Igaynlt whome J haue ſpo⸗ 
ten ſharpely, becauſe they dote, and fonde good yonge 
men, and bzynge theim to filthines and foly, whan they 
wolde fayne pleaſe the women, and ſe they can not, ex⸗ 
cepte they go wpde frome all condicions perteynynge 


vnto 
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bnto men. Foz lyke as childʒen, whiche be geuen all vn⸗ 
to ſpozte and plate, neyther haue diſcrecton fo; lacke of 
age, to compꝛehende any depe mattier, haue onelpe in 
p2ice and regarde thoſe, that can handle they: ſpoztes 
and paſtymes the mooſte aptely. So women ſette all 
vpon pleaſures, and voluptecs, wantonnes, and foly, 
thynke no man wyſe, but thoſe that can well conuey 
ſuche mattters : and what ſo euer perteyneth to wytte 
and ſadnes, they counte foly. So their dilcrecion is 
blynded ſo ſoze, that they loue, eſteme and ſet by fooles, 
and counte theim foz great wiſe men: and abhozre them 
that be wyſe in dede, hate, diſpiſe, and lothe thetm, and 
take theim foz fooles : Jn lyke maner as folkes that be 
ſycke of a great agewe, wenethat ſweete meate is bit⸗ 
ter: and as ſowes haue moze delpte in mpze and durte, 
than in ſweteflow:es. 
what hope ſhall we haue of theim, that haue ſo fe⸗ 
ble dilcrecton and ſo coxrupted e Foz maydes that de⸗ 

ſyꝛe and wyſlhe fo; ſuche huſbandes, tn whome bee the 
externall gyftes of Foztuae, whiche the people calle 
good, no; haue no reſpecte vnto the inwarde goodnes, 
they be woꝛthy to fele perpetuall ſozowe, and to bee pu⸗ 
nyſſhed fo2 their errour ſo longe as they lyue: becauſe 
they dilpiſe that, that is the moze noble and excellente 
in dede, in compariſon of that, whiche is moze bile and 
leſſe wozthe . © koolyſſhe mayde, whiche haddeſt leauer 
haue continuall ſozowe in golde and ſylke, than haue 
pleaſure in wollen clothe : whiche hadſt leauer be hated 
and beaten in raiment of purple and riche colour, than 
bee loued and ſet by in a courſe garmente of meane co⸗ 
* Jour. It thou haddeſt leauer haue that other, take that 
thou haſte choſen, noz bee not diſcontente with that. 


whiche 
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which thou halt wittingly taken with thine own hands, 


CSozeouer, we haue harde tell of ſome foolyſhe hul: 
bandes, that they haue kylled they: wyues: as Juſtina 
a mapde of Rome, bozne of nobe bloude, whan hir ka⸗ 
ther and mother maryed hit vnto a ponge man of great 


polleſſions, but of tmalle diſcrecion and witte: whiche 


whan he ſawe his wyues whyte necke, as che was ſtow⸗ 
pyng to bnloſe hir ſhoone, fell ſtreyght into a ſuſpecti⸗ 
on and teloſy ouer hir, becauſe ofhir beautie: and with 
a ſwoꝛde cutte hit necke in ſundze, of whome was made 
this epitaphy folowyng. 


My cruell huſbande to death hath me doocn 
And with a woꝛde mp necke in ſundze cutte 
As I was ſtoupypng to vntie my ſhoone 
And to pulle out my pꝛety foote, 
And that deſyde the bedde, where J was layde 
With bym not longe befoze . © harde and cruell mynde 
Ju that ſame place, where as he had hadde 
y maydcuhcade, to ſbewe hym ſo vukpude 
Yet I ucuer ofecuded, wherfoze J ought to die, 
Au mpghtie god to recoꝛde J take: 
And lo nowe here ſlapue J lie, 
Thus pleaſed Foztune myne ende to make. 
But fathcrs all, example take by me 
Juſtina, as warely as pou can 
It re loue pour daughter tendzelp, 
' Thgtyoune marp bir to a foolyſhe man. 


C Fathers and mothers whiche marye they: chyldzene 
vnto good and vertuous mates, doo not onely pꝛouyde 
well foz them, but alſo foz them ſelfe. Foz they get them 


ſuche ſons and daughters in lawe, that ſhalbe ſuctdur 


and ayde vnto theym in they: olde age: . 
| tie 
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naughty and vngracions, thet pꝛouide them ol enemies. 
¶ t of the ſonne in lawe; we haue an example in 
che golpell: Foz ſaincte Peters mother in lawe, whan 4s. 
ſhe late ſicke ofa great agewe, was made holle of our 
loꝛde, at the inſtantce of hir ſon in lawe. Suche it was 
to haue ſo good a ſonne in lawe, that Chꝛiſte diſdeigned 
not to take vnto his diſciple. | 
¶ And of the daughter in la we, we reade an example in 
the boke of Ruth: that whan Noemp came home into 
Jury (htr owne countrey) out of the lande of Moab, hit 
huſbande and bir ſonnes beinge dead, and bzoughte 
with hit, hir. u. ſonnes wyues, of whom the one called 
Ozpha by name, retourned againe to hir owne coun- 
trep and frendes, but Ruth kepte ſtil with hir mother 
in lawe, and bothe confozted hir with wozdes, and nou⸗ 
ryſſhed and kepte hir with hit about: in ſo muche that 
Noemp founde in Ruthe, bothe the loue of a daughter, 
and diligent ſeruice ofa ſonne. Roemy had bene a wy⸗ 
dowe and deſerte in deede, if ſhe had hadde no better a 
daughter in lawe than Oꝛzpha was: but in as muche 
as the had Ruthe, ſhe was not all deſtitute of chyldzen, 
neythet had no tauſe to name hir ſelfe Mata, that is to 
ſate bytter, as hir mynde was to bee named. Alſo after 
that Ruth had bozne the pzophet Eſaie by hir ſecounde 
huſbande called Booz, women dyd make as great ſem⸗ 
blaunce of gladnes vnto Noemy, as thoughe ſhe hadde 
had ok hir owne daughter oz hir owne ſonne, not onely 
one neuew, but as thoughe ſhe had had ſeuen ſons hir 
ſelfe: Foz they ſaied to hit in this maner: There is one 
bozne nowe of thy daughter in lawe, whiche (hall loue 
the, and be better vnto the, than thoughe thou haddeſt 
ſeuen ſonnes. 45 | | 
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¶ Nowe afoze J make an ende of this boke, J will 
anſwere vato a madde and a franticke opinion, whiche 
bothe maydens and wyues haue, and all the common 
people in generall, that thynke it is expedient foz map- 
des, thatarecometolautfullage of mariage, to be ſene 
oft abzode amonge people, goodly and pykedlp arated, 
and to kepe company and communicacion with men, to 
be eloquente in ſpeache, and counnynge in daunſynge 
and ſyngyng: yea and to loue hym afoze hande, whom 
they entende to marye. Foz ſo (they ſaie) they ſhall the 
moe lyghtiy mete with a bargeine. A man myght make 
anſwere to all this at ones, but wyll examine it from 
poynt to poynt, to content not onely the mindes ot, wiſe 
men, but alſo of theun that be rude and ignozant. 

¶ What wyſe man, J pꝛaie you, woulde euer counſaile 
this thing, knowynge, that yll is not to be dooen, that 
good mate come therof e and ſpectally where the yll is 
euident enoughe , and the good nepther certayne noz 
cuſtomed to folowe commonly vpon the deede . wher⸗ 
foze if the mayde can get no mariage, excepte ſhe infecte 
hir mynde, and ieoperde hir honeſtie on this facion, it 
were better neuer to mary : ozels to mary oneclp Chiiſte, 
than to marye fy:ſte vnto the diuell, that ſhe maie bee 
maryed to a man afterwarde. 
¶ Rowe. ii. thynges there be, the moſte pꝛecious that 
a woman canne bynge with hir to a man, Honeſtie of 


body, and good fame: nog there is no man ſo foolyſthe 


and madde, neyther ſo ſet vpon beautie and couetyſe of 
goodes, neyther ſo bngracious and ſo bnthaiftie of Iy- 
uynge, but he wyll be content with any wyfe, haupnge 
theſe two: whiche il ſhe lacke, howe can he be contente e 


Than wolde J wyt, whether mayde is the moze lee 
o be 


| 
{ 
| 
£ 
t 
t 
n 
b 
k 
0) 
b 
( 
pl 
bi 
tr 
eu 
C 
to 
mt 


A CHRISTEN -VVOMAN 78 
to bee of good fame and behayour, whether ſhee that 
bideth moſt at home, oꝛ lhe that walk eth muche abzode e 
At whome there is none occalton of iuell, and foozthe 
abzode euety place is full. Ind of hir that tatieth at 
home, no man maketh queſtion oz argument: But of 
hir that walketh muche about: euery man wyll ſate his 
opinton: where amonge ſo diuerſe ſentences a mapde 
(hal ſoonecatchea blot: whiche wyll ſtycke in no place 
moze ſooner than on a mapde, neither wozle to get out. 
Oz whiche of them two dooe men let moze by? and whe⸗ 
ther will they think e of moſte honeſt demea ner, hir that 
they ſee eyther neuer, oz but ſelde, o2 hir, whome they 
mete in euery comer ? Uerily I thynke they wyll not 
beleue, that ſhe kepeth hit honeſtte verily wel, that wal⸗ 
keth ſo ofte foozthe . Ind as foz pꝛouidynge of hir ma⸗ 
tyage, I thynke it ſhulde bee moze pzofitable fo; hir, to 
be harde telle ol, than ſeen, Foz a mayde that is ofte in 
(pght, ſhall chance either to ſay oz dooe, that maie diſ⸗ 
pleaſe hym that ſhulde haue hir: oz ſome of theim that 
be of his counſayle: oz that he geueth credence and 
truſt vnto , wherby many tymes martages be bzoken, 
euen in the poynt of maz y ng. Y 

¶ And whereas they ſpeake of.dothynge, wherewith 
to make hit gape, if ſhe be maryedbut foz that, ſhee 
muſte needes be hated, whan ſhe is with out theim.Foz 
ſhe muſte ncedes ſome tymes lay awaie that wede,and 
be with hir huſbande at home in meane arate : Foz 
commonly, as we greatly lyke them, in whom wee fynd 
any ſpeciall goodnes, that we loked not fo2, Iykewile 
we hate theim as ſoze, that diſapoynt out hope of any 
good bountie. Foz if thou ſeme pyked and p2opze bnto 


thy ſpouſe, and arte not ſo in deede, after that he hath 
Q. ii. tatzen 


mm 


THE INSTRYCTION OF 
taken ſoine great hope of thy beautie, he muſte nedes 
date the, whan he ſeeth hym ſelfe diſpoynte.t.. 
C Soꝛeouer J coude name bothe in this countrey 
and in myne owne, dyuerſe maydes, whiche coude ne- 
. yer get matiage, becauſe that men were abaſſhed of 
thep2 coſtely apparcll . ' what ſaye they: this woman 
wolde ſpende vp all hir maryage good in once gowne, 
oz one bzooche  Therto beyng ouer richely apparelled, 
maides be tekened lyght. 14-746 
¶ And as fozthoſe that keepe muche company with 
men, what man is there, that wall not ſiefpecteyll by 
theim e Oz what huſbande hall ſhe kynde ſo pactent, 
that will be content to haue his wyfe to company ſtyll 
and common with men e 02 wolde not rather haue ſuche 
one, as wolde moze gladly company with hir huſbande 
alone, than with a great multitude of men & 
one (hall tempte hir mpade with cloquence, an other 
with comlines of perſon, ſome with beantte, ſome with 
libertee, and ſome with noblenes . Foz as foꝛ maydes 
to de eloquent of ſpeche, that is to ſaie great bablers, ts 
atoken-ofa lpght mynde and ſhꝛewde condicions : In 
ſo muche that he that ſhall mary hu, ſhal thinke he hath 
a ſerpent and no wife. Fozyonge men wyll pꝛeyſe hir 
vnto hit face, that is full oftalke, and a tollpdauncer, 
and full ot mety conceytes, and playe, and pleafaunte, 
and cih hit well manered, and well bzoughte vppe, all 
to haue hir at ther pleaſute, but none to marye hir: 
and all beleue that they mate quickely opteyne theyz 
purpoſe of ſuche one: but neuer a one wyll be glad to 
haue ſuche one to his wyte, chat he ſeeth is appliyng 
vnto every mans wyll: they pꝛeyſe foz the tyme all that 
He doche, becauſe they ha ue delyte thetin. But a 15 
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foolpſhe maydes coulde here what men ſpeake after- 
wardes amonge theim ſelfe one vnto an nother, with 
out diſſimulacion : than ſhulde they knowe in deede, 
howe hertely they pꝛyſed theym and lyked theim : they 
chulde vnderſtande than, that whan the men called 
hit mety concepted, they ment they were bablats, and 
chatters :and whan they called thetm luſty tyzers, they 
ment they were lyght mynded 2 and where they called 
theim well nurtred, they ment they were wanton. | 
CBut ſoine wolde ſate here, vet by thoſe meanes they 
tome by matiage. J graunt, in dede ſome do: but the 
moſte parte dothe not. Foz bothe mo be maxied, and 
that allo vnto better huſbandes, that neuer go about 
to tempte no man, the whiche whan they ſce theim ſelle 
begiled with the women, they kylle theim vp with yll 
intreatynge . And this the maide mate be ſure of, that 
thee ſhall neuer haue good lyfe with that huſbande, 
whiche he hath gotten by wiles, and craftes.O2 ik there 
be any man (ſo mad oz foolyſhe, that hadde leauer haue 
ſuche a woman to his wyfe, than one that louethe ſa- 
htartoulnes, and is ſad bothe of bchauour and aparel, 
and mylde ol chere: ſuche a man wolde not J maty my 
doughter to : fo: ſhe mult nede loue lewdnes and vice, 
that letteth moze by ſuche knackes, than by vertye and 
goodnes. 

C owe wyll J ſpeake a fewe woozdes of loue, the 
whiche doteth all maydes foz the moſt parte, andDilcet- 
neth theim greatly, and bꝛyngeth theim to muche nu(- 
chiefe . Foꝛʒ it dothe not become a mayde to make any 
ſigne, that ſhe wolde fayne be maryed, oz that ſheloueth 
any yonge man to wedde , Foz if ſhe loue hym afoze 
ſhe haue hym, that it be Rn what ſhall he 9 
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but that ſhe wyll as lyghtly loue an other as ſhe hathe 
doone hym , whome as yet ſhe ought to ſhewe no loue 
bnto : neither he will beleue, that ſhe louethhym alone, 
ſeynge there is as great cauſe to loue other. And if he 
bulde mary hir, he wyll thynke ſhe will haue as good 
mynd to other, as hym ſelfe, wha ſhe is ſo lyght ot loue. 
C Let euety body excuſe the matter as they wyll, but 
in very deed e euery woman, that loueth any man bee⸗ 
ſyde hit huſbande, is accurſed, if (hee haue a dooe with 
bym : and though ſhe haue not, pet is ſhe an hatlotte in 
minde. Ind there hath been many, that haue loued ſo 
outragioully, that they haue been obedpent bnto the 
pleaſure of thoſe men, whome they hoped ſhuld be their 
huſbaudes : Ind afterwarde theſe men haue diſpiſed 
and caſte theim vpwhiche in my mynde was well and. 
wyſely doone , Foz they be buwozthy foz to be maryed, 
that dare ſhewe an example vnto thoſe men, whame 
they (hulde haue,howe well they can fynde in their hert 
to lye with a man, that is not theirhuſbande, Foz by 
likelyhod they wyll bothe do that ſame with other men 
afoze their mariage, and in their maryage with theyz 
adulterers , There ts no dape, wheron theſe thynges 
by chance not in euety citee, noz there is no woman (a 
tgnozant what is dooen in the citee: but ſhe hereth tel of 
theſe thynges. 
¶ I haue herd tel in this countrey, that wowars haue 
been fezlaken foz none other cauſe, but] becauſe there 
was no loue betwenethe parties afoze. Foz the yonge 
women (ated, they coulde not leue theim, noz fynde in 
they: hett to haue theim in mariage, whome they loued 
not, no knowe betoze: and this is a great vſe they (ap, 
in Candy. What nede is it to rebuke ſuche mindes — 
woꝛzdes, 
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woozdes, whiche who ſo doeth not percefue to bee vn- 
chaſte, I holde hir karre moꝛe naughtie than they be. 
No we than, loueſt not thou thy hulbande, becauſe he is 
coupled vnto the by goddes lawes and gods comman⸗ 
dement, but becauſe thou arte vſed to his loue befoze £ 
So do dzabbes and harlottes, which foz like cauſe loue 
they: louers : and thou arte not farre bnlike vnto thoſe 
dzabbes .. And ſo it chaunceth vnto ſuche women, euen 
by the punyſſhemente of god, that all the loue, whiche 
they ought to kepe in theyz mariage, they ſpende it out 
afoze. Yoherof this common ſaiyng came vppe 2: That 
they that mary for loue, ſhall leade their lyfe in ſorowe, 
Foz it chaunceth by many, that after the heate oflouets 
ones paſte, there foloweth greatte hate: whiche thynge 
ofte tymes maketh wondze and talke amonge the peo⸗ 
ple, whan they heare tell, howe ſo great louers within 
ul. 03. (tit . dates fall at debate, and begynne to deuoz:ce 
o: the bzyde cake bee eaten: Noz it is no meruaple : foz 
neyther the kyꝛe mate laſte, that lacketh woode : neyther 
loue that is notnouryſſhed with honeſt loupnge . Foz 
amonge yll folkes, as Cicero ſaieth, can bee no ſure 
frendeſhyp . voherfoze it ts not expediente to make maz 
ryages by loue afoze hande, neyther to couple and 
bynde that moſte holy charitee with ſo fplthy and bzytell 
bandes: and yet muche wozſe is it to make theym to 
mary by ſtryuynge, and hate, thzetnynge, and ſute: as 
whan they goeto lawe together, the man fozthe wo- 
man, bearynge hir in hande, that ſhe ts his wpfe : and 
the woman in lyke maner fo; the man. 

CJneuer hearde tell of moze fooly , than foza 
woman to labour to haue a man againſte his will, with 


whome ſhe (hall bothe lyue atwynne : and excepte — 
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loue hir, the ſhall lyue in perpetuall ſozowe. Ind loue 
muſte be gotten with fayze meanes, and not compelled: 
Foz he will neuer bee a ſure frende, that is dzawen and 
holden by fozce. What a madnes is it to begynne that 
+ ſacrament of holy loue with hate: J wolde not, ſo god 
me helpe, haue a ſeruaunt againſt his will: muche leſſe 
a mate: neither it ts not good to compell a man againſt 
his will: Noz J woulde the woman ſhoulde be maryed 
vnto hym, excepte he deſyꝛe hir with all his herte. Noz 
it becometh not the maydes frendes to pꝛaie oz labour 
fo: a maryage, 02 ones to offre the mayde of their par⸗ 
tie: but the man ſhulde ſeke foꝛ matiage: and ſo it ſhuld 
be done in dede, ſauyng that money ruleth and oꝛdꝛeth 
all thyng. Foz nowe they be maryed vnto money, and 
money inarieth . And as Seneca ſaieth, Men dzawe 
they: wpues to them with their fingers . Ind therfoze 
weſeſo many ſozy and vnlucky maryages, whan bothe 
the partees ſee them ſelfe coupled vnto the money, and 
not bnto the man oz the women. Therekoze bothe of 
theim enbzaceth and holdeth faſte it. Ind as foz the 
wyke, the huſvande kepeth hir but as his concubine, 
and ſhe hym as auoutrer : neyther loueth one an other, 
but foz the fylthy pleaſure of lecherp : and elles either 
hateth and enuieth other. But they that wolde kepe the 
nature of thynges, holle and pute, neyther cozrupte 
them with wzonge vnderſtandyng, ſhoulde reden, that 
wedlocke is a bande and couplynge of lone, beneuo⸗ 
lence, frendſhyppe, and chatitee, compꝛehendyng with 
in it all names of goodnes, ſwetenes, and amitee.Ther- 
foze let the mayde neyther catche, and diſceiue bee ſub⸗ 
tyltee hym, that ſhoulde be hir inſeparablefelowe, no: 
pulle and dzawe by playne violence: „* be 

en 
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taken by honeſtie, ſimple, plaine and good maner, that 
neyther of theim complaine with bothe they;-harmes: 
oz ſaie they were diſceiued 02 compelled, 0 


CHere endeth the firſte bokeof the inſtru⸗ 
cttonofa Cbꝛiſten woman. 
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ot wedlocke. Cap.i. 


Ius is no place here to reaſon epther 
\ the laudes oz diſpzayſes of wedlocke. 

» # Noz the olde queſtions are to bee tou⸗ 
| ched: as, Js it foꝛ a wyſeman to wedde 
( rte: Noz the queſtyons of our chzi- 
— titten men, concetnynge wedlocke, ſpn- 
gle lyke, and virginitee, and other, that ſaincte Au⸗ 
guſtyne, and other doctours of our chꝛiſten faithehaue 
diſputed: Jknowe, there haue been ſome that haue 
ſoze rebuked wedlocke, and that not onely heretickes, 
as the Manicheis, that vtterlye commaunded to ab⸗ 
ſeine krom martage: whoſe errours be cleane dampned 
and banyſſhed, bat alſo pagans, whiche haue geuen 
tudgemente of the holle kpnde of women, vpon certayne 
euyll, ouer muche folowynge the common gyſe, whiche 
vpon the knowlage of a fewe, deine the holle nacion. 
So the Carthaginenſes were defamed as falſe of pꝛo⸗ 
mile : Do the Cilicians as theues and robbers: the Ro- 
mapnes as couetous: the Grekes as inconſtaunce and 


varpable. 
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C The honelte wyues oughte to hate and blame the 
naughtie wyues : as a ſhame and ſalander vnto all the 
kynde, Ind truely no man durſte euer ſo farre diſpzaile 


woman kynde: but he muſte nedes confeſſe, that a good 
woman is the beſte trealure, and moſte lucky and pꝛoſ⸗ 
perous thynge that can be. Ind as Xenophon ſateth, 
ſhets the greatteſt cauſe of mans felicitee. There is no- 
thynge moze ſweete than a good wyfe, ſateth the wyſe 
man Theognts . Lyke wiſe Xyſtus tn his ſentences, cal⸗ 
leth hir mans ioye. Euripides the poete, whiche was 
ſharpely vered with. it . naughtie wpues, ſtuffed his 
tragedtes with rebukes and raylynge on women, and 
he was named in a greke wooꝛde, the hater of women: 
pet neuer the leſſe he doubted not to affirme,thatno plea 
ſure was lyke they:s, that had good wyues. Ind He- 
ſiodus the poete, a verate ennemp of women, ſateth : 
That as nothynge is moze infoztunate than a man, 
that chaunceth on an eupll wyfe: ſo Iyke wyſeno great⸗ 


he that hach a good wyke. | 
CKynge Salomon, whiche was beſyde hym ſelke fo; 
women, and of the moſte wyſe, made the moſte vnwyſe, 
often tymes as curſynge his wycked dedes, he 
rebuketh women. But ſo pet that he ſheweth play 
by whome he mente. Foz in his pzouerbes he wziteth, 
that an vnwyſe woman and full of boldenes, ſhall lacke 
b:cade. Aud as a tre is conſumed of the timbze wozme, 
fo he ſaieth is a man of an euyll wyfe . But loke in the 
ſame boke, howe goodly and gape is the pꝛaiſe of a 
ood woman : of whome he ſateth thus, Noble is hir 
uſbande in the gates, whan he ſytteth with the aun⸗ 
cient fathers of the erth . Foztitude and beautie ſhall be 
the 


ter felicitee and welthe any man mate haue, than hath 
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the rapment of an holy woman, and ſhe ſhall laugh in 

the laſte daye, She hath opened hir mouth vnto wiſe- 
dome, and the lawe of mekenes is in hir tonge . Hir 
childzen haue ryſen bp and called hir the moſte bleſſed : 
and hir huſbande hath commended hir. Many women 
haue gethered ryches: but thou haſt paſſed theim all. 

C Theſe and many good wozdes hath the wyſe kynge 
ſpoken: whiche are appꝛoued and alowed of euery wiſe 
man with one allcnt. 

¶ Rowe J fozce not foz thole diſputacions, oz moze 
Iyke ſermons, that ſharpe witted men haue made of 
wedlocke, Foz doutles all lerned men byd wed : whiche 
thynge they dyd theim ſelfe . The. vu. wyſe wen of 
Grece were maryed fpz\t, and after that Pythagoꝛas. 
Socrates, Iriſtotel;and Theopzaſt, both the Catons, 
Cicero, and Denec: becauſe they well perceyued, that 
nothynge was moze after nature, than the couplyng 
of man and woman: wherby mankynde, beynge in 
ſundzy perſons mo2tall, is made in all together euer⸗ 
laſtynge: and wherby a man yeldeth agayne bnto his 
ſucceſours,that whiche he taketh of his pzedeceſſours : 
and as it were rendzeth a benefite bnto nature, 
CIriſtotell in his mozall bokes erhozteth wyſe men 
bnto maryage, not onely to thentent to haue chyldzen, 
but alſo becauſe of company , Foz that is the pzincipal 
and gretteſt vnitee that can be. Foꝛ thus goth the mat⸗ 
ter in deede: Of that conſideracion and vniu2rlalle 
frend(Hip, wherwith all folkes are knytte to gether as 
bzetherne diſtended of god one father of all thynges, 
where with nature hir ſelle. that in all men is the ſame, 
byndeth vs to gether with a certayne chatitee: moze 


nere is that frendeſhippe  whiche is amonge folkes of 
Rt. one 
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one faithe : and it is plucked mozenarowe by mans 0z- 
dynaunce and la we ctuyle . Foz citizens fauoure moze 
one an other, than they do fozeyns : and of citizens our 
ſpeciall frendes are moſte dete to vs: of theim wee loue 
beſte our owne kyns folke : and of kyns folke nothyng 
is mozenere than the wyfe : whome the firſte father of 
mankynde, as ſoone as he ſawe hir, ſaid by and by, that 
it was a bone of his bones, and fleſhe of his fleſhe. Ind 
whan there was pet neyther fathers noz mothers, he 
gaue a lawe, as inthename of nature, ſaiyng in this 
wple , For hir ſake a man ſhall leaue bothe father and mo⸗ 
ther, and abide with his Wyfe. | 
C who than can denpe, but that wedlocke is a thynge 
moſte holy ? Yohiche god ozdeyned in paradiſe, whan 
mankynde was yet pure and cleane, with no ſpotte de⸗ 
fyled . He choſeth it in his mother: he allowed it with 
his pꝛeſence: and wolde do his firſt myꝛacle, at the ſo⸗ 
lemmitce of mariage and there ſhewe an euydent to 
ken of his godhead, vnto the entent he myght declare, 
that he was comen to laue them, that were bothe loſte 
by folkes ſo coupled, and bozne by folkes ſo coupled. 
But I wzytenot here of the pzeyſes of wedlocke, wher⸗ 
vpon often tymes moſt eloquent men haue made longe 
ſcrmons, Foz J do onely inſtruct vertuous women. 


Chat a woman ought to haue in mynde, 
0 whan ſhe marieth. Cap. ii. 


V. # A T tyme a woman marteth, ſhe ſhulde call to 
remembzance the beginnyng of wedlocke, and bu⸗ 
lily conſider in hit mynde and thought the lawes of it: 
and ſo ſhe ought to pꝛepare hirſelf, that ſo great a ſacta 
ment, kirſte vnderſtand, ſhe maie akter warde fulfil — 
et 
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After that god the pzynce and maker ok this excellent 
wozke, had bzought man into this wozlde, he thought 
it vnconuement to leaue hym all alone, and ſo iuigned 
to hym a liupnge creature, moſt lyłke vnto hym of mind 
and ſhape, with whole conucrſacion and compenable 
woozdes, he myght ſwetely ſpende his tyme, and alſo 
becauſe of generacion, if it pleaſed hym. - 
CInd in dede wedlocke was not ozdeyned ſo muche Sen. 2. 
| fo2 generacton, as foz certayne company of lyte, and 
contynuall felowſhyp. Neyther the name of huſbande 
is a name of bodily pleaſure,but of vnitce and affinitee. 
God led the woman to the man, whiche meaneth none 
other thynge, but that god hym ſelfe was chicfe autho2 04.19. 
and maker of wedlocke. Therfoze Chzyſte in the goſ⸗ . 10. 
pell calleth theim eoupled of god. Fs ſoone as the man 
loked vpon the female of his kynde, he began to loue 
hir aboue all thynges, and ſaicd, Nowe is this a bone gen.2, 
of my bones, and fleſhe of my fleſhe , And for hir a man 
ſhall forſake bothe father and mother, and abyde with his 
wyfe: and they ſhall be two in one fleſhe . Where it is 
ſaied in one fleſhe, it is to be bnderſtanden one fleſhe, 
and fleſhe after the pꝛopꝛety of the Hebzewe ſpeeche ſy⸗ 
gnifieth mankynde bothe man and woman. So that 
they whiche firſte were two, man and woman, contui⸗ 
gned in wedlocke, be made one. This is the marueys 
lous miſterp of wedlocke, ſo to myngle and to couple 
the man and the woman, that two (ſhall be made one. 
The whiche thyng allo it hath dooen in Chꝛiſte and the g. . 
churche, as teacheth Paule the apoſtle, which no power 
laue only goddes power, myght bꝛynge about: Of 
neceſſitee that thynge muſt be moſt holy, at whiche god 
is lo ſpeciall pzeſent , Therefoze what tyme a woman 
K. lil. cometh 
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cometh here bnto, ſhe Mulde not ſuppoſe, that (he co⸗ 
meth to daunte, plap, and fcaſt,but muſt ponder higher 
thynges in hir mynde. God is the ouer ſear,the churche 
is the medyatrice in mariage. Foz whiche cauſe that | 
thynge that is iuigned and faſtned together by ſo highe 
* auctozitee, Chzyſteſuffereth not eyther to be bꝛoken oz fy 

loſed of any moztall creature, ſaiynge in his goſpell : 
That god hath iuigned together, man mate not deuide. 
Noe it it be notlefull to loſe it, and that knot is not 
to be vnkyt with mans handes, which god hath knyt: 
Lyke wyle no man ought to open that thynge, whiche 
is ſhut with the key of Dauyd : whiche all onely that 
" 4mmaculate lambe hath in kepyng. 
¶ Nowe than ſtreight in the begynnynge, thou that 
arte an honeſt woman, appoynt thy ſelfe, that thou 
maiſte in ſuche wyſe bynde hym vnto the with loue, 
whome god by the ſacramente hathe iuigned vnto the: 
that the band mate be eyſy and lyght . Noz neuer deſire 
that knot to be vnknyt, noz caſt not thy ſelfe and hym 
bothe that is knyt with the, in to grefe without ende, 
and perpetuall myſery . Foz a great parte of this mat⸗ 
ter reſteth in thy hand:eyther with pure chaſtitee meke⸗ 
nes, buxum vblynge of thy ſelfe, to haue thy huſvande 
pleaſaunt and louynge bnto the, and to lede thy lyfe 
welthfully : oz els with thy bices of mynde and body, 
to haue hym frowarde, and crapbed, and to ozdeyne foz 
thy ſelte greuous turment, whiche by deathe ſhal not be 
ended. Thou ſhalt toyle, thou ſhalt weepe, thou halte 
be troubled, thou alte curſe the date that euer thou 
were tuigned vnto hym, thou ſhalte curſe hym that the 
begate, and hir that the bare, and all thy kyn, pe and al 
theun that any thynge dyd in thy maryage, 5 — 
zou 
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thzoughe thyne owne vices cauſe thy huſbande to hate 
the . But on the other partie, if thou by berttious Iys 
uyng and burumnes, geue hym cauſe to loue the, thou 
ſhalte be maiſtres in a mery houſe, thou ſhalte teiopſe, 
thou (halt be gladde, thou ſhalt bleſſe the date that thou 
were maryed vnto hym, and all them that were helping 
there vnto . The wyle ſentence ſaieth: A good woman by 
lowely obeyſaunce ruleth hir huſbande, 

AC pPlinius the younger, whan he hadde a wyfe as his 
mpndedeſpzed, he was mylde and gentyll vnto hir a- 
gaine, and thanked Hiſpula his wyues aunt, bothe foz 
his owne and his wyues ſake, ſaiyng: Ithanke pou, 
that pꝛouided me of hir: and ſhe thanketh you, becauſe 
you gotte hir me, and as it were, haue choſen the one 

vnto the other. 

C Aboue all this, that fyꝛſte, and (as I ſuppoſe) onely 

chaptre of the lawes of wedlocke, that they ſhall be two 

in one perſon, is the veraie ground of wedlocke, and the 
bonde of that moſte holy felowſhyp . toherfoze it a wo⸗ 
man directe all hir thoughtes, hir wozdes, and hir de- 
des vuto this poynte, that is, to kepe truely and ſafelp 
the purenes of wedlocke : he can not but lyue well and 
bertuoufly . Therfoze an honeſte and a chaſte woman 
ought euer to haue this in mynde , Ind ſhe ſhall ſtudy 
bothe date and nyght, howe ſhe mate fulfyll this lawe, 
and expꝛeſſe and ſhewe it in dede : truſtyng veraily here 
bpon, that what ſo euerthe be, that fulfylleth this lawe, 
that is to (ate, that rekeneth hir ſelfe and hir hufbande 
all one perſon, and ſo lyueth, that ſhe mate bothe be in 
deede, and appere to bee all one with hit huſbande: ſhe 
can lacke no kynde of vertue; and ſhe that dothe not ſo, 
ſhall haue no bertue at all, 8 
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CO teuerente power of the diuine woozde, whiche in 
the wooꝛdes hath compꝛehended as muche as moztall 
men goe aboute to expꝛeſſe, no; yet can not with longe 
ſermons . wherfoze I wil mate none other lawe ot᷑ mã⸗ 
ryage; fo; onely thts is ſuſfittent, onely this contepneth 
as uniche as either mans wytte can concepue, 02 mans 
eloquence can utter. Therfoze the woman ſhall not be⸗ 
leue my fantaſpe, but the fy:ſte father of our kynde N 
dam, oz rather obey Chaſte, commaundyng in the gol⸗ 
- pelofMathewe, That they ſhalbe two in one perſon, And 
than hath ſhe fufylled all the dutie of a vertuous wyke. 
This one pꝛecepte of god myghte haue eaſed me of 
labour of w2itynge, it that it had entred ſo depe in 
to womennes hertes, that they myghte bothe haue well 
percepued it, and beare in mynde, and executed it. But 
no we to the entente that it mate ſtycke moze faſte, and 
growe moze ſurely, it muſte bee tourned and handled 
many wates, and be made in manye facions, and ſo bee 
ſette afoze they; eies, and taughte bnto theim, that they 
mate bothe take and kepe it the better. Not withſtan⸗ 
dynge a wyſe woman ſhall remembze, that all that euer 
Fſate, -X but one pzecepte, as it were one man in diuers 
appare | 


Cot twothe greatten poyntes in a matied woman, Cap. ill. 


Ax? u all other bertues of a marted woman, 
two there oughte to bee moſte ſpeciall and great⸗ 
teſte : the whiche onely ik ſhe haue theim, mate cauſe 
martage to be ſure, ſtable, durable, eaſy, lyght, ſwete 
and happy: and agatne, if the one bee lacked : it ſhall 
be bnſare, pepnfull, vnpleaſant, and intollerable, yea 
and full of miſery, and wzetchedneſlſe , Theſe two ver- 
cues, 
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tres; that I meane, be Chaftitie and great lottetowarde 
hit hulbande . The fy:ſte ſhee muſte bzynge with hir 
fo:th ol hir fathers houſe. The ſecond, ſhe mult take af- 
ter ſhe is ones entred in at hit huſoandes doze,and both 
father and mother, kynsfolkes;and all hir ftendes lefte, 
ſhall reken to fynde all theſe onely in hir huſbande. 
in bothe thele vertues (he ſhall tepꝛeſent the mage 
of holy churche: whiche is bothe moſte chaſte and moſt 
faithefully dothe keepe trouthe and pzomyſe vnto hit 
ſpouſe Chziſte 2: whiche bepnge ſolicited, and laboured 
within ok ſo many wowers, that is toſate, chziſten fol- 
kes, that haue been commune heretykes, and beſyged 
without of pagans and Jewes : yet neuer hath been 
wonne no2cozrupted:and hath ever rekened al hit good 
und tteaſure to teſte in hit onely ſpouſe Chziſte, 
CAT marted woman oughte to bee of greatter chaſtitee 
than an bninaryed . Foz if that thou than pollute and 
defylethy chaſtitee, as god fozbede thou ſhuldeſt, herke 
Ipꝛaie the, howe many thou ſhalt'offende and diſpleaſe 
at ones, with one wicked deede: Powe many reuengers 
thou ſhalt pzouoke againſte the. They be ſo many and 
ſo heynous, that amonge ſome a man can make no dik⸗ 
_ ference, but I ſhall gether them without any ozdze, an 
ſet theim bekoze thine etes. 

 C Fyꝛſte thou offendeſte two, whiche ought to bee bn- 

to the bothe moſte in pꝛice, and mooſte deare aug beſte, 
that is to ſaie, almyghtie god, by whoſe meanes ye were 
coupled togyther, and by whole diete thou haſte made 
other to kepe the purenes of body. Ind nexte vnto god 


A 


thou offendeſt thyne huſbande: vnto whom onely thou 
haſte geuen thy ſelfe : in whome thou bꝛeakeſt all loues 
..andcharitees, it thou ones dee — Foz thou arte 


vnto 
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vnto hym as Eue was vnto Adam: that is toſate his 
da his ſiſter, his companion, and his wpfe, and 
as J myghteſate, an other hym ſelfe . voherefoze thou 
deſperate woman, that haſte abuſed thy ſelfe ſo, thou 
tareſt in lyke maner, as thoughe thou haddeſt ſtran⸗ 
gled, deſtroyed,oz murthered thy ſelfe . Thou haſt bz0- 
ken the greateſt bande that can be in the wozide: Thou 
haſte b:oken, thou falſe woman, the moſte holy bande 
of temperall lawe : that is to ſaie, thy faythe and thy 
trouthe, whiche ones genen, one enneinye in the fielde 
will kepe to au other, though he ſhulde ſtande in daun⸗ 
ger ot death, and thou like a falſe wzetche doeſt not kepe 
it to thyne huſbande: whiche oughte to bee moze deare 
vnto the by ryghte, than thy ſelte . Thou defyleſt the 
moſte pure churche, whiche holpe to couple the: thow 
bzeakeſt wozldely company : thou bzeakeſte the la wes: 
thou offendeſte thy countrepe: thou beateſt thy father 
with a bytter ſcurge : thou beateſte thy ſozowfull mo⸗ 
ther, thy ſyſters, thy bzetherne, thy kyns folkes , aly- 
ances, and all thy frendes: thou geueſte bnto thy com- 
pantons an example of miſchiefe, and caſteſt an euer- 
laſtynge blot and ſhame vpon thy kynne: thou, lpke a 
cruell mother, caſteſt thy childzene in to ſuche a neceſſi⸗ 
tee, that thei can neuer here ſpeake of theyz mother, with 
out ſhame, no of they: father, without doubtynge. 
what greatter offence can they dooe : oʒ what greatter 
wyckednes can they infecte theim ſelfe withall that de⸗ 
ftroye they countreye, and peryſſhe all lawes and tu⸗ 
ice, and marther theyz fathers and mothers, and fy- 
. nally defyle and matte all thynges, bothe ſpirituall and 
tempozall : what good ſaincte, oz god, oz what man 
thynkeſte thou can fauout the, that dooeſt lo 5 AUP 
countrep 
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eountceyit ſeife, thy parentes, all thy kynſfolke, and 
—— — — and —— 
Ilmighty god wyll auenge moſt rigoziouſſy his mates 
ſtee ſo diſpleaſed and offended of the.” #1) 
CIndknowethou this woman, that the chaſtitee and 
honeſtie, whiche thou haſte, is not thyne, but commit- 
ted, and betaken vnto thy keppnge by thyne huſbande. 
whertoꝛe thou dooeſt the moze wzonge, to geue awate 
that thynge, whiche ts an other bodyes, without the 
owners licence. And therfoze the maryed woman of 
Lacedemon, whan a yonge man deſyzed of hit that 
vnhoneſt thynge, anſwered hym : J wolde graunt the 
thyne aſkynge ponge man, if it were myne owne to 
geue that thou aſkeſte : but that thynge, whiche thou 
woldeſte haue, whyle J was vnmaryed, was my fa- 
thers, and nowe is mynehuſbandes . She made hymn 
a mery and a wyſe anſwere. But ſaynte Paule ſpeketh 
full wyſely foz the monicion of good women, where he 
teacheth the churche of god, ſauyng: A woman hath no 
power of hir owne body, but hichuſbande, whiche ſai⸗ 
ynge ought ſo muche to keepe a woman, except ſbe bee 
to ungractous, frome all fylthy actes, that ſaynt Zu⸗ 
guſtine dothe not alow perpetuall chaſticee in a matied 
woman, without hir huſbande be contente with the 
ſame. Wherfoze there is an holy man, whether it bee 


A 


ſpzepſeth one Celantyne a bertuous woman and a 
good wyfe, becauſe ſhee auowed perpetuall chaſtitee 
without hit huſbandes conſent . Foz a woman hathe 
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ſayncte Hieronyme, oz ſome other J wote not well that 


nopaweron hir owne body, no not vnto the goodnes 


of tontinence. 
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ſhe hathe that whyle vnto the naughtines ofmpſbeha« 
uyng hir body: ſhe is diſcommended foz chaſtitee, hir 
huſbande not beyng of counſet. Rowe than, what ſhall 
the haue, that committeth adultery agaynſt hit huſbau⸗ 
des wil Herke what wozdes this holy man ſateth: But 
this J haue vnderſtande alſo, whiche trowbleth and 
greueth me not a lyttell, that thou haſt taken vpon the 
that good purpoſe of chaſtitee, without thine huſban- 
des will, cleane conttatye to the commaundemente of 
the apoſtle : whiche in this cale commaundeth, not 
onely the wyfe to be ſubiect to the huſbande, but allo 
the huſbande to the wyfe . The wyke ( ſaithe he) hath no 
power on hir owne body, but hir huſbande ; Lyke, 
wyſe the huſbandehath'no power of his owne bodye, 
but his wyke: and thou as though thou haddeſt foz- 
gotten the bonde of mattage, noz temembꝛyng thy bar⸗ 
gayne and p:omyſe, haſt made a vowe of chaſtitee to 
god, thynehuſbande vnknowpnge, but it is teoperdy 
to pꝛompſe that, the whiche is in an others power, 
And J can not thynke that ayfte very pleaſant vnto 
god, where one geueth awate that, whiche perteyneth 
vnto two. Thus lateth this holye man. vohiche if he 
take vp ſo ſharply, this vertuous woman foz an holy 
thynge geuynge, whiche was not in hir power foz to 
geue, what woozdes ſuppoſe pe, wolde he ble, in rebu⸗ 
kyng/s a wicked oz a fylthy deede? inet! 
C ànd that thou maiſte bnderſtande moze plapnely, 
howe great- a vice adulterp is rekened, bothe of god 
and man. Chayſte in his goſpell, where he wolde al- 
gates that men ſhall keepe their wpues ,-noz deuozle 
from theim foz none occaſion: yet he dooeth except ad⸗ 
ultery , Therfoze a man mult be content with —_ 

44 \ ough- 
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though (he be a dzonkard, though ſhe be irefal, though 
the be <zewde, a walter, a glotten, a vacabonde, 3 
ſkowlder, arayler : onely an adulterar is at a mannes 
lybettee to fozlake. Jiſathe other vices be difpleaſang 
in dede, but yet they mate be ſuffred : but ſhe thatbzea- 
keth the pzomiſe of wedlocke, is intollerable . wher⸗ 
e Homer the poete, amonge the curſynges and ban⸗ 

ges, that he geusth bnto certayne men, putteth this 
fo2 one of the (ozeſt : I pzate god (ſaieth he)therr wpues 
moughte medle with other men. Allo Job pzayeth, 
that if euer he late in waite todooe his frendes diſplea⸗ 
ſure, this misfoztune myght lyght vpon hym, latyng: 
IJ pate god my wyfe: mate be an other mans harlotte 2 
and other men mought lye downe bpon hir. , 
¶ And theſe poyntes dydde not onely holye chzyſten 
women bnderitande, but alſs pagans : of whome there 
were ſame, whiche after they were cozrupted, thought 
them ſelfe bnwoozthy foz to lyue, as Lucrecia, wife vn⸗ 
to Collatyne: whoſe acte is moſt famous, foꝛ the mars 
uailous loue that (hee had bnto chaſtitee, and many 
mo; whiche leſte they ſhulde loſe their chaſtitee, peryſ# 
ſhed theim ſelke. | Duin. 
¶ what tyme the citee of Athens was wonne by Lie 
ſander. the kynge of Lacedemon, and . xxx. tyzantes 
were ſette to gouerne the citee, and they ruled moſte 
p;oudely and hautely, and iaped and mocked the ho» 
neſtie of many women, the wyfe of Niceratus lewe 
hir owneſelfe to eſcape, that ſhe ſhulde not be at their 
filthy pleaſure. 1.8 b 
gar the wpues of the Jlmans, of whome Catus 
arius had apne an infynite multytude, deſyzed 


dem, that they . vnto the religion 
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WR 1 0 "of eſis faipns, 
maydes of Kome, ca virgins , laipng, 
that they wolde lyue as chaſtlp as they ſhuld. whiche 
thyng whan they coulde not obtepne of that harde ſto⸗ 
macke of Marius, all inthe nyght nexte enſuyng han⸗ 
ged theim lelfes. 3640 
CIlloin the warte, whiche the people of Phoces had 
with the Theſſalians, and the Theſlalyans came into 
their countrep with an incredyble power, Deiphantus 
the chiefe capytayne of the Phoceans, counſauled che 
people to go agaynſte their ennempes: but as foz chil- 
dꝛen. their wyues, and aged men, with other, that were 
not able to beate harnepes, to ſhut theim vp in ſome ſe⸗ 
crete place, and to bzynge theim plentie of woode and 
ſtrawe, that if the hoo 
my burne theym ſelfe, Rowe whan moſte parte 
of the people conſented to the ſame, there roſe bp an 
aged man, whiche ſated : It were well dooen to wytthe 
womens wpl in that matter: that if they agreed therto, 
than ſhulde tt ſo be : if not, he ſated it was vnreaſona⸗ 
ble, to appoynte theim ſuche a chynge agapnſte they; 
wyll. where vpon the women were exampned, whiche 
anſwered all to gether, that they were very: wel agreed, 
with Detphantus counſaile, and alſo gaue hym great 
thankes, becauſehe had ſo well pꝛouided foz the. ſafe- 
garde of thepin and of their countrey. And vpon this 
purpole they were conueied in to a ſecret place. Powe 
be it the o hocians returned agayne with the victozy:: 
no I doubt not, but it was thzoughthe meryte of the 
od women. Ind thus dyd pagans, whiche lyued in 
obſcuritee and darkenes of ignoꝛaunce. toherfoze 
c<ziſten folkes. mate be the moze aſhamed, whiche bee 
tedemed with the dloud of our lozde, waſſhed with — 

ws ptiſme, 
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pot inEructed with doctrine, and illumined with 


(dow dhe chall behaue bit ſelte vnto dir bufband, Cap. ili. 


1 T were a longe mattier and harde to erpzelle, 
and therto wonderous, if Þ ſhoulde reherſe euer 
38 of the wyues duetie vnto hir huſbande: Our 
de tompꝛehendeth it in the goſpell with one wooꝛde. 
Cheretoꝛe let vs remembze, howe we haue ſated befoze, 
that ſhe is as one bodye with hir huſdande. wherfoze 
che oughte to loue hym none other wyſe than hir ſelfe. 
J haue ſated befoze, and ofte hall againe: Foz this 
is the fe vertue of a matyed woman: this is 
the that wedlocke ſignifyeth , and commaun⸗ 
deth, that the wyfe ſhoulde reken to haue hir huſbande 
fo; e father, mother, bzetherne, and ſpſters, Iyke 
as Adam was bnto Eue, and as the mooſte noble and 
chaſte woman Andzomache ſaied hir huſbande Hectoz 
was vnto hir, in theſe wo2des. 
' Thou arte vnto me bothe father and mother | 
BIyne owne deare huſbande, and welbeloued bꝛother. 
¶ And if (tbe true that men dooe ſaie, that frend 
maketh oneherteof two: muche moze truely and efte- 
ctually ought voedlocke to dooe the ſame, whiche farre 
paſſeth all maner bothe frendſhyp and kynred , Ther- 
fozeitts not ſated, that wedlocke dothe make one man, 
0z onempnde; oz one body of two, but clerely one per- 
ſon. voherfoze the woozdes that the man ſpakeof the Sen: 
woman, ſatyng: For hir ſakea man ſhoulde leaue bothe fa: Mal. g. 
ther and mother, and byde with his wyfe : the ſame woz⸗ . 10. 
des the womanne oughte bothe to ſate and thynke 


with mozerealon, Foz all thoughe there be one made 
| of two, 
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bf two yetthe woman is as daughter bnto ichuaoy, 
and of nature moze weak d therefoze ſhe 
his apde and ſuccour. Wherkoꝛe if ſhe be deſtitute 228 
— deſerte and lefte alone, ſhe mate ſoone take 
tte and wzonge «Therkoze if ſhe be with hit haſvand, 
— ng there hath the bothe hir conntrep, bir houſe, 
der father , hir mother, dir frendes, and all bir. erea- 
ſure. Of the whiche thynge Piplicratea, wpfe vnto 
With:tdates the kynge of Pontus, gaue good eram- 
pie, whiche folowed hir huſbande in mannes appa⸗ 
ratle, whan he was beaten and dzyuen out of his lande, 
Heepnge ſtill frome one place vnto an other, not hauing, 
where to reſozte 02 abyde : and where N. 
= accoumpted there to bee hir rpches , hir 
and hir countrey . whyche thyng doubtles 225 
— — coumfozte and eaſe of his ſozowe and ad- 


Khan, wyke vnto Nouius Pꝛiſcus: and Egna⸗ 
la, wyfe vnto Glitio Gallus, bothe folo⸗ 
ts ome be out of theyz countrey, whan they 
were banyſſhed, with great lofſe of treaſure and poſ* 
ſeſſions: Ind they rekened they: huſbandes farre'a- 
boue all thoſe thynges vnto theym. Wherefoze they; 
names were had in great honour. 
¶ Ao Cautia deſerued no leſſe commendacion, whi- 
che han bir huſbande was outlawde, hydde hym vp 
betwene the ſclynge and the roffe of hit chambze,no mo 
of counſaile but one mapdeand her ſelfe : andſo ſaucd 


un een uk on teoperdy, | 
1 vnto Lentulus, whan hir mo⸗ 
ta watche d ched hirdiligentely, leaſte ſhe ſhoulde 


Fulowe bir huſbande, that was danyſched, the — 
U 
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dpon hir pooze raymente, aud ſo with two mapde ſer⸗ 
uauntes, and as many men ſtale awap, and came to hit 
houlbande: noz refuſed to banyſhe hit owne ſelfe fo: 
ps lake, that hir houſband myght ſe in his outiaury, 
it faythfulneſſe towarde hym , And there haue bene 
very many, that had leuer bee in teoperdy theim ſelfe, 
than their houſbandes ſhoulde. 
¶ The wyfe of Fernando Gonzalls the erle of Caſtile, 
whan the kynge of the Legyon of Germany, whiche 
is a citee in the parte of Dpapne called Juſtury, hadde 
hir houſbande in pꝛiſon, (hee came vnto hir houſovande, 
as it were to vilete hym, and there counſatled hit houſ⸗ 
bande to chaunge raiment with hir, and ſteale his wap, 
and leaue hir in the tcoperdpe that ſhulde falle: and ſo, 
Rade wherkoze the kpng wondꝛyng vpon that great 
loue ok hirs towarde hit huſbande, payed god to ſende 
uvm and his childzen ſuche wpues, and ſoolette hir go 
ageyne to hirhuſvand , 
C There was alſo an nother of the ſame kynredde, 
whiche was maryed vnto a cettepne kyage of Eng- 
lande,that what tyme hir houſbande in warte ageynſte 
the Dy:pans, hadde catched a great wounde in his 
atme with a venomed (wozde, and ſo came home in to 
his owne countrep, no coude neuer be healed, excepte 
that venome and matter were ſucked out: The kynge 
ſepng, that who lo euer ſhoulde do that dede, were in 
ieoperdp of their life, wolde ſuffre no man to take it 
vpon hym. Wherkoze in the nyght, whan he was a 
lee, his wpfe laſcd the bandes of the wounde, fyzſte 
hit houſbande not perceyuynge, and after warde dil⸗ 
ſemblynge, andſo bplyttell and lyttel ſucked and ſptt- 


ted out the poyſon, and pzepared 8 wounde curable 
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and redp to the phiſicion. wherekoze Jam bery lozpe, 


that Jhauenot the name of that noble woman, whiche 
were wozthy to beecommended with moſte eloquente 
pꝛeyſes. Howe be it, it ts not vnſpoken of, fo2 it is red 
in the actes of Spapne, whiche Rodericus the biſhop 
of Tolet dyd wzyte: From whens J ſhall ones tran- 
late with hon ourable mencion of hir. 
CLykewyſe vpon a ſeaſon men of Tyꝛhena, came a 
great meny out ot theyz ple bnto Lacedemon, whome 
the Lacedemonyans ſuſpected to go aboute ſome ſubs 
tilitee, and there bpon ſette them in holde, and iudged 
them to dye. Wherkoꝛe their wyues gate lycence of the 
kepers fo: to go in vnto them, as it were to viſete and 
comkoꝛt them: and there chaunged ratment with them 
and ſo they in the womens raymente and their fa 
couered as the cuſtome of the countrey was, eſcapeda- 
way, and lefte they: wpues behynde theym: whoine 
afterwardes with their childzen together they recoue- 
ted ageyne, and put all the Lacedemonpans in feare,as 
Plutarke wzyteth, | 
¶ Moꝛeouer Adinetus the kynge of Theſſaly; haupng 
a diſeaſe raynynge vpon hym, whiche coulde neuer be 
healed without the deathe of an other body, coud kynde 
—— 2 wolde gladly dye foz his ſake, but his wyfe 
ceſt. 4 1 | 
¶ Alo many there haue bene, whiche after their houl⸗ 
bandes deathe, wolde in no wyſe abyde on lyue. Lao⸗ 
damta, after ſhee Had harde tell, that hir houſbande 
Pꝛotheſilaus was flapne at * Hectoꝛ hee kylde 
hir ſelfe. And Paulina, wyfe of Benet, woulde fayne 
haue dyed with hit houſvand, and had hir vepnes cut, 
as he had, but ſhe was letted by Nero, and holden — 
* io gapnu 
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gaynſt hit wyll, tyll hir armes were bounde, and hir 
bloude ſtopped: noz he lyued not many yercs aftet: 
And while ſhe was altue, was ſo pale and ſo leane with 
ſozowe, that ſhe was a wonder to euety man to loke v- 
pon:and in all the tate of hit body ſhewed manifeſt tor 
kens of the kynde loue that ſhe had to hit huſbande. 
C The doughter of Democion, the chiefe man of Areo · 
pagites, a ponge maid, whan ſhe harde tel of the deathe 
ok hit ſpouſe Leoſthenes, (he lle we hir ſelfe, affirmyng, 
that all though ſhe was vntouched, yet becauſe ſhe was 
matied vnto hym in mynde, ſhe ſhulde be an adulterer, 
il ſhe matied vnto any other after wardes. 
¶ Oide wzyters of ſtozpes tell, that Halcione wolde 
not abyde on lyue after the deathe of hir houſbande 
Ceyr: Aud therfoze ſhe lepte downe in to the ſea . The 
fables of poetes, whiche were made to inſtructe our ly- 
uynges, adde moze onto the tale, that thep were chan⸗ 
ged into byzdes called Alctones: and ſo well beloued of 
the goddeſſe Thetis, that whan ſo euer thele byꝛdes 
buylde, there is great calmenes in the ſea,and fayze we⸗ 
ther in the apze: and that chaunceth yerely at certepyne 
tymes. Wherkozʒe thoſe dates be called in laten Halcionii, 
that is as you wold (ay,the Halcyon byzdes dayes: and 
that gyftethep ſay,the goddis gaue foz the gret loue of 
that woman toward hir huſband. | 
Euadna, whan ſhe kept the funerall of hirhuſband, 
e lepte in to the kyze, and folowed hit huſband. 
CCecinna Petus had a wyfe called Artia, this Ce⸗ 
cinna, whan he had ryſen in battayle with Scribont- 
an agaynſt Claudius the emperour, and was bzought 
to Rome, Aria deſired the ſouldiours to let hir wayte 
vponhir huſbande as a ſeruante : whiche thing whan 
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they wolde not ſuffre, ſhe hyzed aCiſſhers bote, and fo- 
lowed the great ſhippe. Ind within a fewe dates after 
the death of hit huſband, kuled hic ſelfe at Rome: and 
yet had ſhe a doughter on lyue, matied vnto Thzalea, 
the moſt noble and wyſeſt man in his time. | 
C Poꝛtia doughter of Cato, wyfe vnto Marcus Bꝛu⸗ 
tus, whan hir huſbande was ſlaine, ſhe ſought fo hir | 
owne death ano whan weapons were taken from hir. 
ſhe thꝛuſt hote coles in hir mouthe,and choked hir ſelfe. 
C panthia, wyfe of kynge Sulius kepte hir fapthe 
vnto hir huſvande beynge in cap(iuitee, and ſpended 
out all hir goodes fo; his [yfe: Ind whan he was llaine 
in battatle. ſhe dyed voluntarily aftet hym. a 
CThe doughter of Julius Ceſar , whiche was ma⸗ 
tied bnto Pompey the great, whan one bzought vpon 
a tyme home out of the fcelde a cote of het houſbandes' 
be vloded, ſhe luſpectynge that hit houſbande had bee 
wounded, fell to the grounde in [wounpnge, and als 
moſte dead: with the whiche a flyghte of hir mpnde,ſhee 
fell in labour of childe afoze hit tyme, and ſo died. 
C aum Coznelia ,the laſte wyfe of the ſame Pompey, 
ſated ; It was ſhame foz a woman, that coulde not dye 
with only ſozowe, whan hir huſbande was ſlaine. | 
C. Irthemilia , the queene of Lyde, dyd dzynke the 
aſſhes of hir huſvande,after his death, becauſe foz very 
loue ſhe wolde haue hit owne body to be hir houſbans® 
des graue. | 
C Theſe great thynges haue J rehetſed, that women. 
that be nowe abayes, mate be aſhamed, whiche will not 
endeuour theym ſelfes co perfourme other moze eaſp 
thynges . Xoherfoze then crueltee and wickednes ts 
mo:eintollerable, that can fynde in theit W ſee 
eyʒ 
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their houſbandes Iye in trouble damage and wozdly 
. ſame, and all the ſo;ow that can be, fo; a ſmal ſumme 
of money, whan they haue enough in ſtoze to xyd them 
out of daunger. O hertemozeharderthan any beaſte; 


that canſte (uffre thy bloud, thy body, and thyue owne' * 


ſelfe on thy houſbandes parte, to be ſo vercd' 4 Dout⸗ 
les thelawes that ſuffce this imiquitee, haue moze re-' 
garde of money than feyth o2 conſcience . But this 
maner hath been lefte vs of the pagans, with many oz 
ther, whiche abyde moze ſurely in vs, than thelawe of 
Chute dothe allowe: whiche commaundeth vs to lay 
fozth bothe clothynge, metall, and what treaſure ſo e⸗ 
uer we haue in ſtoze, not onelp the wyfe fo; hit hul⸗ 
bande, but alſo one chyſten man fo2 a nother, bee he 
neuer ſo buknowen . wherfoze lette the woman vn- 
derſtande, that if (he wyll not ſpende all hit ſubſtance 
to ſaue hir huſbande fromeneuer (0 littell hargne, (he 
is not wozthy to beate that name, neyther of a good, 
no; chuſten woman, no: ones to be called a wyfe . Nets 
ther J wolde that ſhe ſhulde lone hit huſoande as one 
loueth his frende, oꝛ his bzother, that is to ſate, J wyl 
that ſhee (hall geue hym great wozſhyp', n 
great obedyente, and ſeruice alſo: whiche thynge not 
only the example cfthe olde wozld teacheth vs, but alſd 
all lawes, dothe ſpituuall and tempozall,and Nature 
hir ſelle ctieth and commaundeth,that the woman ſhal 
de ſubiect and obedyent to the man. Ind in all kyndes 
of beaſtes the females obey the males, and waiten vpon 
deim, and fawne vpon thelm, and ſuffre theim ſelfe to 
be cozrected of thetm : whiche thynge Nature ſheweth 
muſte be, and is conuenient to be doone. Whiche, as 


Iriſtotell in his boke of beaſtes of 2” hathe genes 
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leſſe ſtrength and power vnto the females of all kyn# 
des of beaſtes, than to the males, and moze ſoft flelhe, 
and tendze herte. 
¶ More ouer, theſe partes, whiche nature hath geuen 
fo; weapons of defence vnto beaſtes, as tethe,hoznes, 
ſpoꝛes, and ſuche other, the moſte parte of females 
lacke; whiche their males haue, as hertes and bozes. | 
Ind if any females haue any of theſe,yet be thep moze 
in the males, as hoznes of bulles be moze 
ſtronger than of kyne. In all the whiche thynges Na- 
ture ſheweth, that the males dutie is to ſuccour and 
defende, and thefemales to folowe and to wayte bpon 
the male, and to creepe vnderhis ayde, and obeye him, 
that ſhe maie lpue the better + But lette vs leaue the 
examples of beaſtes, whiche make vs aſhamed of our. 
ſelfe, without we paſſe theimm vertue: andlette vs a(# 
tende bp bnto mannes reaſon, 
¶ Nowe than, what woman wyll bee ſo pzeſumptuy 
ous and ſo haute, todiſobey hit huſbandes byddyng, 
if ſhee conſyder, that he is bnto hir in ſtede of father 
and mother and all hirkynne, and that ſhe oweth vn- 
to hym all the loue and charitce that were due to them 
alle Jragious and a foliſſhe woman doth not conſider 
this, the is diſobedyent bnto hit houſvande. 
Exrepte parauenture ſhee wolde (ate, ſbee oweth none 
demos we. neyther to father noz mother, noz to none 
nne. Foz if ſhee obey theim, ſhe muſt nedes o⸗ 
— Yor uſbande: in whom by all tyghtes, by al cu⸗ 
Comes, by all 5 nd lawes, by ali pꝛeceptes and 
commaundementes, both natural, wozldlpy,and heuen- 
425 ought to accompte all thynge to be. 
The woman is not rekened the moze woztipfull 
amonge 
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amonge men, that pꝛeſumeth to haue mayſtrye aboue 

hit houlbande : but the moze kolyſſhe, and the moze 

woozthy to be mocked : yea and moze ouer than that, 

carſed and bnhappy : the whiche turneth backewarde 

the lawes ofnature, lyke as though a ſouldiour wolde 

rule his capitapne, 02 the mone wolde ſtande aboue the 

ſonne, 02 the arme aboue the head. Foz in wedlocke 

the man reſembleth the reaſon, and the woman the bo⸗ 

dy . Nowe reaſon oughte to rule, and the body to obey, 

ik a man wyll lyue. Alo ſaynte Paule ſapth: The head 1. Cen. in 

of the woman is the man. 

C Here now Jentre into the dyuyne commaundemen⸗ 

tes, whiche in ſtomackes of reaſonable people, oughte 

ok reaſon to beate moze rule and valewe, than lawes, 

moze than all mans reaſons, and moze than the voyce 

«of nature hir ſelke. 

¶ God the maker of this holle wozlde, in the begyn⸗ 

nynge, whan the wozlde was yet but rude and newe, 
upnge lawes bnto mankynde, he gaue this charge Gen. z- 

vnto the woman, Thou ſhalte be under thyne huſbandes Co 

rule, and he ſhall haue dominion ouer the, 

C The apoſtle Paule, teacher of the Chaiſten wyſe- 

dome, that is foz to ſay,oftheheuenly wyſedome, wolde £of.z- 

not haue the woman to rule the man, but commaun⸗ 

deth hir in man places to be ſubiecte. 

C Peter alſo, the pzynce of the apoſtles, commaun / 1.Pet.3, 

deth in this wyſe: Lette all women be ſubiecte td their 

huſbandes, as holy women, truſtynge in out loꝛde. 

— obediente vnto Abzaham, and called hym 

¶ ant Dteronyme wyteth vnto Celanci in this 

wxle! Leechraucromtormibenievereſerued — a 

u 
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X obeyed, but all muſt not be entreated vnder one ma⸗ 
ne. Fopuſdandes muſe banded as Cerens ſe 
c 


. 'keth, 
"Gt | as it 
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buſbande : and be thou an example to all thyne houſe, 
what ſouerapntie they owen vnto hym. Do thou ap⸗ 
zoue hym to be lozde by thyne obedience, and make 


bym great with thyne humilitee. Foz the moze honour 


thou gpueſte vnto hym, the moze honourable thou 
Malt be thy ſelfe. Foz as the Apoſtle ſaythe, The head 


of the woman is the man. Nowe the holle bodye can 


no where haue moze honour, than of the hcad.this ſaith 
nt Hetoupine. 

But foly(he women do not ſe, howe ſoꝛe they diſho⸗ 
nelt them ſelfe,that take p ſouetayntee of their huſvan- 
des: of whom all their honoure muſte come: Ind ſo 
in ſekynge foz honour, they loſe it. Foz if the huſoande 
lacke honour, the wyfe muſte nedes goo without it: 
Neither kynred, ryches, noz welth can auayle her. 

Foz who wyll gyue any honour to that man, whome 
be ſeeth mayſtred by a woman e And agapne, if thy 
huſbande be honourable, be thou neuer ſo lobe of 
btrthe, neuet ſo pooze, neuer ſo vncomelp of face, pet 
canſte thou not lacke honour . Foz neyther beautee, 
kynted, no2 ryches made Qzeſtilla honourable, after 
ee was ones maryed to vngracions Catilme: no; 
pouertie letted not Dalonia to be honozed of the Ro⸗ 
mapynes, whiche was wyfe vato the wyſe Cato. 
¶ But nowe ß thou mapſte better obey thy huſbande, 
and do all thynges after his mynde: fy;te thou muſte 
lerne all his maners, and conſydet well his diſpoſi- 
cions and tate. Foz there be many kyndes of houſban- 
des, and all ought to be loued, honoured; wozſhipped, 


the opinion of galato, ſateng t Maus iyfe is 
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as it were a game at the tables. Foz if that chaunce of 
the dyte chaunce, that is not foz theun, it muſt bee gs 
mended by crafty plaiyng. Lyke wiſe in houſbandes, 
pk thou haue one after thyne appetite, thou maiſte bee 
glad, and he is to be honoured and obeyed : but it he be 
pl, epther fynde ſome crafte to make hym good, 02 at 
the leaſt wyſe better to deale with. 
¶ Nowe thy houſvande ſhall be either foztunate oz in⸗ 
foztunate , Foztunate J call thein that haue goodnes 
either of mynde 02 of body, 02 externall: Jnfoztunate 
J calle thoſe, that lacke any of theſe th:ee : they that be 
foztunate, dooe eaſelp content they wyues myndes: 
and thoſe that be tnfoztunate, muſte haue deliberacion 
taken about theim: Howe be it, J wolde they ſhoulde 
rather ſette their loue on the houſbande hym ſelfe, than 
on his foztunes, oz els they ſhall loue both weakely 's 


moze vnſtedłaſtiꝰ: und if foztune ones flee awate, a 
ſhe is wait and inconſtant, (he catieth awaie 
loue together hir. 

( Nozlet them not loue goodly men koꝛ their beautie, 
no ryche men foz they: money, noz men of great au⸗ 
ctozitee foz they honoure . Foz if they do ſo, than ſhall 
they hate the ſickely, the pooze, and thoſe that beate 
no rule. Jf thou haue a lerned huſvande, letne good 
holy leſſons of hym . Ik he be vertuous, do after hym: 
but ik he be inkoztunate, call vnto remembꝛauntce the 
ſaiynge of Pompeius the great, a berye noble and a 
wyſe man, whiche whan he was ouercomen of Julius 
Ceſar, and came vnto the ple of Leſbo, to receyue his 
wyle, and flee awate with hir, ſhe ſepng hir houſvande 
beaten and ouercomen, fell vnto p̊ grounde halfe deade 
foz ſozowe, to lee hit houlbande haue luch a fall: whom 
41075 U Poinpetus 
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Pompetus liftyng vp in his armes frome the grounde, 
d teupued agayne, ſpake vnto hir in this maner: 
p dere wyfe Co melia, moſte ſweete vnto meof all 
thynges. J wonder of the, ſo noble a woman, to bee 
- Oouer commen in ſuche manet at the fy:ſte ſtroke of 
Foztune:now thou haſt an occaſion to opteigne tmmoz- 
tall honour, Foz as foz eloquence, oz lernyng in the 
lawe, oz feates of warre, ate no matters fo; women 
to wynne wozſhtppe by: hit bertue (hall onelpy appere, 
if hir huſbande be caſte in aduerſitee, whomifſhee loue 
and wozſhyppe, and dothe not lothe his miſery, but in⸗ 
treateth hym, as (he ought to dooe hir houſbande, the 
woꝛlde ſhall calke good of hit perpetually. vherfoze 
it ſhall be greatter honour to the, toloue Mompeius 
thus ouer th:owen, than whan he was the pzynce of 
all the Komaynes, and gouernoure of the Denate, 
and lozde of kynges . Foz as foz the thynges every 
woman, be (he neuer ſoo vngracyoug, can loue well 
enough, but to fauoure and loue hym that is in aduet⸗ 
ſitee, there is the poynct ot a good woman. Therkoze 
that J am thus ouer commen, thou oughteſt to loue, 
as an occaſion to ſhewe thy goodnes . whertoze if thou 
weepe and waple foz any thynge as longe as J lpue, 
thou ſheweſt thy ſelfe to loue that , whiche thou lac⸗ 
keft — haſte loſte : and not to mourne foz meth 
am Aa pue. N | 
¶ Theſe and ſuche other woozdes he ſpake vnto his 
wyfe at that tyme: whiche ſaiyng, euery good woman 
ſhall ponder and conſpder tn hir mynde, no2 vexe hir 
ſelfe, if thee chaunce vpon an tnfoztunate huſbande 2 
nepther hate no2 diſpiſe hym therfoze : but rather con⸗ 
trary, ſhe ought, if he be pooze, to comfoze — 1 
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aduettiſe hym to calle vnto remembzaunce, that ver⸗ 
tue is the chiele ryches : and helpe hym with ſuche hos 
neſt craftes as ſhe knoweth ſhall pleaſe hym: and ſys 
che as hir acqueyntance and es ſhall lo we: and 
as becometh a vertuous and an honeſt woman. But 
beware thou fall not in to ſuche a wycked mynde, to 
wyll hym foz lucre of money to occupye any bnhoneſt 
craftes, 0z to do any vnhappy dedes, that thou mayſte 
lyue moze delicately, oz moze welthclp, oz go moze gay⸗ 
ly and gozgyouſly araped, oz dwelle in moze goodly 
houſpnge 2 and at fewe wozdes, compell not hyin to 
vle any fylthy occupacion oz dꝛogety foz thy welfare, 
noz to ſweate and to toyle, that thou mapſt Ipe at eaſe, 
Foz it were better foz the, toeate bzowne bzcadde, and 
dꝛynke clape and myry water, than cauſe thy houſband 
to fail vnto any lubbery wozke, oz ſtynkynge occupa⸗ 
tion, and excedynge labour, foz to eſcape thy ſcoldynge 
and chydyng at home, Foz the huſbande is his owne 
ruler, and his wyues lozde, and not hir ſubiecte, net- . 
ther the wyfe ought to craue any moze of hir houſes 
bande, than ſhee ſeeth ſhee may obtayne with his herte 
and good wyll: wherein many women do a mpyſle, whi⸗ 
che with theyz vngoodly cryeng, and bnreſonable cal⸗ 
lynge, crauynge,and dullyng vpon them, daiucth them 
to ſeke vnlefull meanes of lyuynge, and to do vngra⸗ 
cious dedes, to beate out with all theyꝛ glotonye and 
vapne pꝛide. Ind ſome be lo out of all good tłaſon, 
and contrary to all good vertues of they huſbandes, 
that they ſpende out at large they; ſubſtaunce and ly⸗ 
upnge. whiche vyce is the fouler, bycauſe that wo⸗ 
mankinde pzetendeth moze vertue and deuocion natus 
rally than the mankynde dothe, if that _ ſhoulde foz⸗ 
n gette 
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gette hir ſelke, and caſte aways all holines foz the lout 
of money, And ſuche wyues be ſoze rebuked in holpe 
ſcripture, vnder the perſons of the wyues ol Job and 
Thoby : which dyd caſt folyſhly in their houſbandes 
tethe, that thepz vertues and holy lyupnge was the 

cauſe of they; aduerſitee: wherin they ſhewed greatte 
wyckednes, and not onely folye, which dyd not beleue, 
that the ryches of vertue was karte greatter, oz that it 
ſtode in our lozdes power to make mooſte ryche and 
welthye within a moment, who ſo euer pleaſed hym, 
¶ what nedeth a man any other tyzannes to his mars 
tyzdome,than wyues of ſuche diſpoſicion, whiche pur⸗ 
ſue theyz houſbandes fo; they; good deuocion, beynge 
them ſelke without all deuocion, none otherwyſe, than 
Nero purſued the apoſtles, oz Domician, Maximine, 
Decius, oꝛ Dioclecian dyd purſue other chziſten folkes 
in theyz tymee Ind J ſuppoſe that this wyfe of Job 
was lefte hym to make his aduerſitie moze paynefull, 
and to oppzeſſe hym the ſozer with hir myſcheuouos 
tonge. O curſed and, wycked woman, that rebukeſt 
thy houſband foz his goodneſſe, whiche thynge the de- 
uyll hym ſelfe dourſte neuer do, oz he diſttoped all the 
goodes of Job, flewe his ſeruauntes, rydde bp his 
childzen out of the wozlde,and fylled hym full of galles 
and ſcabbes : Pet dyd he neuer rebuke hym fo2 con- 
tynuynge ſtyll in his good mynde: but his wyfe re- 
bukedHpm therfozee that a man myght ſe howe muche 
ſhe was moze bolde than the diuyll. But let the wyke 
trouble neuet ſo muche, the houſbande ought to be as 
glad therof, as were the apoſtles, that they were rekes 
ned wozthy to be putte to rebuke foz the name of our 


lozde Jeſu, 
| But 
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C But thou good daughter, that wylt dooe well, ſhalt 
not withdza we thyne houſband from goodnes, but ras 
ther exhozte hym onto vertue, thoughe thou chuldeſt 
be ſure to leſe all thy goodes . Therefore, that thon 
mapyſte obtepne the thynge, whiche ſapnt Paule ſpea- . 5. 
keth of, ſayenge: Ik the houſbande be an infidell, he Xu, 18. 
| Call be (anctifted by his wyues fapth : Remember 
alſo the wozdes of our lozde, that there is no bodpe 
that refuſethe any thynge in this wozlde ſoz Chztſtts 
ſake, but he ſhall haue muche moze foz it: bothe in 
this wozlde, and in an other. Fy2lt theſe ryches be ſure 
and certayne, whiche are kepte ſafe frome all chaun⸗ 
ces, neyther waſted within, as metalles be by ruſte, 
and clothynge by moughtes, noz without as ſtolen \ 
by theues. Ind alſo the pꝛophet in the pſalme ſapth: par. 30. 
that he hath lerned by longe bſe and by good experi- 
ence, that neuer good man was yet deſtytute, noz 
any of his chyldzen lacked foode. Ind we haue as it 
were an obligacion of our lozde in the goſpell, that 
we ſhall truſt well on his benignitee. Ind vnderſtand, 
that our father in heuen wyll fynde bs all thynge, that 
we ſhall nede, if we ſeke foz his kyngdome, and the iu⸗ 
ſtpce therof. 
¶ wherkoꝛe if thyne houſbande be koule, yet lone his 
hert and mynde, where bntothou art maryed in dede: 
Ind if thyne houſband be ſycke, than muſt thou playe 
the true wyfe, comfozte hym, nozyſſhe hym, and make 
as muche of hym, as thoughe he were neuer ſo holle 
and ſo ſtronge, and ſo (hall he be the leſſe payned ik he 
ſe the, as it were, take payne with hym : and in a ma⸗ 
net tranſlate and ſhifte parte of his ſycknes bnto thy 
(cife, Foz ſhe is no good wyke, that is mery whan her 

U-tit, huſband 
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huſbande is ſozye: oz holle andluſty, whan he is ſycke 
and heuye, Byde thou ſtyll by his beddes ſyde, and 
lyghten his doloure ſome tyme with comfoztable woz- 
des, ſometyme with gentyll foinentactons. Touche 
thou his woundes thy lelfe, touche thou his ſoze and 
puapnkul body with thyne owne handes. Do thou both 
couer and vncouer hym thyne owne ſelfe : take and | 
beare away the chambze veſſell with his water thy ſelf; 
Noz abhozre not theſe ſeruices: noz put them not vn⸗ 
to thy ſetuauntes, whiche wyll go moze Nowly about 
them, bycauſe they louehym not ſo muche. Ind whan 
the pacient perceyueth hym ſelfe not loued, his (pckes 
nes increaſeth. 
CNowe than ſhoulde a man calle thoſe wyues good 
and vertuous women, that be ſo careles in they: huſ⸗ 
bandes ſyckenes, that they can be well inough content 
with ſuche ſletght ſeruices as their ſeruants do aboute 
hum: Ind ſome there be, that wyl nothyng let they2 ac⸗ 
cuſtomed tacyons, and feaſtpnges, and byſettynge 
theyz goſſpppes, noz bzeake any of theyz haunted 
pleaſures, though they: huſbandes lye ſhutte bp ſicke 
it home: but that is no wedlocke, but rather a poynte 
of concubynes, o common harlottes, whiche lye with 
men fo; they} wages. Toherfoze (hulde J be aſhamed 
to name that, whiche the vncracious women ſhame 
not to do. Foz if thou thynke it maketh no fozce, noz 
ozderthp ſelke othetwyſe in thyne huſbandes ſycknes. 
than if it were but thy neighboure: thou art afooleto 
loke after, that J ſhoulde name the foz a wyfe, whan 
thou bſeſte no wyues gyſe. Foz woldeſt thou J ſhoulde 
name the foza wyfe, whan thou bſeſte no wpucs ma⸗ 
uers eFoz ſhulde/J call hym a weauer, that neuet — 
| n 
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ned to weaue, noz to dzawe the woffe, noz fo caſte the 
ſhuttyll, noz ſtrycke the webbe with the ape e 
C Though that vertue by it ſelfe can not faple to come 
to lyght, and ſhyneth well enoughe in the darke by the 
bzyghtnes of it lelfe, not withſtandynge, as muche as 
liethin me, J wil notſuffre, but that that J haue ſene 
mp ſelfe, and many mo knowe as well as J, IJ wyll des 
clare, that bothe they that nowe be, and they that ſhall 
come hereafter, mate knowe it. | | 
C Clare, the wyfe of Barnarde Uauldaure, a fayze 
and a goodly matde, whan ſhee was firſte maryed at 
B2uges, and bzought to bedde bnto hit huſband, whi⸗ 
che was. Hi. pete of age, the firſte nyghte ſa we his 
legges rolled and wzapped with cloutes, and founde 
that ſhe had chaunced on a ſoze and a ſickely huſvande? 
pet fo: all that, hee lothed hym neuer the moze, noꝛ be⸗ 
anne not to hate hym: whome pet ſhe had no ſpace to 
due. Not longe after that, the fozſated Uauldaure fell 
in to great ſyckenes, in ſo muche that all phiſicions 
diſpapꝛed his lyfe: than ſhe and hir mother gaue ſuche 
diligence vnto the ſicke man, that of ſyx wekes contt⸗ 
nually together, neyther of theim ones put of their clo⸗ 
thes, excepte it were to chaunge their ſmockes: no re⸗ 
ſted in the nyght paſte one houte, oz thꝛee at the moſte, 
and that but in their clothes . The roote of the diſeaſe 
was, that we call the frenche pockes, a wonderous ſo:e 
and contagious ſickenes, phiſicions counſatled hir, 
not to touche hym ſo, noz come ſo nere hym: andthe 
fame, hir frendes counſailed hir. Ind hir companions 
and goſſyppes ſated: it was ſpnfully doone, to bere the 
man in the wozlde, oz kepe hym longer onliue with his 
ſickenes, and bad hir pꝛouide ſome good thynge ve 
| the 
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the ſoule, as fo; the bodye care no moze, but howe it 
myght be butyed, with whiche ſaipnge ſhe was neuer 
a whytteabaſſhed, but very diltgentely pꝛotuted both 
ſuche as was fo: the welthe of his ſoule, and pꝛepated 
holſome meates fo: his bodp, and gaue great atten 
daunce about hym, often chaungyuge his ſhetes, and 
his cloutes, becauſe he had an excedyng laxe, and mats 
tet and fyltheranne out of dyuets partes of his body? 
wher with ſhe was ſo buſped, that the mooſte parte of 
the date (he neuer reſted, but ranne bp and downe all 
the dayclonge. So at the laſte by the good meanes 
of his wife , Ualdaure eſcaped the great ieopetdpe, 
that bothe the phiſicions, and all other men ſwered his 
wyfe had plucked hym from death by ſtronge hande. 
And ſome teſted moze metily than becommeth chꝛiſten 
folkes, and ſaied, that god had purpoſed to haue flaine 
Ualdaure, but his wyfe woulde not let hym go out of 
dir handes . After that by the reaſon of an hotte hu⸗ 
mour rennynge frome his head, the gryſtle within his 
noſe beganne foz to canker 2: wherfoze the philictons 
bad geuen hym a pouder, whiche muſte be blowen in 
with a penne oz a tede in to his noſe, whiche ſeruyce 
whan euery man abho:red, becauſe of the tedious ſa- 
your, his wife refuſed not to do it. Ilſo within a while 
his chckes and his chinne bzake out ofſcabbes, whea⸗ 
les, and ofſkales, that no barbour, neither well coulde 
n02 gladly wolde ſhaue hym : than his wyfe with a 
payze of ſcyſſouts, founde the meanes to clyppe his 
berde wonderous pꝛopzelp. Streight after he fell 
in to an other longe diſeaſe, whiche laſted nete. vu. yere: 
where ſhe never beynge werye, with continuall dily⸗ 
gence and labout about hym pꝛepated his meate, and 
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euety day dyd ſalue and bynde his ſoze and ſtynkynge 
legges and te nnyng ot matter, ſo hanſomly, that thou 
woldeſt (ap, if thou hadſt ſene hir, that ſhe had hand⸗ 
led muſke, and not ſuche ſtynkynge geare. Ind dyd all 

this hir owne ſelfe with all other buſynes, that was 
koʒ to do about hym: and pet had ſhe in hir howſe. iti. 
mapdes, and a daughter of hir owne of good age. 
Wozeouer, whan the apze ofhym and bzeth was ſuche, 
that no man myght abydenereby.x. paſſes, ſhe wolde 
ſwere, that ſhe thought it marueylous ſwete : And 
ones ſhe was bery angrye with me, bycauſe J ſayde it 
ſtanke, foz ſhe ſayd, it ſeined vnto hir lyke the ſauour 
of rype and ſwete frute, Mozeouer, whan there was 
required great coſte daylye in the houſe, to helpe and 
nozyſhe the man oppzeſſed with ſo many ſyckneſſes, 
no; had neyther rentes no2 other pꝛofites commpynge 
in, ſhe ſpoyled hit ſelfe of all hir rynges, chaynis, bzo- 
ches, and clothes, leſte he hulde lacke ought durynge 
his ſycknes . ſhe was content as foꝛ hit ſelfe with any 
fare, ſo that hit houſbande might haue that ſhulde do 
his paynefull bodye good. So he by the meanes ofhis 
wyfe, with that dolefull body, moze lyke vnto a cozpſe 
than any body, contynued, x. yere from the —— 
of his ſycknes, in the whiche ſpace ſhe had two chyl⸗ 
dꝛen by hym, and. vi. befoze. Foz ſhe was matied. xx. 
pete in the holle: and yet was ſhe neuer infected, noz 
ones touched with the contagious ſcabbe, neither ſhe, 
noz yet none ofhtr chyldzen, but had all their bodpes 
both holle and clene. wherby a man may clerely per⸗ 
cepye, howe muche they; holynes and vertue is wozthe 
that loue their houſbandes with all theyz hertes, as 


dutie is, whiche doubtles god well neuer leaue vnre⸗ 
x warded 
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warded, So at the laſte this fozcſayd man dyed ſycke 
and olde, and paſſed out of his continuall payne. Foz 
whole departynge this ſame Clara his wyfe made ſu⸗ 
che ſozo we, that all that euer knewe hit, ſape, they ne⸗ 
uer ſawe woman make ſuche ſozowe fo2 hir houlband, 
that were bothe ponge, holle, fapꝛe, luſty, and tyche: 
and whan dyuerſe came to hir, not fo2 to comkozte hir, 
but rather to ſhewe hit, that they were gladde foz hir 
ſake, that he was gone, ſhee abhozred, and in a maner 
curſcd them foz theyz laboure, wy(hynge many tymes 
that ſhee myght haue hym agapyne, ik it were poſſible, 
howe ſo euer he were, And whã (he was of luſty age,af: 
ter his deth, yet ſhe wold,neucr mary, ſayeng:ſhe ſhuld 
neuer mete with any that ſhe coulde lyke ſo well. J wyll 
got teherſe here, hir great chaſtitee and holynes of ly⸗ 
uyng. Foz J ſpeke but ofthe loue of a good wpke, whi⸗ 
che neuer lightly goth alone, but euet coupled, and cõ⸗ 
panied with all other vertues. | 
¶ Who ſeeth not nowe, that ſhe dyd not marye Ual⸗ 
daures body, but his herte, oz cls reckened his bodp, 
hir owne body, Beſyde that ſhee kepeth ſtyll all com⸗ 
maundementes of hit houſbande, as reuerently as he 
were pet alyue, and dothe many thynges as ſhee had 
harde hym ſpeake in his lyfe, ſaryng : This mine hul⸗ 
bande wolde haue commaunded and bydden dooe. O 
Euripides , if thou haddeſt hadde ſuche a wyfe, thou 
woldeſt haue pꝛeyſed all women as faſt as thou haſte 
diſpꝛeyſed theim. Oz if kynge Igamemnon had had 
ſuche a qucene, (ſhe wolde haue tazyed many yeres foz 
his recourning fro the ſiege of Troy, Theſe examples 
ought not to be kepte vnſhewed, to remembze wyues 
ef their duetye, ſeynge that leſſe matters be put in me⸗ 
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memo2y and wꝛityng. 
¶ But thele be but of folkes of lowe degree, will ſome 
gentle women late. Fitſte to make aunſwere thereto, 
Clara Ualdaure was not of the loweſte degree, and 
belyde that ponge, and tendze, and fapze, and had ma⸗ 
ny ſetuauntes, vnto whom ſhe might haue deputed all 
hir buſineſle, if it had pleaſed hir. Ind there bee many 
noble women, that dove the ſame, whome J cannot re⸗ 
herſe all, both nowe a lyue, and that haue ben in tymes 
paſt. But this woꝛld of ours kepeth in vſe only the bi⸗ 
ces of the olde wozldes afoze. | 
¶ Acte thou moze noble than the wyfe of Themiſto⸗ 
cles, whiche was pꝛince of Athenes, and alſo of Grece 2 
and pet (hee ſetued hir houſvande hir ſelke alwaye in 
his ſyckenes. 
¶ Arte thou moze noble than Stratonica, wyfe vnto 
kynge Deiotarus, whiche whan hir houſbande was 

ſycke, and an aged man, was bothehis cooke, his phiſi⸗ 
cion, and his ſurgian: | 
¶ Oz arte thou moze noble than the queene of En- 
glande, whiche ſucked hit houſbandes wounde : All 
the noble women of Rome bled, noz wolde neuer ſuffre 
any other, to touche they: houſbandes, whan they were 
ſycke, but theim ſelfe : whoſe examples there is none 
nowe a dayesto good to takehede of. Foz anſwete me 
thou woman, that thynkeſt thy ſelle better than the Koz 
mapnes, of whoſe bloode who ſo euer was diſtended, 
was had in honour th:zoughe all the wozlde: Howe be 
it the very nobilitee is not to be counted by bloode and 
tyches, the whiche rather ſtandeth in noble actes and 


vertue : and thou with all thy gentrye ſhalte lye vn- 
knowen; whan all the wozlde perpetually ſhall talke 
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of them. Therefoze boſte not thou thy noble byzthe, 
whom either none, oz els very fewe (hall knowe, eyther 
in thy Iyfe oz after thy death. 
¶ But paraduenture thou woldeſt ſaye, I bzoughte | 
goodes and money enough to make me noble with. O 
thou fylthy and beaſtily woman, that weneſte thy ſelfe 
to be a wyfe, becauſe thou haſte a man liyng by thy {| 
ſide, weneſt thou that wedlocke ſtandeth in thate Thou | 
bꝛeakeſt the lawes of god and Nature. Foz if thou 
woldeſt touche thyne owne body, beynge diſeaſed, and 
loke vpon thy ſozes and handle theim, thou oughteſt 
not to refuſe to do the ſame vnto thyne houſbande, ſe⸗ 
pnge that pe be bothe as one perſon . Therfoze where 
is that ſame inſepatrate mate. whiche thou pꝛetendeſt, 
if thou ſterte from him, whan thou ſhuldeſt abyde moſte 
nere? Wherkoze vnderſtande, that thou doeſt not thy 
dutie, neyther to thy bꝛother bozne of one we man with 
the, noz to thy father that begotte the, neyther to thy 
mother, that bare the. wherkoze if thou be aſhamed 
ok that, thou mateſt lykewyſe be aſhamed of that thou 
doeſt vnto thy houſbande : whom thou oughteſt to te⸗ 
garde moze than theim all. Ind many leaue they: mo⸗ 
thers liynge ſycke, noz loue any body but them ſelues, 
whiche were wozthye to be loued of no body els, and 
no moze be they in dede. Howe often haue we ſene bes 
ſtes without reaſon, ruled only by nature, one cherilſhe 
an other, and the femall lycke the ſozes of the male, as 
kyene, and dogges, lyons, beares, and all other bothe il, 
wylde and tame e And thou that arte a woman, ha⸗ 
upnge reaſon beſyde thy nature, whiche is moze extel⸗ 
tent than all theirs, canſt not fynde tn thyne herte ey⸗ 
ther to touche oz to le thyne houlbandes ſozes, —_— 
ou 
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thou haſte ſtomacke enoughe to handle the byles, and 
ſcabbes of thy concubyne : wherwith many hath ben 
taken, that a man mate well knowe, that not nature 
| buttheirowne vngracioulnes lo doth moue them. 
¶ Nowe to ſhewe furder of my matter, if the houſ⸗ . 
bande were pll, yet oughteſt thou to ſuffre hym , noz 
ſtryue with hym by ſhzewdnes, leaſte thou neuer haue 
ende of ſozowe and myſchiete: but whan he is moe 
pactfied, than geue hym warnyng by curteiſe and gen⸗ 
tyll meanes to amende his liuynge. And if he wyll do 
aftet thy ſa ꝓge, than ſhalte thou pzofitte bothe hym 
and thy ſelfe: but ifhe begynne to ware anarye, ſtryue 
not with hym, thou haſt doone thy dewtie: Therfoze 
let hym alone, and ſuffer hym, and thou ſhalte haue 
not only great commendacion afoze men, but alſo great 
merite afoze god. And if he by vath:iftte meanes of 
' hymſclife moued, and by haſtynes ſtrycke oz beate the, 
thinke it is thecozrection of god, and that it chaunceth 
the, as a puniſhement fo: thy ſynnes. Ind thou (halte 
be happpe, if thou mateſt ſo with a littell payne in this 
life, bye out the great peynes of an other woꝛlde. Howe 
be it there bee but verpe fewe good and wyſe wyues, 
whom they: houſbandes wyll beate, be they neuer (o , 
vnhappye men. Alſo ſome huſbandes there be, kbliſſhe 
and wytleſſe, whome a good wyfe wyl handle wyſely ez 
noughe, and neyther pꝛouoke them to angre, noꝛ take 
frome theim the honour belongynge to the man : bus 
bꝛynge hym in good hope, that all thynge ſhalbe doone 
after his will. Ind foz his pzofette ſhalt rule hyin well 
enough by wiſedome, as it were a wylde beaſt tamed, 
and in all poynctes ſhalt handle hym in lyke maner, as 
many mothers dooe their * in like caſe, 1 
| lit ue 
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baue moſte compaſſion of theim, that bein moſt miſery: 
of whiche compaſſion cometh loue and fauour , woher⸗ 
foze they loue and cheriſſhe moze theim that bee feeble, 
mapmed, fooliſſhe, pll fauozed, and ſickelp, than them 
that be ſtronge, holle, wyſe, fapze, and luſty. 
CJ wpll not reherſe all other infoztunes, J wyll geue 
a generall pzecepte of all at ones. It thou be ones ma- 
eyed vnto hym : and god, the churche, thy father and 
mother, haue geuen hym to be thy houſbande and thy 
lozde, thou multe ſuffer hym, ſeynge thou canſte not 
chaunge hym, and loue hym, wozlHippe and honoure 
hyin; if thou wylte not foz his owne lake, at the leaſte 
wyſe koz their ſakes, that haue geuen hym vnto the: 
and foz the pꝛomiſe that thou haſt made him, as ma⸗ 
ny other do loue them that be wozthy no loue, only foz 
their frendes ſakes, whiche haue committed theim vn⸗ 
to their truſte. Ind many do (becauſe of their pꝛomiſe) 
thynges, whiche els they wolde not. Therfoze geue 
thy diligence both to ſeine to do, and to do in dede, that 
whiche thou muſt nedes do, be thou neuer ſo lothe : and 
ſo (hall all thoſe thynges be lyght and pleaſaunt vnto 
the:whiche if thou belothe to do, they ſhalbe greuous 
and painkull. 
¶ Nowe J percepue, that ſome put doubtes, how karte 
they ought to obey they: houſbandes, verily in all 
thynges that be either honeſt, oz without byte, there is 
nodoubte, but a woman ought to obey hir houſbandes 
commaundement, as a diutne lawe. Foz the houſbande 
beareth the roume of god here in erthe vnto his wife, 
and pzeſenteth his perſone: Therfoze if there be any 
thynge, that the wyfe wolde geue vnto god, ſhe ney⸗ 
ther ought noz mate do it without hir houlbandes ly- 
cence, 
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cence, Fo2 what maie a woman recken to bee moze hir 
owne, than het body and mynde ? Ind pet ſayth ſaynt . Cen. 
Paule, that the woman hath no power of hir owne bo⸗ 

dy, neyther (he can not auowe chaſtitee vnto god, hir 
houlbande either not wyllyng, oz not knowyng. wher⸗ 
fozeifthyne houlbande wolde haue the otherwiſe oc⸗ 

| Ccuplied, thou mapſt not only not go fo:th to daunce oz 
ſceplayes, 02 go to feaſtes, and paſſe tyme with goſ- 
ſyppes, whiche be poynctes of common harlottes, but 

thou mayſt not as muche as go pꝛap oz walke aboute 

to churches, without his leaue : oz elles be thou ſure, 

that neither thy pzayer is pleaſaunt vnto god, noz thou 

ſhalt not fynde god in the churche. God wolde that 

thou pzay, and go to the churche, but that is whan thou 

haſt done thyne houſbandes buſynes at home, and he 

hath none other labour to lette the about. And theſe be 

the poyuctes of wedlocke, whiche god lyketh beſt in a 
maryed woman. Foz in his goſpell he byddeth a man Matt. g. 
be at one with his frende, er he come nere his aulter: * 
howe muche moꝛe than wolde he haue the to be at one 

with thyne houſvande, whiche farre paſſeth any frende⸗ 
woherto goeſt thou to maſſe oz churches, whan thyne 
houſbande commaundeth otherwyſe, eyther by woz- 

des erpzeſſedly, oz by countynace pztucly* Weneſt thou 

to fynde god in the churche, whan thou leueſt thyne 
houſebande at home epther (pycke oz hungry e Thou 
mapſt fynde all hallowes aboute his bedde, bothe aul⸗ 

ters, god, peace, concozde, and charitee, and ſpecyally 
where the man and wyfe be coupled with theſe thinges. 
Thou ſhalt ſoone make god thy frende, if thou make 
thyne houſoande thy frende afoze. God nedeth not mu⸗ 


che ol our ſetuice. But vertuous lypuynge and high 
| honour 
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| honour, them he reſerueth vnto hym ſelfe, other thyn⸗ 
ges to be kept in the wozlde, as loue and concoꝛde. And 
that is the cauſe why he reherſeth ſo ofte charitee in his 
goſpell. and ſaith, he geueth his kyngdome onto thole 
that haue vſed charitee vnto folkes in this wozld : and 
caſteth out from the inheritaunce of heuen, that hath 
ben enuious and malicious ageinſt their euen chzaiſten. | 
Fo: thou ſhalte eaſely make god thy frende, if thou res | 
concile thyne euen Chuſten vato the befoze. Nepther |. 
there is any watemoze redye vnto goddes fauour,than 
fy;ſte to opteine fauour of thyne euen Chziſten. Ther⸗ 
koze lette a woman thinke that ſhe dothe a great ſacti⸗ 
fice, whan ſhe ſerueth hir houſbande, and thynke that 
He viſetteth churches degoutly, ik ſhe be diligente a⸗ 
bout hit houſvandes bedde. 
¶ But there be ſome women, that ik their houſbande 
were neuer ſo ſycke, yet wolde they neuer lette they; 
walkinge ok their ſtacions to churches about, and that 
moze fo; their pleaſute, than deuocion to god warde. 
But where to ſhulde we talke of theme Sapnt Paule 


ä wzitypng vnto Tymothe ſpeaketh of womans duetie 
„Ce. in this wyſe: Let the woman lerne with all obedience, 


kepynge ſcilence. For Iwyll not haue the woman to be a 

teacher, nor to rule hir houſbande, but to kepe ſilence. Alſo 
1. Cos. i. wzitynge vnto the Coꝛʒinthians he ſaith. Lette not your 
women ſpcake in the churche, but if they lyſte to learne 
oughte, that they bee in 9 8 of, aſke theyr houſebandes 
at home, 
C Whiche lawe in inyne opinion meaneth none other 
thinge, but that the woman ought to lerne of hit houſ⸗ 
band, and in ſuch thynges as ſhe ſtandeth in doubt of, 
to kolowe his mynde, and beleue as he doth: and 90 — 
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huſbandedo wzonge, bearealthe bla 
the wyfe ſhalbe out ot faute: except it be ſo manifeſt 
that ſhe mate perceiue the faute hir ſelf plapnly enough, 
oz els be taught otherwyſe of ſuche as the houſbande 
hym ſelf myght well enough lerne. | 
C Foz thoſe thynges that be agaynſt the lawes of god 
ſhe ought not to do, though hir huſbande commaunde 
hit neuer ſo muche. Foz ſhe muſte aknowlage one fo; 
better than hir huſvande, and haue moze in pzice, that 
is Chziſte. The man is head of the woman, but Chaiſte 
is head of the man. 


¶ Man holy women of out fayth baue been ſoze pu⸗ 


niſched of their houſbandes, foz folowynge Chziſtes 
pzeceptes agaynſt their will. Ind yet the apoſtle Paule 
- commaundeth the wyke, not todeparte from hit houſ- 
bande without his leaue, be he neuer ſo vngracious. 
So great be the bondes of wedlocke, that the Chziſten 
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myghte not departe frome the hethen without leaue. 


what than ought we to ſuppoſe, where both be Chuiſt⸗ 
ned, and bothe good : Atiſtotel ſareth: I good woman 
ought to take the maners of hit houſbande, as a lawe 


and rule of hit liuynge, geuen hit by god by the cou: 
of matrimony , Ind it becommeth hir to accozde 


hi 


lyn 
with houſbande, and ſerue hym, not onely in pꝛo⸗ 
ſperitee, but alſo in aduerſitee. It he lack goodes,0z be 
fycke of his body, oz out of his minde, let hit ſuffre and 
obep hym, excepte it be ſome vnclenly thynge, oz vn- 
commely . Noz let hir not beate longe in mynde ik hir 
houſvand offend hir, by reafon of diſtteſſe of his minde: 
but laye the cauſe in his diſeaſe and tgnozaunce.Foz the 
moze paciently ſhe vſeth him in theſe poynctes, the moze 
thanke ſhall he geue hir, whan ye! is amended, 
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there be any bncomely thyng commaunded hir by hym, 
ſhehath not doone, he ſhall conſidze that bettet 
after his amendyng. woherkoze a woman ought to ab- 
ſteyne from pll, but in all good thynges, to obeye none 
otherwyſe than thoughe (he had been bought in to the 
houſe as a bonde and hande mayde. Ind in dede ſhe is 
boughte with a great pꝛice, that is to ſaie felowſhip of | 
Iyfe, and pꝛocreacion of childzen:than whiche, nothyng 
can be greatter noꝛ holyer , Mozeouer if ſhe had had a 
welthy houſbande, than coulde not hir goodnes ben ſo 
muche knowen . Foz it is but a ſmalle acte to handle 
pꝛoſpetitee well, Howe be it to ſulfre aduerſitee pacient⸗ 
ly is counted a great thynge. F02 in great aduerſities 
and harmes not to be in extreme diſpayze, is a poyncte 
of a noble ſtomacke. Therfoze ſhe had nede to-pzape, 
that no harme bechaunce hir huſband. But if any aduer 
ſitee fall, than let hir conſidꝛe, that ſhe ſhal wynne great 
wozlhip therby, if ſhe behaue hit ſelfe wel. Ind let hir 
reinembze, that neither quene Alceſt ſhuld haue had ſo 
gre honour,noz quene Penelope fo great pzeiſe,if thet 

d liued in pzolperitee with theit houſbandes . Foz the 
aduerlitee of kynge Idinetus and Ulyſſes, cauſed them 
to wynneeternall memozy. Foz in thaduerſities of the 
houſbandes they opteigned, and that well wozthye, e⸗ 
ternallglozye, fo kepynge fapthe and truthe towarde 
their houſvandes . Foz women wyll take no parte of 
aduetſitee, excepte it be ſuche as be wonderous good. 
Toherfoze to conclude, it becometh the wife, to haue hir 
houſbande in honoure, and not dilpice hym. Cheſe be 
Ariſtotles wozdes. 
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© COftheconcozdeof marted couples. Me. b. Ebapter. 


It were an infinite thyng, noz the tale ſhuld come 
vnto anp ende, to teherſe the goodnes of Concord: 
and ho we all thynge in the woꝛlde, and alſo the woꝛlde 
it ſelke, ſtandeth together by vnytee and concozde: but 
our purpoſe is to fpeake of wedlocke: in whiche J ſap, 
the greatteſt quietnes and mooſte parte of pleaſure, is 
Concozde :and the greatteit trouble, and moſt parte of 
miſery in it, is Diſcorde. 

C-They that were of Pythagoꝛas diſciplyne, amonge 
all the pꝛeceptes of Pythagozas, they kept theſe rules, 
and mooſte, and ofteſk vſed them, That languiſhe ſhuld 
be voyded and put from the body, foly and Lewdnes 
from the mpnde, Ryotre from the bealye, Sedicion out 
of the citee, Diſcorde out of the houſe, and finally Intem⸗ 
peraunce out of all thinges. 
C Ulyſſes in Homer, wyſheth fo: an houſebande, a 
houſe, and concozde vnto Nauſicaa, the doughter of 
kyNge Jlcynous: whiche is the greatteſt treaſure and 
moſt to be deſired that can be. Foz whan the wyfe and 
houſbande lyue peaſably together, they cauſe much ſoz 
rowe bnto their ennemyes, muche top bnto their frens 
des, and moſt of al vnto them ſelues, Thus he ſayd. 
C How happy a martage ſuppoſe we Albutius had, 
whiche lyued with his wyfe Terentiana, without any 
diſpleaſure.rrv.yere: Ind yet moze foztutiate was Pu⸗ 
blius Celer, that lyued with Ennta, his wyfe. xliii. pere 
withont any grutching oz complainte. Foz of Diſcoꝛzde 
commeth debate, bzaulynge, chydynge, and fyghtyng. 
And women be ful of whynynge foz the moſt parte, and 
vll to intreate: and ofte tymes r 5 haue Ones 
| + Its their 
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their houſbandegfoz a lyght matter, it cometh at laũ 
vnto great diſt ance. 1 
C No; there is nothynge, that ſo ſoone caſteth the 
. mpnde of thehuſbande from his wyke, as dooeth much 
| — 8 and chidynge, and hir myſcheuous tonge 
whiche Salomon [ykeneth vnto a dzoppyng and raps 
nynge houſe rofe inthe wynter, becauſe that both dzi⸗ 
ueth the man fozthe at the dooze , Ind the fozſaled Sa- 
lomon ſaicth, that it is better to dwelle in a deſarte and 
deſolate countrey, than in houſe with a chydynge and 
an angry wyke. Ind a fewe whiche be intollerable,geue 
this bencfitte vnto the holle kynde, that none ſemeth 
good to deale with all: and hereof cometh this ſatiyng: 
who ſo hath no ſtrife, hath no wife, as who ſaieth, he that 
hath a wyfe, hath ſtryfe. And that thyng cauſcth ma- 
ny, that be quietly diſpoſed.neuer to mary, Ind ther⸗ 
foe many thynges were wziten in olde tyme in the 
rebuke of womankynde, and diuozſcs ſought out, 
and ſharpely executed. Ind nowe amonge chzpſten 
men thoſe thpnges be ſoze myſſed of many, and deſps 
ted after. Foz they ſape their wives wolde be better, 
if they knewe they myght be put awate, excepte they 
were gentyll. | 
¶ In whiche opinion after my mynde, either the men 
be diſceputed, oz the women be ſtarke fooles : whiche do 
got conſpdze,that they had nede to be the moze obedient 
vnto thepzhoulbandes, that they myght lyue the moze 
metily with theim, from whom they can by no meanes 
be departed : leſt they turne perpetuall neceſſitee in to 
melcry, whiche they can neuer do awate . Foz it reſteth 
muche inthe wpues handes, to kepe reſt and quietnes 
in the houle, Foz the man is not ſoyzefullas the wo- 
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man. And that is not in mankynde@yly; but alſo in all 
kyndes of beaſtes, as Iriltotle ſateth , Foz the males, 
becauſe they haue moze bolde ſtomackes, and are moze 
luſty of courage, therfoze be they moze ſymple and leſfſe 
noyſome, foz they haue the moze noble myndes . Ind 
the females contrary be moze malicious, and moze let to 
dooe hatme. Wherfoze the women wyll be taken with 
light ſuſpicioulnes, and ofte complapneand vere they: 
houſbandes, and angre them with peuiſſhe puelynge: 
but the man is eaſier to reconcile than the woman: 
Lypke as of men, he that is moſt lpke ſtomache vnto a 
woman, noz is not of luſty courage: wyll remembze in- 
iuty longeſt, and ſeke fo2 begeance the moſt violently, 
noz can be content with a meane reuengeance. - 

([. There was in olde tyme in Rome a chapell of a cer⸗ 
tapne goddeſle, in —— ik any diſturbance had been 

betwene the huſbayde and the wife at home, they ſpake 
certain wozdes, what thei liſt, and were agreed againe. 
And this goddeſle was named Viriplaca, that is to ſaie, 
pleaſe huſbande. Which name ſheweth, that the huſbande 
ought not to ſtudy to pleaſe þ wife, but Þ wife to pleaſe 
hir huſbande.Ind though the moze parte of theſe thin 
es that J haue ſpoke, perteigne vnto Concozd, yet wil 
bzyng (ome thynges moze nere bnto that purpoſe. 

One the moſte chiefe and eſpectall helpe bnto cons 
cozde is, i the wpfe loue hir houſbande. Foz this is the 
nature ofloue, to get loue agayne , Noꝛ let not ſome Nature of 
wonder ſo muche as they dooe, whye their houſbandeg Loe. 
loue theim not, ſeynge they loue not theim, but loke wel 
leſt they loue not theyz houſbandes ſo muche as they 
make ſemblaunce. Let them loue their houſbandes in 
dede, and they ſhalbe loued eee famed 
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and counterketts ue bothe ſheweth it ſelle nowe and 
thau, and hath n vet aye ſtrength and vettue that 
kaythtull loue hath. 
oze ouetr, if the wyfe and huſdande lone toge⸗ 
ther, they (hal bothe wyll and nylle one thynge, 
i the very and true loue, Foz there can neuer be dif- 
code noz debate betwene thoſe, in whome is oneheree, 
not deſpzynge contrary thyng. And one minde, not of 
contrary opinion. . n 
¶ y mother Blaunch, whan ſhe had ben. xb. yete ma 
eyed vnto my father, I coude never ſe hit ſtrpue with 
my father, There wete ii.ſaienges, that ſhe had cuer in 
hit mouth, as p:ouerbes.vohan ſhe wolde (ay (he bele⸗ 
ued wel any thing, than ſhe vſed to ſay, euen as thoug 
Lodowpke Uiues had ſpoken it. whan ſhe wolde ſap 
(he wold any thing, ſhe vſed to ſay,euen as though Lo⸗ 
dowik Uiues wold it. I baue hard my father ſay many 
times, but ſpecially ones, whan one told him of a ſateng 


Atticus, a I wene it were the ſapeng of the both, p th 
neuer made agreement with their mothers, no2 J with 
my wyke ſayde he, whiche is a greatter thynge, vohan 
other, that harde this ſayeng, wondzed vpon it, and the 
concozde of Upues and Blaunche was taken vp and 
bſed in a manet foza pzouerbe, he was wonte to anf- 
were lyke as Dcipto was, whiche ſayd, he neuer made 
a greement with his mother, bycaaſe he neuer made 
debate with her, but it is not to be inuche talked in a 
boke made fo; another poutpoſe, of my vertuous mo- 
ther: whome J doubt not nowe to haue in heuen the 
krute and rewarde of hit holy and pure ltuyng. Moze 
ouer, becauſe Jhauepurpoſed-to make a ſeuerall boke 
2 | - © 
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of hit actes and hir lyfe. od 
¶ Ind many women that lone indifcretely, bzeake 
conco2de at ones. Therfoze muſte their dilcrecion be 
holpen fo:the with ſome teachyng, and thetr fierſenes 
abated , Ind that with this one thynge, if they ſtaye 
theyz mpude and fantaſyes, whiche ſone carieth the fe- 
byll reſon of women awate with thetm , Therfozea woe 
man ſhulde haue great demurenes and ſobzenes in hir 
mynde, and ſhe we it with hit dedes. Ind often J warne 
hir, that ſhe do nothynge foz to ſeme, and foz a counte⸗ 
nance : Foz that is a thyng of ſmall value oʒ none. But 
as (he wolde ſeme to be, ſuch let hir be in dede, and than 
ſhall che the moze truely appere. Let hir wene neuer to 
diſceyue any body by clokynge and diſſimulacion. Foz 
men be not luche ſtockes noz ſtones, but that thei can 
knowe a counter fete thyng frome a thyng in dede. Ind 
thoughe they diſceyue folkes thatloke vpon theim, pet 
can thep not diſcepue nature, whiche hathe not genen 
like vertue bnto thinges counterfeted as trew in dede. 
- Letthemmakepzoffe in them ſelfe . Let them conſider, 
whether they thinke theim honeſt andſad, that make 
countenance of honeſtie, hauyng none at al, oznot: and 
whether they loue agayne ſuch as makeſemblance, as 
though they loued them, and do not in dede. bY 
It were good foz a wyfe to bſe that counſayle, that 
ozace the wyſe poet geueth vnto Lollius, how to bſe 
is krende, byddyng hym applye hym ſelfe vnto his 
frendes appetyte. It he lyſt to hunte ſaieth he, do thou 
not ſytte to make verles, but caſte vp thy muſes, and 
folowe the herſes caripng the nettes, and leade fozthe 


degges. 
CInphion aud Zetus were bzetherne and twynnes 


bozne 
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Pfiniae,,, C She loueth me, whiche is a ſygne of chaſtitee. Ind 
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bozne of Inthiopta, the one was berye in 
, thother rude and bnlerned. Nowe whan the 
ſounde of the harpe pleaſed not Zetus, and lyke to de 
parte company betwyxte the two bzetherne, Amphton 
therfoze layde downe his hatpe. Ind ſo let the wyke 
. 02dzehir ſelfafterhir huſvandes maners and pleaſure, 
let he hate and ſet nought by hit. 4 
C we rede in hiſtozies, that And „Hectoꝛs wile, 
gaue hape and otes bnto his hozſes with hir owne 
handes, becauſe ſhe ſawe what delyte hir houſdande 
had in theim, and kept theim foz warte as diligently 
' aScoulde be. | 
¶ And Cecilius Plinius ſheweth in many piſtelles, 
that he loued his wyke moſt derely, in whiche piſtolles, 
there is one wziten vnto Hilſpula, his wives awnt, whi⸗ 
che had bzought hir vp, where he geueth hir great 
thankes, that ſhe ſo taught hit and bzought vp, whan 
He was a chylde: and alſo ſhewed the cauſe why he lo⸗ 
ned his wife lo well, wzityng of his wife in this wiſe. 


„ moze ouer ſhe is greatly geuen bnto-lernyng, whiche 
„ fantaſy ſhe hath taken by the loue ſhe hath bnto me; 
„ Ohe hach my bokes,and redeth,and lerneth thein with⸗ 
„ out boke: and whan ſo euer I (hal pleade, ſhe is won⸗ 
2» ders carefull: and whan I haue done, matueplous iop⸗ 
» full. Sheſetteth folkes to watche, howe J am lyked 
»-» of the people, what countenaunce, what noyſe J cauſe 
„ them to make, what judgement J get in the ende. Ind 
,» whanſo ever I tehetſe alectoure, ſhe getteth hir nerte 
,» bnto me, leperate frome the other herers with a 4 
„ and herkeneth moſte diligently fo; my pzayſes ;, She 
»» (ingeth mp verſes, and playeth theim onthe — 
SN 0 
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other mniſter teacheth hir, but the loue ſhee hathe vnto „ 
—— the beſt ſchole inatiter of all, Thy US wzy⸗ » 
8. ä 
late, whan J was at Paris, and talked with Gut- 
lielmus Budeus at his owne houſe, and his wife come 
pdyꝛe, whereas we walked, a goodly perſone and a fayze, 
as a man ſhulde loke vpon, whiche as J could deme 
by hit comely maner and coũtenance, me thought ſhuld 
be bothe a pzudent and vertuous huſwyfe. Do che, at⸗ 
ter (he had ſaluted hir houſoande, with ſuche reuerence 
as a good woman ſhulde, and had welcomed me cur⸗ 
tefly and honourably, Jaſked hym,if ſhe were his wife: 
pes fo:ſathe ſaieth he, this is my wyfe, whiche ſo 
diligently foloweth mp pleaſure, that ſhee intreateth 
mp bookes no wozle than hir owne chyldzen, becauſe 
ſhe ſeeth me loue ſtudye ſo well. In whiche thyng me 
thynke hir woozthye moze pꝛeyſe than was Plinius 
wyfe : in as muche as ſhee was lerned hir ſelfe, and 
this is not. 
¶ owe ho we muche moze honeſtly doth ſhe, than ſu⸗ 
che as dꝛawe their houſbandes from ſtudy, and coun⸗ 
ſayle theim to luker, plape, o; other pleaſutes, that they 
| mate optapne parte them ſelfe, eyther of luker, plape, oʒ 
| volupties, becauſe they can get no parte of they; ſtudy. 
Ind the fooles knowe not, howe muche moze ſure and 
beraye pleaſure it were, to haue a wyſe man than a ti⸗ 
che 02 voluptuous. Mozeouer they ſhulde lyue a great 
deale moꝛe quietlye with wyſe men, than with ignozant 
fooles, that neuerhad ſet the bꝛydell of reaſon to tule 
they; fantaſyes withall, whiche be foz the moze part ca- 
| ried quite awaie with ſuche mocions as come in they; 
| myndes. Nozlhe ſhuldelothe in his huſbande neyther 
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ſtudy oz any thing els,cither by wo;des,countenaunce, 
oz geſture, 02 any manec of (ygnes, ſhee ſhall loue all 
thynge in hym, haue all thynge in reuerence, and ſet 
great ſtoze by it, what ſo euer he dothe, aſſent all thyng 
bnto hym, and veleue what ſo euer he lateth, though he 
tolde that neyther were true,no2 lyke to be,noz pzeſume | 
aboue hit houſbande in any maner thynge, ſhall recken | 
hym hit father, hit lozde, hit clder, hir better. This 
ſhall ſhe both knowlage in dede, and make ſemblaunte 
ot᷑. Foʒ howe can any loue o frendſhyp ſtande, if thou 
beyng ryche, diſpyſe hym pooze : oz tay:c thy ſelfe, loth 
hym veyng foule : oz thy ſcif of great bloode, diſdetgne 
hym as of lowe byzthe e Juuenall ſateth, There is no⸗ 
thyng more intollerable than a ryche wyfe.D apnt ieto⸗ 
nyme ſateth the ſame, wzityng agaynſt Joupniane. Ind 
Theopꝛaſt ſateth, It is a rourment to ſuffre a ryche wy fe. 
But I can not beleue that, excepte they ſaic,if ſhe be vll 
and lewde with all. Foz what a lewdnes is it, not to 
conſpder howe vayne a thyng money 1s e Fozu is the 
byleſt of all thynge that men be pzoude of. But many 
lyght and frayle myndes wyll ryſe a loftc with a littell 
wynde. Ah foole, dooeth not wedlocke make all chynge 
common: Foz it that frendſhippe make all thyng com⸗ 
mon, howe muche moze dothe matyage make common 
not only their money, but alſo frendes, kynſefolkes, 
and all thynge elles e Xoherkfoze the Romapnes (as 
Dlutarche ſateth) commaunded in they; lawes, that 
the houſbande and wife ſhulde geue nothyng one bnto 
another, becauſe that nepther ſhulde rcken any thyng 
patuatiy they; owne . In a good common wele Plato 
faieth, that theſe wozdes, Myne and thyne, ſhulde be put 
awaie,Than muche moze in a good houſe holde, = 
4 0 
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che is than the beſt, and molt perfet, therto moſte welth- 

full, whan there is as one body vnder one head. Foz if 

it haue many heddes 02 manp bodies, it is lyke a mon⸗ 

ſter. Moe ouer, all is the huſbandes, and after the ſi⸗ 

militude ot Plutarche, thoughe there be moze water 

| thanwynein the cuppe, pet is all the myxture called 
wyne, ſo though the woman bzyng neuer ſo much with 

hir, and the man neuer ſo littell, pet all is his. Foz he 

muſte nedes haue all that the woman hath, that hath 

hir ſelfe and is hit loꝛde. Ind thou maieſt here out loꝛd Sen.. 

ſaie to the: woman, thou ſhalt be in the rule of thy houſ⸗ 

band: and he ſhall haue the maiſtrie on the, Noz he is to bee 

diſpiſed foz his fauoure. Foz thou haſt fauoure, and he 

hath the wich thy fauour. - | 

J wyll not diſpute, howe ſklendera thyng beautte Veantie. 

ts, whiche ſtandeth but onely in mennes opinions. Fo , 

hee that is fapze in one mans ſight, is foule in an o⸗ 

thers. howe fraple, and bnto howe many ieoperdyes 

tndangered, howe lletynge, and howe vnſtable a thyng 

is beautte, whan one agewe, one wart, oz one here mate 

of che moſte goodly make the moſte lothſome : And in 

men, no body deſy;eth ſuche grace of fayznes : but they _ 

thynke it ina woman very comly , and pet ſhaltethou P#3* 

rede in the wyſe kynges ſaiyng:Fauour is a difceytfull 

thynge, and beautie is vapne. But the woman that 

dzedeth god, ſhe ſhalbe pzeyſed . Fynally, ſeyng that 

pe be one fleſſhe, 02 rather one perſone, bothe thou and 

thy houſbande, than can he neuer be foule that hathe 

a fapze wyfe. Ind if thou wylt not ſuppoſe neyther the 

wife noz the huſbande to be fapze,Uertue alone is bothe 

beautic and noblenes, - — 

CJ wyll let paſſe here, howe foolyſſhe a thynge it is, 
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that they call noblenes. whoſe opinion and eſtimacion 
ſtandeth in the comen voice of people, which is maiſter 
of all errours, But be thou neuer ſo noble, if thou ma⸗ 
rye to one vnnoble, thou arte made vnnobler than he: 
noz the wife can not be moze noble than hir huſbande. 
Fo: that thing can not be alowed in no kind of beaſtes. 
The chyldzen haue the name of the father thzowe all 
the wozld, as of the better: and than if thou be very no⸗ 
ble, cyther muſt he be made very noble, oz thou vnno⸗ 
ble. Ind in the Ciuile la we the women haue they; dyg⸗ 
nitee ot they: houſbandes, and not of their fathers, in 
ſo muche that thoſe that were commyn of moſte noble 
father, if they maryed vnto one of lowe degree, they 
were not called noble. Ind that appered well in the 
noble women of Nome, whiche dzoue out of the cha⸗ 
pell ofchaſtitee, that was ozdayned foz noble women, 
one Uirginia, commen of noble parentes, becauſe ſhe 
was maryed vnto a man ot lowe byzth : and therfoze 
they ſaied, ſhe was none of theim, but ofthe common 
tate of people: neyther (he denyed that, noꝛ Gas aſſha⸗ 
med to be taken foz one of the lowe people, no; diſpiſed 
the common people in compariſon of the nobles,noz a⸗ 
baſſhed to be called Uirginia Uolunnius wife. 

¶ Alſo Coznelia, doughter vnto Scipio, whan ſhee 
was maryed vnto an houſe, whiche was in dede great 
and famous, and honozable :howe be it, nothynge a- 
ble to be coinpared with hit fathers, beyng hir ſelfe of 
the beſt bloode in Nome, and one the moſte chiefe of 
that blood, doughter of Scipio, whiche was the con⸗ 
querour of Iffrike, the pꝛince of the Senate, and al the 
people of Rome, and alſo of all the wozlde moſte ex⸗ 
cellent, thoughe ſhe had to hir mother Emilia, _ 
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of the bloode of the Emilians, the moſte honourable 
= — —— in Rome, — — the wozlde : pet 
upnge ſo greathonoure, bothe of fathers ſyde 

c ot mothers, had leauer euer be called, Cornelia Grac⸗ 

chi, by hir houſbandes name, than Cornelia Scipionis 

Wherkoze ſome were diſcontent, whiche foz honour v⸗ 

ſed to call Hir Cornelia Scipionis, by hir fathers name. 

C._Theſia, ſyſter vnto the elder Dionpſius the tyꝛan 
of Spꝛacuſe, was marted to one Philoxenus, whiche 
whan he had gone about to do a diſpleaſure vnto Dio⸗ 
niſius, and was ſpied and conſtreigned to fle out of DfÞ 
calle, this Theſia his wife was ſent foz by the kyng hir 
bꝛother, and rebuked of hym, becauſe ſhe dyd not diſco⸗ 
uer hir huſbandes flyght vnto hym. Why (ſaid ſhe) we⸗ 
neſt thou that J were ſo vile and abiect, that if J had 
knowen ok his goyng, I wold not a gone with al, and fo 
lowed hun, a ben rather the wife of Philoxenus the out 
la we in any place inthe woꝛld, than kyng Dioniſius is 
ſter here at home in my countrep: Ind al the Sitacuſi⸗ 
ans had in great reuerence this gaye # vertuous minde 
of hies. And whan the tyzans were baniſſhed, they both + 
woꝛſhipped hir in hir life, and honozed after hit deathe. 
( Mar the wyf: of Maximilian the emperour, whi⸗ 
che had by hir father of inheritaunce all Flanders and 
Plicardye, and the people ſet nought by the ſimple and 
ſoft diſpolicton of Maxumilian, and ſewed foz all their 
matters vnto Mary his wyke, pet wolde ſhe neuer de⸗ 
termpne any thynge without hir houſbandes aduyſe, 

, whole wyll (he reckened euer foz a lawe, though ſhee 
myght wel enough haue ruled # oꝛdened al as ſhe lyſt, 
with his good wyll: whiche vſed to ſuffer of his mylde 

ſtomacke any thynge that ſhe lyſt, vnto his good and 

Z. lll. pzudent 
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pzudent wyfe, and that is hir owne goodes . Do Mary 
by obeiyng hir houſbande, and regardyng hym ſo wel, 
bzough hym in to great auctozite, and made the people 
moe obedient vnto them both, as though their powers 
were incrtaſed and aided either by other, Ind theſe du⸗ 
ties be in the mpnde, , 

¶ Nowe muſte we bꝛydel the tonge, which if the mynde 
be wel bzideled, it ſhal rule it wel enough. Foz the cauſe 
why many women be tatle of tonge, is becauſe they can 
not rule their mindes, Fo ite occupieth them hole, and 
plucketh out of frame, noz (uffereth any parte of them 

to rule it ſelfe: and therfoze haue they neyther meaſure 
noz reaſon in their chidynge and ſcoldynge. Foz they 

be put beſyde all reaſon and diſcrecion, whan the kyze 
hath catched all to gether and made his owne, whiche 
foonetncreaſcth in ſofte tymber and apte foz fy:e, wher⸗ 

of cometh rageyng, bothe of ſtomacke and tong wity 
out meaſure, Whiche J haue ofte wondzed on, and that 

in very good and honeſt women, in whome, ſaupnge 
this one byte, there lacketh neither chaſtitee noz good⸗ 
nes, manyfolde and great vertues. Yet haue I miſſed 

in theim moderacion and temperaunce of ite and lan⸗ 
guage : in ſo muche that Jhaue been aſlhamed of it, 
thoughe none of it hath petteyned to me, but bene a⸗ 
monge thoſe that haue been bery ſtrangers to me, at leſt 

if one Chʒiſten body ought to be a ſtranget vnto an oz 
ther. Therfoze as it is a harde vertue fo a woman to 
teinper hir tonge, ſo verily it is the moſt goodly vertue 
that can belonge to any. wohiche thyng ſhe ſhal es ſy iy 
do, if ſhe abyde in hir owne power, no2 ſufirc hir ſclfe 

to be caried awaie with hir owne fantaſies, as it — 
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with to:mes of wether. Ind this lette hir ofte call to 
myade (pectally; and purpoſe whyle ſhce is ſafe and in 
hit owne power, that if (he chaunce to falle at woꝛdes 
with hir houſbande, ſhe rebuke not noz diſpꝛaiſe either 
his kynne, oz perſone,o2 condicions, oz his lyfe, whiche 
thyng lhe woteth ſhulde greue his ſtomacke. Foz ik he 
de angred with ſuche a thynge, he wyll bothe de wozle 
to teconcyle, and after that he is agreed agapne, pet as 
oft as that wozde cometh bnto his remeinbꝛaunce, he 
wyll neuer loke merilp on hir, beſyde the difpleaſure 
that it is to god. Foz our lozde ſateth in the goſpell of 
Matthew: who lo ſaieth vnto his bzother Racha, that Met. 
is to ſape, bzapnles, (hall be accuſable vnto the coun⸗ 
ſaple: and he that ſaieth foole, ſhall be dampnable vnto 
the pyt of fy;e · Nowe than conſyder what thou ſhalte 
haue, that makeſt that great taylyng, not onely on thy 
bꝛother, but alſo thy father, and as much as lieth in the, 
on the deputie of god and all thy kyn. Ind if thy houl⸗ 
bande laye any ſuche thyng vnto thy charge, be wyſe, 
that it abyde not in thy remembzaunce, but ſuffre it pa⸗ 
ciently : and whan he is comen vnto hym ſelke agayne, 
thou ſhalte optayne great thanke of hym'fo2 thy ſuffe- 
raunce,and ſhalt tourne his futious minde bnto good: 
and ſhalte haue hym the moze gentyll afterwarde, and 

eaſyer to deale with. 8 
¶ Terence, whole pourpoſe was none other, but to 
expꝛeſſe the condictons of the wozlde in his comedpes, 
wiiteth ofa chaſt andhoneft yong woman in this wile : 
She, as becometh an honeſt woinan, ſhamefaſt, ſad, 
and demure, ſuffered all the intuties and fautcs of hir 
huſbande, and kept cloſe the diſpleaſures. Ind foz theſe 
cauſes, the houſbandes mynde tourned agayne 72 


— - 


THE INSTRYCTION OF 

bis wpke, frome whoſe loue he abhozred. Ind that was 
the counſaple ofthe wyſe nource tn Seneke the poet, 
whiche (hee gaue bnto Octauta the wpfe of Nero, 
ſaiynge : Uanqu thy cruell houſdande rather 
with obedyence, 
¶ Noz let not a woman caſt in hir houſbandes tethe 
anp benifitte dooen vato hym by hir, whiche is an vn⸗ 
ſittynge and diſpleaſaunt thynge, pea amonge thoſe 
that be nothynge of kynne together: and he that ca⸗ 
ſteth his benefite in an other mannes tethe, loſeth his 
thanke that he ſhulde haue had. Foz he hath ſtrycken 
it out of the others herte. | 

Wozeouer if thou conſider wel, there can be no bene 
edooneby the to thyne huſbande, to whom thou art 
bounden as muche,as vnto thy father oz thy ſelte other. 


t kpnred, 02 goodes, whiche thyng wil lyghtly wery 
hir huſbande, beyng neuer ſo louyng. The poet Juue⸗ 
nall ſateth, that he had leauer haue a pooze woman, 
and of lowe birth, than Coznelta the doughter of Dct- 
pio African (of whoſe vertues we haue ſpoken here be⸗ 
koze) if ſhe be pzoude and ſtately of hir fathers noble. 
nes: Fozheſateth in this wyſe: 
A bad leauer haue a pooze Uenuſpne 
Than the, Coꝛnelia mother vnto Gracchis, 

If thou bꝛyng with thy vertues tyne 

P3oude lokes, aud tenen vp triumphis. 

Awaie with Auniball A pꝛate the, in armis 
Duertomen, and Spphar vanquiſſhed | 

And with holic Carthage all together flyted. Nan 
C The ſage man Plutatche commaundeth, that in 
the beginnynge of maryage all occaſions of — 

28 ulde 


Noz any good woman wyll make muche reherſall of 
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chulde be eſchewe ue is pet n 19:11 
together, and is pet tendze and weake,and ee 
with any littell cat, as a veſſell newe made will aſun- 
2 0 n 7 «Naz lethir _X ho a bed. 
| Woulde they laie awate they leaſure, 
they make that place croubleſoine, a wi 
ſcoldyng, whiche is moſte meete fozloue and concoꝛde, 
and as it were, coʒtupteth the medicine, that the diſeaſe 
of the mynde ſhoulde be holpen withe 


Cdowe the chulde lyue betwene hir huſb ande and hie 
ſelte pztuarcly. The. vi. Chapter. 9 


were not vnmete foz this place, to reherſe, ho we ſhe 
Lought to behaue hir in pztuitce and ſecreatly vnto hir 
buſvande, betwene him and hir. | 

CFo:ll let hir vnderſtand, that thei that were wont to 
make ſacrifice vnto Juno whome they called the ruler 
and ouetſcer of wedlocke, neuer ofkred the gall in ſacri⸗ 
fpce that they made, but toke it out of the beaſte, and 
taſte it awaie behynde the aulter, ſygniliyng that there 
oughte to bee neyther diſpleaſure, noz any bytternes a- 
monge maryed couples. Allo they were wonte to,cou- 
ple Uenus and Mercutp together in matpage, as a 
pleaſute and myꝛthe. Foz the wyfe ſhoulde couple and 
bynde hit huſbande vnto hit euery date moze and moze, 
with hit pleaſant and gentyll condicions. Foznothyng 
dothe moze dzawe and entice bnto it, than doth pleaſant 
condicions and ſwete ſpeche , A wiſe woman (huld haue 
in mynde mery tales. and hiſtoztes (how be it pet honeſt) 
wher with ſhe mate refceſhe hit huſband, and make hem 
mery, whan he is wery. And alſo ſhe halt lea 9 
ptes of WW No 
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r. with al, and ſome ſage ſentenres agen 
alſautes and rages of both fo:tynes,both to plucke 
doth? tir houſoandes ſtoinackeF it he be pzoude of 
92 and welth: and to comfozt and cozage hym, 
li he be ſtryken in heupnes with aduerſatee. Do Placts 
diũ daughter vnto Theodoſius, the emperoute, whan 
hir houlbande Fthaulpus the kynge of the Gothtans, 
was tn purpoſe vtteriy to diſtrop Rome, and the name 
of Koimanes, with hir ſwete eloquence and pleaſaunt 
behauour, bzought hym out of that vngracious pur⸗ 
poſe, and ſaued hit countrey. | 
2 agayn the wife ſhal make hit huſbande a couns 
aple of all hir ſoꝛowes and cares: ſo that they be mete 
to tell a wyſe manof. She ſhall take hym onely foz hit 
companyon and talkyng felowe, counſeilour, maiſter, 
and lozde, and vtter vnto hym all hir thoughtes, and 
relt in him. Foz theſe thynges make loue and concoꝛde. 
Foz lightly we loue them, whom we tell our counſaple 
- bato, and as it were vnlade vs of our thoughtes, 
and in whom we truſt muche. Ind lyghtly folkes loue 
—＋ p e, of whome they recken theym ſelfeloued 
Awyſe woman ſhall as muche as ſhe mate, ſerche 
gently, whether hir houſbande haue any vll ſuſ⸗ 
pection in hit whether there be any ſparkes of anger, 
oz hate, 02 an remnantes oz tokens of thetm lekłte in 
ec 
02 theſe thyn⸗ 
ges tucreale lyghtly with a littell cauſe. Let hir ther⸗ 
.foze get this out of hir houſbandes mynde by gentyll 
. meanes, and contente hym agayne . Foz bnknowen 
lpckenelles tncreale and diffroye the body ſoner, = 
0 
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thole that appere, Lette hit not ſtryus to plucke it out, 
602 handle it harde, leſt ſhe faſten it the moze ſure in, 
whan ſhe mate better auopde it without any peine, that 
is to ſate, without complaynt, and without grudgyng. 
Noz let hir not thynke, that eyther god oz man is cons 
tent with hir, whyle hir houſoande is diſpleaſed with 
{ Htr. Our loꝛde ſateth in the goſpell: It thou come to 
dooe thine offryng at the alter, and there remembze that .. 
any diſpleaſure is yet remaynynge betwene thy bz0- 

ther andthe, late downe thyne offrynge there; and go 

be agreed firſte with thy bzother, and after offer that 

vnto god, that thou intendeſt. Foz thou calleſt fo; peace 

ok god in bapne, as longe as thy frende is not pleaſed 

with the, but muche moze if thy houſbande be not. 

¶ what ſo euer is ſpoken in the chambze and the holy 

bed of wedlocke, let hir take good hede, to kepe moze 
ſecrete and cloſe, than the ſacrifice of Ceres tn Elewce 
was kept, oz miſteties of any other god cz goddes. Foz 
what madnes is it to bable out ſuch thynges, as ought 
to be kepte ſo ſecrete e The wyſe people of ns, 
whan they had warte with Þhylip, kyng of Wace- 
dony, and had taken letters of his, ſente bnto his wyfe 
Olempias, they wolde not ſuffre theim to be opened 
and red, becauſe they reckened the ſecretes of wedlocke 
to be, as they be in dede, holy, and to be kept in patuttee, 
noz to be conuentent to commpne theim abzode, oz to 
be knowen of other folkes, than ot the wyfe and hir 
houſbande. Ind therfoze they ſente the letters vntou⸗ 
ched vnto Matedone, vnto the quene. vherfoze they 
were wozthy to haue their wpyes bothe to Nn | 
and counſaple with theim. Nowe if they dyd that vnto 
thetr enemye armed ran we muche * 
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is it fo; the to do it vuto thy houſebande . Pozer2 wyfe 
vnto Bʒutus pʒoued hir owne pattence with a wounde, 
whether che coulde kepe counſayle of great matters 
aʒ not. Ind whan ſhe ſawe ſhe coulde hyde the wounde 
and beepe it lectete, than was ſhe ſo bolde as to aſke of 
Us houſoande, what he ſtudied ſo carefully vpon⸗ 
d whan he had tolde hir howe they purpoſed to flea 


. © Celar, cee kepte hir as well as any that was of the 


e counſaple, | | 
CNeytherthe wyfe ought only to loue hirhuſvande 
hic ſelte, but alſo to ſe, that ſhe make not other folk es 
to hate hym, oz bꝛynge hym into any teoperdy, by cay- 
ſynge hym to de enuted thzoughe hir meanes. Noz let 
not hir vſe hir houſbande to be hir page, and revenge 
all iniuries doone vnto hit, except it be the parel of cha⸗ 
ſtitee, whiche is the moſte pꝛecious thynge that a wo⸗ 
man can haue. 

It auy body haue ſpoken woozdes of diſpleaſure 03 
diſhoneſtie vnto hit, 0z done a thynge that mate ſeme to 
greue hir tendze mynde, let hir not renne ſtrepght to 
hit houſbande, and kindell his ſtomacke with fy;ye 
woozdes, ſuthe as angre is wonte to cauſe. A good woe 
man ſhall tate all ſuche thynges paciently, and (hall 
teken hir ſelfe late and ſure enoughe, as longe as hir 
chaſtitee is holl and vntouched: which if it be polluted, 
is nothyng to be teck ered pure. 

She ſhall vſe in chaumbze not onely chaſte beha⸗ 
uour, but alſo ſhamt̃aſtnes. And let hir remembze, that 
ſhe is a wyke, in whome Plutarche wolde haue bothe 


loue : demurenes coupled and ioyned to 

"They, at the queenes of Perfe were wont 

to kepe and ſobze feaſtes with their nnn | 
rern uo 
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to ſate, A wife was a name ofdigniteeandnot ot bodilp 
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but as fo; in wanton bankettes came none but ſyn⸗ 
gers, mynſtreiles, and concubpnes, wedlocke was had 
in ſuche reuerence . Foz as the noble pʒꝛinte was wonte 


luſt: lo thehuſbande is a name of couplyng and aifint» . 
tee, as J haue declared. 

¶ Nozthe houſbandes ought not to geue theim ſelfe 
vnto ouer muche pleaſure,noz to delite in any company 
but their wpues, but our purpoſe is not here to teache 
the houſbandes . Howe be it, 1 is not congenient foz 
them to be maiſters of watonnes and lechery vnto their 
wyues , Ind let theim euer remembze this ſaiynge of 
Fyſtus the phuloſopher: He is an adulterar with his 
wyke, who ſo is ouer excedynge and ouer hote a louer. 
And let hym obey the apoſtle Paule, ſaiyng vnto huſ⸗ 
bandes, that they ſhulde haue their wyues as veſſels of 
generation in holynes, and not in vnlefull oz immo⸗ 
derate, concupiſcence as the pagans dooe, that knowe 
not god. The ſpouſe in the canticles calleth his ſpouſe 
ſyſter, to the entent to mate his loue moze meſutable: 
but we wyll returne agapne vnto women. | 

¶ Lette theim not defoyle the holy and honeſt bed of 
wedlocke with fylthy and lecherous actes. The chaſte 
wyfeof Spartane, whan ſhe was aſked, il ſhe bſed to 
go vnto hir houſbande, Nay perde (ſated ſhe) but he 
Into me. Foz the chaſt woman neuer pꝛouoked the luſt 
of hit houſbande, noz vſed the bodily pleaſure, but fo3 
hir houſbandes pleaſure, 

C Trebellius Pollto w:iteth, that Zenobia, the quene 
of Palmpyza, a very wel letned and a wiſe woman was 
of ſo great chaſtitee, that ſhee wolde not lye with hit 
houlbande, withoutſhe had pzoued 7 opecher hs 
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were with chylde oz no. Foz whan ſhe had lyen with 
bom, (he wolde tatpe hit tyme, to ſe whether (hee had 
conceyued 2 and ifſhe had not, than was ſhe contente 
to ſuffre hit huſvandes wil agapne. who wold thinke, 
that this woman had any luſt oz pleaſure in hit body t 
This was a woman wozthy to be had in honour and 
reterence, whiche had no moze pleaſure in hir naturall 
partes, than in hit foote oz hit fynger. She had been 
wozthp to haue bozne childzen withouten mans coms 
pany, whiche neuer deſyꝛed it, but only foz childzen; 0z 
els to haue bzought theim fozth without peyne, whiche 
gate theim without pleaſure. But one of our ch:tſten 
women, called Ethelffryda, aquene of Englande, dyd 
a greatter acte, whiche after ſhe had bozne one chylde, 
neuer lape moze with hir huſvande. Ind pet one Edel- 
dis, queene ofthe ſame countrey, paſſed hir: whi⸗ 
had had. it. houſbandes, and made theim botheto 
kepe perpetuall chaſtitee . There were alſo other cou⸗ 


S Bauarus, the pzince of Rome, and Sene⸗ 
a his wyfe : Julianus the martyz, and Baſilia 
s wyfe: and in the citee of Alexander, Chzyſanthus, 
and Daria his wyfe : and Amos with his wyle. Foz 
theſe holy folkes bnderſtode well enough, that thynge 
whiche is wziten of wyſe men, that the bodily pleaſure 
is bawozthy this excellent nature of ours, whiche wee 
haue of the ſoule. Ind therfoze eucry body diſpiſeth it 


the moze, and caſteth it awaie, the moze that he hath of 


that ercellencie of the ſoule, and the nigher that he is to 
god, and other heaucnly myndes, neyther wpll vſe this 
pleaſure often, excepte it be ſuche as haue but beaſtiy 
vple, and abtecte myndes, and e of 


haue taken muche 


ples, that lyued together without catnall dealyng, as 
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dyle nature, and veray little of that high and celeſttall 
nature. You wpues, whan you put of your ſmockes, 
put on ſhamefaſtnes, and kepe alwace bothe date and 
nyghe, bothe in company of other men and of your huſ⸗ 
bandes, bothe in the lyght and in the darke, that moſte 
honeſt vapleofnature. Let neuer god, let neuer angels 
les, let neuer your owne conſcience eſpp you bare of the 


couer of ſhamefaſtnes , Foz there is noth moze S6emfeſt 
foule and lothſome, than you be, if pou be nabes of that nefft. 


Couer; The wpſe and ſad poet Heſiodus wolde not 
haue women to put of their ſmockes in the nyghtes, dy 
cauſe the nightes be the immoztall goddes. 


Cotieoloty. The. vil. Chapter. 


Icero, calleth ieoloſp after thopinion of the ſto⸗ 
icke philoſophers, a cate of a mans mynde, leſte 
an other huldehaue as well as he, that thynge, whi⸗ 
che hym ſelfe woulde entoye alone. It is called alſo a 
feare, leſt an other man ſhulde haue in commen with 
him that thyng, whiche he wold haue to be ſeuetallp his 
owne . what wozdes lo euer they expounde it with, ve⸗ 
rily it is a ſoze veracton and agony, and a berap cruel 
tyzannye, whiche as longe as it teigneth and rageth 
in the houlbandes herte, lette the wyfe neuer hope to 
haue peace. It were better foz them bothe to bee deade, 
than any of them to fall into icoloſp, but ſpectally the 
man. what peynes 0:2 toutment can be compared, both 
fo: hym that is vexed with the inquietnes of teoloſp, 
and hym of whome the feare is © Therof ryſeth gro⸗ 
nynge, complapnynge, criynge, with hate bothe of hym 
ſelfe and other, and perpetuall ſuſpection of harme, 
and chydyng, bzaulyng, fyghtynge, [ 
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der. F023 we haue bothe red and heard tel of many, thas 
baue dapne they; wpues, moued onelp with teololp, + - 
The which affection dooeth alſo tage in wylde beaſtes: 
Foz Atiſtotell wzyteth, that the lyog wyll all to teage 
the lyones. if he take hir in adulttye. Ind J mp ſelfe, 
with many other mo, haue ſeen the Cocke ſwanne kpll 
dis henne, becauſe ſhe folo wed an other cocke. Thete⸗ 
foze let the woman labour withall hir power, leaſt this 
kantaſpe come bpon hir huſbande: 02 it u come vppon 
— to get hym out of it, and cauſe hym to leaue it. 
nd that (hall ſhe dooe onely by one meane, that is if 
Gant, ſate noz do, that hit huſoande mate take ſys 
p 


cton ok. Sapnct Paule, ſainct Hieronpme, Iriſto- 

and many other great and wyſe men counſaile betie 
well, that folkes neyther dooe pll, no; any thynge that 
| longeth to yll. 19 * = 
C Paraduenture thou wylte ſaie, that this is an harde 
thyng. Foz who can rule other mens ſuſpciouſness - 
Ves, many wates. Fy;ſte if thou lyue chaſtly, and that 
is the teadieſt wate. Foz tyme euer bzyngeth foozth the 
trouthe, and tyme cauſeth the falſcheade to fade and 
vaniſche awaie, and confirmeth and ſtrengtheth the 
trouth . It thou be good, and haue a ieolous huſband, 
pet maieſt thou hope that he wyll putte awaie that vn- 
quietnes of mynde. But and thou be 


bandes ieoloſye gyltles, thou arte happie, if gylty, thou 
arte bnhappie. Therfoze ſhalte thou bothe loue thyne 
huſbande, and labour that he mate perceyue hym ſelfe 
loued: but beware that thou bſe no feignyng noz dil⸗ 

@&mulacion : Foz than the moze craftely that he ſeeth 


the 
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the dilſemble,the moze ſoze will he hate the. Foꝛ feigning Pfimutes 
neuerlyghtly cometh to the poynt that it is purpoſed: 
but fo; the moze parte cleane contrarie, | 
CJ geue womep often warnynge, and ofte'in deede 
they nede warnpnge, and muche moze the men, that 
they dilcetue not theim ſelfe, ſuppoſyng to bee no fozce, 
whether one do a thyng in deede, oz ſeme to dooeit. Foz 
they be but fooles and ignozaunt, that wene they ſhall 
alter the nature of thynges with colourynge and key⸗ | 

ng. Let hit ſhewe hit ſelfenot onely to loue no man N. 

o well as hir huſbande, but alſo to loue none other 
at all but hym. Jf ſhe loue any other, leat it be but foz 
hir huſbandes lake: oz if (he can not loue hir houl⸗ 
bandes frendes, pet let hir not hate theim. Foz there be 
many men, that can be well contente, and there to verie 
gladde, to haue all other thynges in comon with theyz 
wpues, extepte frendes . Ind in the ſame mynde be wy⸗ 
ues to, as concernyng theyz maydes, and other women 
that they loue. whan ſhe is foozthe abzode, let hir vſe 
great deinurenes, neyther loue gladly to kepe compa⸗ 
nye, 02 comon with other womens huſbandes, neyther 
with women that hauea naughtie name, neyther abyde 
the ſyght of any baude: as foz letters, lette hir neyther 
eue noz receiue, hir huſbande vnknowyng. Leat hir 
peake but lyttell of other womens huſbarides . Hey⸗ 
ther pꝛaiſe theyz fayzenes,0z any good p20pzetee of their 
perſon, neyther gladly geue an eare vnto any that pꝛai⸗ 

. ſeth theim, nozloke muche vpon theim, neyther do any 
thyng afoze theim, that ſhoulde be occaſion to any body 
to ſu vll. Theſe muſte I nedes ſaie, becauſe that 
J woulde ſhe ſhoulde not onely eſchewe harme, but alſo 


tuety thyng that beareth the colour of harme, 
” Nowe 
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¶ Nowe will J ſpeake of the womans ieoloſp, whiche 
iFlhe haue any, J will not greatly go about muche re⸗ 
medy, to get it awate, ſo it bee not to muche and to vio⸗ 
lente, and trouble peace of all the hoe, and vexe hit 
huſbande. Fo2 if it were ſuche, than it were good ko 
to ſeke temedy. Fyꝛſt and fozmoſte let the woman con- 
ſydze, that hir huſbande is hit lozde, noz that ſhe mate 
dooe by tyght all that he mate. Fo the man is not ſo 
muche bounde as the woman to kepe chaſtitee, at leaſte 
wates by the lawes of the wozlde, foz by goddes lawe 
bothe be bounde in lyke . Leat hit conſidze, that the man 
lyueth moze at libertee than the woman, and hath moze 
to care fo2. Foz ſhe hath nothynge to ſee to, but Hirhoz 
neſtie. Lette hir ſtoppe hir eares vnto ſuche, as tell hir 
apo — huſbande, and thynke they dooe it but to pyke 
a thanke. 
¶ Bermpone, wyfe bnto Cadmus the kynge of The⸗ 
bis, whan ſhehadde gone krome hir huſbande, maued 
by teoloſp, ſhe complayneth and ſozoweth in the tra: 
gedie of Euripides the poete, ſaiyng,that muche refozt 
of women vnto hir had vndone hir, becauſe ſhe hadde 
geuen lyſtenynge and credence bnto thoſe (clande⸗ 
ters. Therfoze if a woman purpoſe to fozſake hir huſ⸗ 
bande foz his concubines, oz els foz to bzaule ſoze with 
hym, leat hir call vnto remembzaunce the woozdes.that 
a certaine man ſpake ones, whan he chaſeda fugytiue 
ſeruaunt that he had, and he ran into the backe houſe : 
J am glad (faced he) to ſe the there as I wolde haue put 
the, and J had catched the: ſo leat the wyfe thynke, that 
the coude do nothyng that houlde moze pleaſe hir huC- 
bandes concubyue, than if ſhe renne frome hir houſe 
And hit haſbande, oz elles be at debate with hym. — 


5 —————— — 


than ſhe wpl thynke to haue his fauour the moze, whan 
ſhe ſeeth his wyke taſte it of with hir frowardnes; bez 
ſyde the ſpeache of people, whiche thynge is wozſe fo; 
a woman, than to ſuffre any kynde of peyue with hir 
houlebande, * * | 
¶ we reade inſtozyes, thatyonge and newe maryed 
women, whan their houſbandes many tymes foz the 
loue of huntynge hathe layne out all night, they haue 
ſuſpected them with other women, and folowed them in 
the wooddes and fozeſtes, and there in the darke haue 
been kylled with arrowes, and tozne with dogges, in 
the ſteade of wylde beaſtes, and ſuffered great peyne foz 
they: curious teololy . But howe muche moze curteſly 
and wyſely dyd Tertia Emilia, wyfe vnto Affricane 
the kyꝛſte, whiche whan ſhe ſawe that hir houſebande 
had a fantaſpe vnto one of hir maydes, diſſembled the 
matter. leſte ſhe ſhoulde ſeme to condempne, of inconti⸗ 
nency the vanquiſſher of the wozlde, and the pꝛynce of 
hir countrey, and alſo hit ſelf of umpacience, that coulde 
not ſuffre a wzonge of hir huſoande, whiche was the 
nobleſte man of the woꝛzlde in his tyme. But becauſe 
no man ſhulde thynke, that ſhe kepte any grutche in 
hir hette, ſhe maryed that ſame woman, that had been 
hir houſebandes concubyne, vnto an honeſt man of hir 
owneſcruauntes, ſuppoſynge, that if folkes departed 
out ofthis lyfe, haue any remembzaunce oz felynge of 
wozldly matters, that dede ſhulde be a great pleaſure 
vnto hir hulbandes ſoule. 
¶ This wyſe women knewe well enough, that ſhe was 
the wyke and the lady of the Houſe, whether ſo euer hir 
hulſbande went. Ind if he ſhonlde beare any grudge, 
| that hir huſvande ſhoulde lye 3 other women, that 
=. : (VE v $ 1. us. l 
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were but a fantaſy of bodily pleaſure, and not of lone. 
Mozeduer, if the wyfe ſhulde take diſpleaſgre with 
hir houſebande, ſhe ſhulde but pzouoke hym the moze: 
and it che ſuffre bym, ſhe ſhall the ſoner reclayme hym, 
and ſpecially whan he dothe perceyue and compare to 
Ra gentle maners, and his concubynes vbnrea- 
ſonable pzyde : foz ſo Terence, a peyncter and declarer 
of the wozldes condicions, w2tteth in the comedy called 
Hetyza, that Pamphilus was gotten frome Bacchis 
bis concubyne, whom he loued ſo well: and bzought as 
- wate his mynde vato his wyke, after that he had ones 
conſydered and knowen well hymn ſelfe, and Bacchts, 
and his wyfe that was at home, eſtemynge bothe thepz 
maners as they were in dede, how his wyte was, as an 
honeſte woman ought to be, ſobze, demute, & ſhamfaſt: 
and howe the ſuffered all the harmes and wzonges that 
hit huſbande dyd vnto hir, and kepte hir diſpleaſure 
in cloſe:than his mynde by littell and littell ouercomen, 
partly with pitie, that he had on his wyfe, partly with 
wꝛonges doone by Bacchis, fell cleane out frome Bac⸗ 
chis, and tourned all his loue vnto his wyfe, ſeyng ſhe 
was of condicions accozdynge to his appetite. Thus 
ſateth Terence. S 
¶ Neyther J wyl let paſſe the dedes ok that noble wo⸗ 
man, whiche whan hir huſbande was taken with loue 
of an other mans wyte, and (he ſawe him go datlye vn⸗ 
to hit with ieoperdy ol his life, becauſe of the womans 
huſbande and hit bzetherne, that lape ſtyll in watche 
fo: hym, (ated vnto hir huſbande in this maner : pz 
I ſepou can not be gotten awate frome the loue of that 
woman, neyther J wyll require that of you, J deſpze 
you onelp, that you loue not with ſo great teoperdye of 

| | pour 
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pour lyfe : he ſatethj ſhe wyl be content to go with pou. 
Thetekoze bzynge hir home vnto your owne caſtell, 
and J ſhall teauc hit all this the moſte goodlyeſt part 
of the place, and go my ſelte into an other, and J pꝛo⸗ 
mpſe you of my fayth, to entreate hit none other wyſe 
than myne owne ſyſter: yf you fynde contrarye, dyue 
me out of the houſe, and let hir abyde. So in conclu⸗ 
ſion ſhe perſwaded hir houſebande: and vpon a nyght 
he bzoughte his concubyne in to his caſtell, ſoze trem⸗ 
blyng andfearyngehir louers wyfe. But ſhe receyuced 
hir moſte gentelly and courtefly, and bzought hir in to 
hir chambze, noz neuer called hir but ſyſter, and ſente 
vnto hit twyſe a date, and commaunded ſhe Hulde bee 
entteated moze tcndzely and dayntily than hit owne 
ſelfe, without anp token of hate, either in wozd oz dede, 
Than ſaied ſhe vnto hir houſebande : Nowe mate pou 
vſe your loue with leſſe care and ieoperdy. So the man, 
of an holle pere came not at his wife: whiche was bothe 
fay;erand moze noble of byzthe, and honeſt, and in all 
poynctes moze goodly than his concubyne . what ſhee 
thought in hir mpnde, onely god knoweth: but as karre 
as men coulde perceyue, (he toke no diſpleaſure with 
the matter at all, ſpecially after ſhe had rydde hir hul⸗ 
bande out of teoperdy . Muche was the in the churche, 
and muche in pꝛaper, and cuery man knewe wel enough 
hit trouble, but no man knewe that euer ſhee grutched 
oz complapned. Within a pere, this man tourned his 
mynde hollp vnto his wyfe, and beganne to hate his 
concubyne deadly, and at the laſt put hit awate, and ſet 
all his loue vpon his wpfe, in ſo muche that euer after 
he ſaicd, that all his mynde, his lyfe, and his herte was 
in hir, and no we he ſateth, he "_ "—__ longe * 
' Eu 
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it it hulde chaunce hir to dye. I wyll not name theim, 
becauſe thep be bothe on lyue. 
C Theſe examples haue J bꝛought of theim that haue 
an euident cauſe of teoloſp. Foz as foz theim that be not 
ſure of any cauſe, and vnreaſonable, and intollerable, 
and cauſe great veracion,bothe vnto their ſelfe and vn⸗ 
to their huſbandes, fo2 an offence, that they wotte not 
whether it be ſo oz not, as many do, whiche either loue 
tno2dinatly,oz folowe their owne fantaſies oyer muche. 
they take lyght ſuſpiciouſnes and feble contectoures, 
fo: great and euedent argumentes . It hir houſbande 
bourde with an other woman, let not the wyke ſtreighte 
. Cuſpecte, that he loueth hir. A great parte of this af- 
kection commeth of beleue, and ryſeth after-of opini⸗ 
on and ſuſpection, than matter in dede , Therkoꝛe lette 
not the woman be taken with euery lyght ſuſpection, 
whiche ought not to be moued oz agreued though ſhee 
knewe any thyng in dede. 


Cot raymentes. The. viii. Chapter. 


Lſo rayment in Iyke wyſe as all other thynges 
A.oughte to be referred vnto the houſebandes will, 
the lie ſpmple tapment, let hir be content to weare 
it. Foz ił ſhe deſyze moze goodly and coſtly, than it ap⸗ 
pereth, that ſhe trymmeth not hir ſelfe ſo muche foz hir 
houſbandes eies as other mennes: whiche ts no poynct 
of an honeſt woman what ſhuld a woman do with gold 
0: ſiluer, that is a Chꝛiſten woman, and alſo whoſe huſ⸗ 
band deliteth not therin * Thou woman, wylt thou not 
apply thy ſelfe vnto Chziſtes rayment at thy houſban- 
des byddyng whiche oughteſt, ik he wolde haue it fo, to 
weate the diuelles habite. 

Sapncte 
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CSatinceImbz2oſe ſpeaketh of peinctyng in this ma⸗ 
ner. Hereot᷑ (ſaieth he) cometh thoſe inflaniynges of vi⸗ 
ces, to peincte they2 faces with colours, leaſt men ſhuld 
myllyke theim, and with the adultery of they: face, they 
go about adultery of they body . Yohatamadnes is tt, 
to chaungethe naturall ymage, and take a picture;and 
whiles they feare they: huſbandes iudgement, to vtter 
they: owne e Fo: ſhe geueth fyꝛſt iudgement ok hir ſelke, 
that woulde bee other wyſe than ſhe was boꝛne: and ſo 
while ſhe gothe aboute to be lyked of other, fyzſte of all 
ſhe diflyketh hir ſelfe, 

¶ Sainct Imbꝛoſe in theſe woozdes ſheweth what his 
mynde is, ik the houſebayde haue not ſpeciallye com⸗ 
maunded his wpfe to dooe ſo. Nepther any wyſe man 
wyll commaunde it. But ik he dooe commande, oz it ſhe 
knowe that it be his will, than foz his mynde and plea⸗ 
ſure leat hir dooe this. But than ſhall ſhe ſaie as ſainct 
Heſter ſated, whan (he was apparelled and tyzed with 
all the diuels pompe. Thou knoweſt good loꝛde (ſatied 
ſhe) my neceſſitee, and that J abhozre this ſigne of pꝛide »» 
and of myne honour vpon my heade on the dates of my >» 
pompe, and J courſe it as a cloute defyled with bloude, >» 
neyther vſe to weare it on ſuche dates as J mate beeat »» 
reſt. Therkoꝛe ifa woman bee at hic Iybertee to weare »» 
what apparell ſhe lyſte, leat hirremembze, that there is >» 
no cauſe greatly deſp:ed, wherfoze ſhe oughte to deſp;e 
to be pꝛoudely and goodly apparelled, ſepng ſhe is ma⸗ 
ryed, and hath caught already that, whiche other ſaieth 
they hunte foz with ſuchenettes, 

C.Dainct Cypꝛian the marty: byddeth maryed wo⸗ 
men take heede, that thei dooe not flater and excuſe their 
owne fantalyes, and lykynges in theim lelfe with 1 
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hulbandes, leaſte whan they late theyz huſbandes foz 
22 excuſe, they take them fo: fellowes and acceſſaries 
ha ue ſhewed myne opinion afoze already, as con⸗ 
cernyng apparell:nowe it is beſte to geue an eare vn- 
to ſainct Peter and Paule, whiche bad a chziſten wyfe 
weare ſumple rayment, and bee moze goodly in holp⸗ 
nes of lyuyng. than golde oz pꝛecious ſtones. And in 
deede an honeſt woman hath other moze goodly atire- 
mentes, whiche as the wiſe man Ziſtus layeth, ſtan- 
deth in chaſte demeanour and honeſt bzynayng vp of 
hir chyldzen, as Cozneclia Gracchus wpfe was wont to 
ſaie: and alſo in hit huſbandes honour, oꝛ wozſhyp. 

C The wtfe of Philo the wile man, whan ſhe went foꝛth 
vpon a time without a golden garland on hit head, and 
other noble women dyd weare, one aſked hir, why ſhe 
had none, ſhe anſwered againe: The huſbandes honour 
and vertue is ornament enough vnto the w yfe, 

C who dyd not mozeregarde the wyfe of Cato, whi⸗ 
che was no berp riche man, thanal the wiues of a great 
meany of Publicannes, whiche flowed in goodes e Allo 
it was mozehonour fo Fantippe to be wife bnto pooze 
Socrates, than either vuto Dcopa, oz any other ryche 
man in thoſe dates. Democrates ſaieth, that the oꝛna⸗ 
ment ofa woman is (mall appareil and lyttell ſpeache 
and ſhe is the moſte honourable that hath the beſt huſ⸗ 
bande , Not withſtandynge, as J woulde haue a wyfe 
to ble no pꝛecious apparell, lykewyſe no moze doo Ja⸗ 
lowe fylthy and floberye rayment. Alſo ſome thynge 
muſte be done foz the tyme, place, and common cuſtome, 


but not excedynge, but rather muche leſſe than they 
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C Iriftotle in his bokes of houſe keppng woulde haue 
a woman to bleleſſe raymente and apparcll, than the 
lawes and cuſtomes of the citee dose apoynt . Foz (he 
ought to conlpder (ſateth he) that neyther goodlp clo- 
thong. noz excellent beautie, noz abundaunce of goide, 
(hall cauſe a woman ſo great wozihyp, as ſhall ſobze- 
nes in all thynge, and ſtudie to lyue chaſte and honeſt⸗ 
ly, Therfoze ought ſhe rather to regarde reaſon, ver- 


tue, and holynes, than vayne iudgementes and erront- 


ous cuſtoines, whichehaue been bzoughte vp by ſome 
bngracious folkes ; and accepted, and confirmed by 
the coꝛtupte and foolyſſhe fantaſyes of the coinon peo⸗ 
ple. voherfoze ſome good and vertuous wyues ought 
with one aſſent to relyſt and goe againſte ſuche cuſto⸗ 
mes; and by (klendze and ſymple appatell do theim ſelfe 
that is conuemente, and ſhewe exaumple vnto other, 
what waie they ought to take: and it hulde be a greats 
tet pzaiſe foʒ them to put awaie an yllcuſtome, than foz 
lowe it. Hot there is no diſpayʒe, but ſome mate bzinge 
downe that againe, whiche was bzought vp by ſome. 

Foz the conſent and agreement of good women ſhoulde 
pꝛeuaple as muche in goodnes, as the conſent of pll 
women hath pꝛeuapled in naughtines, if they woulde 
ones begynne to ſtryue together. who ſhoulde paſſe os 
ther ta honeſtie, meaſure, and chaſtitee, and recken it 
a wozſhyp to gette the victozte in theſe thynges, and not 
in the boſtynge of ryches : whiche thynge dooeth ſoone 
induce lyght myndes into a greatte enuie, and ſtryfe, 
but lewe doeth enuie that an other ſhulde he moze ber⸗ 
tuous than ſhe, oz moze pacient, oz loue hit huſbande 
better: but many dooe enuie, if an other ſhoulde haue 
moze apparell, chapnes, bzouches, . = 
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than ſhe . O pzoude and foolyſſhe beaſtes, euen created 
vnto banitee and pompe, here vppon ryſeth ſtryfe and 
zocedeth kooꝛthe with ſuche feruent inyndes, as Cato 
atcth berate wyſely in the ſtozy of Linus, that the riche 
women woulde haue that, whiche none other ſhoulde be 
able to come by. Ind on the other ſyde, the pooze wo⸗ 
men, leaſt they ſhulde be diſpiſed and naught ſet by, by 
that meanes thei ſtreigne them ſelfe aboue they power. 
Ind fo whan they be aſhamed of that, that they ſhulde 
not, and nothynge aſhamed of that, they ſhoulde bee, 
they robbe bothe they: huſ bandes and their childzen, to 
clothe theim ſelle with, and leaue hunger and pouertee 
at home, that they maie go foo:the theim ſelte laden with 
ſylke and golde . voherfoze they compell theyz huſban⸗ 
des vnto ſhametull craftes to gette hy, and myſcheudus 
deedes, with theyz whynynge and gronyng, leaſt their 
kyns women, alyaunce, oz thepz neyghbour ſhuldeſeme 
tychet 02 moze glozyoufly apparelled than thet.Ind pet 
all theſe outtagious and intolletable thynges mought | 
be ſuffered, if they dyd not ſell awate they; chaſtitee, to 
gette thereby that they: huſbandes either wyll not geue 
theim, ozels fo: lacke can not geue. 
¶ some temedy ſhulde be founde fo; theſe euilles, ei⸗ 
ther by the conſent and agrement of ryche mens wines, 
whiche with they; example ſhalde reuoke other againe 
vnto better mynde: oz els ſome lawe woulde bee made, 
ſuche as the lawe was in Rome called Opptus lawe, to 
bꝛydle and meaſure womens coſtelynes. (Theſe Chyi⸗ 
ſten pzeachers, ſhouldefolowe the eraumple of the pa⸗ 
gane Pythagozas, oz rather paſſe hym in ſuche a goods | 
lye ſttyte, of whome the cronicler Juſtyne wztiteth in 
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¶ Vythagoꝛas taught women chaſtiteeand obedience 
vntotheis houlbandes, and often dyd tell theym, that 
the mother of bertues was ſobze dyet and harde fare: 
and he bꝛought to paſſe with continuall diſputyng and 
pꝛeachynge bnto thepm, that the wyues layde awape 
golden and garniſſhed clothes, and other oznamentes 
of theyz ſtate, and refuſed theim as inſtrumentes of 
ryotte and ſuperflyitee . Foz he affirmed, that the true 
garniſſhynge and oznamentes of wpues was chaſtitee, 
and not clothyng. 17. 


CT Of walkyng abꝛode. The. ix. Chapter. 


J© is becommynge foz maryed women to go leſſe a⸗ 
bzode than maydes, becauſe they haue that. whiche 
that maydes ſhulde ſeine to ſeke. Therfoze lette theim 
caſt all their mynde to kepe wel them that thei haue gots 
ten, and ſtudy to pleaſe them onely , The maker of the 
lawes of the Lacedemontans bad, that the wiues,whan 
they went fozthe abzode, ſhulde couer theyz faces, bez 
cauſe it was not conuentent foz them, epther to loke on 
other men, oz to be loked vpon of other men, . 
they haue at home altedy, whome all onely they ought 
to loke bpon, and be loked bpon withall. Whiche cu⸗ 

ſtome the people of Perſelande, and al the eaſt quarter 
of the wozlde, with moſte parte ofthe Grekes dyd vle, 
C But J wolde not they ſhulde wzappe their heade, as 
nowe a dapes the cuſtome is to do in many countreies 
of Europe, that is to go vnknowen, and vnlene of o⸗ 
ther folkes, but theim ſelfe bothe to ſe and to knowe o⸗ 
ther. In the whiche doynge J wondze not ſo inuche of 
the womans delite, delite quod hee Nay J wolde ſap,the 
thycke ſhameleſnes vnder that then couer, as J oo 
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their hulbandes foltſhnes, that dooe not le, howe great 
an occaſion of viciouſnes it is. Thet wyll do no harme 
A ſaie they: well, Þ woulde they had neuet doone. 

though they wolde do none, yet it is not good to 
open ſuche a wyndo we of libertee. Therfoze let the wo⸗ 
mens faces be bare ot clothes, but cloled and couered 
with ſhamkaſtnes · Foz that coueryng was not ſo muche 
oꝛdeyned to couer the woman, that no man (huld ſe hir, 
as it was, that ſhe ſhulde ſe no man. 

C Fauna wife vato Faunus, kynge of Thabozigines, 
lyued many yeres, and yet dyd neuer man ſe hit, but 
Fauuus hym ſelfe. Therfoze after hir deathe, he was 
wo:lhipped foz a goddeſſe, and named the good god 
deſle, and hit ſacrafice was kepte, that no man mought 
taufully come to it, neyther any pmage of male beaſt be 
there while it was a doyng. Noz J ate not this becauſe 
IJwolde haue women continuallp ſhette vp and kepte 
in, but becauſe J wolde haue them go ſeldome abzode, 
and be littell amonge men: whiche thyng they ſhall beſt 
content their huſ bandes with all. 

¶ what pleaſure thynke you it was vnto kynge Ty⸗ 
granes, whiche whan he had byd Cirus kyng of Perſe 
Into a banket, and after the banket was done, muche 
communicacion there was of the comely perſon and 
fairnes of Cirus, than Tygranes aſked his wife what 
the thought by Cy2us ! Uetily ſaied ſhe, J can not tell: 
fo: ſo god loue me, all the banket while, J neuer loked 
at any man but you. 

¶ vertuous wife wyl neither gladly here other men 
noz of thetm, nozdifpute of any mannes perſon. Foz 
what hath ſhe a do with other mennes fay:cnes, whiche 
_ ought to count all in lie fayze and foule, e 


— 


A CHRISTEN':' VY OMAN, - 99 
buſbande; Let hit thynke hym fapzer than any o 
moze pꝛopet than any other, lyke as the mother dothe 
hir onely childe . In the Canticles of the Byble, the 
ſpouſe thynketh his ſpouſe fapzeſt of all nomen and 
agayne, ſhe thpnketh hym the kayzeſt ol all men. Lpke 
wiſe Duellius had a great fayour vnto his wpues fint- 


» plicitee, I wpll tell it in ſaynt Yierontines wozdess. . . 


¶ Nueilius (ſaieth he) whiche had the firſte triumphe . 
at Rome, fo; batcaile on the ſea, maried a goodly inalde, >, 
called Bilia, whiche was ſo vertuous and chaſte that. 
ſhee was exaumple vnto all other in that ſame wozlde, „ 
whan it was not onely-a byce, but alſo a wonder to lee ,, 
a woman nought. vpon a tyme this Dueclltus, „, 
whan he was aged and weake and tremblyng, chaun- ,, 
ſed to kalle out and chide with an other man, in whtche „ 
wozdes, that other man rebukedhym of his ſtynkynge ,, 
bzethe . Do he wente home diſpleaſed there with, and „ 
there blamed his wyfe, becauſe ſhe never had tolde-him ,, 
that he myght haue founde ſome remedy koz it: Jwoide „, 
haue tolde you ſaied ſhee, but that Þ went euery mans „ 
bzethe had ſmelled ſo . This noble and chaſte woman 
was to bee pꝛapſed: foz whether ſhe dydde not knowe 
the kaute ot hir huſvande, oz ſuffered it pactently, and 
becauſe hir houſbande dyd ſoner lerne his faute-and 
hurte of his body by his ennemies yll woꝛdes, than his 
wpues lothyng. The ſame thynges men ſaie, chaunſed 
vnto Hiero kynge ot Siracuſe. 

¶ But thoſe women can not ſate ſo, that kyſſe many 
men afoze they haue huſbandes, and many whan they 
haue houſebandes. what demurenes J wolde haue 
kepte abzode, it mate be perteyued well enough. by that 
whiche J woulde haue + inhir chamber — 
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with hir huſbande by nyght. wherto ſhoulde J ſpeake 


of that rude and vncomly maner, whiche is vſed in ma⸗ 
ny countretes, that men and their wyues ſhall waſſhe 
bothe together in one bayne £ This cuſtome is not ones 
to be named: fo2 it is rather beaſtly than mete foz anp 
CJ wolde haue a woman to here but fewe woozdes, 
namely where men talke 2: and ſpeake leſſe. Ind if ſhe 
thynke ſhe ſhall here oz ſee any buclenly thyng, conuey 
hir ſelfe awate quickly. | 
 Ckpynge Hiero, whome J ſpake of here befoze, con⸗ 
dempned the poet Epicharmus in a great ſumme of mo⸗ 
ney, becauſe he had reherſed an vnclenly matter in the 
quenes pzelence. 
¶ Auguſtus Ceſar, gaue acommaundement, that no 
woman ſhulde come and ſe wzaſtlers, becauſe they were 
wonte to wzaltlenaked . Nozit was no wonder that he 
dpd ſo, fo2 this Ceſar was he that made the lawes of 
chaſtitee and adultery . Therfoze J wolde not haue a 
woman to ſpeake,ercept it be a thyng that ſhuld do hurt 
to be kept in. Neither here, 02 at leſt wyſe geue no hede 
vnto ſuche matters as partaine not to thencreaſyng of 
bertue.The poet Juuenall rebuketh ſuch women as be 
wyſe, what the people of Seres and Thzaſe dooe: and 
what ſturryng is all the wozlde ouet. 
¶ aiſo Cato in his ozacion, that he made of women, 
wolde an honeſt wyfe ſhulde be ignozant, what lawes 
be made 02 annulled in hit countrey, oz what is done a⸗ 
monge men of lawe in the courte. Ind here bpon roſe 
this common ſaipng of the Grecks : — woogkes 
ought tobe webbes of clothe, and not eloquent ozact- 
ons + Ind Ariſtotle lateth,it is leſe rebuke foz a nw 
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bebuſietoknowe, what is done in his kytchyn, than foz 
the woman, what is dooen without hir houle . Therkoze | 
he byddeth, that ſhe (Hall neyther ſpeake noz heate at all 
ot any mattiers ofthe realme. im 
¶ Sencke wateth , that his aunte, foz ſyxtene pere to⸗ 
gether, while hirhuſvande was pꝛeſident in Jegypte, 
was neuer ſeenefoo:the of hir houſe, no2 neuer recctued 
into hir houſe anpe of that countrep : no2 neuet aſked 
any thynge of hir huſbande, noz ſuffered any thyng to 
be aſked of hir ſelfe . Therfoze ſaieth he, that ſame coun⸗ 
trey, whicheis verate blablyng, and wyly to finde faute - 
with thep: rulers; in the whiche many a man hath ru- 
led without faulte, howe bee it not without pll name, 
pet they gaue reuerence vnto hit, as a ſpeciali exaumple 
of holynes, and kepte in all they: raylyng woꝛdes, whi⸗ 
che ts hearde koꝛ hym to doo, that hath a pleaſure in teo= 
perdous conſceites. And yet vnto this daie they woyſſhe 
fo: ſuche an other as ſhe, thoughe they haue no hope to 
get hir. It had bene a great thynge, if the countrey had 
iykedhtr but. rv. dates, but it was a gteattet thyng, 
that they knewe hir not. Theſe be Senekes wooꝛdes. 
Foz that holy and wiſe woinan vnder ſtode well enough 
that ofte accompantyng with men Ide ze ſome 
of hir good name: as it doekHno good to fyne clothe to 
be handled of many. | wum un 
C There be ſome women, that beare theim ſelfe high of 
other folkes honour, as of they: huſbandes, bother, 
kpnsman; and ſome ot᷑ a frende, with whome they haue 
verate ſmal acqua intance. what a foly is this to handie 
thy ſelfe ſo, that an other ſhall be made good and wooz⸗ 
thye:honoure ,- foz his owne vertue, and thou made 


naught and vuwoozthy honoure, with an other bodies 
THY | vertue s 
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vertue e Ind manp there be, that ſo abuſe they: kynſe⸗ 
mens power, that they make bothe them ſelfe, and them 
that haue the power, hated by the meanes: as the wyfe 
of the bzother of Uitellius the emperour, whiche toke 
moe bpon hir, becauſe of hit bzother in lawes pzincipa- 
ktee, than the emperours wyfe hit ſelfe did. The hedy 
dominacion of the ſiſters of Piero Rynge of Stracuſe, 
moued the people bnto inſurrection, wherewith bothe 
the kynge and all his childzen were deſtroyed. | 
C There was alſo in our dates a certaine noble man, 
that hadde a wonderous pꝛoude wyke, and it chaunced 
hym to be tourned out of all his goodes and poſſeſſtons 
at ones, whom cuery man thought was well ſerued, be 
cauſe the woman vſedhir ſelfe ſo pzoude and arrogant- 
ly vpen hir huſbandes power, 1 J 
C Therfo;e you women, that wyll medle with comon 
mattiers of realines and citees, and wene to gouerne 
people and nacions with the bzaydes'of your ſtomac⸗ 
kes, you go about tohurle downe townes afoze you, 4 
pou lyght vpon an harde tocke: Where bpon thoughe 
pou bzouſe # ſhake countreys verate ſoze, pet they ſcape 
and you petyſſhe. Foz you knowe neyther meaſure noz 
o2dze: and yet whiche is the wozſt poynt of all, you wene 
pou knowe berate well, and wpll bee ruled in nothynge 
after theim that be experte. But you attempte todzawe 
all thyng aſter your fantaſye without diſcrecion. wene 
pou it was foz nothynge. that wyſe men fozbadde you 
tule and gouernaunce of countreys : and that ſaincte 
f. Cen. Paule byddeth, you ſhall not ſpeake in congregacion 
and gatherynge of people © All this ſame meaneth, 
that you all not medle with mattiets of realmes 03 


citees : pour: owne:houlets a citee greatte „ 
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pou; as foz foozthe abzode, nepther knowe pou, noz bee 


pou ad 
C.Thucidides wolde not, that a good woman Houlde 
bee as muche as paaiſed with the common voyte: and 
muche leſſe diſpꝛaiſed. But he wolde ſhe ſhuld be clere: 
ly vnknowen, neyther the common fame to make anye 
mencion of hir. It is no great ſigneof honeſtie fo; 8 
woman to be muche ano wen, talked, and ſonge ot: and 
to bee macked by ſome ſpeciall name in many mennes 
mouthes : as to be called fayze2 oz cocled eyed, ſquynt, 
b;owne, halte, fatte, pale ozleane. Foz theſe thynges 
in a good woman ought to bee vnknowen abꝛode, as 
we haue ſhewed in the boke aloꝛe. Not withſtandynge 
there be ſome that muſte nedes be abzode, foz they: ly⸗ 
uyng, as thoſe that bye and ſell: whiche, if it were poſſi» 
ble, 4 woulde.not that women ſhoulde be putto thoſe 
buſpnefſes:and if it muſte nedes be ſo, let olde women 
do theim, oz matyed women that be paſte mpddle age. 
But it yonge women muſte nedes dooe this, let theim 
— — — — — 
witho pꝛeſumpcion, rather 2 1 they 
marchaundiſe, than in they honeſtie. J (ate this be⸗ 
cauſe of ſome, whiche do entyſe byers to theim with er⸗ 
cedyng flacteryng woozdes But Plautus ſateth, Jt 
is nopopnet mete fo; an honeſt wyfe, but fo; a harlotte, 
to flatter: other men: whole diſceytes within a whyle 
whan men knowen theym, they eſchewe as warelpe 
as the meremaydes ſonge. Dhamefaſtnes ſhall gette 
agreatdealemoze s, whome the byer (hall conte- 
cture bothe by the face and condicions, wyll neyther lie 
no; diltetae theym. A ryche marchaunte hath pleaſure 
in pleaſaunte woozdes and —_ : 2 
| e 
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fewe wyll geue money foz theim: and whan it cometh 
to the marchaundyſe in erneſt, no man wyll beleue ſu⸗ 
che wanton ſpeache. But how ſo euer theſe mattiers be, 
lette a woman euer haue this in mynde and reinems - 
bzaunce, that the onely treaſure of a woman ts Honeſtie 
with Shamefaſtnes. | 
CNowe ſeeyng J woulde haue an honeſt wyfe thus 
82dzed at home, you maie caſily perteiue home J do a» 
towe, that ſhe ſhoulde go to warte and handle atmour, 
whiche J woulde not ſhe ſhulde ones name. Ind wolde 
to god all chuſten men wolde late thetm awaie. Rowe 
that wydowe Judith is vanyſſded awate, whiche was 
but a ſhadowe and ſigntkicacton of thynges to come, 
and with hir conttnence and holynes cutte of the heade 
ot Holopberne, that is to ſaie the deuyll. Nowe Delbo⸗ 
ra, that iudged Jſraell,geueth place vnto the goſpeil ot 
Chztſte : howe bee it ſhe didde not helpe the people of 
god fyghtyng, ſo muche by counſaple and feates of 
warte as by faſtynge, pꝛatynge, and pꝛopheſiynge. 
of the whiche two women ſatnct Ambꝛole, after that he 
had intteated in the boke of wydowes, tourned his ſpea 
che vnto thiſten women, ſaieyng: The churche ouerco⸗ 
meth not their aduerſaries power by ſecular armour, 
but with ſpirituall armour: whichebe tronge 
afoze god to deſtrope the fences and the ſletghtes of ſpi⸗ 
tituall naughtines. Che armour ofthe churche is faith, 
the atmont of the churche is pzaier, whiche ouercometh 
the aduerſarie. nt | 
— not to ſhewe koꝛth abzode any ſigne 
of pꝛeſumpcion, diſdeigne, oz deintee ſtomacke, nepther 
dy wooꝛdes, countenaunce; noz pace: but all ſhall bee 

mple, and ryght foozth, demure, ——— 
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and ſytced with ſhamtaſtneg. Ind becauſe the light min 
des of ſome will be lyghtly ſterred with neuer ſo fittecll a 
blaſt of honour, it is neceſſatie to geue theum warnyng. . 
to be moze ſad and wyſe, than to be moued with ſo litel a 
winde: oz to be ignoꝛãt how t̃ooliſhe and how litel wozth 
that thyng is, whiche we call honour. what matter ma⸗ 
keth it, whether thou bee called Coznelia, 0z maiſtres 
Cozneltae O tendze herte, that wyll be ſterred with one 
ſounde of a woozde. Chou foole, dooeſt not thou lee, 
that thou arte no maiſtres fo: callyng ſo : Howe do thei 
that call women queenes and Empꝛeſſis, do they make 
them ſo, becauſe they call theim Che aungell Gabꝛiell 
called his quene and ladie but Marty by hir name, and 
thou dildeigneſt to bee called by the name of one better 
than thy ſelle . what an ignoꝛance arte thou in of that 
thyng, whiche thou deſyzeſt e Foz men vſe to calle that 
woman their ladie 02 maiſtres, that is they paramout. 
Foz ſhe in deede is a mans ladie and tyꝛanne ouet hym, 
vnto whom he ſerueth humbly and ſubtectly, .. 
C Mozeouer what fo:ce is it, whether thou ſytte 02 
walke kyzſte oz laſte e In ſome countreys, the firſt hath 
the pꝛeheminence, in ſome countreis the laſt, and in ſome 
the myddle. voherfozethis thyug is but made by mens 
opinion, and not by nature, Therfozetf thou wilte doo 
after opinion, and content it, whan ſo euer thou arte the 
koʒmoſte. thynke thy ſelle in that countrep, where the 
koʒmoſte bee pꝛeterred , wohan thou arte in the myddle, 
thynke thy ſelle there, where the myddle hath the ho⸗ 
noure. Ind whan thou arte the laſte, ſuppoſe thou 
arte amonge theim that moſte eſteeme the laſte. Ind ſo 
where fo euer thou arte, thou ſhalte thynke thy ſelfe 
well regarded. J nde bie 
| Dd ii Ind 


with thyne honour, whan thou arc in 
rowme, ſuppoſe thy ſelfe to be a⸗ 

| place is theloweſt. 
oynge out of the wate, foz reuerence 
rowme, thatis nothynge but as the 
(hulde ſuffre the weaker oz the holle, fa⸗ 
oz the luſty and well likynge, the weake 


and ſpeke them ſo fapze, and haue them in ſuche reue- 
rence, but becauſe that luſty and ſtronge nature dothe 
bandle deyntly that other whiche is weake and feble, 
wherin neuer ſo littel an offence wolde ſoone enter, and 
be deape impzinted, iyke as thynne and bzittell glaſſes 
wyll catche harme iyghtly ? Therfoze you get no ho- 
nour by your owne merites, but ofother folkes courte- 


cauſe it is no great let of their iurney, and in the meane 


ſeaſon pet they reft theim ſeife.They ſet you the highelt, 
fo; they can (yt well enoughe benethe you : they geus 
nn ER 
olde, pꝛecious , 

chyidzen, betauſe they ſhall not wepe. oz they recken 


vou no wpſer, than chpldzen ; noz no 2. — 
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longe as you be moued with ſuche childiſſhe 
And to be hoztthey let you haueſuch — 


ach 
as 

ſe diſpleaſe you ſo muche, ifthou lacke theim . Ind it is 
an honour and a pzayſe foz the men, becauſe they ſette 
na by theſe thynges : but becauſe they knowe you 
be of ſuch appetite, no man rekeneth you be moze hono- 
table, becauſe you be honoured of the men, but rather 
tekenneth them cutteiſe and gentle, whiche do geue ho⸗ 
nour vnto them, that they knowe be ſo lothe to lacke it. 
¶ Jam a man my ſeit᷑:not withſtandyng, ſeyng J haue 
taken bpon me to teache you, euen fo2 a fatherly zele 
and chatitee that I bete towarde you. J will neyther 
hyde noz diſſenble any thyng that J ſhall thynke doth 
pertayne bnto your inſtruction and lernyng. Therfoze 
wyll I open vnto you even our ſecretes . Therfoze JÞ 
wolde pe ſhulde vnderſtande, that we do but laughe as 
pou,and mocke you, with that vaine colour of honour, 
and the moze deſp;ous that pe be of honour, the moze 
we mocke you and talke of you in deriſton, and geue 
vnto you abundantly that peuiſhenes, whiche you call 
honour. But we geue it not foʒ naught . Foz you geue 
agayne vnto bs no littell ſpozte and delectacion with 
the kooliſſhenes of pour opintons and fantaſles. Ttue⸗ 
ly pou vnderſtande not, wherin very honoure dooeth 
ſtande. It is comely to deſerue honoure, but not to 
couete it. Foz it ſhulde folowe and enſue, and not bee 
hunted foz. | 
CNowe it ſhall be a ſygne vnto you, that you deſerue 
our, whan you be not agreued to be bnregarded, 
that ſame thynge that wee call honour, is of ſo 
frowarde nature and diſpoſicton, thatas philoſophers 
wzite, a Crocodile doche ſo, it _ 
| (lll; an 
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andfleeth frome theim that folowe it: and is ſharpe to 
theim that be gentyll to it, and gentyll vnto theun that 
be ſharpe vnto it , Docrates ſaieth. There is no waie 
moze teady vnto honour, than by vertue: the whiche a⸗ 
lonely ſeketh foz none honour, and pet fyndeth it. Da« 
luſt wꝛiteth, that Cato Uticenſis had leauer bee good, 
than ſeme good. Therefoze ſateth he, the leſſe that he 
ſought fo; honour, the moze it purſued vpon him. Ther⸗ 
fo:e the mooſte ſure wate vnto verate honour is vertue, 
whiche neyther can lacke honour, noz taketh indigna⸗ 
cion thoughe it bee diſpiſed. Flatterynges, gloſpnges, 
and fayze woꝛdes, what woman ſo euet rekeneth theim 
honout and pꝛaiſe, is woozthy fo; hir follf to haue none 
other honour oz pꝛaiſe. Ind yet there be ſome ſo madde, 
that thoughe they knowe theym Cſelfe but flattered, yet 
they wene they be pzatſed . What you wzetches, knowe 
pou not, howe karre flatterie differeth frome pꝛaiſe : 
Wene you that is pꝛaiſe, whiche neyther the perſon ſpe⸗ 
keth with his herte, and you knowe to, that it is falſe 
that he ſaieth: and that he ſpeaketh not as he thynketh, 
but eyther to mocke pou, 02 to diſceiue pou with all : 
Beleue no man of pour owne goodnes better than your 
ſelfe , Ind ſhe that ſercheth and knoweth hir ſelfe well, 
fpndeth nothyng in hirſelfe at all, that is woozthy any 
pꝛaiſe, but a mynde, whiche thynketh itſelfe vnwooz- 
thy any pꝛaiſe. It there be any goodnes, it cometh of 
god:and thanke him foz it, geuehim laudes and thanke. 
But tf there be any eupll, it cometh of our owne buhap⸗ 
pineſſe. wherfoze the rebuke ſtandeth vnto our ſelfe, 
and the pꝛaiſe perteineth vnto an other. 
C Noweleeyngthat wozldiy honout is of ſo ſmal pzice, 
it is apoyntof a byle mynde, to enute wozldlp thynges 
nto 
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vnto any other body. Ind if it be ſhame to enuie fo; ho- 
nour, it is muche moꝛe ſhame to haue enuie at other foʒ 
monep, clothing. oꝛ poſſeſſions, Foz yet is honour better 
than ail thei. Nepther it is conuenient to haue enute at 
other foz theit beautie, oz their welfare, oʒ plentuous te⸗ 
ming:thele be the giftes of god, as all other goodnes be, 
that folkes haue. Yoherfoze thet that enuy foz theſe, ſeme 
not to haue enuie at theim, that haue theſe thynges, but 
to blame god, whiche ſo diſtributeth his benefptes. 
And me thynketh there is no moze cauſe why, thet huld 
be enuied, that haue theſe, than they that cary bagage 
in a longe tqurney. Foz what other thynges bee the 
goodes of this wozlde, but a troubleſome caryage and 
gardeupaunte in this lyfe. Yea and wozſte of all, they 
plucke downe with their weighe vnto the erth, myndes 
be goyng toward heauen. But iffnaiebe eſchewed, 
n (hall that vyce lyghtly be put awaie, whiche com⸗ 
monly tyſeth ol enuie, that is ſute, chydyng, ſcoldyng, 
and makyng theim ſelfe buſte about other folkes mat⸗ 
tiers, to ſpie and ſerche what they dooe, what ſaie, 
howe and by what meanes they lyue. Xohiche e 
none honeſt woman will do, but ſuche as be ſhamele 
and woozthy all kynde of rebuke: ercepte they dooe it 
of charitee, tohelpe them and thet lacke . Fo: ſhe ought 
to helpe the pooze man, and ſuctour the ozphane childe. 
Happie is ſhe, it that be hir mynde: of whome the pꝛo⸗ 


phet ſpeaketh in the pſalme on this wyſe : Bleſſed is he, Pat. 40. 


chat taketh vnderſtanding and knowlage vpon a pooze »» 

man: god ſhall deliuet him in the euyll date: our lozde >> 

ſballſauehym and quycken hym, and make hym hap⸗ »» 

pie bpon earth: and ſhall not commit hym to his enne- >» 

mies woll. Our loꝛde ſhall ſuccour hym vpon _ „ 
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| 17 the wyfe haue ſkplle to tule an houſe, with thoſe 
Au. pzopzetees, that we ſpake of befoze, that is Ho⸗ 
neſtte ot body, and great loue towarde hit houſbande, 
chan ſhall all the matiage de moze welthye and koztu⸗ 
nate: foz withont this thirde poynct, can be no encte aſe 
ol houle : and without the other twoo, wedlocke can 
not ſtande: but it is rather a ſoze and perpetuall tour* 
ment. A woman ofLacedemon, taken pꝛiſonet in 
. warre, and aſked ol hir conquerer, what the coulde do: 
J can ſated ſhe, rule an houle. 
.CIAciſtofleſateth, that in an houſe kepyng the mannes 
. to gette, and the womans to kepe. xoherfoze 
nature ſl to haue made them featetull foʒ the _ 
purpole, leſt they ſhoulde be waſters, and > $0 each 
em continuall th and care fo; tackpnge. Jo} 
— . 
muche as ſhe wyll waſte in tyme: and lo they: 
houſe muſt nedes ſoone decape. It is not becommynge 
fozan honeſt wpfe to be a greate ſpender. Noz they be 
Iyghtly no great ſparers of their honeſtie, that bee ſo 
large ot ther money, as Salult ſaith by Dempzonia, 
whiche lette moze pziceby any other thynge, than ſhee 
— 5 — — — a man coulde 
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in bir colfer, neuer fynde wape out agapne: as 
thoughe it were locked in Labyrinth,oz Danaes toure, 
as many women do, whiche ſaue no deſcrecion, howe 
they ſhoulde ſaue and kepe a thynge. Therfoze the E(- 
ſens wolde take nd women with theym vnto that holy 
and teligious lyfe, whiche they ledde: becauſe the wo⸗ 
men toude not a wap with that communaltie ot goodes. 
Fo; what ſo euer a woman ſeeth ones in hir handes, (he 
cannot ſuffreitto go awaye agapne. Therfoze let hit 
vſe hirhowſeholdeto ſobzeneſſe and meaſure. Foz that 
is moze the womans duetie than the mans. But lo pet. 
that (he haue diſcrecion betwene meaſure and auaryce, 
and ſobzeneſſe and nygardſhyppe. Foz it is not all one 
to lyue ſoberly, and be hungrye. Therefoze let hir ſe, 
that hir houſeholde lacke neyther meate noz clothe. In 
whiche popnte, J wolde ſhe ſhoulde here Atiſtotles opt- »» 
nion. Therebe (ſaieth he) thze thynges, wozke, meate, »» 
and cozrectton 2 meate without cozrection and wozke, »» 
maketh theim pꝛoude and manton: and wozkeandcozs »» | 
rection without meate, is a cruell intreatynge, and ma⸗ * 
keth the ſeruauntes weake and feble. Therfoze let the »» 
wpfe geue hir ſeruauntes wozke to do, and ſuffpciente - - 
meate, as is a ſetruauntes duetye. But lette hir 0zdze 
all thynge after hir houſbandes wyll and commaunde- 
ment: 02 at the leaſte in ſuche wyſe as ſhe thynketh that 
hir houſbande wyll be content: neyther be roughe and 
harde with hit meynie, but gentyll and fauourable: 
and as ſayncte Hieronyme ſaieth, moze lyke a mother 
than a mayſtres : and rather obteyne reverence of theim 
with mekeneſſe. thanrygo:ouſneſſe: wher vnto ſhe may 
ſoztely come by the wapes of bettue. Foz as fo; chy* 
dong. bꝛawiyng. radpng,coldyng, and fyghtpng,doth 
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neyther cauſe auctoziteenoz reverence, but rathet hyn⸗ 
dzeth them. But wyſedome, diſcrecion, ſadde condici⸗ 
ons, and grauitec of woozdes and ſentences, bzyngeth 
all thynge better to paſſe, than headpnes and vpyolence. 
F03 we feate moꝛe them that be wyſe and diſcrete, than 
them that be angry and haſtie. And a quiette rule mate 
dooe moze than tygoꝛous. Foz quietnes is of moze au- 
ctozitce than haſty bzeemnes. Howe be it J wolde not 
wpaes ſhulde be luggyſthe and louthfull , but 
tounſaple theum to vſe reyerent grauitee, and neither 
ſyt ſo ſtyll as thoughe thei flepte, no; commaunde ſo 
foolyſihely, to make them ſelfe nought ſotte by, but to 
wake and take hede, and be ſad without crueltee, (harps 
without bitternes, diligent without tegozouſnes. Nets 
ther hate none of their houſeholde. ik it be not a nough: 
tie perſone. And if a ſeruant haue done longe ſeruice i 
hir houle, lette hit take hym none other wple than as 
hit bzother, oz hir ſonne. We loue cattes and dogges, 
that haue been nouriſhed any while in our houſes:than 
howe inuche moze faithfully ought wee to ſhewe that 
fauour vnto out euen chiſten e 
yt 6. CAlfoleruauntes agapne on their partie mult be war⸗ | 
Col 3.et4- ned, to temembzeÞ ſaiyng of ſaynt Paule, that they do 
— 1 their duty diligently, mekelp, and buxomlp, pea and me⸗ 

rily to,andpleaſantiy:noz bable, no murmour againe? 
neyther ſhewe any diſpleafaunt countenaunce, leſt thep 
leeſe the thanke of their labour, bothe afo;e god and 
man. Alſa kepe their handes pure from pyckynge and 
ſtealyng. Jn the whiche popnct all wylde beaſtes be 
moze kynde than many folkes. Foz what wyldebeaſte 
is ſo outragious, that wypl pluckeawate an thynge of 
his pzofet,by whom he hath bennouriſhed and a 
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dpꝛand quite him with ſuche atourne, of whoin he hath 
had ſo many pleaſures e Howe be it no body dothe ſo, 
* they — be of vyle tomackes, and euen woozthy g 
¶ Therfoze ſerupnge maydes hall lone and wozbyp | 


their maiſters and maiſtreſſes , none otherwpſe, than 
though they were they fathers and mothers. Foz the 
| _ nouriſſherandbzinger vp is as a father. Lette the ſer⸗ 
uynge maydes neyther ſatenoz dove any ,wherof 
the good wyfe ofthe houſe oz hir doughters mate take 
any example of vll. Foz many eymes geuynge yll ex⸗ 
ample, is wozle than the dede it ſelfe. But now to {peake 
of che wyues agaync. 

¶ Obedience, and ſerupte optayned by fayze meanes, 
is moze faythfull and pleaſaunt, than that whiche is 
gotten with feare. Foz wold all feare uld beawate, 
but not obedyence. | 
¶ Let not the maiſtres be ouer pleaſaunt of ſpeche to 
hit men ſetuauntes, neither compenable and mery, noz 
pe muche conuerſacion with theim, noz bolde none of 
theim to play and daly with hir. J wolde they ſhulde 
loue hu, but yet not loue hir ſo muche as obeye hit. 
It che wolde not be feared of them as a maiſtreſſe, yet 
cauſe them to reuetente hir as a mother. Fo: ſeruantes 
toutt muche their libertee: and if a littel be geuen them, 
they myll take moze. $6 

CI wpll not byd the man fo firaptly to beware, that 
he make not his ſeruantes ouer homely with him, as 1 
wyll the woman, whiche J wolde ſhulde not be muche 
conuerſaunte amonge hir ſerusuntes, noz medle mo⸗ 
on airy oi: e ee leave 
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jeatie that fo. hit huſdand to do . Let hir be all together 
amonge hir mapdes, whiche J wolde ſhuld be of hone® 
demeanour,-and-chaſt of body, whervnto the maiſtreſſe 
ſhall helpe muche with hir example: and alſo with tea: 
chynge and ſhewynge;and dffigent ouer lokynge, that 
nothyng be hyd from hir, owe hit maydes lyge.Lette 
hirlateremedies agapnlt vice, as it were emen 


lich eneſſes. 
the ſpye 02 ſapect any that dooenot o2dze them 
reife well, noz can remedye it by chidynge oz cozrees« 
cion, put hir out ot᷑ hit houſe, fo; the popſon wyll ſoone 
een ee (6 npghe adore And the ſuſpettous 
people thinketh the maides like their maſtreſſes. Howe 
ofte ſaieth ſapnt Pieronime, that the maiſttoſſes be (ads 
ged and knowen by the maidens* Jn ſo much that there 
tis a pꝛouerbe amonge the greekes, that whelpes haue 
their maiſtreſſes condicions. The yong men in Terence 
do contect the maiſtteſſes CONS FRAY by the mapdes 


courſe and apparell, 
maketh mencton,that wile Utes, 


——— 

„ kylled the ſeruynge mapdes that 
had layen with the wowers, becauſe they bothe ſhamed 
— uked his houſe, and were the occaſions of teo- 
perdy vnto the chaltitee of his wyfe Penelope: but (hee 
hir ſelfe dyd kepe hit occupted with thoſe craftes that 
Iſpake ok in the kirſt boke, and hir ſeruauntes 
at their wozke. Ind ſo dyd chaſte Lucrete, whom the 


dynge ot hir houſe be gotten therby where 
he.pzayſeth an holy woman, ſaieth : Sheſoughtfoz 
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dior: 0 gt by the EN a 
wolle axe, dug — 
handes . Cheano Metapontina, whan one aſked 
what wpfe was Wees, — wtpavereot 
Homer in this maner: 1 
She that woozketh ou wolle aud webde, | 3} at 
87 that diligence (ateththe tale kong) dels made 
Cox a marchandes ſhp ſhyppe, bꝛyngyng hir breadde kram * 
karte countrep,And leſt he hulde ſeme io call bir a lag 
garde, he ſaith mozeouer: And hee roſe bynyght, and 
gaue pzaiſe vnto hit houſeholde, and vnto hit maydes, 
not only woo;ke;but alſo —— of theit labout and 
tefection: wherof whan they haue had ſufficient; Ge 
dealeth the reſt in almes. She hath opened hir hande 
eyes he) to the nedy, and raught hir fyngers aww 
e pooze. : 
CAholy woman ought not to ſette hit mynde ſo am 
on of goodes : but that ſhe diſtribute vnto 
kes, and helpe theim that haue nede, noz that 
p, but largely: remembꝛyuge that (he geueth 
x owne aduauntage, and ſhall recepue muche 
d better rewarde, bothe in this woꝛlde and in an 
he wiſe man ſaleth: Dhe ſhall not care fo; hit yu 
— fo; feare of cold ſuow:ſhe —— wm 
ſhe geue a peny vnto a pooze man, not onely nyga 


gare ee e hir kengers, but alſo wich open 
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mate kepe. howe ſhe mate clothe: and how ſhe mate fede, 
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cately, but pzofitable . Dom be it vertueis yll kepte, 
whiche is moued and inticed with contrary exaumples 
nygh about. Therfoze lette the wyfe hir ſelfe fy2ſte of 
all ſhewe example of ſobze fare, and ſo ſhall (he make 
hir ſeruauntes themoſt eaſily to folowe the ſame:0z eis 
hirſeruaantes wyll thynke it not reaſon to require of 
them, that ſhe wyl not do hir ſelfe.Ind ſo Hall ſhe euet 
haue them murmurynge and grutchynge to keepe hir 
commandement.Therfozelet hit kepe hir ſelfe euer ſo⸗ 
bze; not ſo much becauſe of hit ſeruauntes, as foz hir 
owne ſake. Foz what a filthy thyng is dꝛonkennes and 
onp: The greatteſt aſſailers ofchaltitee and ſham: 
es, and enemies of honeſt name. Foz euety man 
wyll adhozreadzonken woman and a great glotton,as 
an vnlucky ſigne . Euery man knoweth, that chaſtitee 
ſtandeth in ieoperdy amonge exteſſe of meates, 
C I wolde the wyfe ſhuld be ignoꝛant ol nothyng that 
is in hir houſe, but loke vpon all thynge often tymes, 
that ſhe mate haue them tedy in memozie:leſt whan ſhe 
all haue nede of thein, eythet ſhe ſhall not kniowe of 
them, ozels haue muche trouble in ſekyng ol them. Alſo 
conſider in what condicion and ſtate hit houſe holde 
ftandeth,howe muche ſhe maie ſpende: Howe much ſhe 


Foz the wiſe mi ſaieth: She hath conſidered the wates 
c 
02e. 

C.I wolde che ſhulde bee euer amonge hir mapdes: 
whether they be in hit kychen dꝛelſynge of mente, oz els 


ſpynuynge, oz weauyng, 02 ſowyng, oz 1 4 02 
— whylethenuſtrces is by, all thenges (all bee be 
dooen, Jud as the wpſe man ſaed. Nothyug ſhall ber 
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ter kede an hozle, oz better tylle the grounde, than the 
maiſter and the mapſtres to haue an eye to their houſe 
holde ſtoze. There is nothyng that kepeth an houſe lon⸗ 
ger 02 better than dooeth a diligent eie of the good wike, 
¶ And whan ſhe hathe dooen this, let hir be euer buſp 
wich hir owne wozke, neither eate hir bzeadde idell. And 
than daoeth (he obey god, whiche wolde not haue vs to 

ate out bzeadde without ſwette of our face. Ind than 
koloweth the example and pzecepte of ſapnte Paule, Tg 
whiche dyd not eate his bꝛeadde idel amonge theim, vn⸗ 
to whome he ſhewed the miſterics of our lozde, but la⸗ 
boured and topled date and nyght, as muche as he had 
leyſure rome the minyſtrynge of goddes woozde, and 
wzought ſtyl, becauſe he wolde put no body to charge, 
often ceherſpnge, and (aiyng, that he was not woozthy 
to eate, that refuſed laboute. | 
¶ Che wyfe ſhall let no man come in to the houſe, ex⸗ 
pte hir huſbande commaunde. Wwhiche thynge alſo 
Ariſtotle bydTeth . Ind whan hit houſbande is foozth 
à doozes, than kepe hir houſe muche moze dilygently 
ſhutte. Ind pet as Plautus ſaieth, it is conuentent fo: 
a good woman to be all one, bothe in hir hulbandes 
A and pzeſence. 
¶ Ind decauſe the buſpneſſe and charge within the 
houſe lyeth vpon the womans hande, J wolde ſhe ſhuld 
&knowe medytines and ſalues fozſuche diſcaſes as bee 
common, and reigne almoſt daily: and haue thoſe me⸗ 
decines euer pꝛepãted redy in ſome cloſette, wherwith 
ſhe mate helpe hit houſebande, hir littell chyldzen, and 
hir houſeholde menp, whan any nedeth, that ſhee nede 
not ofte to ſeude koz the philicion, oz bye all thynge of 
the potpcaries, 
J wolde 
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CJ woldethe ſhulde knowe remedies foz ſuche diſen⸗ 
ſes as come-often, as the coughe. the murre, and gna⸗ 
wynges in the bealy, the laſke, coſtifneſſe, the wozines, 
the head ache, peynes in the eyes, fo: the agewe, bones 
out of topnte, and ſuche other thynges as chaunce dap- 
ly by lyght occaſions, : 
Cc uer, lette hir learne to knowe, wha#maner 
dpet is good 02 bad, what meates are holſome to Take, 
what to eſchewe, and howe longe, and of what kation. 
And this J wolde ſhe ſhuld leatne, rather of the expeti⸗ 
ence and vſe of ſad and wyſe women, than of the coun⸗ 
ſaple of any phiſicion, dwellyng nyghe about, and haue 
chem diligentely w2itten in ſome littell boke, and not in 
the great valumes of phiſicke, - | | 
CI vertuous-wyfe, whan ſhe hath ryd hir houſeholde 

e and buſpneſlc, (ſhall euety dayeones,if ſhe mate, 
o at theleaſte on the holy dayes, get hir ſelfe into ſome 
ſecrete coꝛner ot hit houſe, out of companpe: and there 
koʒ a whyle, lape a parte oute of hit mynde all care and 
thought of hit houſe, and there with a quiet mynde, ga- 
theryng hir wyttes and remembzaunce vnto hit, deſpiſe 
theſe woꝛldly thynges as trifels, ftaple, and vnſute, and 
that ſone ſhall vanyſſhe awape, and becauſe the lengtge 
of out lyfe is ſo ſhozte, and paſſeth ſo ſwyftly, that it le⸗ 
meth not to be led away, but plucked awapye, nepther to 
departe, but flee away. 6 
Cfter this lette hir lyfte vp hir mynde vnto the ſtu⸗ 
die and contemplacion ofheauenly thinges,by ſome ho⸗ 
{y readynge: than confeſſe hit ſynnes vnto dane 
god, and deſy;emekely pardon and peace ofhym: a 
pꝛape fy;ſte fozhir ſelfe : and than, whan ſheets in moze 
fauoure with god, fozhir houſdande, and TD hir 
, — zen 
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and after fo; all hir houſeholde, that our lo:de 
of his grace wold inſpite good minde into them. 
Paule, the meſſanger of almightie God, . C. y. 
he enfozmed and taught the churche of the Co⸗ 
ryathians, beginnyng, ſateth in this wiſe : Jf any man 
haue a wyfethatis an infidell, pt᷑ ſhe be content to tas 
ty with hym, lette hyin not put hir awaie. Ind pf ane 
Chuſten woman haue an huſbande an infidel, ik he be 
content to dwell with bir, let hir not go fromehym. Foz 
the man, that is an intydel, halbe bleſſed by his faith- 
full wyke: and the woman that is an infidell, ſhall bee 
bleſſed by hit faythfull buſbande , Foz what canſt thou 
tel woman, whether thou ſhalt becauſe of thy huſban« 
| des ſaluacton e Oz what canſt thou telle man, whether 
thou ſhalte becauſe of thy wyues ſaluacion c wohyche 
+ FLCaienge neth partely vnto pzayer. Foz as ſaynct 
James Che contynuall pꝛaper of a good man 
03 a good woman mate dooe muche: and parte vnto the 
example of liupng . Whiche thyng ſaincte Peter thapo⸗ 
tle ſheweth, where he ſateth : Lykewyſe women, be pou 
ſubiectes vntoyourh that they that wyll not 
beleue the wozde,mate be wonne without the wozde, by 
their wpues conuerſacion, whan they conſyder your 
demeanout in holy feare, 
¶ A baue ted ot᷑ many chaiſten women, whiche by their 
meanes haue bzought their huſbandes vnto holy and 
vertuous liupnge: as Domttia , whiche amended hir 
buſbande Flautus Clemens, kyns man vnto thempe⸗ 
tour Domician, + Clotudis wyfe vnto Clodouius the 
kyng of Fraunce:# Juguldis wife vnto Hermogillus 
the kynge of Gothia,# many other women mo, whiche 
baue b;ought their hulbides to good — vertue. 
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_ THE - INSTRY CTION OF 
Of chyldzen and the charge and care about them. The. xi. hay. 


Ixſte of all if thou beate no chyldzen, take it with a 
patient and a content mynde, and in maner teiopſe, 
that thou lackeſt that incredible peyne and buſpneſſe. 
is no place here to declare, what miſery he muſt 
ſuffre, while ſhe is great, what dolour and peryl, whan 
ſhe laboureth: Bozeouer, what werineſſe and care ſhe 
hath in the nouriſhyng and bzyngynge bp of them, leſte 
they (huld ware yll,0z any myſfoztune bechaunce them: 
what contynuall feare ſhe hath, whither they go, what 
they do, leſte they do oz take any harine. Ucrply J can 
not erp2eſſe the cauſe of this great deſyze, that women 
daue to beate chyldzen. Woldeſt thou be a mothere | 
where to : That thou maiſt replenyſhe the wozlde, as 
whoſaye, the woꝛlde coulde not befylled, excepte thou 
bꝛynge fozthe a lyttell beaſte 02 two: oʒ elles that God 
toulde not teyſe chyldzen vnto Abzaham of theſe ſame 
ſtones. Be neuer carefull inthehouſe of God, howe it 
ſhall be fylled: he wyll pzoupde well inoughe foz his 
howſe, that it ſhall not be emptie . But peraduentute 
thou feareſtthe rebuke of barenneſſe. Thou art a chzy- 
Nen woman: Therfoze vnderſtande, that nowe this 
ſaipnge is paſte, Curſed be that woman in Jſraell that 
ts batepne. Chou lyueſt nowe bnder a lawe, wherein 
thou ſeeſt virgynitee p:cferred aboue 'mariage; and hes | 
reſte the ſaiynge of thy lozde : Woo be bnto women, 
that be great and beate chyldzen, and bleſſed be they 
that be bareyn: Bleſſed be the wombes that beate not, 
and the bzeaſtes that gyue not ſucke. Bowe canſte thou 
telle, whether God Wyll hauetheto be one of thoſe hap⸗ 
ppe and bleſſed woinen'? Howe moche moze a 
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fully. dydde the woman of Flaunders, whiche had be 
maryed almoſte fiſty pere, and neuer had chytde, and 
after that hir huſvande was deade,maryed vnto an no⸗ 
ther man, leiyng onely foz hir cauſe, to pꝛoue whether 
the kaute was in hir ſelfe oz in hit hulbande, that ee 
had no chyldzen. wherfozeſhe was wopzthye to beate 
a chylde with great peyne and werynes : and in hit la⸗ 
bour to be delpuered of hir chylde, and hir lyfe bothe, 
with extreme turment. Howe be it Jcan not tel, whe⸗ 
ther (he had any other cauſe to maty agayn, at the leaſte 
wyſe ſhe layde that, whiche ſemed moſt honeſt in the ea⸗ 
res of the kooliſſhe people. Perauenture thou woldeft 
kayne ſee childzen comen of thyne owne body, ſhall they 
be ok any other facion troweſt thou than other childzen 
bee and thou haſt chyldzen of the citee, and alſo all o⸗ 
therchziſten chyldzen, whom thou maiſt beare mothers 
ly affection vnto. Ind thinke that they be all thyne. Foꝛ 
fo the lawe of mankynde dothe erhozt the, and our faith 
commaundeth , wherto haue you ſo great a deſpze of 
chyldzen you womene Foz yt the cares and ſozowes, 
that chyldzen cauſe vnto theyz mothers, were peincted 
por in a table, there is none of you ſo gredye of chil⸗ 
derne, but ſhe wolde be as ſoze afrayde. of theim as of 
deathe: and thee that hathe any, wolde hate theim lyke 
truell wylde beaſtes, oz venemous ſerpentes. What 
tope, 02 what pleaſure canne be in chylderne e wohples 
they be ponge, there is nothynge but tediouſnes, and 
whan they be elder, perpetuall feare what wayes they 
wyll take, if they be yll, euerlaſting ſozowe, and if thet 
be good; there is perpetuall care, leaſt thep ſhuld die, oz 
ſome hatme bechance them:and leſt they ſhuld go aware 
o be chaunged. what nede me to N Octauia, 
111 li lifter 
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fyſter vnto Juguſtus foz an exaum there 
were not ſo many exaumples, as there be, ofſuche as 
haue be made of welthy and foztunate mothers, myſe⸗ 
rable, and pyned aware, and dyed fo; ſozowe. Moꝛe 04 
uer, if thou haue many, than haſte thou gteattet care, 
wherethe vnthriftynelſe of one ſhall wype awapye all 
the — hatte ot the reſte, Ind this Jmeane 
by the ſonnes, 
CNoweto ſpeake of the doughters, what a turment 
of cate is it to kepe thetms Ind in matiyng them, what 
peyne ſhall (he haue : Beſyde this, that fewe fathers 
and mothers ſeeth good childzen of their owne, Foz 
very goodnelle, whiche is neuer withoute wyledome, 
cometh not but in diſcreete 8 Plato calleth hom 
happye, that mate attapne in his laſte age vnto wile⸗ 
dome and good lyfe. But — de of that 
age, fathers and mothers be tourned to duſt. O vn⸗ 
kynde woman, that dooeſt not reknowlage, how great 
abenefptte-thou haſte had of god, that dydde nes 
uer beate chyldꝛen, oz els loſt them befoze the tyme of fe 
cowe © Xoherfoze Euripides (aced ful well: 
She that lacketh chyldzen, 
Is happy of that miſfoztune. 
C Therkoze thou that — put wot the faute of 
thy bareynneſſe in thy huſbande: foz the faute is per⸗ 
auentute in thy ſelle: whiche arte condemned to be ba⸗ 
tevn, eythet by nature, * of god. And grea⸗ 
teſt phuloſophers agree in this opmyon, that women 
beate no childꝛen, moʒe longe of them ſelfe than of their 
huſoandes. Foz nature neuet bzought fozthe but verye 


kew baten men, and many women. Ind that vpon great 
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nes of the man, than ofthe woman. Foz there cometh 
moze increaſe in generacion by the man, than by the wo⸗ 
man. voherfoze woman, tf the barennes be in the, thou 
doteſt vngraciouſely in bapne 2 foz there ſhall neues 
man get the with chylde. Ind ſo thou conceyueſt many 
bngracious dedes in thy mynde, but thou Malte neues 
concepue any trute in thy wombe. Ind many tymes by 
the ryghtuous pꝛoupſion of god, vnknowen buto vs, 
there cometh none iſſue in mariage. Foz lyke as it is 
the gylt of god, that good chyldzen be had, ſo it is his 
gift that any childzen be had at al. Thertoze to ſcke anp f. . 
other remedy than by p2ayer, is not onely ſuperfluous, © * 
but alſo a curſed dede. Thecfoze aſtze chyldzen of god, 
and that good chuldzen. Foz i thou haue an plle chylde, 
it were better beare a ſnake, 02.a wolfe. Therfoze aſke 
thou a chylde as Inna, wpfe vnto Helcane, dyd aſke: 
whiche by pzayer, wepyng, and holy lyuynge optayned L. i. 

a ſonne, a pꝛophet, and iudge in Iſtaell, called Da - 
muell:Lyke as the other Anne, wyke vnto Joachim, 
whiche truſtynge holly in God, bare Maty the queene etz. u. 
of the wozlde, vnto mannes ſaluacion. Ziſo Elyſabeth 
wyke vnto Zachary, whiche had been barepn, bzought | 
foozth ſaynt John, the meſſanger ofourlozd, which gat 1 . 
many achylde vnto Chziſte, aboue the whiche ſayncte 5exe.22. 
John there was neuer man bozne of woman. 
¶ Our loꝛde gaue Jſaac. the image of Chaiſt, and the 
begynner of two great nacions of people unto Sata in (4. :;, 
hir olde age, which was not diſcontent with hir baren 
g . $4144 inn 
— of our lozde ſhewed vnto the wpfe of 
a good * 
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(huldebe bozne of hir, the iudge aud delpueret of JC- 
raell. Suche childzen dooe they optayne, that ſo aſke. 
Foz they that bee conceyued of ſynne and wpckednes 
tan be nought els,but vngraciouſnes . The wooꝛdes of 
„ theangell vnto Dampſons mother be theſe : Thou att 
„ bareyn, and without chyldzen, howe be it thou ſhalte 
„ conceiue and beate a ſonne. Therfoze ſe thou dzinke nei 
„ ther wyne noz ale, no; eate any vnclene thyng. Fo thou 
„ halte concepue and beare a ſonne, whole heed no ta⸗ 
„ zer (Hall touche, fo: he (hall be bleſſed of God frome 
„ his babes age, and frome the wombe of his mother, 
»» and ſhall begynneto delitier Iſraell out of the handes 
of the Phtliſtyns. 

CThele wooꝛdes putte me in remembzaunce nowe, to to 
geue women with chylde warnynge, that ſo lo 
they be great, thei neither eateſo much to take ſy t of, 
02 dzynke to bedzunke with. Foz many childzenhaue 
afterwardcs vled the ſame thynges, that theic mothers 
delited in, whan they were with chylde with them. 

¶ Nowe oz to declare, what diligence ought to be ge⸗ ä 
yen to childzen, in the bzyngyng vp of theim, were to 
longe to be compzehended in this boke,if N ſhuld teache 
euery thynge at large. xoherof; many counnyng men 
bothe ot olde tyme and late, haue written muche in do⸗ 
kes made purpoſely foz the ſame matter. J will touche 
a kewe thyn r pertayne bnto thedu- 
tie ok a wyſehouſewpfe, 

pꝛſte of all, let the mother reken hir childꝛen to be 
bir treaſure. There came vpon a tyme a great riche 
woman vnto Rome, oute of the countrep of 
ma, whiche was hoſted and lodged with the noble wo# 
mam „„ 
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woman che wed out hir great treaſure bnto Coznelia, a⸗ 
bundance ot ſyluer and golde, riche raunentes, and pze- 
cyouſe ſtones: whiche whan Coznelia hadde pzayſed, 
than deſpzed this woman of Campanie, that ſhe wolde 
do foo moche agapne, as ſhewe hir treaſure : Coznes 
lia aunſwered, that ſhe wolde do ſo at nyghte . Nowe 
were her chyldzen gone to (chole, and were not yet come 
home. Oo at nyght whan the chyldzen were come home,. 
ſheſhewed theym vnto this woman, and ſated : Thele 
be my chiefe treaſute. : 
¶ In other tyme a certayne woman of Jonia, made 
great boſt and ſhewe of glozious clothes, of great pꝛice 
and goodly wozke. Coznelia fared 2 This woman ma⸗ 
keth great boſt of hir clothes, but my foure ſonnes, in⸗ 
dued with all kynd of vertue, be vnto me in ſtede of pze- 
cious clothes, with coſtly wozke, and all treſure. Ther⸗ 
fozein kepyng ofthis treaſure, and increaſyng it, there 
fs no labour to be refuſed. Loue ſhall make all labour 
lyght and eaſye. Voherfoze ſhe (hall nouriſhe them with 
hit owne mylke: and obey the commaundement of na- 
ture, whiche geuynge two bzeaſtes with mylke, vnto e- 
uery woman delpuered of chylde, ſemeth to crye and bid 
euety woman, that hath bozne chylde, to keepe chylde, 
as other lyupnge creatures do. Alſo that wyſe and ly⸗ 
berall mother of all thynge, Nature, all that bloudde, 
whiche went vnto the nouriſhement of the chylde, while 
it was in the mothers wombe, after that the chylde is 
bozne, ſhe ſendeth it vp vnto the bzeaſtes, tourned into 
white mylke, to nouriſhe the chylde with al: neither foz⸗ 
ſaketh the toͤder babe, after that it is bozn, but noriſheth 
with the ſame kode, wherofſhe hath made it. But Jhaue 
ſpoken inough ofthis materinthe boke — | 
es, 
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des ik the mother can ſkyll of lernynge, let hir teache 
dir lyttle chuldzen hir ſelke, that they male haue all one, 
dothe fo; their mother, thetrnourile, and their teacher, 
And that thet mate loue hir alſo the moꝛe, and lerne with 
bettet courage and moze ſpede, dy the meanes of the 
loue, that their teacher hath towardethem. 
Is foz hir doughters, lhe ſhall beſpde the lernynge 
of the boke, inſtructe them alſo with womens craftes, 
— handle woll and flate, to ſpinne, to weaue, to * 
to tule and ouerſee an houle. 
¶ neither a vertuous mother ought to refuſe lernyng 
on the boke, but now and than ſtudp and tede holy and 
dyſe mens bokes, and though ſhe do it not foz hit owne 
ſake, at the leaſt wyſe koz hir childzen, that ſhee mate 
teache them, and make them good: Ys Erudice, 1 
the was of great age, ſette hir ſelle vnto lernynge, and 
ſtudy of philoſophy, onely to thentent, that ſhee myght 
teache hir childzen , and fo — dyd. Foz the babe firſt 
hereth hir mother. and firfte  begynneth to enfourme 
hir ſpeche after hirs . Foz that age can dove nothynge it 
ſelle, butcounterfapte and folowe other, and is coun⸗ 
nyng in this thynge onely. he taketh hir firſte condi- 
cions and tnfozmacion of mynde, by ſuche as ſhee he⸗ 
ceth oz ſeeth by hir mother. _— it lyeth moze in 
the mother, than men wene, to make the conditions of 
the thyldzen. Foꝛ (he mate make them whether ſhe wy, 
berp good, oꝛ verp badde. Nowehowe ſhe ſhall make 

good, J will geue a fewe ſho:trules, 

hit geue hir diligence, at leaſt wiſe becauſe of 

die chldpen har the vleno rude and blounte 

leſt that maner of (peakyng take ſuche roote in 
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gether age, that they can not foznette it. 
— lerne no ſpeeche better, noz moze 
expꝛeſſe. than they wyll their mothers . Foz they 
counterfet bothe the vertue and the vice, if any be in it. 
¶ James the kyng of Atagone, after that he had won 
mp countrey Ualence, out of the handes of the Igare⸗ 
nes, whiche inhabyted the citee that tyme, he d2oue out 
the people, and commaunded men of Jragon, and wo⸗ 
men of Jlerda to go dwelle ty it. Do the chyldzen that 
came of theim bothe, with all their poſterytee, kepte 
their mothers 22 : whiche we ſpeake there vn⸗ 
— ho Foz the ſpace of moze than two hundꝛed 
CTyberius Gracchus, and Gapus Gracchus, were 
counted the moſte eloquente men of Nome, and they ler⸗ 
ned of theyz mother Coznclia, whole epiſtoles were red 
in the olde wo2lde, full of pure eloquence. 
CItrena, the queene of Dcpthta, wife vnto kyng Ari⸗ 
pithis, taught hir ſon Sples, the greeke tongne » Jifo 
Plato commandeth, that nurces ſhal not vſeto tell vn- 


to childzen vayne and triflyng fables. 


C This ſame thyng is to be charged vnto the mothers 
tongne.Foz by the reſon of ſuche bzingynge vp: ſome 
after thep be cometo ſadder age, haue ſuche chyldiſſhe 
aug hyng of wpſedorieo2 adnes, but etyre all oge- 
np | c 
8 of peuilſhe fables, whiche nepther be true 
no: lykelp. Therfoze mothers (hal haue tedy at hande 
pleſant hiſtoztes and honeſt tales, of the cõmendacion 
of vertue, and rebuk of vice.Indlette the chylde 
here thoſe fy;ſte: it cannot pet tell; what is 
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and hate vice: and ſo growe vp and ware with thoſe o⸗ 
pinions: and ſhal go about to be lyke vnto them whom 
he hath harde his mother commende, and bnlike vnto 
thole, whome lhe hath diſpzaiſed. | 
¶ Che mother tall ceherſe vnta theim the laudes of 
vertue, and the diſpꝛaiſe of vice; and cepete often tymes 
to dꝛyue them into the chtldzens remembzaunce;J wold 
ſhe ſhoulde haue ſome holy ſatynges and pꝛeceptes of 
ltuyng commenly in ble, whiche herde dyuers tymes, 
ſhall at the laſte abyde in the chyldꝛens remembzaunce, 
though thet geue no hede vnto them. Foz childzen renne 
vato their mother, and aſke hir aduiſe in all thyng: thet 
inquire euery thynge of hir: what ſome euer ſhee an⸗ 
ſwereth, they beleue and regarde, and take it euen foz 
the golpell,. | 5 | 
¶ O mothers, what an occaſion be pou vnto pour chil- 
d:en, to make them whetheryou will, good oz baddee 
Than ſhulde ryght and good, opinions, and the pute 
fayth of Chziſte be enfounded into their myndes, to diſ⸗ 
pile riches, power, honour, pompe, nobilitee, and beau - 
tie, and to recken them foz vayne and fooliſſhe thyn⸗ 
ges: but iuſtice, deuocton, boldnes, continence, coun- 
ayng, mekenes, mercye, and charitee with mankpnde, 
to reken thele thynges goodlye, and woozthye to bee 
cegarded and bſed: and to count theim the true and 
Curegoodes. Heyther to haue in honour ſuche men, in 
whome thoſe thynges be, that we ſpake of befoze, but 
C what ſome euer ſhall bee ſpoken of any manne; oz 
dooen wyſely, wittily, oz honeſtly, lette hit pzayſe it bn- 
to theim. And what ſomeuer any man hath dooen lewd: 
ly, ſubcilly, falſely, hamkullp, wickediy, vngra 
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lv, rebuke that ſoze, | 

Cohan the enbꝛaceth hit chylde and kyſſeth it, and 
wyll pꝛape it ſome good lucke, let hir not pꝛape of this 
kacion: God make the tycher than euer was Creſus 
0; Craſſus : god make the moꝛe honourable, than euer 
was Pompeius oz Ceſar:god make the moze foztunate 
than euet was Juguſtus . But let hir pzate on this fa- 
cion: Chzyſte geue the grace to be good and continent, 
and to diſpiſe foztune of the wozld, to be bertuous, and 
to folowehis ſteppes, to do after ſaint Paule, and ma- 
ke the moze iuſte than euer was Cato, holpet than So⸗ 
crates o: Seneca, moꝛe counnynge than Plato o2 A⸗ 
riſtotle. o moze eloquent than Demoſthenes oz Tulli⸗ 
us. Theſe let hir reken fo2 great thynges, and to be de⸗ 
ſired. Theſe let hir ſeke and wilſhe foz, that wolde pzate 
koz good thynges. 1116 23 

C Let the mother neuer laugh at any woꝛde oꝛ dede of 
ð childe, dooen lewdely. ſhamtully, noughtly, wantonly 
oz piertly, noz kyſſeittherfoze.Foz childzen wyll lyght⸗ 
ly bſe theim ſelle vnto ſuche thynges, as they ſe be ple⸗ 
ſaunte and delectable vnto their father and mother: 
noz wyll not loue theim, after they be comen to mannes 
oz womans eſtate. Thertoʒe the mother ſhal cozrect the 
chylde foz ſuche doyng:and let it knowe, that it neither 
doth well, noz ſhe is not content therwith. And agayn on 
the other ſyde, let hir enbzace and kyſſeit, whan ſo euer 
it dooeth any thynge that is a ſygne of goodnes. 

C The ſtoicke, philoſophers late, that there be certain 
kyets oʒ ſeedes, whether you wil call them, bꝛedde by na⸗ 
ture in vs of the lame iuſtice, in the which kyꝛſte father 
of mankynde was made by almightie god: that littell 
kyer, if it myght encreaſe in vs, wold bzyng vs bp vn⸗ 
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to the perfection of vertue, and bleſſed liuyng . But it 

ts dzouned with co:rupte opinions and iudgementes. 

Ind whan it begynneth to and flame vp a littel, 

it dothe not only iacke n but alſo is quen- 

ched with contrary blaſtes of wynde. Fathers and mo⸗ 

. thers, nurſes, ſcoole maiſters, kynſfolkes, frendes, ac- 
quaintaunce, and the commen people, whicheis a ma⸗ 
ſter ofgreat-errour,all theſe do that they can to plucke 

bppe thole ſeedes of vertue by the rootes, and to ouer 
whelme that littell fyze,as ſoone as it beginneth to ap⸗ 

pete. But all they regarde tyches muche, and geue ho⸗ 
noure vnto nobilitee, and teuerence vnto honour, aud 
ſeke fo; power, and pʒaiſe beautee, and: wozſhip pompe, 
and folowe pleaſures, But they trede pouertee under 
foote,and mocke (imple mindes . They ſuſpecte deuoci⸗ 
on, and hate connynge : and all kynde of vertue thep 
call tolly. and whan ſomeuer they pʒate foz any thyng, 
they wiſſhe foz thoſe that J ſpake of befoze, But if any 
body ones name theſe other thinges, they abhozre theim 
as vnlucky ſygnes. Ind therfoze thele lye vnder fete, 
and be deſpifed, Neither any man applteth him ſelf vnto 
them:but thoſe other thynges be tn regarde & pzice: and 
all men renneth vnto thetm . Foz wherof J pzape pou 
cometh this, that wee haue ſo many lewde felowes 
and and ſo fewe good and wyſe men e'vohan 
that the good nature of mankynde is moe inclined of 
it owneſelfe vnto: vertue, than vice, 

¶ Thertoʒe a good wife ſhall withſtand theſe cozrup- 

ted opinions ; with other better, and moze meete fo; 

Chaiſten|folkes.: and halinounQGHe vp in hir childzen 
that littell fyze; that I ſpake of befoze : and waterthoſe 

ſeedes with the dzoppes of good teachynge, that the firs 
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maie riſe vp vnto great iyght, and the ſedes bnto much 
and good cozne, | 
¶ Let hir not dꝛeake the ſtrength bothe of their bodies 
theit wittes, and vertue, with wanton and deinty bꝛin⸗ 
ging vp. I haue ſeene very few men tome to great pꝛote 
of eythet lernyng. witte, oz vertue, that had been daynt⸗ 
ly bzought vp . Neither the bodies can come bnto their 
due ſtrength, whan thet be febled with delicate kepyng. 
And ſo whan mothers wene thei ſaue their childzen, they 
leſe theim: and whan they go about to keepe theim in 
helth and they fooliſhely miuiſſhe bothe their 
helth and their lyke. 

Let theim loue their childzen well, as conuenient is,. 
and ſpate not. Foz who wolde eithet adnull oz diſpꝛeiſe 
the lawe of nature? Oz what a cruelitee is it, not to loue 
theim that thou haſt boꝛne ! But yet let them hyde their 
loue, leſt the childzen take boldnes thervpon , to dooe 
what they lyſte. 
C Noꝛ lette not loue ſtoppe hir to puniſche hir chyl⸗ 
dzen foz their vices, and to Krength their bodyes and 
wyttes with ladde bzyngynge vp. Foz you mothers be 
the cauſe ofmoſte parte of yines amonge folkes:wher- 
by you mate ſee howe muche pour childzen are behol- 
dynge vnto you, whiche induce naughtte opinions in⸗ 
to thetin'withyour foly. Foz you haue the g bp 
of them: and you alowe their vnthziktynes. Ind 
they be goynge vnto hygh vertue, and abhozre the ty⸗ 
ches of the wozlde, and the pompe of the diuell: pon 
with your weeppyng, and ſharpe tebukynge, calle them 
backe agayn into the diuclles ſnares: becauſe pou had 
leauer ſee them rychethan good. Y 

C.Igripptna, mother vnto * W 
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the had aſked ſouth lapets of hit ſonne, whether he 


chulde be emperour, yea ſaied they, but he (hall kyil his 
mother: Let hym kyll hir (ſaied (ſhe) ſo that he mate be 
emperour. Ind ſo he bothe was emperour, and kylled 
hir. But whan it came to the poynt, Agrippina wolde 
not gladly haue been kylled, and repented thathir (on 
had the emppꝛe. 


CI pnally you,thzough your cheriſhynge, wyll ney⸗ 


ther let thein take labour to lerne vertue: and haue a 
pleaſure to fylle theim full of vyces with delicatenes. 
Therkozemany of you wepe and waile(foz Jſpekenot 
of all) and be well puniſſhed and wozthily in this lyfe 
foz your madnes . Yohanyou be ſoꝛy to le your child:en 
ſuche as your ſelfe haue made them. Nozyou be not lo⸗ 
ued of them agapne, whan they perteiue them ſelfe vn⸗ 
loued of all other foz your loue. 


There is a certayne tale of a ponge man, whiche 


% 


an he was led to be put to deth, deſired to ſpeke with 


his mother: and whanſhe came, lapde his mouthe to 
bir care, and bote it of. Ind whan the people that were 


bp, rebuked hym callyng hym not onely a thefe, but al⸗ 


ſo cutſed, foz ſo entreatyng his mother, he aunſwered 
agayne: This is the rewarde foz hit bzyngynge vp. 
Foz if ſhe (ſaied he) had cozrected me foz ſtealynge mp 
— boke out of the ſchoole, whiche was mp kyzſte 

: than had J not pzoceded vnto theſe myſche⸗ 
uous deedes + But ſhe cheriſhed me, and kyſſed me, 
fo my doyng. | 
CNowe wherto ſhulde J reherle the madnes of thole 
quothers, that loue better thoſe chyldzen, that be foule, 
croked, leude, dullardes, fluggardes, dzonkerdes, ' 
vntulp, and foolyſſhe, than thoſe, that bee fay; 


e, vp⸗ 
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eyght, counnyng, quycke wytted, inuentyue, ſobze, 
tretable, quiet, and wyſe? whether is this an errour of 
folkes myndes, oz a puntſſhement of god deſerued ko 
their ſyns, to make theim to loue ſuche thynges as be 
wooꝛthy no loue e Dumme beaſtes cheryſthe euer the 
tapʒeſt of their whelpes, oz byꝛdes: and lyghtly it is a 
ſygne of good pzofe in theim, whan thedainmes make 
muche oftheim. Allo hunters knowe that that ſhalbe 
the beſte dogge, whiche the damme is moſte buſpe a» 
boute, and fo whome ſhe careth the moſt, and carieth 
kirſte in to hir litter. But in mankynde that is the 
moſte vple and the leaſt woozthe, that the mother lo⸗ 
ueth moſte tenderly. | 
¶ It vou wyll be loued in deede of your chyldzen;and 
ſpecially in that age, whan they knowe what is true 
and holy loue, than make them not to loue you ouet 
muche whan they knowe not yet what loue is: but ſet 
moe by a ſpice cake, a hony combe, oz a pece of ſugar; 
than by both father and mother. No mother loued hir 
childe better than myne dyd me neither any childe dyd 
euer leſſe perceyue hym ſelfe loued of his mother than 
J. She neuer lyghtly laughed vpon me, hee neuer 
coketed me: and yet whan J had been. tit . 02. iui. dates 
out of hir houſe, that ſhe wyſt not where, ſhe was al⸗ 
moſte ſoze ſycke. And whan J was comen home, J 
coulde not perceyue that euer ſhe longed fo: me. Ther⸗ 
fo:e was there no body, that J moze fled, oz was moze 
lothe to come nyghe, than my mother, whan J was a 
childe. Butafter J came to ponge mans eſtate, there 
was no body, whome Jdelyted moze to haue in ſyght. 
whoſe memozy nowe I haue in reuerence, and as oft 
as ſhee cometh to mp remembꝛaunce, J mw 
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ha ode mynde and thought, whan J can not with 


——.— a frende at Paris, a bery wel lerned man, whi⸗ 

other great benefites of 42 — this 
fo2 one: that bis mother was deade, hin 
ſo wonderouſfly > whiche (laid he Abe had med. had 
— orgs had ſyt ſtyl at home 
all my life, amonge dtcing,d:abbes,delicates,and plea⸗ 
ſures, as I begonne. Howe coulde this man loue his 
mother, that was ſo glad ofhirdeathe e But a wyſe 
mother Hall not wyſſhe foz pleaſures vnto hir chylde, 
but vertue e Noz fo2 ryches, but ko counnynge and 
good fame. And rather fozan honeſt death, than foz an 


vocomely lyke, 
than flee to ſaue ther lyues . Ind wee rede in hiſtoztes, 
nouncyng theſe wooꝛdes, 

hia, whiche had. ttt, goodly daughters, named 
Chzaiſte,and buried then hir owneſelfe, not farre frome 
thepz chyldzen craftes to gette good by, as to ma 
ts eee vnto great bertue 


ulde die honeſtlye, koz the defence of their countrey, 
their ſonnes, that were cowardes and daſtardes, pz0- 
Am boꝛne un Lacedemone. 
and was very glad to ſe them all dye foz the honour of 
¶ Leite not the mothers bee ſo dilygent in teachyn 
of ſuch as haue gathered muche goodes, in ſhozt ſpace: 


The women ofLacedemon had leauer theit ſonnes 
that many of them haue kylled with their owne handes 
This was neuer my ſonne, 
80 mes of vertu, Hope, faith, and Chatitee, 
Rome, in the tyme ol Hadzyan themperour. 
them vertuous. Reither ſbal — take example 
and 
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¶ The peopie ot Megara is diſpzaiſed, and not with⸗ 
out a caule, foz teachyng theyz chilvzen nigatdeſhippe 
and couetyſe: and in ſtede of honeſt childzen.made them 
ſparynge bonde men. Wherfoze they cauſed ſuche thin⸗ 
ges, as we ſee chaunceth nowe adaies, that with byd- 
dynge theim lo okte, ſeke fo2 good, gette good, encreaſe 
they2 good, and gather good by all meanes, they cau- 
ſed they; childzen to dooe miſchiefe and vngtacious des 
des. The whiche faulteis a great parte in the fathers 
and mothers, whiche be counſailouts, cauſers, and ſet⸗ 
ters vpon:: and as good reaſon was, whan the childzen 
coulde fynde none other waies to come by tyches, they 
robbed theyz fathcrs and mothers. Ind if ther ſa we that 
all was ſo well and cloſely lated vppe, that they coulde 
not come by it, than begunne they to hate they: fathers 
and mothers, and wyſſhe foz theyz deathes, and ſeke 
meanes to rydde theim awase. And it is plamely kno⸗ 
wen, that many haue poyſoned they: fathers and mo⸗ 
thers, becauſe they thought to longe, to tatye tyll they 
dyed koz age. 7 Jin SFROEN 
C Otten tymes they rebuke their fathers and mothers 
of thep; owne vyces, as thougheithey had learned them 
by thepz exaumple oz negligence , Foz the vnthziftie 
ponge man, whiche hadde an bnth2iftie father, ſated of 
this facyon's JF. wyll empuce myne vnthziftynes vnto 
mp father. og J was notbzought vp with ſadde de⸗ 
meanour,nepther nder the la we ofa well ozdzedhoule; 
whiche moughte haue mp maners better, 
and pluck ed me frome thoſe vices, that my was 
inclined to. But whan that fyꝛſte eee 
to bee holden! —— ſabde 


** 
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leſte it fall vnto vice,thzough ouer muche ltbertee, from 
whiche it will bee hacde to plucke theym againe, and 
as the wyſe man counſatleth, neuer haue the rodde of 
the boyes backes: than ſpecially the daughters ſhulde 
be handeled. without any cheryſſhyng . Fo: cheryſhyng 
inarreth the ſonnes, but it vtterly deſtroyeth the daugh⸗ 
ters. And men be made wozſe with ouer muche lyber- 
tee, but the women be made vtterly naughte . Foz they 
be ſo (et vpon pleaſures and fantaſpes, that excepte thei 
be well bꝛydled and kepte vnder, they renne on heade in 
to a thouſande mylchieffes . Nowe howe the daughters 
oughte to bee bzoughte vp, J haue ſhewed in the boke 
afoze, Therfoze the mother ſhall reade it, bothe becauſe 
there bee many thynges perteignyng vnto maried woz 
men, and becauſe it is the mothers duette, to ſee that hit 
daughters do that we teache there. 
¶ And whan the mothers haue p:ouyded as well as 
they can by woꝛdes, that no foule, vncomelp,oz vnclen⸗ 
ly thynge, 02 teoperdous, o vngtacious abyde in the 
chyldes mynde, than ſhall they pzouyde mooſte of all, 

bothe by example, and dedes, that the childe ſe nothing, 

whiche can not bee counterfeted'and folowed without 
' (ame, Foz as I lated befoze, that age is euen almoſt 

lyke an ape, and dothe nothynge of it ſelfe, but all by 
countertetyng of other. And thoughe the fathers and 
mothers by their auctozitee-and loue, and alſo. com? 
maundement, put the vll examples of other folkes out 
of the chyldzens mindes, pet they can not rebuke that 
they dooe them ſelfe : 02 though they wolderebukett,yet 
wyll not chyldzene bee ſo muche moued with that, that 
they heare, as with that that thei ſe , wohert̃oꝛʒe the poet 
Avuenall all Cateth full well, that the examples of —_ 
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and mothers, mate do moze; than a great deale of war⸗ 
nynge and taachynge, of a great ſozte of maiſters: foz 
they (hall do them mozehurte by the example of one yl 
dede, than they haue dooen theim good by muche holy 
And therfoze the afoze ſaied poet counſat⸗ 
leth wiſely in the. xiiu. Satyze on this inaner: 

Let nothyng, that is filthy to ſpcake oz ſee, 

Come nere thoſe doozes, wheriu childꝛen be. 

Awaie s ot baudes, wenches lyght, 

And chotkyng iaueks, that walken all nyght. 

Thou ſhuldeſt geue childꝛeu great reuerence, 

It thou go about any inconucuience. 

Noz ſet at lyght a chyldes yeres and age, 

But whan thou fallcſt in to outrage ; 

Yet fo; thy littell cyilde, whiche is in (yght, 

Refrapue that foule acte with all thy myght. 
CCelius Plinius diſpzeiſeth Rumidia Quadzantilla, 
becauſe the kepte and cheriſſhed players and teſters, 
moe than was conuenpent foz a noble woman. Not 
withſtandyng he commendeth the olde womans wile- 
dome in this poynt, becauſe ſhe wolde not ſuffte hir 
Neuyewe Quadzatus, toloke vpon hir players, nep- 


ther within hir houſe, noz in the comon plaiyng place. 


And whan ſo euer ſhe wolde here theim, oz was aboute 


to take hir paſtyine in platynge at the cheſſes, ſhee v- 
ſed to commaunde hir neuewe to go his waie, and ſtu⸗ 
dy his boke. | 
The ſame afo:eſated Plinius geueth great thankes 
by a letter vnto Hiſpula his wifes aunte, becauſe ſhee 
d bought vp and inſtructed his wyfe with good 
ynge, whiche neuer ſawe any thyng in hir auntes 


houſe, but honeſtie and vertues . Ind no doute, muche 
moꝛe diligence ought to be geuen 50d. the * 
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that nothyng blotte their demurenes, chaſtitee, oz ſad⸗ 
nes, becauſe theſe thynges be required mage perkectein 
a woman than a man. Ind the females in all kyndes 
of beaſtes dooe folowe exaumple moſte wittily, aud e⸗ 
uer moze redily and moe perkectly the vyces, whiche 
thynge the male dooeth alſo , voherfoze ſhe wyl lightiy 
do that whiche (he ſeeth hit mother do, oz any other wo⸗ 
man that ſhe ſeeth regarded of folkes.Neyther ſhe can 
refrapne hit ſelfe, if ſhee haue their example foz aucto⸗ 
ritee . Yoherfoze in ſuch countreis, where the noble and 
gentle women be badde, there be but fewe of the lowe 
degreeand comminaltee good, Ind than they that bee 
bzought vp of yl women, be not lightly any other them 
ſeife, Howe be it, thedoughter reſemblethnot ſo muche 
hir mother, as hit that hath bzought and nouſſhed hit 
vp. Wherkoze many baſtardes, which haue ben bzought 
vp with their graundmothers on the fathers ſyde, be⸗ 
png vertuous women, haue gone out of they; inothers 
kpnde, and folowed thelyfe and holpnes of their gran⸗ 

mothers that nouriſhed them. 
¶ Cato thelder baniſſhed Gaius Manl:us out of the 
ſenate houſe, becauſe he kyſſed his owne wyfe, his 
daughter beynge by. Foz that ignoꝛant age vnderſtans 
deth not, wherfoze cuery thynge is doen, but it wpll 
repzeſent the ſame actes. lyke as a glaſſe tepꝛeſenteth 
the factions of bodyes, ſette befoze it, but not in the 
ſamecondicion , vwhiche thynge the moſte wyſe and 
holye man Eleazar, bnderſtandynge, whan he was 
commaunded by the ſtatute of kynge Intiochus, to 
cate [wpnes fleſſhe, and refuſed it, and was counſailed 
bp pagannes that were his krendes, at leaſte wyſe to 
make countenaunce, as though he dpd eate it, _— 

mp 
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myght bnder that coloure eſcape, as thoughe he had 
obeyed the kynges wyll, he made aunſwert: that he had 
leauer dye, than dooe any thyng that myght geue vll ex⸗ 
aumple to ponge folkes, aud ſpake vnto theim in theſe 
woozdes . Foz it is not conuement noz comely foz mpne „, 
age, to bſe any ſymulacion, that vonge men mate ſu- „, 
ſpecte Eleazar, whiche nowe is paſte. Ixxx. yeres-aud „ 
tenne of age, is tourned vnto the lyfe of alyantes and „ 
infidels : and ſo they by the meanes of my ſimulacion, > 
and foz a littell ſpace of this coʒtruptible lyfe, Mall bee >» 
diſteyued : and by that meanes (all J gette a ſhaine „ 
and curſe vnto myne olde age, Fozthough J ſcape of 755 
puniſſhement of men, at this pꝛeſent tyme: pet all J. 
not ſcape the handes of almightie god, neyther quycke >» 
no: deade, Yoherfoze J wyl do as is ſeinyng myne age, »» 
dye boldly, and leaue an example of noble ſtomake un- „ 
to yonge men, whan J ſhall take an honeſt dethe with 3» 
aredy and be lde mynde, foz the moſte holye and ver⸗ „, 
tuous lawes. OE COMET ee 
¶ As ſoone as this was ſated, he was ſtreyght caryed 
vnto execution, and they that led hym, which were moze 
kauoutable to hymn befoze, were than diſpleaſed, koʒ the 
woꝛdes that he had ſpoken, whiche thei thought that he 
had ſated ofpzeſumpcion, but whan he was 784 
ten to death, he cryed out and ſated: Loꝛde, thou thae 

ſt holy knowlage, thou knoweſt playnelp, that whan 
myght haue been deiyueted from deathe, vet J ſyffre 
rde peynes of mp body: and J ſuffre them gladly 
with all myne herte, fo dzcade of the. And ſo he depar⸗ 
ted awaie, leauyng a memoztall of his deathe, foz an 
exaumple of vertue and boldencs, not only vnto ponge 
men, but vnto al his nacton, Therkoze the ſonnes (h 
Hh. iii. be en⸗ 
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be enkoꝛmed and taught with example of their fathers : 
Neither there ought any thyng to be ſhewed vnto them, 
that mate be turned lyghtly vnto vice, leſt they tourne 
it moze lyghtly, bothe by the reaſon of theit owne igno⸗ 
rance, and by reaſon of mans nature, whiche is inclined 
vnto the wozſe. 
l Reg. 2. ¶ Our loꝛde puniſſhed Hely, the iudge and biſſhoppe 
of Jſraell, not becauſe he gaue an pll exaumple vnto 
his ſonues Ophini and Phinees, but becauſe he dyd 
not puniſſhe his ll and vngractouſe ſonnes , There⸗ 
foze he peryſſhed with a fall out of his chapꝛe, and the 
herytage of his benefyce was geuen awaie vnto/a no⸗ 
ther kynred, | 
¶ Nowe howe muche moze greuous vengeaunce wyll 
he take vpon ſuche fathers, as teache their childzen 
epthevby connſayle, o2 by their example, to lyue — — 
cioufly ? And ſeeyng that the puniſſhement of the ſon- 
nes, whiche were adulterars, redounded vnto the ka⸗ 
ther, becauſe he dyd not pꝛoh bit theim, as muche as 
lape in hym: what halt he dooe to ſuche fathers, that 
excite and moue their childzen vnto lechery, pleaſures, 
and bngracious actes, either with woozdes, oz eis with 
deedes / Ind onthe other de, ol the woman that accu⸗ 
N ometh hir childzen vnto vertue the maiſter of the paz 
rm. 2 gannes laynct Paule, ſpeaketh in this maner : The 
woman bathe gone out of the wate by tranſgreſſion, 
Gen merge ara Gone 
| if the continue e,charitee,and holynes 
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Cot twyſe maried women and ſtepmothers. 
The. xu. Chapiter. | Try 
Uche as marye againe, after the deathe of theyz 
fy:ſte huſbandes, beſyde all chat we haue wzytte 
here bcfoze, muſte bee warned this thing, to take heede, 
leſte they diſpleaſe they; houſbandes, whiche they haue, 
with ouer muche reherſpnge of theyz fyꝛſte houſban⸗ 
des . The condicion of the wozlde is ſuche , that euer 
folkes recken thynges paſte, better than thynges that 
be pzeſente , The caule whye ts, becauſe no feltcitee is 
ſo great, but it hath muche diſpleaſure and bytternes 
myngled with it: whiche ſo longe as it is pzeſent,gres 
ueth vs ſoze, but whan it is ones gone, it leaueth no 
greatte felynge of it ſelfe behynde it: and foz that cauſe 
we ſeeme the leſſe troubled with ſoꝛowes paſte, than 
with ſozowes pzeſent . Allo age renneth on a pace, 
whiche maie euerie date wozſe than other ſuffre diſplea⸗ 
ſure, and is/moze feble to ſuſteigne caſualtees chaun⸗ 
ſyng. Mozeouer the remembzaunce of the fourther 
and moze luftie age, and as it were a compatpſon of it 
with the moze paynekull age, cauſeth great werynes of 
the pꝛeſent ſtate, aud longyngefo2 that whiche is paſt. 
But Salomon woulde not haue ſuche thoughtes to 
come into the mynde ok a wyſe man, koz to recken the 
peres paſt better than the yeres pꝛeſent. Neyther a wile 
woman oughte to counte 02 recken hir houſbande, 
whiche is dende, better than hym, whiche he hath on 
ts . Jute bee ofte diſceyued in this poynte, becauſe 
any t 


eee 
j epto nce onely 

popntes as pleaſed theym in theyꝛ kyꝛſte huſbandes;': - 

And that thynge they dooe the moze ſpiteaully, — 
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pꝛeſent huſbande diſcontente they; mynde in thoſe thin⸗ 
es, wherin theyꝛ fy: huſbandes dyd theun plealute. 

n without all conſideracion of other thynges, they 
compare thepz huſbandes togyther onely in that: and 
there bpon tyſeth pepne, whynyng, and troublous woz⸗ 
des, againſte they: hulbandes. Ind whyles they be: 
waple and complaine the myſſe of their deade huſband, 
they kepe nother, _ 

CIs fozſtepmothers they haue an pll name, as ma- 
lycious towarde they; huſbandes chyldzene : of the 
whiche thing there be many examples in memozie. Ther 
foze women muſte be warned ofte, to rule theyz owne 
bzaydes and fantaſyes of mynde : fo2 thereof cometh 
the fountayne and begynapnge of all bothe yll and 
good. Ind ik thou ſuffre thy bzaydes to rule the, they 
wyll bꝛynge vpon the a great numbze of troubles and 
miſettes, whiche afterwardes thou ſhalte not lyghtely 
ſhake ot. But it thou rule theim, than halte thou lyue 
holily and foꝛtunatly. Ind that thyng thou ſhalte ob⸗ 
teine, if thou wylte ſtudie diligently, whyles thy minde 
is at reſteandquietnes, howe thou mayſte behaue thy 
ſelfe; whan cauſes of mocton and trouble come bpon 
the. Therfoze ſtepmothers be not rough and bnrea(d- 
nable, ſauyng ſuche, whoſe paſſions and bzaydes of 
mynde plateth the tyzannes ouer theym: and they dooe 
not rule theyz'bzaydes, but folowe and ſerue them. 0 
che thatisledde with diſcrecion, reaſon; and era⸗ 
cion, ſhall recł en hir ſelke and hit huſbande all one. 
Ind therefoze ſhe ſhall counte bothe his chyldzen and 
hivs common to them bothe'- Foz if Frendihyp makeall 
chyng common amonge frendes, tn fo muche that itifinp 
haue loued and kauoured they; krendes chy 


as 
their 
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thepz owne: howe muche moze abundantly and perfect. 
ly ought wedlocke to cauſe the ſame, whiche is the hygh⸗ 
eſt degree, not onelp of all frend!Hyppes, but alſo of all 


bloude and kpnred : 


C Moꝛeouer, ſhe oughte to haue compaſſion of they; 
tendze and weake age, in temembꝛaunce ok hit owne. 

Foz if ſhe haue childzen, ſhe (ſhall loue, others to,remem- 
bzynge that the chaunce of the woꝛzlde is in differente, 
and that hir chyldzene ſhall kynde ſuche fauoure of o⸗ 
ther folkes, whether he die oz lyue, as che hath ſhewed 
to other folkes childzene. Ind in deede a good woman 
will bee vnto hir huſbandes chyldzene that, whiche (ſhe 
mate heate theim call hit ſo often, that is mother. Foz 
what woman is ſo farre out of all humanitee and gen⸗ 
tilnes, that wyll not bee moued and mytygated with 
this woozde, mother, of home lo euer it is r Ind 
ſpecially of „ whiche can not flatter, but ſpeake 
ſo euen with thep: ſtomacke, lyhe as they woulde they; 
owne mother, of whome they were bozne : Howe ſwete 
is the name of Frendſkyp e Bowe manye diſpleaſutes 
and hatredes dothe it putawaie e Than, howe inuche 
moze effectuall oughte the name of mother to bee, whi⸗ 
che is full ot incredible chatitee : Thou mooſte irefull 
woman, doeſt thou not mollifte, whan thou heareſt thy 
ſelfe named mother + Thos arte moge ragtous than 
any wylde deaſte, if that name wyll not ſterre the. Foz 
thete is no beaſte ſo 7 and cruell, but if an o⸗ 
ther ponge of hit one kynde, kaune bpon hir ſhe will * 
de dy and by mylde vnto it. Ind thy huſbandes chyl⸗ 


dzene can not make the gentyll and mylde with ſweete 
woꝛdes. Chou arte called mother. and ſheweſt thy ſelte 
an ennemy. Thou many tymes e hate _ 
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vleſte it vpou that weake and innocent age. 
men 


out e 


| u it were conueniente, that all 
5 I e beneuolente and chart: 
i, thou ſe, that be coniuigned buto the in 
108 12275 


bloude, aud that be bzethern vnto thy chyl⸗ 
Me Abs 


that the ſoule of theyz mother doth 

v vere and trouble the. Dooe pou vnder- 

Hande, you ſtepmothers that be ſuche, that pour vntu⸗ 

Ip iee and hate cometh but of the dzeames of pour owne 

Fo why dooe not ſtepfathers hate theyz wyues 

childzen in lyke maner e Foz there is no ſtepfather, but 
ond his wiues (on as well as his owne. 

haue reade of manp ſtepfathers, that baue geuen 

the 19 realmes vnto their wyues ſonnes. 

euen as they had been theyz owne, as Auguſtus lette 

S e Rome vnto Tyberius, aud Claudius hn? 


| And yet had s chyldens chyldzen, and 
chyldzen of theim againe: Ind Claudius had a ſonne. 
hiche thynge they dydde not foz{acke of 

: 33 
no cauſe of hate betwene ſtepkathers and 


1 owne condicions dyd cauſe it. Foz what ot᷑⸗ 


ſtepſounes made vuto they; ſtepłathers, ex⸗ 

cepte they haue offended theym becauſe they were not 

they owne ſonnes . Is foz that thyngelaie in goddes 
Era and — — 


lone th wherto ſhulde 
ec the ſteytathers loue, * 
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ſome mothers lo madde, that they wene they houſban* 
des loue not they owne naturall child en, betavſethe ; 
nyght yl, as theiny ſellevoth.Thetti avon dit 
| n tan not 

the woman can. Foz that ſame ſttonge ſtomacke ot ma 
can holde and cover loue well enoughe, and tu 
and dooeth not obey it. But you ſtepmothers, whye do 
not you euet kyſſe, combe, and pyke your ſtepchyldzen 
as you do pout owne:there ts ſo great darknes of miſty 
fantaſies in vout myndes, that what ſo euer you loue, 
pou thynke euety body ſhulde loue the ſame, and that 
no man loueth that enough: and what ſo euet you hate, 
you thynke is woozthy to be hated of euery man, and 
that euerp body loueth that to muche , Ind ſome there 
be, whiche whan they hate their ſtepſonnes deadly, yet 
they ſwere they loue them: which be madde, and it they 
beleue, that any man will beleue theim: And pet they 
beemoze madde, it they weene to diſteyue god. Doeſt 
thou loke after, that Chaiſte ſhulde hete the. whan thou 
calleſte hym father, whan thou wzythyeſt awale frome 
thy ſteppe chyldzen, callynge the mother e Sapncte 
— — — ſuche doth 

due the inuiſible god, that hateth his bꝛother whome 
heloketh vpon. 


' - CHowelhelhall behaue hir ſelfe with bir kinſefolkes and 


"He great lerned man Nigidius Figulus ſaleth; A 
the deryuacton and ſygniticacion or 20, ig a8 
thoughe J wolde ſaye, ſeparate and aſpde, 
becauſe ſhe is ſeparate and goeth in to an other houſe 
and kynred . Whiche thynge eng it * 


ſhe hall beate chyldzen,and the which | multiplp 
with hir temyng . Secondly becauſe the hath the be» 
neuolence and lone of hir owne kynſefolkes all cedye. 
Therfoze ſhemuſt leeke fo: the loue of hir alyaunce af- 
terwardes, Thyꝛdlye, that hit childzen maie haue the 
moꝛe loue of their fathers kynted, whan they hall bee 
holpen not onely with the beneuolence of their father 
but aiſo of their mother, Ind in ſHozte concluſion, it 
ſhall be cauſe of many pleaſures, if thou be loued of 
thpne altance J and man diſpleaſures,if thou be hated, 
Ind this was the thynge that thoſe menloked after, 
whicheſkyfted mariage out of kpnred in to other fol- 
kes, that loue and frendeſhyp amonge people myghte 
ſpꝛeade the bzodex. Therkoze it is tongenient, diligen- 
tly to get the loue of thyne alpance, oz if thou haue it all 
redy, to kepe and holde it. vba 
¶ It is ſated, that mothers in law beare a ſtepmothers 
hate bnto their doughters in lawe. Ind agayn, dough⸗ 
ters in lawe bete no great loue and tharitce towarde 
their mothers in lawe . Therfoze Terence, after the 
common cuſtome and opinion of people, ſateth : Ill mo⸗ 
_ thers in lawes hate their doughter in lawes. Ind there 
was a merye woman, the whiche whan ſhe ſa we hir 
"_ in la wes ymage made in ſugare, thee ſaed, it 
¶ Plutarche, and ſapncte Hieronime takyng of his 
auctozitee, where he wapteth agaynſte Jouintan, tel- 
leth, that it was an olde cuſtome in Leptis, Arte 
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Arps ths news mate we 0 the nxt ve 


ſHhuld 
and p2aic hit to lende hir a — — 
eqn afeee hir — — 
hit mother in la we, and be leſſe greued alterwardes, t 
tet — LOS 
But whan Jconſider the cauſe of this enmitee, me 
nke bothe their enutes very foolyſſhe. Foꝛ the man 
— 1 AS it were in the myddes betwene dis mo⸗ 
and his wyfe: and ſo eyther of theim hateth other, 
* expulſer of hir ſelt. The mother is diſcontent, that 
all hir ſonnes lone ſhulde be turned vnto hir —— 
| in lawe: and the wife can not ſuſtre any to be loued, but 
hir ſelle. Ind therof ryſeth hate, enup, and 8 
it were betwene two dogges, if a man ftrykeandc<ho 
ryſhe the one, the other beyng bye. 
CPythagozas ſcholers in olde tyme , and thoſe that 
were of his ſecte, dyd not recken Frendſhip miniſſhed 
the mo that come vnto it: but to be the moze-encrealed 
and ſtrengthed: ſo the mother o not to thpnke her 
ſelfe a mother euer the leſſe, i hir ſonne marye a 
dey oa —.— —— a xt ng 
ue a mother ut tather either ought 
to reconſple the one bnto the other, if any dilcozde 
chaunce betwene theim. 
C Chou fooliſhe mother in la we woldeſte thou an 
haue thy ſonne to loue his wpfe. is a compani⸗ 
on and frende inſeparable? Coudeſte thou haue ſuffe- 


ted, not to haue been loued of thyne owne huſbandec 
What greatter miſery canſte — — 


tan fot dwell with his wyfe ＋ dilpleaſuree And 
Ii. iui thou 
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- thou law, woldeſt not chou hi 
thy huſdande — — 
gane Thou Gateve lowed op huſband, a 
we and dete mate: and Ty -huſbande Hall loue 
— — . — —— lpke, 
[S bzingynge therfoze | 
—— and kyndenes. RV in 
lawe, knowynge that hirhuſbande and ſhe is all one 
ſhall tecken hir huſbandes mother hit owne, and 
loue-htr and reverence hit no leſſe than hit 'naty! 
mother, but beinoze ſerucſable vnto hir, that 
bynde hir the moze to louehir. She (hall — oryon 
{ed, if hir huſbande loue his mother, but rather, (be⸗ 
guad and a vertuous woman) if che ſee, he 
not dehaue hym ſelfe vnto — tnnk lyke 
exhozte hym, and deſyze hym to behaue hym 
ſelke as a ſonne ought vnto his mother. There is no 
mother in la we ſo out ot teaſon, but ſhe wyll be the bet⸗ 
ter content, if ſhee knowe hit doughter in lawe chaſte, 
and louyng to hir.huſbande . Agrippyna, nere vnto 
ö Auguſtus thempervur by his doughter Julia, whiche 
— wasmaryed bnto-Germanicus, neuewebato Liuta, 
| thempzeſſe, by hit ſonne Dꝛuſus, was hated of Tiuta, 
bothe as a doughter in lawe, and as a ſtepdoughter, 
and mas of hit owne nature bothe ſharpe and ſhzewde 
enough: but ſhe was ſo chaſte of body, and ſo loupn 
vnto irhuſbande, that with thoſetwo vertues ſhe 
— any 1 1 of hit mother in lawe Liuia, and 
0 . n 
| ound g in[aweought to urn find ſi (i: 
ſcayne their mothers in iawe in their neceſſitee | 
Tan than it they were they; owne mothers. 
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was not conceyued-by mans genetacion, but by the 
Wh + —— goſte: She (hall (ſaied 
| ſonne, and dice calle his name 
(us: Be ſaied not ſhee beate the a ſonne, as 
bſe is to ſate to the owne fathers . Foz women dodes 
chyldzene unto theyz huſbandes. : and pet he ſated, thou 
ſhalte calle hym. Thereby he ſignified the power and 
auctozitee of hym, whiche was his father apparente, 
—— — ſated vnto the virgine, His name ſhall be 
E | 

CA nie woman Wall not purſue bir dau — 
_ noz wene that hee wynneth loue with 
and graehr go of hir ng2 of hir ſonne . Ik (We — — 

and teache hit, . — 


22 es as mate be example bnto hit 
— bothe of chaſtitee and ſo Aud 
= 
it, and reconſyle them againe 
nally, if Chee beare a — otra to 
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if he were hir owne mothet, by whome ſhe hath bothe 
otten moze knowlage, and is made better, and hath 
bir huſbande moze pleaſauut and louynge vnto bir. 
oo e tygoꝛous mother in law all thing 
unceth contra. 
As foz the daughter, that is maryed , the mother 
(hall not deſpze to haue ſo muche hir owne, as whan 
ſhe was a mapde, but temembze that than ſhe is ſkifted 
into an other houſe and kynred, to encteaſe that ſtocke: 
but ſhe mate geue hit good counſaile, oz putte hir in re⸗ 
membzaunce, han ſhe is maryed, of ſuche counſailes, 
as ſhe 22 pha 2 vnmarped: —— ow 
not medle with hir in ſuche popntes, as ſhe thyn 
will diſpleaſe hit ſonne in lawe. She ſhall not leade 
hir to churches, noz 1 — hir home, noz ſpeake to hir, 
if ſhe thynke it de aga hir ſon in lawes wyll. 
C Nepthecleat any foolyſhe woman ſaie to me on this 
23% ate I not ſpeake to myne owne daughs 
tet e Ohe is thy daughter in deede, butnowe ſhets not 
thy woman, Foz what ſo euer ryght thou haddeſt to hir 
thou haſte. geuen it ouer to thy ſonne in lawe. Ther⸗ 
foze and thou loue thy daughter,and woldeſt ſe hi hap⸗ 
ple, that is to ſaie, liue in concoꝛde with hir hulbande, 
erhozte hir alwaie, and geue hit counſaile to obey hit 
huſbande in euerp popnte, noz leat hir ones ſpeake with 
the without he wyll geue hir leaue, Foz who ſa euer 
will haue moze lybertee with a mans wyfe, than the 
huſbande will ſuffre, is and auoulteter. And who ſo ex 
uer toucheth any thynge of an other mans againſte the 
owners wyll, is a thefre. 
¶ She . ſon in lawe none other wyſe than 
bir owne lonne: Nennen pore 
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owne ſon. Fo; a woman ought not to thynke 
—_ inate be as homely — in lawe, as hit 
own ſon: but ſhe ſhall deſite his welfare as much as hit 
owne (on; and gene him as good counſatile and exhozta> 
tion: but pet in ſuch maner, that ſhe mate ſeme rathet to 
echozt and require hym, than byd and commaunde him, 


Cote wylewell wenne in age. Tde. xb. Chap. 


Abet well Hotte in age, (hall dove as philoſo⸗ 

phers ſaiethe byꝛde of Egypte dothe whiche whan 
it is olde, purgeth all the folthy humours ot hir bodye 
with ſpices of Araby, and ſendeth fozthe of hir mouth a 
wonderous ſwete bzethe: ſo a woman, whan ſhe is pal 
the pleaſure of the body, and hath done with bearynge 
and bzyngyng vo of childzen, than ſhall ſhe ſauout and 
bzeth all heuenlp, ſhe ſhall nepther ſare no; do any thing 
that is not full of holynes, and that mate be cxaumpie 
fozyongerfolkes to tate heede of . Than as Gozgyas 
(the Rhetozician) ſateth, hir name (hall begynne to 
ſoynge and be kno wen, whan hir perſon is vnknowen, 
than hir lyfe, holyly paſſed befoze, ſhall begynne to ap⸗ 
pete: than in desde a vertudus woman rule hit 
huſbande by obeyſance, and ſhall bzynge to paſſe, that 
hir Huſbande ſhall haue hir in great auttozitee, whe: 
che afoze tymes hath lyued euet bnder hir huſbandes 
tule. Itchyppa, wyfe vnto Chemiſtocled, by diligent 
obedience vnto hir huſvande ,/obeained of yym Cache 
lvye, that he againe, whanhe was the moſte wyſe and 
moſte noble man, pet folowed he his wpues mynde, al⸗ 
mooſte in euery thynge: and thereofcame this faction 
of argument, whtche in bozdes was common amonge 
the Grekes: what ſome euer this childe will, they The: 


— 
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1 ſonne, whom the mothet 
oued tenderlp, argued they thus: what ſomeucr 
this chylde wpll, the mother wyll: what ſo euer the 
mother wyll, Themiſtocles wyll: and what ſomeuet 
Themiſtocles wyll, all the citee of Ithens will ; and 

what ſo euer the citee of Athens myil, au Grece wyll. 
¶ Our loꝛde commaunded Abꝛaham, to take hede vnto 
Satas woꝛdes, becauſe ſhe was aged, and paſt the luſt 
of the body. Wherkoze ſhe wold not counſaile hym any 
chyldiſhe thyng, oz that he neded to be aſhamed of, by ß 
relon ofhir wanton body. Therfoze whan a wife cometh 
vnto this eſtate, and al hir childzen matied. and hir ſelfe 
tyd out of wozldly buſines:than let hir loke to p ground 
with hir body, yelding it vnto the grounde, but with hir 
minde behold the heauen, whether hir minde ſhuld flit. 
and lyfte vp all hir ſenſes , hir thought, and all hir 
mynde bnto god, and pꝛepate and apple hir ſeite hol⸗ 
lye to hit tourney, noz thynke nothynge, but that pers 
tapneth vnto hir tourney, whiche dzaweth towarde. 
But let hir be wile, leſt tn ſteade of holines, ſhe tal in ſu⸗ 
petſticion, by the reaſon of ignoꝛance: Let hir bemuche 
in holy woozkes : howe be it, pet truſt moze vpon the 
mercy and the goodnes of god, noꝛ truſt not on hirſelf, 
as though by the reaſon of hit woozkes,(e might come 
chether,as e incendeth , rather than by the benefyte 
and gyfte of god · Ind whyles hir herte is luſtyer than 
hir body, leaue ſome of hit bodily labour, and labour 
moe with hit mpnde. Lette hir pꝛape moze and moze 
intentpuelp: let hirthynke oſten of god, and moze fer⸗ 
gently, faſt les, and werp hir ſeife leſſe with walkynge 
aboute vnto churches. It is no nede to minyſche hit 
aged body, and koꝛſate hit * —_— 
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Cod tde mournyng of widowes. The firſt Chap. 


ooo YYy 0MAN, whan hir huſ⸗ 
WA 1 3 bande is deade, o to knowe , that 
ede bach the greatteſt lofſe and dammage 
FS WA that can bechaunce hit in the wozlde, 
BY a 3 aud that there is taken from hir the hers 
=_— = of mutualland tendze loue to warde hir: 
and that ſhe hathe loſte not onely the one halte of hir 
owne Iyfe (as lerned men were wonte to ſate, whan 
they had loſte theym whome they loued derely) but hir 
(elfe alſo to be taken frome hir ſelte all together and pe⸗ 
tiſſhed. Of this cauſe mate come honeſt weepynge, ſo⸗ 
towe and mournynge with good occaſion, and wayz 
Ipnge, not to blame. It is the greatteſt token that can 
be ok an harde hette and an vachaſt mynde, a woman 
not to wepe foz the deathe of hit huſbande. Dowe bee 
it there be two kyndes of women, whiche in mournyng 
fo; their huſbandes,contrary wapes dooe bothe a miſle; 
That, is both thei chat mourne to much, and thoſe that 
mourne to littel! I baue ſcene ſome women no — 

Wo | on mo 
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moued with the death of their huſbandes, than it had 
been but one of lyght acqueintance, that had dyed:wht- 
che — — but of colde loue bnto-thetr 
— wohiche thyng is ſo foule, that none can bee 
ye abhominadie, $003 moze curſed, Ind fa man al ke 
thetm, why they do lo oz tebuke theim, they anſwere a⸗ 
gayne,the nature ofthe countrep lo requiteth. Ind the 
me excuſes lap they foz them, that vſe to put thecauſe 
of theyz vices in ſome planet, oz qualities ofthe ayze oʒ 
erthe, juherethep dwell.But the nature ofthe countrey 
is cauſe ot no vices, Fo: than the countrep ought to be 
puniſſhed, and not the offendours. we take no vice of 
the heauen, oz ayze,but ofour owne maners, Foz vndes 
euery ſkyets bothe good liuing and yll.Noz there is no 
countrep ſo wzetched in the wozlde, that it ne hath ſome 
2 people there in: noz none fo good, but it hath 
me nought 
C.J baue ſated here afoze, that I haue ſeene ſome. no⸗ 
4 moued with the death ok their huſbandes . Like» 
wyſe, I haue ſeene ſome, that wolde with aryght good 
will haue quitte their houſbandes lyfes with thepz 
owne . woher foꝛe there is no reaſon, why they ſhulde lay 
they: lautet in the condicion ot the Region . Foz in the 
countrep, that is called Getica, the apꝛe is colde, and 
yet ſaieth Pomponius Mela, that the very women 
lacke no ſtomacke to dye on the bodyes of they? huſ⸗ 
bandes, and haue a ſpeciall deſyze to be buryed with 
chem. Ind bycauſe that the cuſtome is go to marp 
many women bnto one man, there is great ſtriuynge 
amonge theim, whiche ſhall haue the pale thertn, of 
thein thatſhall geue the tudgement . The victozy is ge- 
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that male optayne it; Lykewyſegreatiernedmenwvite; 
women vle to dooe in Indie. wt +yef rene 

Alſo in olde tyme the women ol Ilmapne, frome 
whens the Flandzians toke their oztginall and fyzite 
beginnyng, matped neuer but ot map des: and ſo made 
an ende of all hope and deſyze of marpage at ones. Fo: 
they toke one houſebande as one body and ſoule, and 
neuet deſpꝛed, no; thought ot -maryage after hym: as 
though they loued the matrymony it ſelfe, and not the 
bhuſbandes. voherby nowe thou maieſt ſe, that vertues 
and maners be chaunged with aboundaunce, ryches, 
and plcaſures,.and the euyll fy:e of ryches quencheth 
the good fp2e ofcharitee. Fil the lawe of Chaſte ſoun⸗ 
dethnone other thynge, but charitee, loue and heate. 
Jo our lozde ſateth : J am comen to caſte fpze'into 

theerthe, and go about nothyng (o muche as to make 
it to bourne , But wharrwe couple the ryche diuell 
to pooze-Chzilte, and vnto ſobze vertue, teuell and 
dzonkennes, vnto chaſte ſadnes, deſolute and wanton 
pleaſures, paganiſe and hethenes vnto Chaſtiantee, 
and the diuyll co god: than god diſdeignyng ſuche ke⸗ 
lowſhip, taketh his gyftes from vs. and leaueth vs the 
gyftes ofthe diuel.Not withſtanding; it mate ſo chance. 
that there be in womens myndes ſuche conſtaunce ſted⸗ 
faſtnes, that they mate comfozt them ſelfe: and though 
they be ouercome and oppzeſſed, mate by wyſedome pet 
- recouer agayne. That wolde J greatly pzaiſe in a man, 

but in a frayle kynde, it is no good token to haut 
ſo paſſyng great wyſedome. | | 
C.Jhaueheard of great wiſe men, that haue taken be⸗ 


ty heutly the death of but light frendes, and wepte fo 
them havundantly Solon, lawes of 


whiche made the lawes of 
the 


ag” | | 
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the people of Athenes, one of the. bit. wiſe men, comma 
ded his own burial co be kept with weping and wailing 
that his frendes might ſhewe how much thei loued him, 
<4. Alſo after that Lucretia was Cayne in Rome, whan 
Junius Bzutus, whiche was teuengear of hit deathe 
and rape, done by the kynges ſon : had dꝛyuen the kyn⸗ 
ges out of Rome, and warte was made againſte the 
kynge: In the kyzſt ſettyng togyther, this Bzutus was 
kylde, and the wiues of the atce mourned a twelue mo⸗ 
neth the death ot hym, that had ben the defender of their 
chaſtitee. Ind yet mourned they, but an other womans 
huſbande, and becauſe he dekended an other womans 
chaſtitee . Than howe muche moze oughteſt thou to 
mourne the deathe ofhpm, that is the defender of thyne 
owne chaſtitee, ſauer and keper of thy body, father and 
tutor ot᷑ thy child:en, welthe of thy houſe, houſeholde, 
and thy goodes, ye and moze to, thy gouetnoꝛ and lozd e 
And thou woldeſt wepe in dede, ik thou ſhuldeſt not de⸗ 
parte richer frome hym, than thou cameſt to hym. But 
nowe the iope of money taketh a waie all the grefe of the 
ſozowe. Thou woldeſt wepe foz his death, if thou had⸗ 

deft loued hym, whan he was on lyue. But nowe thou 

arte not ſozie foz his departyng, whom thou ſettedſt no⸗ 

thyng by, whan thou haddeſt hym. | | 

Ca iſo many be glad, that they; huſbandes bee gone, 
as who were tyd out of yocke and bondage: and they 
retoyſe that they bee out of dominion and bonde, and 
haue recoucred theyzlpbertee : but thep be of a fooiyſhe 
opinion. Foz the ſhyppe is nat at lpbertee, that lacketh 
A, gouernour,:but rather deſtitute : neyther a chylds 
that his tutour, but rather wandzynge with- 
out oꝛdʒe and reaſon. Noz a woman, whan hirhouſ- 
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bande is gone: Foz than ſhe is in deede Vidua (as ſhe is 
called) a wpdowe, that is to ſaie, deſarte and deſolate, 
Chan is ſhe in deede toſt at all auentutes, as a (yppe, 
lackyng a maiſter, and is caryed without diſcrearion 
and conſyderacton, as à chylde whan his ouerſeex is 
out of the waie. 
¶ Here paraduenture ſome woulde ſaie, He was ſuche 
an huſbande, that better were to be without hym, than 
to haue him. But ſo wolde neuer good woman fate, noz 
vll zepe in. Foz it he were of the beloued, as the lawes 
of god do commaunde, he ſhulde be, that is to ſaie, as he 
were thy ſelfe: thou woldeſt be as ſozte that he ſhuld die 
as thy ſelfe . Unto anyll woman, excepte hir huſbande 
leat hir haue hir Iybertee to all vices that hir mynde 
lyeth to, he is intollerable. But vnto a good woman, 
no huſbande can bee ſo pll, that ſhe ne had leauet haue 
his lyte than his deathe. 0p Ark 

But what . ſpeake muche of this mattier 
haue ſhewed enoughe in the boke afoze, that ſhe is 
neyther woozthy the name of a good woman noz wyke, 
that can not loue hir huſbande: with all hir herte as 
hir lelkfe. Oeitcumſpecte nature; oz rather god, the 
mooſte wyſe maiſter of all good maners . Thete is no 
kynde of vertue, but he hath created ſome lyuyng thing 
that vleth it, fo: to repzehende, and tepꝛoue thoſe that 
dilpile that vertue : as bees by their crafte tepꝛoue the 

lewdnes of them. that can nothing do: And the faithful? 
nes of dogges, dampneth the vntruſtynes ol faile peo- 
ple : ſbepe condempne kraudes and gyles with they} 
— : 1 2 
ithfull ue, in inatpage» Foz thoſe 3, 

as Iriltotle ſatth, lyye content with one male, no} take 
201 none 


— 


Denen togyther.. —— mei 
neth Salomon, whan he calleth his ſpouſe 40 — 
pog: g: The vopce of a turtle doue is harde in out tealme: 
compareth his ſpoule ome tymes to a turtell, and 
ſometyme to a ſtockedoue. 
¶ Allo they that tan haue no meaſurein their wepynge 
and mournyng, be as farre to blame on the other (yde, 
drones hen newely wounded with the chaunce 
confounde and fp1l all the place full of cripng, and 
teare theyz heare;beate theyzbzeaſtes, and ſcratche 1 — 
chekes, and knocke theyz heades to the walles, and 


— — — Aa, Grece, 


mournpnge. Ind therefoze the apoſtle alſo, 


he 


ſaiynge: Bzetherne, J wolde pe ſhulde haue knowlage 
of thoſe that flepe, that ye be not fozie and penſpfe, lpke 
other people that haue no faythe . Foz if we beleue that 
— — ne: ſo ſhall god lyke 


Tat e, "let — dewaple hirhuſoande with 
hertie-affection; and not crie out, noz vere not 2of his 


of hir handes, neyther beatynge of 
body: but lette hir ſo monrne; that ſhe remembze ſobet 
nes and meaſuee, that other 


cowe; without hit owne boſtyng and bttergunce . Ind 
| Li after 


they; bodyes tothe grounde, and dꝛawe fozth longe the 


and — in ſo muche, that the ſenate was faineto 
make ſtatutes and lawes, whiche were called the lawes 
of the twelue tables, ko; to modyfie and appeaſe the 


wzote to this people, was compelled char Fro oh | 


that be deade by hym. 
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ok hir ſozowe is paſt and (ba? 


kirſte 
—— to ſtudy koz conſolacton. 
here will bapng foozthe pzeceptes out of 
the lange volumes of philoſophers . Foz my ets 


to inſtructe a Ch:iiſten woman with Chztſtes phtloſo- 
phie: in compatiſon of whome, all mans wiſedome is 
but folpe . My mynde is to ſerche a remedy . Let vs te- 
membze the ſatyng of the apoſtle, that they whiche llepe 
with Jeſu, ſhall be bzought of god with Jeſu againe. 
Whertoze we ought to be of good coumkozte. Ind ſhe 
that is a wyſe woman, lette hit remembze, that all men 
beebozne, and lyue in this la we and condicion, to pate 
they dutie vnto nature, as they? creditour, whan ſo 
euer ſhe aſketh it, of ſome ſoner, of ſome later, howe be 
it all be conteigned within the common lot and rate, to 
be boꝛne, and lyue, and die. But our ſoules betmmoztal, 
and this lpfe is but a depattynge into au other eter⸗ 
nall lyfe and bleſſed, to them that haue paſſed well and 
bertuouſdy this tempozall and tranſicozte life. The wht- 
che thynge the Chziſten fapthe maketh eaſte enoughe, 
not by our deſarte and merite, but of his goodnes, the 
whiche with his deathe loled vs frome the bandes of 
deathe: and death of this lyfe is but as a ſailyng out 
ok the ſea into the hauen. They that die, go afoze, and 
we ſhall ſoone come after; and whan we be departed and 
oled out ot᷑ this body, ſhal leade our lile in heauen vnto 
that time, that euery man (hal tetetue his owne body a⸗ 
gaine: howe be it not ſo comberous and heauie as it is 
nowe, but lighely coueted and acated2 with it we ſhall 
haue bleſſed and euerlaſtyng ly fe. 
(This is the true and ſure chziſtian conſdlatcion, 
| — they that be a lyue thynke and truſte, wt 
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krendes, whiche are deade, be not ſeparate from theim. 
vut onely ſent befoze into the place, where within ſhozte 
ſmace after they ſhall mece together full merily, if they 
will do their diligence, that they mate by the exerciſe of 
bertues come thether, as they beleue that they be gone. 
¶ Theſe thynges ought chzilten pꝛeſtes to ſhewe and 
tell vato yonge widowes, and comfozte their heup min⸗ 
des with theſe conſolactons,and nat as many do,dzinke 
tothem in the funerall feaſt, and byd them be of good 
chere, ſacyng: They (hall not lacke a newe huſbande, 
and that he is pzoutded of one fo; hit all redy; and ſuch 
other thynges as they caſt out at bankettes and feſtes, 

whan they be well wette with dzynke. | 


* -COftheburiyng ot hirduſdande. The. if. hay. 


_ A Lſoamonge many other thynges that we vſe af- 
& tet the exampleofthe pagans, this is one, to kepe 
the buriall with great ſolemnitee. Foz the pagans and 
gentils beleued, that if the body were vnburyed, the 
Coule ſhulde haue great pepne in hell, and that the roy= 
altee and ceremonpes of buriyng, hulde be an honour 
bothe to them and they; ſucceſſours, Not withſtanding, 
there were ſome of them, that counted theſe but fanta- 
. Ges, and vanities , Foz Uirgyll in the perſon of Anchi⸗ 
. (es, whome he induſeth fozan exaumple of wyſedome, 
laieth, that the loſſe ofſepulture is but a ſmall thynge. 
. YndLucane in this maner ſateth : 
: Kature in hir quick lap dooeth all thynge receiue, 
de is couered with the che, thathath no graue. nl 
Nſo wyſe philoſophers, as Diogines, Theodozus, | 
Denuec, and Cicero, but in eſpeciall Docrates, dyd 
pꝛoue by great teaſons, that it TH; not where the car⸗ 
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cas became and rotted; Marcus Amilius, whiche 
the chiele ol the ſenate of Rome, commaunded his (f 
nes, a littell betoze he depacted out of the wozlde, to 
cary hymout ona bere apoynted without anp [hetes 0; 
purple, no; ſhuldeſpende vpon any other (olemnities 
beſyde, paſt. x. s. foꝛ he — — 
were commended by their owne noblenes, and not by 
toſte of monep. Valerius „and Agrippa 
Menemius, the one beynge baniſſher of the kynges, 
and reſtozer of the common libettee, the other bzoker 
and atbytratoꝛ ofthe comon peate, and many other mo 
excellent men dyd vttetly diſpiſe the royaltee of ſepul⸗ 
ture: in ſo muche that whan they Had been in great 
auctoꝛitee and ryches, yet they lefte not behynde theim 
ſo muche as to hyꝛe an ouer ſear,. of the funerall with. 
And ik they had counted ſo greatte goodnes, in burp- 
— . the people (uppoſed, they wolde ſure haue 

nto, -- 3% 
5 will ſpeake of ourmarty;s of the Chyziltyas 
fayth, whiche cared not, where their deade bodyes lap, 
ſo that the ſoules fared well, Fo; Chailte, what tyme he 
ſhall reſtoze the ſoules to the bodyes, ſhall eaſily fonde 
in his houſe, whiche be knoweth well enough, the leaff 
aſſhes of the body . Daynt Auguſtine in the boke that 
he named the Citee of god, in the firſt, ſaieth: Ill theſe 
buſpnes, as kepyng of the coꝛte, and 92dze of the ſepul· 
ture, and royalties of the funerall, be rather the conſola 
ctons of theim that lyue, than any eaſe to the deade,Foz 
il ſolemne burtyng might helpe an euil man any thyng, 
than ſhulde poure buriyng ozels none at all, Wunden 
a good man: but weſefarre contrary, no: the greatte | 
2 ſepulturedyd b the þ pepneof the riche 


man 
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and naughte ſet by. Foz afterwarde — 
bet en pil liupng, and the lazar was 
—— his rewarde 
4 45 fe innocently and vettuouſlp ſpente. 
woulde not that ſepuitute — bed 
02 holy fathers, as Abzaham, Jſac, and 
* an Jolzobe. whan they dyed, commaunded m0 
che ok of their buriyng . Ind Tobias was pzepſed of the Tes. 12. 
augell of god, becauſe he had burped drade people 
But all the oznamentes of ſepultures ought to go to 
the pꝛolet of them that be deade, and not to theim that 
lpue . Foz he that is deade, mult make his rekeny' 
to god onely, whiche teioyleth of the merytes of 
that be deade, dooen befoze tn their lyues, and 1 
clene and pute myndes of theum that be alpue. There 
is no ſhewe of riches noz pꝛyde pleaſaunt to hym, but 
holle truſte and hope in hym, and charitee with thyne 
euen Chꝛiſten. Foz ił thou geue almes, thou Malte 
haue almps: and if thou be mercyfull; thou ſhalte re⸗ 
cepue mercy. Therfoze make frendes to thy ſelfe and fo Len19% _ 
thy louers, that are deade with thy wozldlp treaſute 
that thou mayſte tynde in the other lyle them that ſhall 
recepue the into eternall herbozowe. Fozourlozd in the 
oſpell geueth paradiſe to them. that geueth the wo03z-» 
es of mercy : and denieth it to theim, chat denye the 
woozkes of mercye. Alſo he teacheth the wapes of ge⸗ 
uyng almes, that thou geue none of thy gooddes to 
tcheim that be of great — and male quite the, 
d do a better tourne S but geue topooze 
folkes and beggars, that be not able to dooe as _ 
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S thou Malte haue great rewarde 
of god. n howe muche is it better to clothe pooze 
$raungers, than thy ryche kynsfolkes, and pooze lape 
men, than ryche pꝛeſtes: and that that is (pended on 
waxe and coſtip ſepultures, to be beſtowed on pooze 
wydowes, and fatherles childzen, and ſuche as lacke 
nd muche ſuter and moze plentuous aduauntage ſhal 
come hereof, Ind in the date ol thy wepyng, thou ſhalte 
cemembze them that euer wepe,beyng oppzeſſed with ne 
cellitee 2 their teares ſhall folowe thyne : theit myzthe 
(hal chere the. Thy frende that is deade ſhal finde them 
attourneis and aduocates, moſte pleaſant to the i 
eternall, to pleade his matter, aud beas diligent in 
e — — well he, wha J udg of 
CNowe it apper enoughe, what J iudge 
thoſe wpdowes, that diſceyue their creditours of their 
payment, to b2zynge fozthe their huſbandes roially, oz 
els do not accompliſthe and perfourme the will and bes 
queſtes of thedeade man, whiche thynge ought to bee 
¶ Inede nottodeclarchere, how much men be bounde 
ts the paiyng of their dettes, noz howe muche the fulfil- 
lyng of teſtamentes ought to be regarded. Foz the true 
and durable honoure of the cozſe ſtandeth in mennes 

hertes, and not in the pompe of ſepulture, 02 tombes of 

marble and mettall, coſtly wzought . Foz men ſate well 
by the buripng of a good man be it neuer ſo pooze: and 
pꝛate foz hym, and curſe ſumptuous tombes, and that 
the moꝛe ſpituoullp, if the money bee pll gotten that it 
was made with. : "is 
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Cottde myndyng of dit huſbande. The.til. Chap. 


Eat the wydowe remembze, and haue ſtyll befoze 
hir eies in hir mynde, that our ſoules dooe not pe⸗ 
ryſche togyther with the body, but bee loſed of the bon⸗ 
des of our cozpozall groſſenes, and be lyghtned frome 
the bourden'of the body, and that deathe is nothynge, 
but a ſeparacion of the ſoule from the bodP, and that the 
ſoule departeth not ſo from the body into an other iyfe, 
that it clearely geueth ouer our mattiers here in this 
wozlde, and they haue been ofte tymes hardeof theim 
that were on lyue, and they knowe muche of our actes 
and foztynes by the ſhewynge of aungels, that goe be⸗ 
twene. wherkoze a good wydowe oughte to ſuppoſe, 
that hir huſbande is not veterlye deade, but lynethe 
bothe with lyfe of his ſoule, whiche is the verate lyff, 
and beſyde with hit remembzaunce. Foz our frendes 
lyue with vs; thoughe they be abſent from vs 02 deade, 
if the lyuely image of theun be (mpztnted in our hertes, 
with often thynkynge vpon theim, and dately renewed, 
and thep2 lyfe euer wareth freſſhe in our myndes + Jud 
if we foꝛgette theim, than they die towarde vs. The bꝛe⸗ 
therne of Ualeria Meſſalina, that was Sulpicius 
wyke, aſked hir, after hir huſbandes deathe ( becauſe 
ſhe was pet in the flowers of hir pouthe, and helthfull 
of bodye, and therto goodly of beautie) whether ſhee 
woulde mary againe : Nap verely ſaied ſhe': fo2 Dul- 
pictus is ſtyll alyue to me. Ind this was the ſaipnge 
of a pagane, not aſſured of the eternall Iyfe. Than 
what ſhoulde a chꝛiſten woman dooe : Let hir bepe the 
cemembzaunce of hir huſvande with reuerence, and 
not. with weppnge : and let hir take foza * and 
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a great othe, to ſwere by hit huſbandes ſoule, and let hir 
liue and dooeſo, as the ſhall thynke to pleaſe hir huſ⸗ 
won bu T eee and 


Allo 1 ireabehim fozhirkeperandſpy, not onely 
ol hir deedes, but alſo of hir conſciente. Leat 
. houſeholds, and ſo bzynge bp hir 
zen, that hir hulvande mate be glad, andthonke 
199 en py —— wyke behynde hym. 
nd lette hir not behaue hir ſelfe, ſo that his nels 
haue cauſe to be angry with hir, and take bengeaunce 
on hir vngraciouſnes. Cyꝛus theelder kyng of Perſe, 
whay he dyed (as renophon watteth) tommaunded his 
ſons to kepe his memozte with deuocton and purenes, 
fo: cauſe of the honour of the god tmmoztall, and the 
z\hyp and the immoztalitee of his ſoule, 
C the wydowe make an ende ol wepyng, lealle 
we houlde ſeeme to mourne fo; our folkes, that ate de⸗ 


parted, as thoughe wecountedtheim leane Bade. and 


Cf thechastter and honelic of a dome. The.till. Chap, · 


JO ger geupng indiruction to a ch:iſten woman, * 
mate a man dooebetter after, than ſainct Paule, that 
ſaced, he was all thynge to all men? tothe entent bs 
he wynne theim to Chaiſte * and putteth t 


owne and pꝛaiſe the buſpnes of all churches: ſo 
he, w to the Coztnthies, ſaieth on this maner 
Lette ſyng folkes applye theim ſelfe to the — of 


our lozde, ho we they mate pleaſe hym: and leat maryed 


folkes take heede ot wonldly mattiers, howe they mate 


pleale nnn —— 


. 
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chat the wife be all at hirhuſbandes will, and that a ſin- 
gle woman geue hir-ſelfe holly to Jeſu Chziſte, whiche 
is ſpouſe of all good and vertuous women. 
¶ Therekoze than lette paſſe all that trymmynge and 
Aarraiynge of hirbodye, whiche whan hir huſbande ly⸗ 
ned, myghte ſeeme to bee dooen fo2 his pleaſure: but 
wan he is deade, all hu Iyfe and all hir apparelle 

muſte bee diſpoſed and ozdered after his wpll, that is 
ſucceſſour vnto hirhuſbande, that is immoꝛtall god 
vnto moztall man, Therfozemuſte onely the mynde be 
ppked and made gape: foz that onelp is it, that Chaiſte 
marpeth, and in the whiche Chziſte reſteth and delp⸗ 
teth.but thoſe that intende to marp,tyze and trymine bp 
theim ſelfe . Ind that that J haue ſaied befoze of map⸗ 
des, maie bee applied to this place: yet muche leſſe it 
becometh a wydowe to garnyſihe vppe and peyncte hit 
ſelke: whiche houlde not onelp ſeke foz no bargaine, 
rather retuſe thetn offred : neyther take any offers, 
ſoze agayuſte hir wyll, and compelled to the ſe⸗ 
conde maryage, if ſhe be a good woman. Howe be it 
in a mayde goodly rapment mate be moze ſuffered, but 
in a wpdowe it is to be diſcommended. Foz what body 
woulde not abhozre hit, that after hit fyzſte huſbandes 
deathe, ſheweth hir (elfe to longe alter an other, and 
caſteth awate hir ſpouſe Chzifte, and maryeth the dy⸗ 
utllfy:ſte, and ſynſt man, beyng bothe wydowe, wife, 
and auouterer: But they haue bothe a moze eaſy ſtate 
and condicton, and moze ouer better, thatſhewe they? 
wydowheade in theyꝛ clothyng, and behaupng of their 
body and maners . Foz they that be neuer ſo vngtaci⸗ 
-ous, vet haue afauourto theim that be good and ho- 
neſt: and by ſuche tokens * them; caſt, Doe 
r = 
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ſhulde marie with them: and chaunce to die afoze them. 
what maner of wpdowe thei ſhulde leaue behynde them. 
Foz J enſure pou, there is no huſbande, that woulde 
not haue his deathe mourned of his wyke, and de hym 
ſelke deſited of hir, and miſſed : and ſeeyng that we haue 
ſuche pzeceptes foz matped folkes, bothe of philoſo- 
phers, and the apoſtels, what ſhoulde we thynke that 
a they; tudgemente was of wydowes By whome the a⸗ 
. Tin. 3. poſtie Paule wziteth to Timothy on this maner: I ve⸗ 
raie wydo we and deſolate woman truſteth in god, and 
is in pzater date and nyghte: and (hee that is delycate 
and eaſefull, is deade, ye beyng on lyue. Therefoze byd 
them kepe them frome blame. Foz they ſeeme to lyue in 
the ſyght of thoſe that ſee thein eate and dzinke, and go 
and ſpeake, and do other woozkes of lyfe . But and one 
coulde perſe with his ſyghte into theim, oz entre within 
the ſecreates of theyz mindes and thoughtes, he ſhoulde 
ſee that poozeſpnfull ſoule, howe it is putte frome god, 
and ſpoiled and depztued of his life. Thus ſainct Paule 
, (ateth, Thus ſainct Hterontime, Thus ſainct Imbzoſe, 
Thus ſainct Juguſtine, Thus al ſainctes and holy men 
with one voyce and opinion ſaie, That wepyng, and 
mournyng, ſolitarines; and faſtpng, be the moſte p2ectz 
dus dowries and oznaimentes of a wydowe, | 
C MPozeoner what feaſtes, what plates and daunces 
a wydowe ſhulde ble, ſainct Paule dothe ſhewe, whan 
he byddeth hir bee in pꝛaper date and nyghte: and ſo 
whan hir moztall huſbande is deade, ſhe myghte bee 
at moꝛe lybertee with the ummoztall, and moze by lea⸗ 
ſure, and ofter talke with hym, and moze pleaſauntly, 
yea and to ſate moze plainly, a wpdowe ought to pale 
moꝛe intentyfely and ofter, and faſte longer, and hv 
m 
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muche at maſſe and pzeachyng,and redemoze effectual- 

ly, and occupie hir ſelfe in the contemplacion of thoſe 
thynges, that mate mende hir liupng and maners . 

Inna, the doughter of Phannuell, comen of the 1. 
tribe of Iler, whiche lyued with hir huſband ſeuen pete 
after hir mariage, and whan ſhe had been widow four- 
ſcozeyere and foure, out lozde Chzilte founde hit in the 
temple, out of the whiche the had neuer departed, but e- 
uer in faſtyng and pzayer daye and nyghtYAnd in dede 

| I wolde haue greatter vertue and perfection in a wy=- 


dowe, than ina wyfe. Foz the wyfemuſt apply hit ſelfe 
to the will of hir moztall huſbande, to whom ſhe is ma⸗ 
ried, but the wydowe hath taken Chziſte to hit huſband 
immoꝛtall. yoherfo:eitys reaſon, that all thyng be moze 
excellent and accozdyng foz ſuche a ſpouſe, and wozdes 
moze ſad and ſobze.Fo2 the communicacton of eyery bo⸗ 
dy is lyghtly a giaſſe and a myzrour ofthe mpnde and 
condicions of theun . Foz it is an olde pzouerbe ; Suche 
as the life is, ſuche is the communicacion , And foule and p 
vncleane ſpeche hurteth the minde . Ill ſpeche corrupteth „ 
good condicions, as [aint Paule ſaieth, after the wozdes 
of the poet Menander. ¶ I woulde that a wydowe 
Goulde not onely ſpeake ſuche wozdes as might ſhewe 
hir ſelfe chaſte and honeſt, but alſo that myght inſtruct 
the herars with learnynge,and amende theym with ex⸗ 
ample of hit liuyng, Foz mankynd hath ſpeache to cou- 
ple wiſedome and vertu together: and though it ſeme to 
do uo moze but vtter the thought of the mynde,yet doth 
it cauſe bothelernyng and vertue. 
¶ And though a woman be loſed out of the bandes of 
wozldely matrimonp, lette hir not pet thynke that ſhee 
mate dooe what hir lu, Foz often tymes wpdowes do 
| Om. ii. ſhewe 
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what they haue been in matiage, and bnder the 


kept in befoze fo? keate ok their huſ bandes. Is byzdes, 
whan they bee out of their cages, by and by toutne to 
their olde condictons. Lytzewile many women ſhew out 


whyle 
that they had 


their huſbandes bee taken awatie. Foz 


dooe puell and (hee Iyſt, and wyl not. Thercfozea wo⸗ 


hir ſelfe. Foz as longe as hir huſ bande lyued, he had a 
C3 parte of bothe, 
h 


pe hir that will lyue vertuouſly . Ind if we dooe any 
thynge well. we ought tothanke hym therefoze: and if 
wedooeyl, it is to be referred to our ſclfe, and as a man 
hath all his toye in his wyke, if. ſhe be good, in lykewyſe 
no man can beleue ho we pleaſant and 1 che is to 
Chuſte, that plaieth the wydowe in dede, that is to ſaie, 

the whiche b deſolate in this life, hath all hit hope 
1.Timo.3, and truſt, and all hir iope and delyte in Chaiſte, _ 

ſuche ſayyt Paule commaundeth to the bi 


uz, eth manp thynges of Chziſte. Foz ſuche a one deſerued 
to bee one of get firſte that ſawe Tp rate were 
and to pꝛopheſie of hym to them that were -Du- 
che a wydowe is pꝛayſed by the — of god, and 
ts commended to vs by his wooꝛde. Foz helateth by — 


— of widowhead,open and ſhewe that whiche thet 


at ones the vices that they diſſembled (fo as they coulde 
that their huſbandes lyued) after that the lettes 


than ſhall it vr kno wen, what nature oz condicion a wo⸗ 
man is of, whan ſhe mate dove what (ſhe wyll. Ind as 
ſayncte Hierontme ſateth, hers chaſt in dede, that male 
man had nede to woozkemoze warely, whan bothe the 
diſpꝛaiſe of vices,and the pꝛayſe ot vertue is imputed to 


In the wydowhead Chziſte hir ſpouſe wyll lightiy 


haue in regarde: foꝛ by their p:ater the churche — 2 


Se. e eee 
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fate : Geue iudgement koꝛ the fatherles childe,and iuſt(- 
fie the widow. And againe he ſaith: Thou ſhalt not hurt 
a widowe, oz achilde that is vnder age. Foꝛ if thou hurt 
them thei ſhall crye to me, and J ſhall here their cripng, 
and ſhalbe diſpleaſed, and ſtrike the with the ſwozd, and 
pour wiues ſhalbe widowes, # your childzen fatherles. 


CHowe they ſhall behaue them ſeite at home. Zhe.v. Chap. 


Ot withſtandyng that holye men wolde widowes 
- Yſhulde be oft in the churche, and ſtyl in pꝛaier, yet 
they dyd not btterly fozbyd them wozldly buſmes. Foz 
ſaynt Paule ſaith of widowes, wiityng vnto Timothe: 
I any widowe haue childzen, oz childers childzen, let 
hir kirſt lerne to handle hir owne houſe vertuoully, and 
dooe fo: hir pꝛogenitouts agapne. N 
C Let the widow teache this, let the childzen lerne this, 
that is, to behaue them ſelle lowly and loupngly to their 
kathers and mothers, graundkathers and graundmo⸗ 
thers . Fo; we ſe it chaunceth oft tymes, that they that 
be bzought vp with a wydowe; by the meanes of hit 0> 
uermuche ſufferance and cheriſſhyng, be ſtubbo me and 
inobedtent to them, whom they ſhuld obeye: in ſo much 
that in ſome countreys, and in eſpectall in myne, it is 
bled mn a common pꝛouerde, to cal them widowes Cocks 
nets, that be yll bꝛought vp childzen, and that be ſelfe 
wylde, and vnthziftie yonge men, Therfoze J wolde 
counſatle a yonge woman, beyng a wpdowe, to put the 
bzingynge vp of hir childꝛen vnto ſome good and lad 
man. Fo; ſhets ſo blynded with the loue of theun, that 
the thynkech thee dealeth hardly with thetm, whan ſhee 
maketh of theim moſt. Ho we be it ſome haue been great 
wyſe women, and haue bzought vp their childzen bothe 
5 Mm. iii. very 


E pod. 22, 


1. Tim. 5. 
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very well and wyſely: As Coznelia, that bzought bp 
Gracchus hir ſonne : and Ueturta, whiche bzought vp 
Martius Coziolane : in ſo muche that what noble acte 
ſo euer he dyd in the common welthe, epther at home oz 
frome home, he was euer incited with this thynge, that 
he myght do ſo, that it might be alo wable to his mother 
that had bzought hym vp. But howe childzen ſhulde be 
bꝛought vp, haue taught in the boke afoze.Therfoze 
let the widowe loke there what ſo euer maketh foz this 
purpoſe. Ind as fo: their houſeholde, the apoſtle afoze 
ſaced, wziteth of tt, It any widowe do not ſe to hit owne 
frendes ſpecially, ſhe denteth hir faythe, and is wozſe 
than an infidell.Yetleſt ſhe be to homely, to put hit ſelfe 
in pꝛeſſe, in company of hir ſeruauntes, namely if ſhee 
be yonge, lette hir here what ſapnte Hieronime ſaieth 
w:ityng vnto Saluina: Chaſtitee (ſaiethhe) in women 
is a bzyttell thynge,and lyke a goodly flower that wyd⸗ 
dereth and dꝛieth with a littel wether, and a ſmall blaſt: 
and namely ik the age be apte to bice, and the auctozitee 
of the huſbande lackyng, whoſe ſpirite is the defender 
of the wpfe . what Chuld a widowe do among A great 
numbze of men ſaruauntes, whiche J wolde not ſhee. 
hulde ſet at nought, as bondmen, but abaſſhe and re- 
garde as men e Ho be it if ſhehauyea great houſe, that 
requtreth muche mans ſeruice, let hir make ſome well 
aged man rular, that is ſad and diſcrete, and of good 
condicions, whoſe honeſtie ſhalbe his maiſtres wozlhip, 
Foz I haue knowen many, that haue ſhutte vp theyz 
dozes, and haue not comen abꝛode, and pet baue had an 
pll name with their owne ſeruauntes, whom ouer gozs 
gious apparel of the ſeruit hath cauſed to be ſuſpected, 
oz els the welfare and good likyng ofhis bodp, oz age 

| apte 
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apte fo; pleaſure, oz pꝛide, oꝛ highe mynde, by the reaſon 
that he knewehe was loued of his m S : whiche 
loue, though it be well hyd, yet many times it appereth, 
whan he diſpiſeth his kelowes, as they were his bond⸗ 
men. Theſe be the woꝛdes of ſainct Hieronime: vnto the 
whiche J adde this mozeouer, That beſt is foꝛ a wydow 
to myniſche hir houſeholde, in eſpeciall of men, and to 
take vnto hir ſome well aged woman, wiſe and vertu- 
ous, with whom lhe mate leade hir lyfe: and aſke coun⸗ 
ſaile ot᷑ hit in ſuche matters as pertaine to women , And 
if ſhe be aged hir ſelle, let hir take to hir ſome olde man, 
that is ſome kynſman of hirs, oz of hir alpance, whome 
ſhe mate truſte vnto, 

C and fynally, lette hir euer bſe the counſaile of that 
man, that ſhe knoweth hath good witte, and woulde hit 
p;ofpt,and is truſtie. The olde Romains wold, that the 
women ſhoulde euer be bnder the rule of they; fathers, 
and bzotherne, and huſbandes, and kynſinen. 

([ Lettehir dwelle rather with hir mother in lawe, oz 
hir huſbandes alyaunce and kynſfolkes, than with 
hir owne, bothe foz the rememb2aunce of hit huſbande, 
foz whole ſake it mate appere, that ſhe loueth better his 
kyn and his bloude, than hir owne. And in as muche as 
ſhe is tranfllated into that kinted, vnto the whiche ſhe 
hath bozne childzen, o2 at the leaſt wiſe ſhuld haue done. 
Mozeouer, the diſcipline of chaſtitee is rekened moze 
ſtreicte ainonge alyance and kynſfolkes? becauſe there 
is leſſe cheryſſhyng and lybertee. But a bertuons wo- 
man will not be ſo muche moued with all theſe thynges, 
as with the remembzaunce and loue of hir huſbande. 
Foz ſo Antonia, daughter vnto Marcus Antonius the 
iudge, wpfe vnto Dzuſys, ledde all hir Iyfe _ = 
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mother in la we. Lykewiſe Liuialeftehir houſe and hir 
countreye to dwelle with hir mother in lawe Roemp. 
Ercepte there be with hir mother in la we ſome nyce and 
wanton yonge men, that mate cauſe a blotte in hit good 
name, oꝛ put hir chaſtitee in ieoperdy: ozercept the wo- 
men that be hir altans, de not ot᷑ all the beſte kame: foz 
than it is moze wiſedome to go to hit owne kinskolkes. 


CHowe thei ſhall behaue them ſelfe foozth. The. vi. Chap. 


Ther whyles they ſhall haue cauſes to go abzode. 
\ }/ Therfoze let them go couered, and ſhewe in deede, 
what theyz name meaneth.Foz the name of a wydowein 
Greke and Latin is as much to fate as deſolate and de⸗ 
ſtitute . wherkoze there is muche difference betwene one 
| gong alone, # accompanied with men. Ind ſeyng that 
lo great ſadnes of behauout and taiment is required in 
a wyfe, than what ought to be conſidered in a wydowe ? 
She ought to ſhewe example vnto other, both of chaſti⸗ 
tee, ſobernes, and honeſtie. Ind ſeyng that they ou 
to geue ecample to other, howe can it do well, that they 
ſhulde go fozthe appointed in that armour of the dtuel, 
both to ſhew the — and vanitee of their own mind, 
and ſet the ſnares of Satanas in ſtede ofthe example of 
Chiilte e wherfozeſainct Imbzoſeſaieth full well, that 
with mourning garmentes, and ſad and demure lokes, 
wanton and nyce lokes be kept bnder, and vnlautul lu⸗ 
Nes quenched. The ſureſt is not to go much abzode: and 
whã ſhe goth. to be cõpanied W ſome good # ſad woman, 
¶ Let hir ſeche to no churches, where as is reſozte, but 
where as ul body is, and woos no 8 — 
P ) good quietnes occaſion of pꝛa . 

Cethirnotkepe muche company with friers on 
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tis. F0: the diuell is craftie, and bp longe bſe hath leat⸗ 
ned by what craft euery body mate be ouetcomen. Ind 
if he haue opoxtunitee, he wil ſoone bꝛing his purpoſeto 
paſſe; foz he hath none other thyng to occupie hym ſelfe 
with. It a wydow wold aſke any counſatle, let hir choſe 
ſome aged man, that is paſt the luſt of the wozlde,no: is 
infected with any bices, noz is ſet vyon couetouſnes, noꝛ 
will ſet his minde on flatterte foz hope of vantage oꝝ lu⸗ 
cre of money, and that is well leatned, by muthe experi⸗ 
ence hath gathered great wiſedome, that he neither kepe 
hir mind ſtreicter than nede is, no let hir haue ouer mu⸗ 
che the bzydle of libertee,noz dothe counte nothing moze 
pꝛetious noz deare than trouth and vertue: let htr, what 
ſo euer He doubteth ſhewe to hym, and be aknowen to 
none other bodie. SainctYieromme wziteth to Euſtas 
chium, and geueth hit ſuche maner counſaile . It thou 
doubt any thyng of ſcripture, oz be ignozant in it, aſke 
ofhym that is commendable of liuyng. and foz his age 
ercuſable, no: hath any euill name, and that mate ſate, 
Jhaue _ the to one man to yeldea chaſt birgine 
vnto Chzt.Ind if there be none that can expounde and 
declare thy doubtes, it is better co be tgnozaunt ſafely, 
than to knowe with teoperdie; Foz in couttes and in re- 
ſozt of men, and gatheryng ol people, a wydowe ſhulde 
not medle. Jn the whiche places there is great teoperdy 
of thoſe thynges, that a wydoweoughte to ſet moſte by. 
And a wydowe, that is chaſt, honeſt, of good fame, and 
bertuous, ought to dooe ſo, that ſhemate do good, not 
onely to hit ſelte, but alſo to other folkes . A bzode, and 
afoze many mens etes and handiynges, ſhamfaſtnes by 
littel and littel gothe awate, and honeſtie and chaſtitee 


cometh in ieoperdy: and though thei be not ouercomen, * 
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Quietnee 
of mynde, 


ges, and panteth after his labour: noz can not after his 


THE INSTRYCTION OF 
pet they beloze alſapled. And as foz the ouercoming e- 
= 15 not as the thyng is in dede, but as 
ue, . | 
CMPozeouer, the cares ofthis woꝛld coole the loue and 
deſp2e ofheauenly thinges: and as our lozde ſaith in the 
golpel, The ſede falleth amonge thoznes,that is choked 
with thoughtes and buſines of this pꝛeſent life : neither 
is ſuffred to growe bp to good cozne- And likewiſe as a 
ſea,that the winde hath lyen ſoze vpon, ts pet toſſed and 
troabled, after that the winde is layed, and the tempeſt 
gone: ſo mans minde lately comen out of buſines of the 
wozlde, yet caſteth in his minde and ſtudy the ſame thin⸗ 


trouble come ſtreight to it lelke . And whan the minde is 
troubled, what maner of pꝛaiers can be ſaied? Uerely as 
pou mate ſe, careful and vnquiet ſauozing of the mixe x 
dirte of this peuiſhe wozld:like as whan a tiuer oꝛ foun 
tain is troubled ami can dꝛaw no water but ful of mud. 


([ The qutetnes of mynde is that that lyfteth vs vppe 


hieſt vnto the ſpeche of god, as it did mary Magdalene, 
whiche all mans and woꝛldely buſines geuen ouer, lat 


at the feete ot our lozde, diligently heatyng his woozde. 


Inc. 10. 


(Therfoze is ſhe commended by the teſtimonte of Chziſt, 
that ſhe had choſen the belt parte, the whiche ſhulde not 
be taken from hir. 

¶ But here wolde ſome ſafe, My landes be in perill, A 
am ſued. Unto that here the ſaipng of ſainct Imbzole,. 
Do not complatne,that thou att alone: Fo: chaſtitee re- 
quireth ſolitarines : and a chaſt woman deſpzeth ſecret⸗ 
nes. But thou haſt matters and buſines, and feareſt the 
atturney of thine aduerſarie, pleadyng befoze the iudge. 
But our lozde entreateth foz the, —— - 

| m 
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ment foz the katherles childe, and iuſtikie the widows. 
But pet thou woldeſt kepe thine heritage. Che her 
of chaſtitee is far greatter: the whichea wydow 

better to kepe than a wife Ind if thy ſeruant offende, 
kozgeue him. Foz it is bettet that thou fozbeare ſt others 
kaute, than vtter thine own. Chus ſaith ſaint Ambzole, 
¶ Ilſo J wold thou ſhuldeſt vnderſtand that my mind 


is to haue hir matter the moſte tendzed —.— 
that hathe but feble atturneyes,02 none at all. Foz than 
ſhall the iudges take on thein the roume of atturneis. 


whan they withſtande okten tymes mightie defenders 
and aduocates. Foz naturally we hate theim that haut 
great power and riches, and help them that haue littel; 
and go about to put downe theim that exait them ſeite, 
and to helpe vp theim, that be humble and lowely. 

¶ Luce it is oꝛdeyned of nature. that in mens opinions. 
as the wiſe man ſaith,in all maner, ofſtrifes the great⸗ 
ter (hall ſeine to dooe the wzong, yea though he haue it 
dooen to hym, becauſe he mate dove moze. Ind the ſame 
that J haue ſaid of iudges, vnderſtand me to haue ſpo⸗ 
ken of attourneies: Unto whom, all the wydowes mat⸗ 
ter ſhalbe mozecredible, whom they ſe ouer (hamfa(t to 
defend hir owne quarell: and hir matter ſhalbe ſo much 
moꝛe recommended bnto them, the leſſe that (he recom⸗ 
mendeth it. And hix cauſe ſhalbe moze like to be good 
whom men thynke ſo good and bertuous, that ſhe 
neither aſkeno2 holde that is not hit owne. 

Co a good woman ſhall not bꝛyng with hir to the 
courte argumentes of pleaders in the la we, but the au⸗ 
tozitee ol recozde. Ind ſhee that is bablyng, and buſp. 
aud troublous, mult nedes wery me, and make them to 
lothe hir, and hindzeth hir of 3 that J 2 

0 
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of. And this J haue ſated by good tudges-and aduo- 
- cates, oz at the leaſt ſuche as ſhe knoweth not to be — 
Fo; ſome de nyte and wanton, — 7. 0 
tuunſaule and iudgementes foz their ay pln 
of their bodn. upon — res cont 
ozderand — — ſauyn 1 
the lawes, as the wile man ſaid beitke theedþws bes, 
that ta uttel beaſtes. and let the — alone. But 
a good vnd we it ſhe no we that they be ſiiche, as ſhe 
mate wellendugh vp theit name that they haue of the 
people, ſhe ſhall eſchew theim and flee,not only with the 
loſle of hit goodes, but alſo teoperdy of hir ſelfe, if nede 
were: Ind theſame J wolde the (huldedoby all that be 
wantowand viriogg i't5!tt © 

C Nowofrennyng about to other mens houſes, ſainte 
Paule hath a pꝛecept, that thoſe wydowes ought to be 
abiect, as mrsfamous, that renne ydelly krome houle 
to houſe: and not onelp ꝓdel, but allo be babblars and 
full of wooꝛdes, where as is not conuement . Foz there 
be Come, whiche whan they thynke them ſelfe they haue 
done all thetr owne buſynes, than without ſhame they 
medle with other folkes'buſines, and gene counſaple, 
as though they were great ſages, and exhozt and geue 
pꝛecentes, rebuke and coztecte, pyke fautes, and bee 
wondzous quycze ot᷑ hte frome home, and at home 


blynde enough: | 
| ot ſceonde mariage. The. wy odd 


Oz to condemne and rep2oue btterly ſeconde maria 
ges, it were a poynt of hereſpe, Howe be it that bet⸗ 

ter it to abſteine than mary agayne, is not onelp coun⸗ 
failed by Chꝛyſtpan purenes, that is to (ate, by diume 
wyledome, 


—— — — l 
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wiſedome, but alſo by pagans,that is to ſate, by wozld- 
wiſedome. Cozneltus Tacitus, as J haue reherſed, 
yth : The women of Ylmapne were not wont to marie 
but of maides, and though they were widowes in their 
pouth,vet wold thei not mary agayne, and ſpecially the 
no ble women. Ualeria, ſyſter vnto Meſſala, and Pozta 
the yonger doughter of Cato, whan there was p:ayſed 
vnto hir, foz hir goodnes, a woman that had be twyſe 
maryed 2: Poztia anſwered, An happy and a chaſt dame 
woulde neuer marie oftner than ones. Conelta , the mo⸗ 
ther of Catus and Titus Gracchus, whan ſhe was mo⸗ 
ued with great pꝛomiſes by Ptolome the king of Egypt 
to mary agapne, ſhe refuſed, and had leauet be called 
Coznelia Gracchus wife, than the queene of Egypt. 
¶ Alſo ſecond mariages were rebuked in plates and en 
terludes, and verſes of poetes in this maner: Ott ma» 
ripng can not be without occaſion of repꝛehenſion: Ind 
a woman that marieth manp, can not plcaſe many.Not 
withſtanding widowes lay many cauſes, wherkoze thet 
ſaie thei muſt mary againe:of whom ſatnt Dterome ſpe⸗ 
keth in this maner w2iting bnto the holy womã Furia, 
Yong widowes, ot who there hath many gon backward 
after the diuel, after that thei haue had their pleaſure by 
mariyng in Chziſte, be wont to ſaie, Wy gooddes ſpyl 
daily, the heritage of mine auncetry periſſheth, my ſet⸗ 
uantes ſpeake ſtubburnly « pꝛeſumptuoully, my maide 
wyl not do my commaundment, who ſhall go befoze me 
fo:the e who Chal anſwete foz my Houſe tent: who (all 
teache my pong ſonnes e who ſhall bzyng vp my yonge 
doughters: Ind ſo thei laie that fo: a cauſe to maty foz, 
wiche ſhulde rather let thetm from it. Foz ſhe bꝛyngeth 
vpon hir childzen an enemy, and not a noziſſher: not a 
| An. ili. father, 


-* owneloſle and 
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a tpʒan. with bictous luck, 
— — e: and ſhe that late afoze ſay 
mournyng amonge hir childzen, that percepue nos Heir 
— —— — 
There to thou the cauſe in thynetnheritaunce, 
and pzyde of thy ſeruauntes c confeſſe thyne owne vin: 

ouſnes . Fo none of you taketh a houſband but to the 
— = AT ——— 
bir. What a tagiouſnes is it, to ſet thy chaſtitee come 
mon lyke an hatlot, that thou maiſt gether riches e 


And 
foz a bile, — — tw 


thy chaltitee that is a thing molt pꝛecious teuerlaſting 
If thou haue childzen all redp, what nedeſt thou to ma: 
rie e It thou haue none, why doſt thou not feare the ba⸗ 
rennes that thou haſt pꝛoued afoze: and auentereſt bp 
aan bacertaine the — — - and 
chaſtitee te wzlty 
9 — the, that withi ſhozt while after; thos 
be compelled to wiite a teſtainent, The houlband 
1 ſelk ſicke, and ſhal do on line and in good 
helth, that he wold haue to do whan thou ſhale die. Ind 
if it chaunce that thou haue childzen by the ſecond houl⸗ 
bande, than riſeth ſtrife and debate at home within thy 
houſe . Thou ſhalt not be at libettie to loue thine owne 
childzen equally,neither to loke indifferently vpon the, 
thou haſt bozne : thou ſhalt reache them meate ſecretly, 
nit natong oecy) hoy — thyne 
owne childzen, thou ſhalt ſeeme to loue their father pet. 
Ind if he haue childzen by a nother wife: than ſhal plai- 
— 7 — . ů— 
me. onne ſpcke, 02 
ale beamed ide and it thou geueboms 
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not meate, thou ſhalte be accuſed of crueltee: and (f thou 
geue any, thou ſhalt be called a poyſoner. vohat Þ pzate 
the hath ſecond mariages ſo pleſant, that can be able to 
recompencethele eupls : Thus ſateth ſatnct Hietonime. 
¶ As foz the pzaiſe of continence and chaſtitee,and coũ⸗ 
failyng frome ſeconde mariages, what can J be able to 
ſaie afcerthe eloquent fountaine of ſainct Hieronime, oʒ 
the ſwete delicates of ſatnct Ambꝛoſe ſpeache e Therfoze 
who ſo deſpzeth to knowe any thyng of thoſe mattiers, 
let hym loke it ot theim . Foz it longeth not to my pur» | 
poſe, to recyte all they: ſaiynges here. Foz Jdonotin- 
tende to wziteerhoztacions vnto any kynde of 5 
but to geue rules, howe they mate lyue. Neuer the | 

woulde counſaile a good woman to contiuue in ho= 

wpdowheade, namely if ſhe haue chyldzene : whi 
thing is thentent and fruite of matrimonie. But and 
doubt, leſt ſhe can not auoyde the pꝛickes ofnature with 
that lyke, lette hir geue an care vnto ſainct Paule the a- 
poſtie, wzityng vnto the Coꝛʒinthies in this wiſe : ate . 6%. 
to vnmarped women and wydowes, it were good foz 
theim, if they kepte theim ſelfe as Jam, but pet if they 
can not ſuffre, let them matte. Foꝛ it is better to matie 
than bourne. Ind the ſame apoſtle w2iteth bnto Timo⸗ 
the thus: Put awate pounge wydowes, foz whan they 
haue abuſed them ſclfe at large, than wolde they marye 
to Chzift, and are condempned,becauſe thet haue refuſed 
thepz zompſe, and walke ydle from houſe to houſe 
neither onely dle, but trifling and babling,p:ating and 
talkyng, ſuche thynges as be not comely . Therfoze J 

wolde that the yonger ſhulde marie; and bzyng foozthe 1.Tin.$.. 
childzen,and rule they; houſe,and geue theyz ennemp no 

occaſton to ſate eyill by them, Foitheredeome which | 
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letthem ſe een buſynes of matiage 
ofa newe huſvande. Ind let them get ſu⸗ 
gabe anden deen ae wpdowes to be ma⸗ 
9 e egen nend and kul of play, 
igno ant, and riotous, that can neither rule their houſe, 
nen wpke, — 4 — — 
ome thyng paſte mydle age, e,. 
wyt, experte with bſeof the wozlde: whiche 
with his wiſedome matekepe al e in good ozdze: 
— — and gou —.— 
thong. that there mate be alwate at home ſobze 
and obedtence, without frowardnes, and the 
III 
Chat thelcontenres hns, — 
a contentes him, whole ei 
| allmozeeſteeme, than the hole countreps dec de. 
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